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other parameters. The magnitude of this vertical wind was 100 
rn/s. This was done for June solstice conditions. The F2 peak 
electron density went up by a factor of about 2.4 at 1200 LT 
and by a factor of about 8.5 at 2400 LT. The peak height 
increased by about 50 km at 1200 L T and by about 20 km at 
2400 LT. The plasmaspheric density increased considerably 
when the vertical wind was included, by a factor of about 6.1 at 
1200 L T and 6.4 at 2400 LT. This is further evidence of the 
considerable control that ionospheric 0+ has on plasma
spheric density levels. It should also be noted that the model 
results of Rippeth et al. [1992] show that the ·degree of correla
tion between N mF2 ratios and plasmaspheric density ratios 
depends on the neutral wind profile. 

4.2. Interchange of Neutral Densities and 
Temperatures Between Hemispheres 

The dependence of the annual variation on neutral parame
ters was tested by switching the neutral densities and tempera
tures between hemispheres. However, the calculated photo
ionization production rates were not switched. This change 
would affect the production rates of 0+ due to charge exchange 
with H+ and also the 0+ loss rates. This was done for both June 
and December solstice conditions. It was found that the equa
torial density at 2400 L T increased by a factor of about 1.5 in 
June and about 1.2 in December. The December to June ratio 
was somewhat lower in this case, about 1.2; originally the 
December to June ratio was about 1.5. 

4.3. Interchange of Photoproduction Rates 
Between Hemispheres 

Finally, the dependence of the annual variation on photo
production rates was tested by switching the photoionization 
production rates between hemispheres, without changing the 
neutral densities and temperatures. This was done for June and 
December solstice conditions. The equatorial density at 2400 
LT increased by a factor of about 1.3 in June and about 1.1 in 
December. The December to June ratio was about 1.3. 

In summary, three numerical tests were done. The most 
striking results were found when a vertical wind, with magni
tude equal to lOOmis, was included in order to raise the 0+ pro
me. In this case the plasmaspheric density went up by a factor 
of about 6, showing how ionospheric 0+ can control plasma
spheric density levels. The other two tests involved inter
changing first the neutral densities and temperatures and then 
the photoionization production rates between hemispheres, 
for both June and December solstice conditions. In each case 
the December to June density ratio was lowered (by about the 
same amount in each case) but was still greater than one. This 
happened because plasmaspheric densities in June increased 
considerably, whereas those in December only slightly in
creased. This probably reflects the much larger value that the 
average photoionization coefficient (the ratio of the photo
production rate to the atomic oxygen density) has in the 
December summer hemisphere compared to other hemispheres 
(as a result of more exposure to sunlight), which means that 
the December summer 0+ levels would be higher and not as 
affected by changes in other parameters. In tum, the December 
plasmaspheric density would be determined largely by the 
summer 0+ density in the upper ionosphere and hence would 
not change as much as the June plasmaspheric density. That 
the results were about the same in the second and third cases 
suggests that the neutral atmosphere and solar illumination are 

equally important for producing the annual variation in 
plasmaspheric density. 

s. Discussion 

Torr and Torr [1973] did a global study of the seasonal be
havior of electron density in the F2 layer, where 0+ is the 
dominant ion. They found that during solar maximum condi
tions, most of the northern hemisphere and a region in the 
southern hemisphere have the highest F2 peak electron densi
ties during the winter rather than the summer, and the term 
winter anomaly has been applied to this relationship. In the 
South Pacific and South Atlantic regions the highest iono
spheric densities occur during the summer; this appears to be 
due to charged particle precipitation in regions surrounding 
the geomagnetic anomaly. However, over much of the 
southern hemisphere the highest electron density occurs near 
the equinoxes. During solar minimum conditions the South 
Atlantic anomaly plays an important role for field lines whose 
southern end is in this region. Particle precipitation in this 
region causes enhanced heating, which enhances convection 
of atomic oxygen from the southern summer hemisphere to the 
northern winter hemisphere and inhibits the reverse flow 
(northern summer to southern winter). 

