














The standard deviation of shoot growth from released buds following the July 8 
treatment (table 4) was much �g�r�~�a�t�e�r� than after previous treatments, reflecting an 
increasing irregularity in individual plant response to clipping. The release of 
buds treate,' �A�u�~�u�s�t� 4 and lack of subsequent elongation into shoots does resemble the 
response of eastern lowbush blueberry to pruning. Because carbohydrate reserves 
seemed adequate in Vaccinium gZobuUxre even at a time of high growth rates, it is 
likely that develorment of bud dormanc) in an increasing proportion of plants caused 
the decreased bud release and shoot elongation that occurred later in the growing 
season. 

Shoot growth following pruning with fire would probably be much greater than 
growth following hand clipping. Smith and Hilton (1971) found no differences in bud 
initiation between clipping and burning treatments of �~ �' �.� �:�~ �, �:�7 �· �· �·� ': . , - ;' : /f': . However, dry 
matter production was much higher after burning. They attributed differences to the 
effect of nutrients released in ash and favorable microclimatic changes. 

Miller (1977) stated that a spring fire would increase the density of v. pZobulare 
if fine fuels are dry enough to carry fire, and duff :-.:.d soil wet enough to protect 
rhizomes. Condit ions may be too wet to carry fire early in the season when plant growth 
potential is greatest. I f later fi ree; cause sufficient nutrient release to promote .Id­
ditional shoot growth, some compensatIon �m�a�~ �'� be made for reduced �~ �'� cci ni W'l growth 
potential. 

SlJ1.1MARY AND CONCI.ll"fO C; 

A clipping study was conducted to test the �h�)�~�t�h�e�s�i�s� that sprouting of 
globular e after prescribed fire was not affected hy seasonal variations in sp 'outing 
potential. There was no difference in the ability of V' . ,? cLui/.U' to InItiate new 
shoots after clipping during the most active part of the growing season. The nWhber 
of new shoots was the same after all clipping treatments made prior to August 4. Shoot 
growth that occurred after the first three clippi.lg treatments �w�~�s� related to the amount 
of growing season remaining after treatment. Decrease in average shoot growth after 
the July 8 treatment was caused by limited growth in some plants, although others grew 
as much as those clipped earlier in the growing season. Buds on plants clipped August 4 
were released, but very little shoot growth followed. The development of lateral bud 
dormancy probably affected bud release and shoot elongation after the July 8 and 
August 4 treatment. No change in growth was observed that could be related to expected 
high carbohydrate demands during early parts of the growing seasun. Plant growth stage 
apparently does not affect the number of shoots produced after prescribed f;re removes 
aboveground plant parts. 
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