


What have we heard?

Big Ear Radio Telescope
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What have we heard?
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What have we heard?

August 1977, Big Ear at 
Ohio State University 
detected a signal that 
unmistakably wasn’t static

The Wow! Signal came from 
the general direction of the 
galactic center

We have never detected a 
repeat

Arguments against it being a 
signal is the lack of 
repetition (NB: Arecibo 
message was never repeated)
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Last thoughts...

"Sometimes I think we're alone. Sometimes I think we're 
not. In either case, the thought is staggering." 

-R. Buckminster Fuller

Pick up a Drake Puzzle Activity to practice on your own!

Solution online at:  www.physics.usu.edu/shane/science/drakePuzzle/

21

http://www.physics.usu.edu/shane/science/drakePuzzle/
http://www.physics.usu.edu/shane/science/drakePuzzle/

