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ABSTRACT 

Insect sampling and identification were the major activities in this year's study, augmenting and correcting 
the listing begun in 1973. A program of weekly aerial sweep sampling was carried on from April 16 to August 
17. Arthropods were collected from prominent plants on the south sagebrush and grass sites in Curlew Valley. 
Sorting and identification of the insects continued and will continue into 1975. These data indicate heavy 
species diversity with no significant change from 1973 except for the expected increase in species as 
identification work continues. There are now 761 species identified and listed. The toilet paper study for 
assessing tennite feeding activity was continued; the year-old rolls being removed for study and replaced with 
new rolls. A new grid of 100 pretreated rolls was set up in July. These rolls were treated with either 10% glucose 
solution, .5% glucose solution, 10% ammonium nitrate solution, 5% ammonium nitrate solution or frozen 
orange juice. Twenty-five untreated rolls served as a control. These treatments were an attempt to determine if 
nutritional preference or attraction exists among the termites. These results are not available as yet. In August, 
200 litter hags containing 3 g c'aC"h of varied plant material were placed in the field. Some' of the plant material 
was left untreated and the bags were left on the ground surface; others were treated with naptha balls or 
Dieldren and buried, while still others with Dieldren were left unburied. These bags will be removed after one 
year and the contents analyzed for total nitrogen. In July, two attempts were made to count scorpions at night 
by sighting of black light response. These attempts resulted in 13 sightings. These data will be compared with 
scorpion counts from pit traps in the validation ~tud}. An attempt was also made to det<mnine if termites are 
capabk• of fixing nitrogen. Using the acetylene reduction method on the live-termite samples, no reduction 
activity was noted and it was assumed that no nitrogen fixation was occurring. These results, however, are not 
conclusin· because tlwre ,,·cw too few trials and because the technique may not be sensitive enough. 

INTRODUCTION 

During 1974, insect sampling and identification con
tinued as the major activity of this study. Purposes and 
intentions as stated in the 1973 progress report (Sferra 1974) 
remained the same; however, the study of the role of 
invertebrates in nitrogen processing in the litter did not 
progress as anticipated. Most of the efforts on this project 
were devoted to sweep sampling, identification of the insects 
captured, renewal of the toilet paper rolls on the termite 
study grids, addition of one new toilet paper grid with 
treated rolls of toilet paper, tests for nitrogen fixation within 
the termites found in Curlew Valley and placement of litter 
bags in a variety of situations on the south sagebrush site. 

OBJECTIVES 
As stated in the preceding progress report (Sferra 

1974), the rationale for giving more attention to the 
determination of the kinds and numbers of arthropods on 
the prominent plants in the south test sites than to the 
determination of the fate of litter nitrogen as affected by the 
activities of invertebrates thereon, was based upon time 
limitations and "because the information gained would 
prnvide a sound foundation for study of the litter-processing 
phenomena" (Sferra 1974, p. 2). Such a foundation will be 
established when the results of the sweep sampling from this 
study and the results of the validation program for collec
tion of invertebrates by means ofD-Vac, soil sampling, emer
gence traps and pit traps are combined and evaluated. These 
efforts have not been completed as yet. In addition, litter 
nitrogen investigation is lacking valid and reliable method

·_ology. No worthwhile technique has, as yet, emerged from 
•• _ this study. 

METHODS 

Sweep sampling techniques, identification methodology 
and the toilet paper experiment are described in Sferra 
(1974). During 1974 sweep sampling commenced on April 
16 and continued weekly until August 27. A drier spring in 
1974 (compared to 1973) resulted in few Descurainia pinnata 
and Lepidium perjoliatum; thus, no sweep samples were 
taken on the former and only one sweep sample was taken on 
the latter. Later in the season, there were too few Salsola kali 
to warrant sampling. Sweep samples were taken from Agro
pyron cristatllm, Artemisia tiidentata, Atriplex confertifolia, 
Bassia hyssopifolia, Chrysothamnus viscidijlorus, Halogeton 
glomeratus and Sitanion hystrix when they were abundant 
enough for sampling. Sorting and identification of the insects 
continued and corrections were made in the identifications of 
1973. Table 1 lists species which have been added to 
DSCODE A3USE02 (established in 1973) and Table 2 lists 
species which have been deleted from the same DSCODE. 
These data are the result of continued identification and cor
rected identification. DSCODE A3USE02, at this writing, 
now contains 761 species. Sorting and identification of all 
samples have not been completed. In addition, work con
tinues on DSCODE A3USE01 which will contain quanti
tative data. 

In July 1974 all rolls of toilet paper on the test grids were 
replaced with new rolls. Some modifications were made to 
prevent deterioration of the rolls due to weathering and 
plant abrasion. The insides of the cores of the new rolls were 
coated with a clear polyurethane varnish to keep them from 
unraveling and a piece of 8-mil polyethylene film was 
wrapped tightly around the outside circumference of each 
roll and secured with duct tape. The outer wrapper did not 



cover the flat end surfaces and was applied to keep the 
paper from unraveling and to prevent damaging abrasion 
when plant branches rubbed against the roll due to wind 
action, Each new roll was placed with one flat end flush 
with the ground and with adjacent soil scraped against it to 
seal it off. Of the year-old rolls which were removed from 
the grids, five contained working termite colonies and were 
saved for quantitative study. 

