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R Posttest for Dinosaur Tracks
m Say, “Hi, name of student. I'm going to ask you some questions about the book your teacher just read to you.”

(Show book cover).

For each question, to probe for more information, say, “What else can you tell me about ?”

If the student’s answer matches one of the possible answers below, check it. If it matches partially, draw a line
through the parts of the answer the student left out. :

if the answer doesn’t match any of the possibilities provided, record the major content of the student’s answer in
the space provided.

1. What happens to most footprints that are made in sand or mud?
__they wash away '
__they dry out and blow away in the wind

2. If afootprint is going to become a fossil, what has to happen first?
__the footprint is covered in sand and mud
__the stream rises and spreads sand over the footprints

3. What happens after the dinosaur’s tracks are-covered up with sand and mud?
__water gets in and turns the mud to stone -
__the mud turns to stone
__the dinosaur’s tracks turn into fossils

4. How long are the fossil tracks underground?
__alongtime
_ millions of years

5. How do the dinosaur track fossils get uncovered so that people can find them?
__heat and pressure move the lower layers upward and ’
__wind/rain wear away the top layers

6. How do scientists figurerut what dinosaurs’ feet looked like?
__fossils of footprints and dinosaur skeletons are compared

7. What do scientists learn from looking at fossil footprints?
__ different types of dinosaurs had different kinds of feet
__study the tracks to figure out which type of dinosaur made them

8. Whatis a trackway?
__aseries of two or more tracks made by the same animal
__ aset of footprints

9. What can scientists learn from studying trackways?
__ they give clues about whether a dinosaur was walking or running
__meat-eating dinosaurs (theropods) left footprints with three main toes
__meat-eating dinosaurs (theropods) sometimes had one small toe that pointed inward
__ theropod tracks looked like bird tracks
__ little theropods had long narrow tracks
__T. rex-sized meat eaters made wide tracks
__ Plant eaters had three toes
__ Plant eaters could walk on hind legs or all fours
__sauropods (4-legged plant eaters) had dainty front feet
__sauropods had huge oval-shaped hind feet
__hard to find tracks of stegosaurs, armored dinosaurs, and horned dinosaurs
__ sauropods lived in herds
__ other plant eaters and meat eaters may have lived in groups

10. What have scientists learned from studying the skeletons of dinosaurs?
__ birdlike tracks were made by theropods
__theropod dinosaurs were the ancestor’s of today’s birds
__ birds and dinosaurs are related
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