Previous modeling studies [Rees et al., 1988; Sojka and 
Schunk, 1989] have shown the existence of the winter 
anomaly for solar maximum conditions. Rees et al. [1988], 
using a coupled thermosphere/polar ionosphere model, found 
the winter anomaly in the northern polar ionosphere for 
magnetic latitudes greater than 55°. Sojka and Schunk [1989] 
used a global ionosphere model, with neutral densities taken 
from the MSIS 77 model [Hedin et al., 1977], to show that the 
winter anomaly existed in the northern hemisphere at all 
universal times between magnetic latitudes of 30° and 60°. 

Our study, for solar minimum conditions, showed that 
average 0+ density in the northern hemisphere exhibited the 
winter anomaly when the geomagnetic longitude was 300° but 
not when the geomagnetic longitude was 120°; in the southern 
hemisphere the winter anomaly was not present at either 
longitude. Since the southern end of a field line with geomag
netic longitude equal to 300° is approximately in the South 
Atlantic anomaly region, this would be consistent with the 
results of To" and To" [1973] for solar minimum conditions. 

We suggest that the observed annual variations in plasma
spheric density near 300° geomagnetic longitude are due to the 
lack of a winter anomaly in the southern hemisphere. 0+ 
densities are higher in December than in June for both the 
northern hemisphere (for which there is a winter anomaly) and 
the southern hemisphere. This is supported by observational 
results of Lal [1992], which show that globally averaged F2 
peak densities are higher in December than in June, with the 
ratio being approximately 1.2. 

Finally, the question remains as to why 0+ levels vary. The 
0+ densities will depend upon the amount of time that an iono
sphere is sunlit and also upon neutral species densities, par
ticularly atomic oxygen and hydrogen in the upper iono
sphere. To" et al. [1980] have shown that the observed varia
tions in 0+ density at the F2 peak, including the seasonal 
anomaly, can largely be explained in terms of seasonal and 
geographic variations in neutral densities if the correct 
thermospheric chemistry is assumed. In addition, for solar 
maximum conditions, production of N2 vibrational excita
tions is high enough to reduce the peak electron density by an 



8020 GUITER ET AL.: ANNUAL VARIATIONS IN PLASMASPHERIC DENSITY 

additional 30% in summer [Torr et al., 1980]. It can be seen 
that the neutral atmosphere plays a very large role in determin
ing the annual variation in plasmaspheric density, not directly 
through H+ density levels, but indirectly by controlling 0+ 
densities. In addition, neutral wind profiles and photoioniza
tion rates also have a role in determining the annual variation. 

6. Conclusions 

We have shown that for a field line whose geomagnetic 
longitude is 300°, the modeled plasmaspheric density in 
December is greater than that in June, and the December to 
June ratio is in rough agreement with observations (for L = 2). 
For this longitude the field line tilt is such that the southern 
end of a flux tube is farther from the geographic equator than 
the northern end, and the ionospheres are exposed to sunlight 
longer in December than in June. In contrast, for a field line 
whose geomagnetic longitude is 1200

, the modeled plasma
spheric density in June is greater than that in December. For 
this longitude the field line tilt is reversed, so that the iono
spheres are exposed to sunlight longer in June than in 
December. 

While our results might seem to support the hypothesis that 
annual variations are caused by solar flux variations which are 
due to the tilt of the magnetic dipole axis, it should be noted 
that for both longitudes, diurnally averaged 0+ levels in the 
upper ionosphere vary in the same sense as plasmaspheric 
densities. This, together with the theoretical analysis given 
above, would suggest that plasmaspheric densities are sensi
tive to 0+ levels in the upper ionosphere. This was tested by 
raising 0+ levels with a vertical neutral wind and seeing the 
rise in plasmaspheric density. It should also be noted that 
interchanging the photoionization rates between hemispheres 
did not change the December to June ratio significantly. 
Furthermore, observational results [Clilverd et al., 1991] and 
previous modeling work [Clilverd et al., 1991 ; Rippeth et al., 
1992] have shown that the annual variation of plasmaspheric 
density is correlated with the annual variation of F2 peak 
density. Therefore we conclude that annual variations in 
plasmaspheric density are due to similar variations in iono
spheric 0+. 
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