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cases the people live in the nearby towns, while their fields may 
be �s�e�v�~�r�a�l� miles away. There is ample manure at hand to supply 
the humus needed by the soil, but it is generally so far away from 
the fields tht by the time it is applied to the farms, it has cost 
a dollar or more per �~�a�g�o�n� load. Realizing the importance of 
this through the inability of obtaining a cheap supply for the 
Experimental Farm, we have outlined a series of cover crop or 
green manuring tests upon part of our land. 

It is our plan to try a large number of species of plants at 
various seasons of the year, thus getting information as to what 
crop can best be depended upon to germinate and make good · 
growth during various seasons. and also what the effect will be 
upon the soil, trees, vines, etc., from various crops,. times planted, 
amount of growth, etc. So far, out of a considerable number 
tried for fall planting, rape seems to make the best stand and 
heaviest growth. In fall planting considerable difficulty is ex
perienced in having a satisfactory number of most crops germin
ate and then have water sufficient to cause ample growth. Of the 
non-leguminous plants, rape seems to fulfill the requirements, 
while hairy vetch does well as a nitrogen producer. This experi
!TIent will be continued for several years. 

DRYING FRUIT. 

One of the chief aims in our variety test of fruit is to find the 
varieties best adapted for drying, as it is in this form that a large 
amount of it must be sold.· It is so condensed in its nature, not 
subject to injury from rough roads and also imperishable if prop
erly packed, that it is probable most of it will be sold in this form. 
for many years. We have therefore given some attention to the 
manner of drying and handling our crops, thus endeavoring to 
get all information possible on the question. 

The disposal of our product, however, presents one of the 
most serious problems with which we have to deal. We have 
�n�e�~�r�l�y� one hundred varieties of the various fruits and from one 
tree of some of the orchard fruits to several hundred vines of 
some grapes. It is practically impossible to I:tandle the small 
amount of fruit from those varieties represented by but few plants 
without incurring considerable loss, except for the information 
gained, which of course is the end for which they were planted. 
Our efforts in· drying fruit are meeting with success, and those 
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varieties well represented, such as Thompson Seedless and Mus
cat grapes, are easily handled at remunerative prices. The qual
ity of the dry fruit produced in this region is attested by the fact 
that at the last National Irrigation Congress held at Boise, Idaho, 
in September, 1906, the first and second prizes on dried fruit were 
awarded to that produced in this district. The Exp~riment Sta
tion is the possessor of a fine silver cup which was the highest 
award on the product. 

FARM MANAGEMENT. 

The Station Farm is very well and economically managed. 
For th e past two years the foreman ' and one man have done prac
tically all of th~ work. In the future there is no -doubt but that 
it will be necessary to employ one more man, as the work is in
creasing each season with the maturity of the' fruits planted. 
The ever-increasing number of lines of investigation also are 
multiplying the amount of labor, and to meet the requirements 
of the work and maintain the farm in its present excellent condi
tion , more labor _ must be employed. It is noticeable also that 
each season the farmers of the surrounding country are realizing 
the importance of the work and are taking every opportunity to 
visit and study the results obtained. These visits, of course, de
mand that the foreman spend considerable time in discussing the 
various experiments and their resl:1lts. The Public Schools are 
taking advantage of the Station as a means of disseminating 
knowledge of fruit growing and gardening and the school chil
dren and teachers have made several trips there for this purpose. 

During the past season the number of visitors has been so 
large that in order to keep the farm in the orderly condition re
quired, it has been necessary for the foreman to puplish in the 
local papers that Saturday afternoon would be reserved for "Visi
tors' Day" and that at this time the public was invited to attend. 
It was also planned to devote the afternoon to practical illustra
tions of the various work in season, as well as to discuss the re
sults of experiments completed and under way. This brought 
the people out by the score and has greatly increased their appre
ciation of the work thafthe Station is doing. This, together with 
the exhibit made annually at the County Fair, which is comprised 
of varieties of fruit, both in their fresh condition and preserved 
as far as possible in their natural color, or dried, is accomplish-
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ing considerable towards enlightening the public upon important 
questions and conditions. 

The foreman keeps in his office a complete record of all 
planting made upon the .farm. Notes are taken regularly upon 
such points as, ·where plants are obtained, when planted, age 
when planted, leafing and blooming periods, irrigation, cultiva
tion, spraying, fruit thinning, ripening and harvesting period, 
amount of fruit, average growth and general condition of plant 
and all other points worthy of record. 

Upon the station grounds are the following buildings: Fore
man's residence, storage house and cistern, barn, two workmen's 
cottages, hay shed and imp~ement shed, besides the necessary 
out-buildings. They are all in good condition. We have, besides, 
a large cistern reservoir, over which is a shed supporting a tank, 
for use only in case of danger to the crops under experimentation 
from lack of water, should a break occur in the main canal. 
These, togeth er with the team and all implements, are in good 
condition. The orchards are all kept thoroughly cultivated and 
the trees are well pruned, making with the well-kept avenues and 
ubstantial buildings an attractive and pleasing appearance. 


