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Appendix I 

Letters to Teachers 

Dear High School Teacher: 

Your high school students are invited to participate in a research study that is designed to assess factors 
your students perceive may influence or prohibit their decision to enter an engineering related field. 
Students who complete this survey may benefit by identifying factors that could increase self-realization on 
how they perceive things and equip others such as parents or teachers with tools to help in areas they see as 
struggles.  Chandra Austin a Columbia native and student at the University of Minnesota, and Dr. Theodore 
Lewis a professor in the Department of Work and Human Resource Education at the University of 
Minnesota are conducting this study. Your assistance in this study would be greatly appreciated. The 
information obtained will be used by Chandra Austin as the basis of her dissertation study on Factors 
influencing African American Students Career decision self-efficacy and engineering related goal 
intentions. 

The survey that will be administered is four pages divided into eight different sections. Section I is a 
student demographic section, section II is designed to measure how students feel different school factors 
affect their decisions, section III is designed to measure the student’s sense of ethnic identity, section IV - 
VI is designed to measure math/ science interest and goal intentions, math/science beliefs of capability, and 
the students ability to make decisions about potential careers, section VII is designed to measure the 
students ability to make decisions about potential careers,  and section VIII is designed to measure the 
perceived effect family relations has on students. The student will not put their name on the survey. For 
compensation purposes the student will be asked to sign a separate sheet of paper once they turn the survey 
into you .The survey should take 30-45 minutes to complete. The student may choose not to answer any 
question that they feel uncomfortable with. The results of the survey will be reported as a group, therefore 
it will be impossible to identity them individually as a participant.  

Please administer in a way that ensures students complete only one survey in its entirety. Attached to this 
letter is a script to be followed when administering this survey. Thank you for your assistance with this 
survey. If you have any questions about this survey please feel free to contact me at 803-528-8021, or email 
me at austi142@umn.edu. 

Sincerely, 

Chandra Y Austin 
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