








The revised Cumberland Gap proposal would comprise 13,610 acres
or about 67 percent of the park. The addition, of 3,435 acres,
consists of lands originally reserved as a possible location for
& combined roadway segment of two national parkways which were
the subject of study during the 1960's by the National Park
Service; the Allegheny National Parkway extending between Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia, and Cumberland Gap, and the Cumberland
Parkway extending from the Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
North Carolina-Tennessee, to Mammoth Cave National Park, Kentucky,
which would be combined with the Allegheny Parkway through the
Cumberland Gap National Historical Park. The Department finds
that these studies are now outdated and that the routing studied
previously through Cumberland Gap Nationel Historical Park is

no longer valid. The revised recommendation is shown on the
enclosed map entitled "Wilderness Plan, Cumberland Gap N.H.P.,
Tennessee-Virginia-Kentucky," numbered 380/20,026B apd dated

Mey 1975.

The addition to the Yellowstone proposal would increase its size
to 2,022,221 acres or about 91 percent of the park. The addition,
of 6,040 acres, consists of lands in which the mineral rights
were formerly owned by the Northern Pacific Railroad but were
recently donated to the Federal Government. The revised recom-
mendation is shown on the enclosed map entitled "Wildernmess Plan,
Yellowstone N.P., Idaho-Wyoming-Montana," numbered 101/20,005

and dated June 1973.

On the basis of our re-examinations, we have concluded that the
additional portions of the seven National Park System units
described above are suitable for inclusion in the National Wilder-
ness Preservation System. We urge the Congress to give early

and favorable consideration to all of these proposals.

- The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is
no objection to the presentation of these draft bills from the
standpoint of the Administration's program.
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Secretary c¢f the Interior
Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller

President of the Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510
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As the Jation's principal conservation agency, the
vepartment of the Interior nas Dbasic responsibilities to
protect and conserve our land and water, energy and
minerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation areas, and
to ensure tne wise use of all these resources. The
Department also nas major responsibility for American Indian
reservation communities and for people who live in island
territories under U.S. administration.
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