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I ,-ming of the 2005- 2006 academic year will mark a new chap- ( h e  history of Utah State University and its library. We will be 
&.,,ing the book on 75 years of service in the Milton R. Merrill Li- 

brary and opening a new chapter serving the University community 
in a spacious and modern facility. The 200,000 square feet of new 
construction that replaces the Merrill Library will adjoin and inte- 
grate with the existing Stanford Cazier Science and Technology 
Library. Merging two libraries into one, the re-named Merrill-Cazier 
Library will reunite services, collections and staff under one roof. 

Patrons will find an exciting, vibrant atmosphere in a building that 
deftly mixes the old with the new. Familiar landmarks from the Merrill 
Library will be moved and take on a new life. The webbed orb light 
fmtures created by Larry Elsner are being refurbished and will hang 
as inspirational sculptures over the art books area. The Proverb 
carving, "With all thy getting, get understanding, " will again greet 
patrons upon entering the building. The Hatch Memorial Library 
Room will be relocated in an area where it will be more visible and 
accessible for the enjoyment of library users. And amid the new 
surroundings, patrons will continue to receive quality service from 
highly trained prrofes$ionals to assist them in accessing and using 
information from a wide range of resources. 

Respecting the past while looking to the future, the Merrill-Cazier 
Library turns a page on a new era of library services. Reflective of the 
themes that guided the Library's design, patron services are designed 
to facilitate interaction and collaboration, to integrate technology 
and focus on the users. By partnering with Network and Computing 
Services in the Information Commons, the Library expands on the 
traditional computer lab concept and enhances its own information 
and reference services to provide users with a one-stop research 
center. Other innovations include the automated book storagelre- 
trieval system and the self-service checkout stations. Complementing 
the technology, the Library will offer a variety of inviting spaces in 
which users may work individually or in groups in areas filled with 
natural light, great views and comfortable seating. 

new chapten 

Over the years, the M e d  and Cazier ~loraries have served 
the learning, research, and social needs of thousands of USU 
students, Many alumni and friends have chosen to acknowl- 
edge that vital role by contributing to the support of the 
Libraries. To mark this significant chapter in the University's 
history, we offer several unique ways to make a gift to the 
Library. You can underwrite the purchase of a fine wood chair 
for the Special Collections and Archives reading rooms or 
fund one of the custom-designed wood study tables that will 
,be located throughout the study areas. Naming opportunities 
are &so available for rooms and special areas of the Merrill- 
Cazier Library. Gifts of any amount are always welcome to the 
Library's endowment for the purchase of scholarly materials. 
However you choose, your gift along with those of many 
others will ensure that our new library serves as the intellec- 
tual center of campus for the next generation of students. 

Transported and transformed, the Merrill Library will begin 
life anew, merged with the Cazier Library. The unified entity 
opens its doors this fall, and in doing so, we enter into a new 
chapter. I look forward to sharing that developing story with 
you! 

Linda Wolcott 
Wce Provost for 
Libraries di Zmtructional Support 

I- - - 
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I I enbowment 

T he religious studies program at Utah 
State University has received an en- 

dowment of $600,000 from the Tanner 
Charitable Trust to purchase library re- 
sources. USU History Department Head 
Norm Jones said the endowment came as 
a welcome surprise. "If you're going to 
offer a degree, you have to have the li- 
brary resources to back it up," he said. 
"The budget is already under intense 
stress, so we knew we were going to have 
to come up with a way. We were delighted 
they met it so completely." 

Jones said the new program is still 
going through the official process for ap- 
proval, but expects to be able to enroll 
students by Fall 2006. 

The addition of the religious stud- 
ies program will increase the prestige of 
the University. USU will be the only uni- 
versity in Utah to offer an objective 
religious degree and one of the few in the 
western United States. The new program 
will include many courses that are already 
offered at USU, and thanks to the endow- 
ment, will have the funds to provide 
scholars with resources. "The beauty of 
an endowment is that the money will draw 
interest and keep on giving into the 
future," said Gary Kiger, Dean of Humani- 
ties, Arts, and Social Sciences. 

Jones said the religious studies pro- 
gram will be able to use the interest gained 
from the $600,000 endowment,estimated 
at about $35,000 per year, to purchase new 
resources for the Library. Payments into 
the endowment will be made in install- 
ments over the next three years. 

The Tanner Charitable Trust has 
been very generous in funding religion 
and humanities-oriented events at USU 
in the past, Jones said, including the O.C. 

honoa Caehetl's Love 

T he children of A. 
degrees from Utah 
In fact, Robert N. 

