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Markers for chart paper
Writing paper for students

Inquiry and Modeling

Mini-lesson (20-30 minutes): Today students will use structural sequence to help them

organize information.

L]

Say, “Students. we have learned that when authors write nonfiction books they
use different structures or ways to help them organize their thinking. Yesterday
we practiced using comparison to help us tell facts about something. Let’s look at
yesterday’s list again. Can you tell me one way that puppies and kittens are the
same? Can you tell me one way they are different?”

Say, “Today we are going to practice using a structure called sequence to show
another way to organize our thinking about facts. Sequence tells us the order of
what happens. For example, when I got up this morning, first I got dressed, next 1
made pancakes, and then | ate breakfast. The words first, next. and then are clues
that tell us the order or sequence of what I did this momning. Authors use clue
words like this to help us put our thinking in order. If | told you about my
morning by saying that | ate breakfast and I made pancakes. you might think that 1

made pancakes after | had already eaten breakfast. That would be silly! ™

Ask the students to list some other words that tell sequence, such as soon. after.
finally or last. Write all the sequence words on word cards.

Tell the students that while you are reading the book, From Tadpole to Frog. they
They should also listen for words that

are to listen for information about the frog
tell the order of what happens first in a frog
Read aloud the story. pausing if the students wish to discuss or clarify any

s life.

content

Shared Writing

Ask two or three students to tell you one fact that they heard from the book. Write
each fact on chart paper or separate pieces of paper.

Next. show students the sequence word cards. Ask them if they could use any of
the word cards with the facts that vou have just written. If you wrote the facts on
chart paper, put numbers in {ront of the sentences in the order that makes the most
sense or cut the facts into separate pieces of paper to rearrange them. Put them up
on the board with the sequence words in between to show correct sequence.
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Figure A-4. Sample sequence chart. Students listed essential information on chart paper,
cut between each fact to make strips. put the strips in the order they felt made the most
sense sequentially and then glued the strips onto chart paper with sequence words in
between each piece of information.

* Say. “Now that we have our story in order. we need to add an opening statement.
This helps a reader to understand what we are going to tell them about and helps
them to think about what they already know about this subject. For example, what
do vou think you would read about if an opening statement said. “There are
different types of clouds™? How about if it said. “Cheetahs run faster than any
other land animal™? It also helps get their attention so they want to continue

le of a frog, our opening

reading what we wrote. Since we wrote about the life cy
statement should give the reader clues that they will be reading about frogs.

e Discuss with the students possible opening statements. You or a student should
add the opening statement to the information in the sequential list.

s Say. “There is one last thing we need to complete our information. Just like we
need an opening statement, we need to have a closing statement too. Think about
having a conversation with a friend on the phone. First you say, “Hello™. Next,
you tell each other what you are thinking about. Then, vou say, “Goodbye™ before
you hang up the phone. A closing statement is a bit like saying “Goodbye™ to a
reader. Many authors use a closing statement to remind us about the most
important information in what we have just read. Sometimes they even use almost
the same information as in the opening statement. It is a bit like reminding the
reader what vou already told them and letting them know that you are finished
giving them information.

e Say. “Authors do not usually just say ‘Goodbye’ at the end of a book though. The
words we use at the end of a story need to match what you are writing about or it
will confuse someone who is reading it. We can tell the readers why we like
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something or what we think is the best part of what our topic is. For example. if
we are writing about ice cream we could say, “T think strawberry ice cream is the
best!™ or “It’s great 1o eat ice cream on a hot summer day.”

o Discuss with the students some possible closing statements and add the chosen
statement to the information on the chart.

Collaborative Writing

Accountability/Assessment (10-20 minutes): Tell the students that they will have a
chance to practice writing some information in sequential order.

e Ask students to think about what they do at school each day. Remind them that
authors try to give their readers the most important information. and that it helps a
reader understand it better if it is in sequential order.

o Tell the students that you will be looking for three things in their writing today: an
opening statement, sequence words with at least three things that they do at school
each day. and a closing statement.

o Divide the class into pairs for this writing practice and give them paper to write
their ideas on.

e As you walk around to check on the different groups, encourage them to add

detailed information to their lists.

Author’s Chair (5-10 minutes): Allow each pair to report back to the class or to a group
of six or eight students. Remind them to listen for the three required items in each paper,

and to help their classmates add them if needed.

> with writing with a seribe. Some students

Yair students who strugg
list of daily activities. Students may need several
ng before they are ready to work on their own.

Accommodations:
may be able to make a longer
experiences with shared wri

Day 4

Time Needed (30-40 minutes)

Objective: Students will begin writing their own nonfiction text including use of a
comparison/contrast strategy. In lessons one through three they have been introduced to
the concepts of using essential information, comparison, and organizational sequence.
Now they will use these same elements to write their own text. Revisiting each element
separately over the next three days with additional scaffolding as needed. will help to
increase their comfort level with using these features.

Materials Needed:
*  Writing paper for each student
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e All charts and completed work from the first three les
e Nonfiction texts on a variety of subjects at the students’ reading levels
(If possible, include several books on each topic. Each student needs to be able to
choose at least one.)

