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What is Open Access? 

The open dissemination of  scholarly 
articles, without price barriers, through 
the Internet, as a means to reach an 
author's widest possible audience.  

 





History of  the Policy 

�  Harvard first in 2008 
�  Followed by institutions like MIT, Duke, KU, and 

Princeton 

�  Our Policy: brought to the Faculty Senate in January of  
2012 
�  Various iterations until unanimously supported as Policy 

535 
�  President Albrecht signed it into effect on May 30th 
�  USU Libraries charged with administering the policy 



USU Policy 535 

“All employees during their employment with the University 
grant to the University a nonexclusive license to exercise all 
rights under copyright relating to each of  their scholarly 
articles…” 

Scholarly Articles:  

Articles that describe the fruits of  a scholar’s research that he/she gives to 
the world for the sake of  inquiry and knowledge without the expectation of  
payment 



This policy is a tool to help us negotiate our publishing 
contracts 

 

And that means… 

This policy improves access to our work, and thus 
increases its impact 

 This policy reflects our commitment to the values of  a 
land grant institution 

 



�  This policy does not dictate where we can publish 

�  This policy will not hamper our ability to publish our 
works 

�  This policy is not retroactive 

�  This policy is not punitive—it is a tool to help us retain 
our rights and to help us negotiate for wider 
dissemination of  our works 

What the policy is NOT 



A Voluntary Opt-Out Policy: 
�  Waivers granted at the sole discretion of  the author 

�  You will not be questioned or even required to provide a 
reason for your waiver request 

�  If  you would like a waiver, simply email the bibliographic 
information for your article to 
ScholarlyCommunications@usu.edu and you will be 
granted a waiver 



Read Your Agreement 
(Or contact the Library for assistance) 

Publisher allows deposit of  some 
version of  your article in the  
Digital Commons 

Email the appropriate version 
of  your article to us 

Publisher does not allow deposit 

Sign and attach the provided Addendum 

Publisher accepts the 
addendum 

Publisher rejects the 
addendum 

Email us for a 
waiver 



Published 
Version 

Publishers formatting/Branding 

Journal information and pagination 



Author’s 
Version 



Digital  
Commons 

Bibliographic 
Record 



Have questions or want 
additional information? 

Contact the library at: 

ScholarlyCommunications@usu.edu 

 

Or, Your Subject librarian at: 

XXX.XXX@usu.edu 

 

Or visit: http://digitalcommons.usu.edu/oadc/ 