One new grid was set up in July, adjacent to the grid just 
off-site in a dead sagebrush area. This grid consists of 100 
rolls in a 10 x 10 arrangement with the rolls placed 3 m apart. 
These rolls were pretreated as follows: 15 rolls, each treated 
with 100 ml of 10% glucose, solution; 15 rolls, each treated 
with l 00 ml 5 % glucose solution; 15 rolls, each treated with 
100 ml 10% ammonium nitrate solution; 15 rolls, each 
treated with 100 ml 5% ammonium nitrate solution; 15 
rolls, each treated with 100 ml frozen orang., juice; and 25 
untreated rolls. The treatments were allowed to dry and the 
100 rolls \Vere distributed randomly (for treatment) on the 
grid. Five untreated rolls were placed randomly outside the 
grid, The treatments were an attempt to determine whether 
or not some kind of nutritional preference or attraction 
exists among the termites. 

In August 1974, 200 litter bags were placed in several 
locations under varied conditions on the south sagebrush 
site. Each bag, a ,'5 inch x 5 inch envelope of 16-mesh 
fiberglass screening sewn with Dacron-cotton thread, 
contained 3 g of dry plant material in six categories: Atriplex 
leaves, Atri;,lex light twigs, Atriplex dark twigs, Artemisia 
leaves, Artemisia plain twigs and Artemisia twigs with bark. 
Forty bags were buried with no treatment, 50 bags were 
placed on the ground surface with no treatment, 30 bags 
were buried with naphtha balls, 65 bags were buried with 
Dieldrin treatment and 15 bags treated with Dieldrin were 
placed on the ground surface. All burials were just under the 
cryptogamic crust with three bags placed in each 
excavation. Each bag had a cotton cord attached with a 
num hcred Dymo label stapled to the end for identification. 
Surface bags were tied to Artetnisia or Atriplex, depending 
on the location. Burials were with the label end of the cord 
just above the surface of the ground. All bags are to be 
removed from the site after one year, the litter weighed and 
then analyzed for total nitrogen, 

In July 1974, two attempts were made to count scorpions 
at night by sighting of black light response. Two transects 
were laid out with upright lath strips spaced 10 m apart for 
guidance, One transect, a sqnare 100 m on a side, was laid 
out in the south sagebrush site and the other, an L 100 m on 
a side, was laid out on the south grass site. The lamp u~ed 
was a Burgess Safari battery-powered lantern fitted with an 
8-inch ultraviolet tube. This had an effective sighting width 
of approximately 1 m when held at about knee heiglit. The 
first attempt resulted in no scorpion sightings; however, on 
the second night at between 10:00 p.m. and 12.:00 a.m., the 
equivalent of twelve 100-m walks along the transects yielded 
a total of 13 scorpion sightings. These results will be 
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compared with the scorpion counts from pit traps in the 
validation study. 

Finally, through the cooperation of Mr, Robert Reichert, 
some attempts were made to determine if the termites active 
on the south sites are capable of fixing atmospheric nitrogen. 
Using the acetylene reduction method, three samples of 50 
live termites each and one large sample of 500 live termites 
showed no reduction activity in the acetylene atmosphere 
and it ,vas assumed that no nitrogen fixation was occurring. 
These results are not considered conclusive, partly because 
there were not enough trials and because the technique may 
have been lacking in sensitivity. Some refinement in holding 
container design is recommended if this is to be repeated. 

Table 1. Additions to DSCODE A3USE02, Insects col
lected from sweeps of aerial parts of plants, 1973 and 1974. 
Weekly samplings on south sage and grass sites from June 7, 
1973. Plants sampled: Agropyron cristatum, Artemisia tri
dentata, Atriplex conjertijolia, Bassia hyssopijolia, Chryso
thamnus viscidijlorus, Descurainia pinnata, Halogeton 
glomeratus, Lepidiwn perjoliatum, Salsola kali, Sitanion 
hystrix 
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Table 2. Deletions from DSCODE A3USE02 (see Table 1, 
Sferra 1974} 
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Table 2, continued 
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DISCUSSION 

The data of DSCODE A3USE02 continue to indicate a 
heavy species diversity with 14 orders of Class Hexapoda 
represented. Order Hymenoptera was represented by 366 
apecies, Then: were 167 species of Diptera, 60 species each 

6 

of Hemiptera and Homoptera and 70 species of Coleoptera. 
No significant changes, except for an increase in the number 
of species as identification work continues, appear in the 
1974 data regarding representation of species among the 
orders, dominance of small parasitic Hymenoptera, 
and distribution of species according to plant type sampled 
when these data are compared with those of 1973. Not 
enough of the Hl74 sarnplcs have been analyzed to 
determine whether or not the insects of 1973 differed in any 
way from thosli of In7 4, 

EXPECTATIONS 

DSCODE A3USE02 which is taxonomic, and DSCODE 
A3USE01 which will be taxonomic and quantitative, should 
be completed in the spring of 1976. At that time there sould 
"also be data on thC" termite activity in the toilet paper and 
data on the fate of the plant material in litter bags. 
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