N. Sorensen have perhaps spent more years and earned more 
State University than any other family in the University's history. 
(Bob) Sorensen, son of A. N. Sorensen, has done the arithmatic 

and wonders if there's another USU family out there with more degrees or more hours spent 
on campus. Among A. N.3 six sons and two daughters, they have received 10 degrees, and 
have spent more than 27,000 hours (or 28 years) on campus as students. With A. N.'s 20 
years of service as one of USU's most loved professors in the English Department, the 
Sorensen's are a true Aggie family. 

The Sorensen family continues in the true Aggie spirit of giving back to its beloved 
a h a  mater. The four sons of A. N. Sorensen recently gave a very generous grft to the new 
Merrill-Cazier Library to dedicate a group study room in their father's honor. Robert, Philip, 
John Mark, and Wendell Sorensen are proud to have a special space on campus to serve as 
a worthy reflection of their father's service and love for Utah State University. 

Bob Sorensen describes his father as a farm boy from Mendon, Utah who went on to 
do remarkable things. In the late 1850's A. N.'s grandfather moved his family via covered 
wagon across the plains to the Great Salt Lake Valley, and in 1859 settled his pioneer family 
and founded the town of Mendon. A. N. was a resident of Mendon until 1920 when he 

moved to Logan where he lived for the remain- 
der of his life. After receiving his Bachelor's 
Degree in English at Brigham Young College in 
Logan in the early 1920's, A. N. was somehow 
able to scrape enough money together to at- 
tend Harvard University. As Bob puts it, "folks 
out there in Boston didn't even know where 
Utah was back then." A. N. received a Master's 
Degree in English from Harvard and studied 
under the renowned Shakespeare scholar, Pro- 
fessor George Lyman Kittridge. He later returned 
to Logan where he joined Utah State Agricul- 
tural College as Professor of English and 
Composition, serving from 1926 to 1947. A de- 
voted Aggie to the end of his life, A. N. died in 
1958 at age 79. 

A. N. has been described by his students 
and peers as an inspirational teacher and men- 
tor. His love for literature was eloquently 

expressed in a writing titled Literature in a Modern World in which he declared: 

" I shall insist that literature in its higher reaches is not dated, not localized, not 
practical or merely useful; but rather, timeless and universal in its appeal. It is a clear 
fountain of fruitfulness; a guide, an interpreter, a comforter, an inspirer, a preserver of 
the soul, and a chief source of joy." 

The library is delighted to be able to dedicate space in the new building to a remark- 
able man who made a difference on this campus and in the lives of many students. 

By Brooke ~elson.'A&~ted from a January 
2005 report in the The Utah Statesman, 

Reprinted by permission. 

- Kim Winger 
Public Relations & Marketing Specialist 



may swenson 
e Library recently received a generous gift and unique request from Joyce Kinkead, 

Vice Provost for Undergraduate Studies and Research, and Professor of English. 
For her generous donation, Kinkead has quested the Fourth Floor Study Lounge T 

in the new building be named for, and dedicated to, May Swenson, a world-renown poet 
and USU graduate. Kinkead told us that Swenson was "one of America's great poets, and 
as a Logan native, she seemed a fine person to honor." Kinkead only met Swenson once 
at a commencement address that the poet gave here at USU, but even though the two did 
not know each other personally, Kinkead said that she "feels a bond, a responsibility, and 
a privilege to recognize her." Born in Logan in 1913, May Swenson graduated from Utah 
State University in 1934. Other initiatives honoring Swenson have begun in recent years 
on campus and around the community and are intended to help put her name in the 
spotlight in a number of ways. These projects include the University Press' annual Swenson 
Poetry Award, a summer workshop, and the Swenson Symposium. There is also the May 
Swenson room, which houses her writing desk and other memorabilia, in the English 
Department's Ray B. West building. Several USU English students are currently worlcing 
to place a sign at Logan's entrance to display the words "Home of May Swenson." May 
Swenson died in 1989 and is buried in Logan. Many of Swenson's personal documents 
and artifacts are currently housed in USUYs Special Collections & Archives and are brought 
out for occasional public viewings. Kinkead's gift will make it possible for some of these 
special items to be on permanent public display in the May Swenson study lounge in the 
new library building. 

More details on May Swenson's life and work can be read at www.usu.edu/swenson/. 
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The Library will host drop-in 
workshops to help students take 
advantage of the research and 
computing resources available. 

