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FIGURE 6. AVERAGE VALUE OF BUTTER FAT, COST OF FEED, AND NET RETURNS, 1912-13. Ar-
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To double this production as was done in Denmark in 24
years would mean an annual increase of $3,808,000 over the
present income of the 85,000 dairy cows in Utah.

The average yearly yield of butter fat per cow in the Rich-
mond-Lewiston Association was 250.8 pounds the first year
and 251.1 pounds the second.

The highest herd average for the first year was 344.5 pounds
of fat. For the second year it was 300.9. The low herds av-
eraged 194.5 and 199.1 pounds respectively.

The high producing cows were more economical than cows
producing less fat.

Seventeen cows during the two years failed to produce
enough fat to pay for their feed.

The difference in butter fat yield between the most and
the least profitable cow in each herd ranged from 40.7 to 324.7
pounds. A difference in profit as high as $111.65 per year be-
tween the two is noted.

Forty-eight of the best cows would be a more profitable
herd than 189 of the poorest.

Wide variation in yield of butter fat and net returns be-
tween cows in the same herd was found. This is customary
in untested herds.

To increase the average butter fat production of all the
cows of the state as much as the increase shown in herd O
the second year would mean an annual increase of $1,251,200
over the present annual value of the butter fat. To raise it up
to the standard of the Richmond-Lewiston Association would
raise the value $3,000,000.

A long lactation period is necessary to highest production.

There is no correlation between the amount of fat pro-
duced the first month and the annual record.

Dairy bred cows show a decided tendency toward a longer
lactation period than scrub cows.

A cow for highest production should be dry longer than one
month, but a rest longer than two months adds nothing to her
powers of production.

Lactation periods of various length from 7 to 18.5 months,
provided they are preceded and followed by normal dry periods,
in all cases seem to yield the same fat and profit in any given
length of time. The shorter periods -have the advantage in
the number of calves produced.

Cows freshening in the fall produced on the average 43.1
pounds more fat and returned $9.43 more profit above cost of
feed during the next twelve months than cows freshening in
the spring. The cost of feed was only $5.33 more per head
for the cows calving in the fall. .



