








be kept segregated from the mature fowls and brooded on soil not previously
occupied by older fowls. Droppings from the mature flocks may adhere to the
shoes of the attendant and may be tracked to the brooder-house, = As a safeguard
it is well to wear rubbers over the shoes and remove them before entering the
brooder-house or yards. Improperly cleaned brooder equipment, flies, birds, mice,
and streams are also possible sources of infection and should be guarded against.

Treatment

In severe outbreaks the California Agricultural Experiment Station has dem-
onstrated that, together with sanitary precautions, the addition of large quantities
of milk to the ration is beneficial. They have found that milk should make up 40
per cent of the ration and, therefore, have suggested the following mash mixture
where dry skim milk or buttermilk is to be used:

Dry skim milk or buttermilk ..ccooooeiioeieaanes 40 Ibs.
Wheat bran 10 Ibs.

Yellow cornmeal /... 2. 30 lbs.
jﬂ &r
This mash/is fed immediately after it’has been definitely determined that the

with coccidiosis. Scratch grain is fed once or twice daily, but the
amount consumed should not equal more than one-third to one-half the weight of
mash consumed. Adequate green feed and increased drinking space should be
provided. If liquid milk or buttermilk is used the chicks should be given no water
and fed no mash but should be given the allowance of grain and green feed
mentioned above. The containers for the milk should be constructed so as to
prevent chicks from contaminating the contents with droppings.

As soon as the disease disappears the original ration is gradually resumed.
The duration of the milk ration will depend somewhat upon the severity of the
outbreak. In no event should the high milk ration continue longer than two weeks.
The limited value in controlling the disease, expense, and tendency to cause too-~
early egg production makes the milk treatment applicable for short periods only.
In acute outbreaks the daily scraping and sweeping of the floors and soil where
the chicks congregate is highly recommended.

The treatment of the chronic infection of older birds is brought about in much
the same manner as in the chicks. However, it is well to separate out the visibly
sick and to administer the milk treatment only to those affected. The treatment
is continued until visible improvement is apparent, The results obtained will be in
direct proportion to the ability of the caretaker to keep the floors and yards as
clean and as dry as possible.

The administration of various drugs in an effort to check the malady is of
questionable value. Poultrymen should beware of various patented powders and
liquids sold on the market as cures for coccidiosis. IF DRUGS ARE GIVEN
THEY SHOULD BE PURCHASED THROUGH A COMPETENT VETER-
INARIAN AND ADMINISTERED ACCORDING TO HIS DIRECTIONS.
Thus far, no drug has been definitely proved to be of appreciable value in the
treatment of this disease.
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