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Utah fruit growers have shown interest in chokecherry (Prunus virginiana) as an alternative crop that has low requirements for water and soll fertility. Currently, the
limiting factor in developing a chokecherry industry in Utah is the ability to propagate large numbers of plants for orchard establishment. Chokecherries are difficult
to propagate by traditional means because of their low rooting percentages. Plant numbers can be increased in tissue culture but methods are lacking for
efficiently inducing roots and acclimating tissue culture plantlets. We are also working on other propagation methods including mound layering, a technique
currently used to propagate apple rootstocks. Finding the most efficient propagation method for chokecherry will overcome the last hurdle in developing a new fruit
crop uniquely adapted to Utah.
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Figure 2. Chokecherry Jelly made from wild
chokecherries collected in the Central Utah
Mountains. Produced by local business, South
Ridge Farms.




