
















8 Bulletin No. 17,5 

falling during April, May, and June, good crops may usually be 
expected in Utah. Table II gives the rainfall on or near the 
dry-farm stations. 

Evaporation.-The only evaporation observations on the 
experimental dry-farms are those made at Nephi �w�h�e�r�~� these 
data have been taken f or the last twelve years f rom April 1 to 
0ctober 31, inclusive. The -average monthly and average total 
inthes evaporated follows: 

Table III. Evapor ati on from a Fr ee-water Surface at Nephi 
fr om A'pril to October, Inclusive. 

(Aver age of 12 years) 

Average Monthly Evaporation (i nches) 
�~ �-�-�-�-�-�,�;�-�;�-�-�;�-�-�-�;�;�;�-�,�;�;�-�-�-�-�-�-�;�-

April I May I June 1 July IA ugustlSeptemberlOctober 
4.282/ 6.8471 8.7471 9.3811 9.1031 6.290 1 3.518 

Tot al 
Evaporation 

(inches) 
47.265 

In dry-f arm sections economical crop production demands 
that the soil not only be in a condition to absorb moisture readily 
but also to retain it . At Nephi the average evaporation from a 
free water surface exceeds the average precipitation by three
and one-half times, and evaporation is probably as great at all 
other stat ions. This comparatively high evaporat ion is due to 
the large proportion of sunshine, the low humidity, and moderate 
winds. 

Temperature.-The temperature during the growing season 
is sufficiently high to produce successful crops at the several 
experimental dry-farms, but often the spring and fall f r osts do 
damage. The foll owing table gives the more important t emper
ature data concerned with dry-farming: 

Table IV. Frost Dates and Length of Growing Season. 

j 
Record Average Average Average Length Absolute Absolute 

Station in Last in First in of Growing Latest in Earli est 
Years Spring Fall Season Spring in Fall 

Pa.rowan .... 27 May 29 Sept. 27 121 July 3 Sept. 5 
NephL ....... 23 May 29 Sept. 28 123 June 25 Sept. 12 
Monticello. 10 May 26 Sept. 3 127 June 26 Sept. 12 
Richfield .... 23 June 1 Sept. 18 109 July 9 Aug. 26 
Tooel e ........ 22 May 11 Oct. 10 152 June 15 Sept. 14 
Cedar City 13 May 12 Sept. 26 136 May 28 Sept. 6 
K anab ........ 10 May 27 Sept. 30 126 June 26 Sept. 14 

Wind.-Nephi is the only dry-farm station at which wind 
data have been taken. The average daily wind from April 1 to 
October 31, inclusive, has been 94.68 miles, or an average velocity 