Sltudents can resemh a d  type 
a paper at one of the 150 

computers or enjoy a drink at 
the Quadside Cafb. 

Rmeotek EO~~PU-R roonu 
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For those students requiring it, 
two workstations with assistive 

technology will be provided. 

elcoming students in 
Utah State University's 
new library will be a 

space known as the Learning and 
Information Commons. Covering 
much of the first floor of the new 
library, the area will be equipped with 
computer workstations and the ref- 
erence collection. Library and 
Computing staff envision this facility 
as a place that will support students' 
academic development by giving 
them access to information together 
with technological tools and expert 
staff. Computers, like those avail- 
able in student computing labs, will 
enable students to use the Library's 
extensive online and print informa- 
tion sources. In addition, students 
can use the software on these ma- 
chines for writing, working with data, 
and creating presentations and mul- 
timedia products. Knowledgeable 
staff will be on hand with computer 
consultants, reference librarians, and 
library peer mentors working coop- 
eratively to troubleshoot software 
and hardware and offer guidance in 
information discovery and use. 
Library instruction sessions inte- 
grated into undergraduate and 
graduate courses will be held in two 
wired learning labs adjacent to the 
Information Commons. 

The Learning and Information 
Commons will provide visitors and 
students a comfortable space where 
they may work individually, in col- 
laboration with classmates, or with 
professors. An alternative to 

classrooms and dormitories, the Com- 
mons will be a third space for study and 
writing that offers more than either a 
computer lab or library reference area 
alone. People affiliated with USU will 
have access not only to the Web, which 
is necessary to use many fee-based 
information sources the Library pur- 
chases, but also software such as 
Microsoft Office and Photoshop Ele- 
ments. Reference librarians will be 
available to offer assistance in finding 
information and selecting relevant 
materials which students may incorpo- 
rate into their writing and presentations. 
In our role as a land grant university, 
community members will have access 
to public computers with Internet 
access. In addition, wireless Internet 
access will be available throughout the 
first floor and in much of the rest of the 
library building. 

The Library Media Collections 
(LMC), with group study rooms 
equipped with computers and multirne- 
dia development tools, will be located 
near the Learning and Information 
Commons on the first floor. Students 
will have the opportunity to reserve 
rooms to collaborate on class projects 
or practice presentations. Assistance 
in video and audio file editing and 
production will be available by appoint- 
ment in the LMC. 

Establishing the Learning and In- 
formation Commons is a joint endeavor 
of the Library and USU Network and 
Computing Services. 

- Flora Shode, Head, Reference Services 
- Britt Anna Fagerheim, Reference Librarian 



The ASRS, combined with RFID barcode technology, will 
improve service to students and faculty by offering quick and easy 
access to library materials. ASRS, the Automated Storage and Retrieval 

Systems will warehouse lesser used volumes. Library workers have selected ASRS 

materials, updated 62 linked catalog records, and seen to a plethora of details 

regarding the move. Besides the obvious space-saving advantages, the ASRS 

will also provide quicker retrieval compared to off-site storage and better security 

for the materials in optimal storage conditions - protecting books from dust, 

moisture and temperature damage. Radio frequency identification (RFID) is a 

wireless form of automated identification technology. All library materials have 

been tagged and linked to their catalog records. The new RFID system will 

improve the Library's inventory control and shelving activities, as well as stream- 

line borrowing - allowing one-motion check out with no individual scanning of 

items. In all, Library staff devoted some 3 1,285 hours to these projects. 

f 1 Blythe Ahlstrom, President 

Max Peterson 

Vicki Blanch 

John Elsweiler 
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the foyer of Milton R. Merrill Library has been a place where students, faculty and community 
spirit of discovery and intellectual exchange. One of the most striking features of ths  communal 

lral by former Art Department faculty members, Everett Thorpe and Gael1 Lindstrom. This 
brightly-colored painting titled Allegory of Knowledge interprets the history of the book and highlights its central role in the 
transmission of knowledge. The mural's composition incorporates symbols that represent the quest for knowledge and how 
information has been preserved and transmitted through the ages. The mural's symbols are abstract yet recognizable and 
include the Rosetta Stone, papyrus, movable type, the hand-press, and the evolution of printing technology. After a fundraising 
campaign to cover conservation costs, the mural will be installed in the new Merrill-Cazier Library. 

Rose Milovich, Curatol; Special Collections Art & Art Books 
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