











DAKOTAS DISTRICT STANDARDS

management practices that promote deep-
rooted herbaceous vegetation to enhance
streambank stability, and the growth and
expansion of woody species to provide
wildlife habitat.

Pastures and allotments will be evaluated for
sensitivity and suitability for livestock
grazing. Unsuitability or potentially
unsuitable areas may be excluded from
grazing, and/or managed more intensively.

Management strategies for livestock grazing
will ensure that long-term resource
capabilities can be sustained. Natural and
management-indured streambank alteration,
and utilization of herbaceous and woody
vegetation are critical factors which must be
evaluated in any grazing management plan.
Acceptable levels of streambank alteration
and herbaceous/woody utilization shall be
identified on a site specific basis, and used in
terms and conditions. Compatible seasons
and duration of use, rest periods, stocking
rates, structural facilities, and management
activities can then be designed to ensure that
standards are achieved.

Frequency of grazing and extent of
defoliations will be managed to promote
desired plants and plant communities, based
on the rate and physiological conditions of
plant growth. To meet these plant growth
considerations the following may be applied:
no grazing unit should be grazed for more
than half the growing season of key plant
species; periods of use throughout the
growing season (early, mid, late) should be
alternated from year to year; and pastures
should be deferred from grazing at least once
every 3 years or until seeds set. The season
of use should be alternated from year to year
to allow for regeneration of woody and
herbaceous species. Rather than using
calendar dates, stages of plant growth, length
of grazing period, and target utilization
levels, should be used to determine when
livestock should be moved to another grazing
unit. Caution should be used to avoid early
spring grazing use when soils and
streambanks are wet and susceptible to

compaction and physical damage that occurs
with animal trampling.

. The development of springs and seeps or
other projects affecting water and associated
resources shall be designed to protect the
ecological functions and processes of those
sites.

. Locate permanent facilities (e.g., corrals,
water developments) away from riparian-
wetland areas.

. Supplemental salt and minerals should not be
placed adjacent to watering locations or in
riparian-wetland areas. These should be
placed in upland sites to draw livestock away
from watering areas, or other sensitive areas,
and to contribute to more uniform grazing
distribution.

. For the guidelines of noxious weed
management refer to “Guidelines for
Coordinated Management of Noxious Weeds
in the Greater Yellowstone Area”. These
guidelines provide a unified effort in
developing a public awareness program; a
prevention program; and a common
inventory, mapping, monitoring, and
reporting procedure. An overall Management
Plan and specific action plans can be
developed for logical units of land called
Weed Management Areas. Guidelines for
noxious weed control management must meet
or exceed state laws.

The following RAC members participated in the
development of the Dakotas District proposed
standards and guidelines:

Phil Barnes, Energy/Minerals

Marc Trimmer, Energy/Minerals

Tex Hall, Agriculture

Larry Nelson, Permittee

Richard D. Rasmussen, Conservationist
Steve Blomeke, Conservationist

Bill Jensen, Conservationist

Bob Gartner, Conservationist

Curt Johnson, Elected Official

Bill Keiry, State

Annet M. Steffan, County Extension Agent
Rod Landblom, County Planning
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