








2. Payment would not occur on an annual basis. it would be a one-time payment based on the annual average use as per 
the "Recoll try Implementation Program for Endangered fish Species in the Upper Colorado River Basill " (3-11-96): 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Opinion (i.e .. PG&E Project. 8-14-9/ ): and Solicitor Opinioll dated 8-
16-91 . The calculated payment for the Pinedale Anticl ine Project Operators is as follows: The PAPA will require 3.2 
acre fect of water usc per well (for construction. well drilling . dust abatement. etc.) and the average annual number of 
wells drilled would be 90 wells or 288 acre-feet of water usc. The current depletion rate (July 2000). which is adjustable 
based on inflation. is SI·U6 per acre-foot. Therefore. the PAPA Operators will be required to submit a payment of 
�~ �. �1�3�5 �. �6�8� by cenified check or money order. to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 11230 Connecticut Ave .. 
N.W .. Suite 900. Washington. D.C .. 20036. 

3. The scenario provided by USFWS where natural gas developed on Federal lands or minerals would be conveyed 
through a pipeline constructed as pan of the Pinedale Anticline Project would be a "Federal nexus" similar to the one 
described for access across BLM land to well sites on non-Federallandslminerals (sec page 4-16 of the FEIS). With 
such connccled actions. potential impacts to listed species would require consultation with USFWS. 

4. The paragraph for errata. Page 4-119 to 120. First Column. End of Page has been changed (changes in bold): 

5. 

Conditions that must exist to support a conclusion that the project alternatives would "not likely to adversely 
affect" black-footed ferrets. there would have to be a guarantee that no further ground-disturbing activity would 
proceed within the affected habitat IIl1kss �t�h�,�,�~� was assurance that the species was absent. A �C�O�I�I�C�I�I�"�~�n�C�e� of "not 
likely to adversely affect" would H �i�s�s�l�l�~�d� ",·here. for example. �l�I�~�i�l�h�~�,� a ferret 110' their sign is found during a 
survey. II" �I�~�r�n�t� 0' �t�"�~�i�r� sign was 10llnd dllring" �s�l�l�n�~�y�,� BLM wOII/ll stop "U "ction on the application in hand 
and initiate Section 7 review with USFWS. The USFWS would then determine when and under what conditions 
and/or prudent measures the action could proceed or that the action could not proceed. At that point. the USFWS 
would provide �C�O�n�C�I�I�"�~�I�I�C�e� tlull �t�h�~� actioll wo,,/II �b�~� "not likely to adversely affect" �b�"�'�c�l�c�-�f�o�o�l�e�d�/�~�"�d�s�.� No 
project-related activities ""ould or could continue until the USFWS issued their guidance or instruction. This would 
occur within the 135., window for Section 7 formal review (USFWS. 2000. P. Deibert. personal communication 
with 8IM). Given this interpretation wilh �I�I�P�p�,�o�p�r�i�I�J�I�~� �p�,�o�c�~�d�.�,�~�s� �e�;�r�t�~�n�d�e�d� "nd "pplUd 10 �"�l�I�l�i�s�t�~�d� "nd �p�,�o�p�o�s�~�d� 

�s�~�c�"�s �.� the conclusion would appropriately be that the project alternatives wo,,/II IIOt �j�~�o�p�"�, �d�j�z�. �~� �t�"�~� COnlilllled 
�~�X�i�s�U�I�I�C�~� of black·footed ferrets or other Federally listed species. 

Page 2. Founh full Paragraph beginning .. :The change on page 5-27 regarding applicability of wildlife laws ...... Change 
the paragraph for errata. Page 5-27. Column 1. Second Paragraph. Line 3 to read as follows: 

The only protection provided to many of these species on nOli' Federal lands and minerals is through state game 
laws. the Endangered Species Act. the MIgratOr)' Bird Treaty Act and other laws. 

6. Thank you for the updated information. 

Barry Johnson 

BLM wi ll take your comments into consideration during the course of determining the outcome of the proposed 
decision to be made at a later date. 
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