





COMMENTS

Individuals

snowcoaches are arguably more historic than snowmobiles. This option allows
for their continued use n the park.

accommodations at Old Fathful. means that Old Faithful in wnter is stil
effectively the playground of the rich. It wouid seem thet the Park Service's right
hand does not know what its left hand is dong. Be consistent and make the wirter
visit truly affordable. perhaps by dropping the VWestem Cabin price by 50%.
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3) The cutting of reguisr “escape routes” for the park's widife through the roadside
berns, 30 hat the animais may get off the roads.

4) The ban on !ste-night ravel Nighttime conditions are especially dangerous,
parScularly with animails bedding down on roadways as they do.

Finally, | must say a word aboul the “Citizen's Allernative” put forth by the verious

environmental groups of the area. As you know, the primary slement of their plan is to
restrict ol inner perk travel 1o snowcoaches only After gving this idea serious,
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experience with AmFac as a snowcoach driver confirmed this time and again:
snowcoach maintenance and upkeep sucked al the proft out of the winter
venture. Whie there is one business thal does tum a profit on its
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10 enter into a touring operation dependent on snowcoaches, and kowing their
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summes use in e Yellowstone ares; using such vehicies year-ound would only
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Page 1. Re: Incorporation of Yochim pubiications as literature to be cited. NPS will review the information and incorporate it as necessary.
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Pages 1-5. Commenter presents variations on alternative B, and reasons for the variations. Since an alternative selection and the rationale for it are reserved for
the decision to be made, most of this subject matter cannot be responded to. Also. since the preferred alternative will change in the FEIS, the context for the
comments no longer exists. Alternative B and its various features remain as choices for the decision maker.

Re: Plow entire north and west side of park. for logistic ease, visitor access, and cost reduction. Plowing the road from Mammoth to Norris and then south to
Madison was not considered (o be a feasible alternative for several reasons. These sections of road receive a good deal more snow and wind during the winter
season than other road sections proposed for plowing. Park maintenance staff are concerned that during the deep winter, the narrow curvy road template
coupled with high cross winds would prohibit any degree of certainty in keeping the road open. Plowing these road sections during the late winter season as
suggested in alternative C was considered to be the only feasible option for plowing from Mammoth to Madison. In agreement with the commenter, the
analysis presented for both alternatives C and B (see pages 219-222 and 240 -242) suggest that adverse effects would occur under these alternatives because of
the complex travel logistics required by both park visitors and employees.

Re: Restrict plowed roads to public vehicles only. Alternative B does limit use to concessions or NPS managed access on the plowed road from West
Yellowstone to Old Faithful. A very limited number of private vehicles would be accepted on the basis of reservations taken.

Re: Close remainder of YNP to snowmobiles. Alternative G limits motorized oversnow access in all three park units to snowcoach only. This feature is
[ available for selection by the decision maker.

Re: Affordable housing at Old Faithful. Commenter has a point. However. there remains a distinction between access and lodging unfortunately. The lodging
| portion of the experience is in the purview of concessions, not winter use access and recreation.

‘ Re: Closing Sylvan Pass. This feature is present in alternative D, and remains available for selection by the decision maker.
i

Re: Snowmobile access. This comment goes to the purpose and need for action. Snowcoach only access is a choice available to the decision maker. in
alternative G. o - B B B - o 7 ) B )
Pages 5-6. Re: Non-support for The Citizens™ Solution. Insofar as it resembles DEIS alternative G. 1s a comment going to the decision to be made. NPS
acknowledges the expense of snowcoaches. as an affordability issue similar to the cost of lodging in the park interior.  As with all alternatives, and their

| features, there are down-sides as well as up-sides. The Park Service’s chief concern is to decide on the means whereby the public can enjoy the parks during
the winter while protecting park values and resources. The preferred alternative in the FEIS will reflect this thinking.
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As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for most of our
nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering sound use of our land and water
resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity; preserving the environmental and cultural values
of our national parks and historical places; and providing for the enjoyment of life through outdoor recreation. The
department assesses our energy and mineral resources and works to ensure that their development is in the best
interests of all our people by encouraging stewardship and citizen participation in their care. The department also
has a major responsibility for American Indian reservation communities and for people who live in island
territories under U.S. administration.

Publication services were provided by Planning and Design Services, Denver Service Center. NPS D-757A, August
2000
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