Modeling

Mini-lesson (10-15 minutes): Today students will choose a topic and write a rough draft
which includes at least one comparison. (Younger children may all need to write about
the same topic so they can listen to someone read the nonfiction books.)

e Say. “Today we are going to use what we have learned about writing nonfiction to
start our own nonfiction books. Let’s review the steps we have taken so far.”

e Say. “First we talked about choosing the essential or most important information.
We also talked about getting information from an expert and putting that
information into our words so we are not stealing someone else’s thoughts. Next.
we learned about comparing our topic to something else to help the reader better
understand what we are writing about. Then, we put our thoughts in a sequential

order so it made the most sense.”

e Review the written charts from previous lessons if needed. Make sure these
examples are placed where students can see them easily as they begin their own
work.

e The first step we take today will be to choose a topic that we want to write about.”

»  Show students the book choices or choose a topic as a class.

o Tell the students they will read (or listen to) the chosen book and pay careful
attention to the information the expert tells them. Remind them to be thinking
about how they can put that information into their own words so that they are not
taking someone else’s thinking.

e Next. they will write at least three facts that they learned from the book.

o Finally. they will use at least one statement telling how their topic compares to
something else. Remind the students that they can use clue words to tell their
reader that they should be thinking about differences.

Independent Writing

Accountability/Assessment (20-30 minutes): Students will begin their rough draft
which must include at least three statements about their topic and at least one comparison
statement. Remind them that there are three requirements for this lesson:

* Use your own words.
e Include three or more facts from the expert.
* Compare it to something else.

Collaboration

Author’s Chair (5-10 minutes): Allow students to report their progress to the class or to
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small groups. Help students check to see if they have included all requirements.

Accommodations: Some students may need a reader to help them with nonfiction books
bevond their readability level. Students from an older class or parent volunteers could be

accessed for this assignment.

Objective: Students will continue adding information to their rough draft and include
some sequence words.

Materials Needed:
* Student rough drs
*  All class written charts from previous lessons

is from previous lesson

*  Student writing paper
« Nonfiction texts from previous lesson

Modeling

Mini-lesson (5-10 minutes): Today students will add to the information from the
previous lesson and include another nonfiction strategy. sequence.
e Quickly review what students have learned in previous lessons.
e Have the students reread the sequence words they wrote in lesson 3. Remind them
that these words help an author to put information in the best order. and they help

a reader to make more sense of the information.
o Remind the students of the need to use their own words to include facts from the
experts. Also remind them to include essential or most important information.
* Say, “Today you will be using another expert to add to your information. You will
need to use a different book than yvou did yesterday. [t will be important to read
carefully to make sure you choose new information that you did not include in

what you already wrote.”
s “Your other task today is to see if you can include some of the sequence words we
learned about in our earlier lesson.

Independent Writing
Accountabilitv/Assessment (20-30 minutes): Students will choose another nonfiction

book to add to their own information.
e Each student should add at least three more facts using their own words.




e They should include at least two sequence words in their information.

e As you walk around, check to make sure the students are adding information
which relates to their topic and is different from what they wrote during the
previous lesson.

Collaboration
Author’s Chair (5-10 minutes): Allow students to share their writing with a small group

of students. Ask them to respectfully listen for the required information and help their
classmates add missing information.

Accommodations: As in the previous lesson, some students may need a reader to help
them with nonfiction books beyond their readability level. Students from an older class or
parent volunteers could be accessed for this assignment.

Day 6

Time Needed (30-40 minutes)

Objective: Students will add opening and closing statements and cite reference
information to their work.

Materials Needed:
s All student rough drafts
e (Class charts and lists from previous lessons
s  Nonliction texts [rom previous lessons
e White board and markers or chart paper for citing references

Inquiry and Modeling

Mini-lesson (10-15 minutes): Today students will write source information and add
opening and closing statements for their books.

e Say, “Now that you have written some factual information about your topic. you
will need to decide what to use for an opening statement that will grab a reader’s
attention and make them want to continue reading. Remember it needs to be
interesting and give the reader clues about what they will read.”

e Say. “Your next job today is to add a closing statement that reminds readers of the
most important ideas in your book and lets them know that you are finished
giving them information.”

e Say, “Today we will also be doing a very important step that relates to using
information from an expert but not stealing their thinking. We are going to cite
our sources or write the information that would tell any reader where our
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information came from.”

“The first thing we need to know is the author’s name. In the book, Puppies and
Kittens, the author’s name is Nicole Corse. The way I write this in my source
information is by putting her last name. a comma, a space. and then her first name
like this.” Write “Corse. Nicole™ on chart paper or the board.

“The next thing | need to know is when the book was published. That information
is usually inside the front cover or right after the title page. We look for the word
“copyright”” which tells us when the book was made. In our source information we
list the publishing year in parentheses followed by a period.” Add (2010).

“Then we write the title of the book and underline it or put it in italics if we are
typing this information. Make sure you put a capital letter at the beginning of each
word (except some two or three letter words) in the title.” Write “Puppies and
Kittens™ after the date, followed by another period.

