“Pranees Winton Champ: A Cornerstone of Cache Valley
Musical Culture

n exhibition drawn from Frances Winton Champ’s music library — a gift from the Champ
family to the library’s Special Collections and Archives — was on display at USU’s Merrill-
azier Library through the month of September. The exhibition, organized by Special Col-
lections & Archives, focused on one of Cache Valley’s musical leaders who played an important
role in the cultural development of Logan.

During the 1920s to 1940s, Frances Winton Champ was a unique talent in northern Utah. Few
people had her comprehensive musical training in concert performance. A perfectionist, she often
devoted eight to ten hours a day to practice.

The wife of Frederick Percival Champ, a former president of the Board of Trustees for USU and a
leader in Cache Valley banking, Frances Champ was an accomplished performer, gifted composer
and effective teacher. Her personal music library is unique and the exhibition features examples

of Mrs. Champ’s publications, practice notes, and a sampling of a collaborative work featuring

Mrs. Champ’s musical pieces paired with former USU professor and artist Everett Thorpe’s original
illustrations. The exhibition is enhanced with audio elements including computer access to the Inter-
national Music Score Library Project (IMSLP.org).

Jeff Lyon, a senior music education major, led efforts to assemble the exhibition with an internship funded by the Champ family. Em-
ployed with Special Collections, he brought a personal and professional interest to the project. As exhibition curator, Lyon conducted
the research for the exhibition and managed its installation.

A September 12 reception for the exhibition featured music students’ performances of Frances Winton Champ’s music. USU’s Dept.
of Music provided support and funding for the concert installing a Steinway concert grand piano in the Library’s foyer for the event
which included remarks by Caine College of the Arts Dean Craig Jessop.

Below: Jeff Lyon welcomes guests to the Exhibit Concert and Reception, organized with the USU Department of Music
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Mormons and the Civil War

Tred E. Woods will discuss “A Look at the Mormon Experience to and through

and in and out of Utah during the Civil War” in this year’s fall Friends of the
Library lecture. The event will be held October 27, 2011, in room 101 of the Merrill-
Cazier Library beginning at 7:00 p.m.

This lecture will present highlights of the dynamic story of the journey of European
converts by sail, trail and rail as they traveled east to west through north and south to
Utah during the Civil War. In addition, it will look at how the war was viewed by Mor-
mons both publicly and privately from both ends of the spectrum and how it influenced
the lives of Latter-day Saints in and out of Utah during this period (1861-1865).

Professor Woods received his Ph.D. in Middle East Studies from the University of Utah
with an emphasis in Hebrew Bible. He has a long and distinguished career in academia.
Currently he is the Richard L. Evans Chair at Brigham Young University in the depart-
ment of Church History & Doctrine. He is the author of several books and dozens of
articles dealing with the topic of Mormon migration in the 19th century.

“Friends Lecture October 27
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