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coefficient that is statistically significant for both male and female life expectancy regressions is 

Nevada. One can speculate as to the causes of this negative impact on life expectancy. Perhaps the 

liberal laws regarding gambling and prostitution, and the lifestyle with which those activities are 

associated is one possible explanation. 

v. CONCLUSIONS 

Life expectancy varies greatly across counties in the eight Mountain States. The models 

tested here can explain between 62% and 84% of the total county-level variability in life expectancy 

for men and for women. In general, we conclude that educational attainment is positively associated 

with life expectancy for both sexes; and that the percentage of the county population age 5 and older 

speaking a language other than English at home is positively associated with average female life 

expectancy; while the percentage of the county population foreign-born is positively associated with 

average male life expectancy. The percentage of the county whose primary ancestry is northern 

European has a generally positive effect on both female and male life expectancies. The percentage 

of the population black and the percentage American Indian, Eskimo, and Aleut decreases mean 

county life expectancies for both men and women, ceteris paribus, but the effect is more significant 

in the statistical sense for female life expectancy. Violent crime rates are negatively associated with 

life expectancies for men and women, but population density seems to have a negative effect 

primarily on mean male life expectancy. The percentages of the county population classified as 

urban and as rural farm, the percentage of households married, and household size all have a positive 

effect on mean county life expectancies for both sexes. The only economic variables that seem to 

matter in determining life expectancy are income and income squared, which have the expected 
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pattern of signs that give rise to a U-shaped relationship between income and life expectancy, but 

only for men. Latitude and elevation seem to be negatively associated with life expectancy, 

especially for women. Other things equal, life expectancy is greater than expected for both men and 

women in Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico, and Utah; while life expectancy is less than expected for 

both men and women in Nevada and Wyoming. In Montana, men live longer than the rest of the 

model predicts, while women have a shorter life expectancy. 
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