“The next thing we look for on the same page that we found the publishing date is
where the book was published. Puppies and Kittens was published in New York
City, New York so we will write that next with a comma between the city and
state. and a period at the end. I will write the abbreviation for the state of New
York as NY.” Add “New York. NY.”

“Finally. we write the name of the company that published the book. Puppies and
Kittens was published by Scholastic so we will add that to our source information
and then one final period.” Add Scholastic.

Say. "Let’s go through these steps one more time. This time [ will write a label for
cach part of the reference to help us remember what comes next.” Go through the
sequence one more time, adding a caption with a different color of marker to help
auide students through this process.

“Now your job is to add the source information to your own writing. You will
need both of the books that you got information out of. We will write all of this
source information on a new sheet of paper that will go at the back of your
finished book.”

Independent Writing

Accountability/Assessment (30-40 minutes): Students will add the three outlined tasks

to their rough drafts.

Place the example of writing source information where students can sce it easily.

L]
e Help them locate the books they need to get source information from.
s Remind them to add an interesting opening and closing statement to their writing.
e As you walk around, check to make sure the students are able to find the correct
information for citing sources.
Collaboration

Author’s Chair (10-30 minutes): Each student should have the opportunity to meet with

a partner or small group to check their work and add any missing information.




Accommodations: Younger children may need extra help with citing sources.

Day 7

Time Needed (60-90 minutes)

Objective: Students will revise. edit, write and illustrate a final copy of their story.

Materials Needed:
e Scissors or colored pencils for revision
e Student rough drafts
o A list of sight words that must be spelled correctly
s [Editing checklist
o Paper or booklets for final copy of student writing
e Art materials for illustration

Modeling

Mini-lesson (5-10 minutes): Today students will edit and then complete final drafts of

their work.

e Say, “Now that we have written the information about vour topic, added an
opening statement and a closing statement. and listed your sources, we are ready
to write the final draft and put illustrations in it.”

e “First. you will need to read your information to see it it makes sense. If you need
to change the order of your sentences. you may either cut them apart and tape
them back together in the right order. or you may use a colored pencil to number
them in order.”

e “Next. you will use the editing checklist to make sure you have corrected any
CITOrS,

o Show students a copy of the editing checklist and explain each step on the list.
Tell them they will each have a copy to fill out as they put the final touches on
their own book. Answer any questions they may have.

e Remind students where they can find the sight words that they will be expected to
spell correctly.

o Hand out the final draft paper or booklets and give any special directions for use.

e [t may be more efficient to have students finish the writing on all pages before
they begin illustrating.

Independent Writing

Accountability/Assessment (40-60 minutes): Students will proofread and revise their




rough drafis.

e First, they will look for an opening sentence that will grab a reader’s attention and
tell the reader what they will be reading about.

o Next. they will make sure they have at least three to five fact statements,

e Then they will read their work aloud to themselves while checking for sentence
fluency and looking for spots that may need additional information or revised
sentences. 1f sentence order needs to be changed. it should be done before editing.

e Next, they will check to make sure they have included a closing statement to let
the reader know they are finished giving them information about this topic.

s Students will go through each sentence in their book looking for capital letters in
the correct places.

e Next they will check for correct sentence punctuation.

e Then they will reread looking for sight words that must be spelled correctly.

¢ [Each student should read his/her manuscript to a buddy to be certain that it sounds
right when read aloud.

e Write in final draft form on special paper or in a booklet.

e Draw and color illustrations for each page.

Collaboration

Author’s Chair (20-40 minutes): Each student should have an opportunity to share
his/her work. This could be accomplished in small groups or over a period of several

days.

Accommodations: Some students may be capable of using technology to complete the
final draft of their book.




60

My Editing Checkhst

I have an opemng 'Yes [No |
‘statement ;

I have used at least three | Yes No
facts. |

e | |
I have a closing statement. ‘ Yes No

i pu_t_aaﬁtal at the Yes No
beginning of each sentence ‘

and each name. | | )
I put a period at the end of | Yes No
each sentence.

I usgd_n_ly_bcst - | ‘ Yes | No
handwriting.

'My pictures match m_y "”Yes No
|story.




Appendix B

Daily Writing Instruction Log Sheet




Name

Daily Writing Instruction Log Sheet
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Time spent on instruction:

Focus of lesson:

Texts used:

| Student response:
-Connections to read-alouds
-Evidence of focus skill

| Suggestions for further instruction:




Appendix C

Student Work Sample Evaluation
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Student Work Sample Evaluation

e s =
Writing element Example from student work | Evaluator notes

i Genre features present:
(Sequence, descriptions,
comparisons, table of
contents, caplinns. ete.)

Named the topic: [

| Stayed on topic:
|

Supplied facts or reasons:

I & -
Sense of closure:

Use of source material:

I R I

L
Evidence of revision ‘ |
based on feedback [

from teacher or peer:

Conventions:




Appendix D

Informal Observation Data
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Informal Observation Data

Writing lesson observed:

Observation: Reflection:




