






so these results are not unexpected. 

The bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus), a federally threatened species and state­
listed sensitive species, is a winter resident and migrant, and does not breed in the park. 
Bald eagles are more commonly seen along the cliffs and breaks of the park and along 
some streams and reservoirs outside of the park. 

The federally endangered and state sensitive California condor (Gymnogyps 
californianus) is an intermittent visitor in the park and is part of an experimental 
population in Utah. They are not known to use the park consistently, and do not use the 
park as a breeding area. 

The western yellow-billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus occidentalis) is a federal 
candidate species and state-listed sensitive species. It is considered a rare visitor in the 
park, and there has been only one sighting of this bird along Sheep Creek in 2002 
(Bryce Canyon National Park 2002b). Their primary breeding habitat is an overstory of 
cottonwood canopy, which is rare in the park. 

The southwestern willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus) is federally 
endangered and a state-listed sensitive species. It nests primarily in mid-to-Iow elevation 
riparian habitat along rivers, streams, or other wetlands where a dense growth of willows 
or other plants are present. This habitat is very rare in Bryce Canyon. Several surveys 
for southwestern willow flycatcher were conducted along riparian areas kl the park since 
1995. A few sightings were recorded along the Yellow Creek and Sheep Creek/Swamp 
Canyon drainages, but no signs of nesting or nesting behavior have been observed 
(Bryce Canyon National Park 1996-2002). 

The Utah prairie dog (Cynomys parvidens), a federally threatened species and state­
listed sensitive species, occurs in several colonies in the central and northern portions of 
the park that contain open, grassy meadows. The Utah prairie dog, a burrowing rodent in 
the squirrel family (Sciuridae), occurs only in southwestern Utah. It is a member of the 
white-tailed prairie dog group that once inhabited vast areas of the western Great Plains. 
The Utah prairie dog is the most restricted of the three members of this group. Its total 
numbers declined drastically from the 1920s to 1976. This decline was caused by 
human-related habitat alteration and by intentional poisoning, which resulted from the 
belief that prairie dogs compete with domestic livestock for forage. At present, the Utah 
prairie dog is still threatened over much of its range by loss of habitat. Despite the 
problems listed above, the Utah prairie dog saw an increase in overall population 
numbers between 1976 and 1991 (USFWS 1991). However, the population numbers 
have fluctuated overtime and have not continued on an upward trend (Utah Prairie Dog 
Recovery Implementation Team 1997). At Bryce Canyon National Park, Utah prairie dog 
reestablishment occurred between 1974 and 1988 after being eradicated from the park 
in the 1950s (Bryant 1995; Stebbins 1971). Since the reestablishment program, prairie 
dog population numbers at Bryce Canyon have fluctuated from under 50 animals to over 
200 (Wallen 2000). Colonies are found in the meadows of the park. The Mixing Circle 
and Mixing Circle Junction areas are meadows and the Mixing Circle represents the 
largest viable colony of Utah prairie dogs in the park. There are no colonies located in 
the area of the proposed rehabilitation project so no impacts are "expected as a result of 
initiating this project. 

The Kanab ambersnail (Oxyloma haydeni kanabensis), a federally endangered and · 
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state-listed sensitive species, is not known to occur in the park. Kanab ambersnails are 
found in three distinct localities: Three Lakes and Kanab Creek in Utah, and another 
population in Arizona (UDWR 2001). All of these areas are disjunct from the park. 

The Coral Pink Sand Dunes tiger beetle (Cincindela limbata albissima) , a federally 
endangered and state-listed sensitive species, is not found in Bryce Canyon. Its 
distribution is limited to the sand dunes within Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park and 
also on adjacent lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management (USDI, USFWS 
1997). 

The remaining species listed as endangered by the USFWS for Garfield and Kane 
Counties are fish, including the Colorado pikeminnow (Ptychocheilus lucius), 
razorback sucker (Xyrauchen texanus) , humpback chub (Gila cypha) , and bony tail 
(Gila elegans). None of these is found within Bryce Canyon, primarily due to a lack of 
appropriate habitat (K. Legg, personal communication 2004). 

State-Listed or Other Sensitive Species 
Three other species that occur in Bryce Canyon are listed by the State of Utah or 
recognized by park staff as sensitive or rare as discussed below. 

The peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus anatum) was removed from the federal list of 
endangered and threatened species in 1999 and is not on the state list, but Bryce 
Canyon staff continues to keep data on nesting sites. Surveys for peregrines have been 
conducted at Bryce Canyon National Park since 1982. All nesting territories are located 
to the east of the rim and south of the main amphitheater, including below the project 
area. There are seven known nesting sites/territories within the park, all located along 
the breaks or cliffs. Falcons nest on cliff ledges, but hunt in surrounding open woodlands 
and grasslands. 

The northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis) , a state-listed species that is under a 
Conservation Agreement, is known to nest in the park and hunt over open grasslands. 

The fringed myotis (Myotis thysanodes) is listed as a state wildlife species of concern 
and has been documented in and near the park. A bat survey performed in 1995 using 
mist nets caught fringed myotis at two of six locations in the park, along East Creek and 
Yovimpa Pass. Habitat along these drainages was characterized as montane grassland 
and montane foresUwoodland (Foster et al. 1995). 
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