




14 CIRCULAR No. 50 

Lice stay on the bodies of the fowls, and it is necessary to 
treat the pUllets for this pest when they are found. Treating 
each pullet with sodium fluoride or by working a small amount 
of blue ointment well into the feathers on the abdomen just 
below the vent are very effective in controlling this pest. With 
proper care there is little danger of this pest getting started in 
brooder chicks until the pullets mix with the older fowls. 

Where chicks are brooded with hens they are usually infected 
with lice very early. Where lice are found on young chicks, 
smearing a small amount of lard over the back of the head and 
neck and under the wings is perhaps the safest and best means 
of control. The hen should be thoroly treated for lice before the 
chicks are put with her. 

LEGHORNS EASILY CONFINED 

If small, active, nervous fowls are permitted to develop the 
habit of flying while young, it is almost impossible to keep them 
in any kind of yards. They can fly over fences .eight or ten 
feet high and can do so readily. If this habit is prevented fron1 
the start a fence five or six feet high will keep them in the 
yards. The writer has handled this in his home flock in the 
following manner: 

When the chicks first begin to fly (about six to eight weeks 
old) or when the cockerels and pullets are separated, they are 
run thru a catching crate and the flight feathers on one wing 
clipped. - Care should be taken not to clip the feathers too short 
and thus cause bleeding. The pUllets molt and develop a new 
coat of feathers, and the flight feathers of one wing are clipped 
again when about four and a half months old. With this practice 
the pullets grow and develop with the idea that they cannot fly, 
and the habit of flying ovefl fences does not develop later. The 
hens show no desire to fly out of the run which is enclosed on 
two sides by a board fence but five feet high without wire or 
any obstruction on top. Some of the hens have been kept until 
four years old. Their wing feathers have not been clipped since 
they were pullets. Unless the gates are left open there is no 
trouble whatever in keeping them in the run. 
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SUMMARY 

1. The heavy loss during the brooding period is usually due 
to poor care or improper feeding. 

2. More attention should be paid in the selection of the 
breeding stock so as to get the right kind of chicks. 

3. With proper care Leghorns can be well developed and 
brought into laying condition in five and a half to six months 
from hatching. The larger breeds usually take from four to 
eight weeks longer. 

4. To make good winter layers pullets should be brought into 
laying condition in the latter part of September or .October. 

5. Pullets laying in August or early September usually molt 
during November and December. 

6. Overcrowding or trying to raise too many chicks in a 
brooder is poor economy. There should be about one square 
foot of floor space for each three chicks in the brooder. 

7. Chicks of different ages should not be mixed. 

8. A brooder temperature of 95° to 100° F. the first week 
gradually reduced to about 80° F. at the end of the fourth week 
usually gives best results. 

9. The telnp~rature should be uniform; over-heating and 
chilling are equally harmful. 

10. Chicks should never be put into a brooder which has been 
used until it has been thoroly cleaned and disinfected. 

11. Chicks should not receive feed of any kind until forty
eight to sixty hours after hatching. 

12. Chicks receiyed from distant hatcheries should be fed as 
soon as received. 

13. Milk has a favorable influence on the control of digestive 
disorders and in reducing mortality; furthermore, it is readily 
digested by the chicks. 

14. Where. milk is available it should be kept before the 
chicks constantly in clean, sanitary drinking vessels. No water 
should be given for at least the first two weeks. 

15. Where milk is unavailable fresh clean water should 
always be kept before the chicks. 

16. Hard-boiled eggs should be fed when milk cannot be 



16 CIRCULAR No. 50 

obtained. Two eggs a day for each one hundred chicks for the 
first few days is recommended. 

17. Chicks should be kept busy. A clean dry straw litter 
should be kept on the feeding floor. 

18. There is no substitute for green feed in growing healthy, 
vigorous pullets. 

19. Where fresh green feed is not available, weHr-cured 
alfalfa leaves make a good substitute and should always be kept 
before the chicks. 

20. Chicks grow best on range where there is an abundance 
of fresh growing green feed. If kept in small runs fresh green 
feed should be supplied each day. 

21. During hot, sunny days artificial shade should be pro
vided when there is no natural shade in the runs. 

22. Fresh cool water or milk and chick-size grit should 
always be kept before the chicks. 

23. Drinking vessels and brooders should be kept clean and 
sanitary. 

24. The type of drinking vessel recommended for chicks is 
one which does not permit them to tramp in it. 

25. Mites and lice are especially bad during warm weather. 
During this period perches and chicks should be examined at 
frequent intervals. 

26. Cockerels and pullets grow better when kept in separate 
pens after the first six weeks. . 

27. Leg weakness in young chicks is usually caused by poor 
feeding but may be a symptom of some disease. 

28. Leghorns or other small, nervous fowls are easily kept 
in small pens if properly handled. 
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