











Response to Letter 4, Alex and Laurel McCoul

Thank you for your interest in this EIS process.

1.

Pipelines are buried as stated in the Proposed Action. Before this occurs, however, they
must be assembled and pressure tested to assure no leaks occur. This is normal industry
practice.

This problem occurred on private minerals/private surface and apparently began when the
discharge water was placed in two small retention dams constructed in relatively flat areas
to provide livestock water. When water production exceeded the capacity of the dams,
flooding of the surrounding area occurred. This problem has been corrected by Western
Gas Resources Inc. by moving the discharge points to locations of well developed
drainages. If this discharge had been proposed on federal minerals we would not have
permitted it in this manner. As stated in the "Mitigation Measures" section of the ROD,
the discharge would have been required to go to a well established drainage.

On private minerals. BLM has no authority. Surface owner agreements on federal minerals
are third party agreements which the BLM normally has no involvement with. We will
try to help resolve problems if asked or when unacceptable environmental impacts are
occurring because of mineral development. Development of federal minerals are governed
by stipulations which are applied to APDs and subsequent approvals.
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