


the frontier closes at old

marting under restrictive legisla-
Stion passed by the Utah State

Legislature which limited curricu-
lum and instruction at Utah Agricul-
tural College (now Utah State Univer-
sity), President Elmer George Peterson
conceived the idea of initiating a
National Summer School in 1923.
Peterson hoped to circumvent the
legislative restriction—of only being
able to provide instruction in agricul-
ture and related topics—by attracting a
nationally prominent faculty to the
campus thereby enabling him to offer a
wider diversity of academic subjects.
Among those scholars whom Peterson
contacted was the historian Frederick
Jackson Turner.

By 1923, Turner was nearing the
end of an academic career which began
auspiciously with the delivery of his
famous frontier thesis at the annual
meeting of the American Historical
Association in July 1893 and ended
with his retirement from Harvard
University in 1924.

Turner and President Peterson
corresponded with one another often
over the course of the next two years.

Although they form only a small part of the
papers of Utah State’s sixth president, the
letters of frontier historian Frederick
Jackson Turner constitute a unique and
important holding for University Archives.
The letters are contained in The Papers of
Elmer George Peterson, Sixth President of
the Utah State Agricultural College (1916-
1944), Record Group 3.1/6-2.

Turner accepted President Peterson's
invitation, outlining in October 1924 the
subject of his courses by noting:

“I am willing to give the course in
American History, 1815-1850; or I could
give myself a little more lee way for a
general audience by making the subject:
The Section in American History — a
general survey...with reference to the

factor of sectionalism.™

Turner was welcomed to the campus
of Utah Agricultural College with an
adoration that he had not enjoyed since his
early days of teaching at the University of
Wisconsin. . Over three hundred under-
graduates crowded into the chapel of Old
Main to hear Turner discuss his frontier
theories. The scenery, the culture, the

main

scholarly atmosphere and especially
the fishing on Logan River, impressed
Turner, who wrote to his wife, Mae, “I
am a Mormon in everything but
‘revelation.””  Mae accompanied her
husband to Logan the following
summer and was equally impressed.

— Bob Parson
University Archivist
USU Libraries
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