




Table 1. Random-Threshold Probit Model For CRP Participation (N = 1782) 

Estimates 
Explanatory Variables 

Coefficient P -Value 

Ethical Duty 5.380*** 0.000 

Monetary -3.051 *** 0.000 

Primarily Ethics 1.848*** 0.005 

Dropoff Distance 0.106 0.145 

Dropoff User -0.785 0.112 

Young 1.136** 0.018 

Old -1.769** 0.029 

Male -0.249 0.281 

High School 1.401 0.160 

Some College 1.259 0.182 

Associates 1.944* 0.096 

Bachelors 2.383** 0.047 

Masters 2.927** 0.028 

Ph.D. 2.824** 0.040 

Household Size 0.066 0.387 

Environmental Organization 2.125*** 0.007 

MedIncome -0.077 0.450 

High Income 0.226 0.368 

Employed 1.147 0.111 

Retired 1.872* 0.058 

Short Cheap Talk 0.828 0.144 

Longer Cheap Talk 2.336*** 0.006 

Sorting Required -1.886*** 0.003 

Polite -1.661 *** 0.008 

Angry 1.683 0.252 

Landfill Visit 0.315 0.265 

Landfill Distance -10.098* 0.084 

Landfill Distance> 2 mi. 9.923* 0.087 

Certainty -0.002 0.412 

Hypothetical 3.385*** 0.000 

Heteroscedasticity Variables Coefficient P -Value 

Constant 3.392*** 0.000 

Bid 0.101 0.162 

Notes. (***), (**), and (*) refer to statistical significance at the 1, 5 and 10 percent levels 
respectively. The dependent variable is participation in a CRP. The estimates for the 
constant term, as well as binary variables for "don't know" and missing responses are not 
shown. 
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Table 2. Unconditional Participation Rates Across Cheap-Talk Scripts (N = 4268) 

Hypothetical CRP Actual CRP 

No Short Long 
N 

No Short Long 
N 

C-Talk C-Talk C-Talk C-Talk C-Talk C-Talk 

2 69.4 68.1 70.6 247 64.2 78.0** 75.0* 239 

3 50.7 69.0** 79.7*** 221 65.0 67.3 73.3 248 

4 56.6 59.8 73.5** 226 51.2 61.4* 68.2*** 272 

Opening 
5 67.1 62.1 64.0 236 52.7 70.9*** 62.7* 286 

Bids 6 47.9 56.5 62.5** 198 39.3 42.0 56.1 ** 270 
($/month) 

7 47.5 31.5** 42.5 207 40.8 46.3 43.0 244 

8 38.7 44.7 42.9 194 33.7 39.1 41.7 266 

9 36.4 35.2 39.3 198 22.5 24.7 34.8** 236 

10 45.0 34.0 40.0 183 25.3 39.7** 44.4*** 297 

Totals 51.0 51.2 57.2** 1910 43.9 52.2*** 55.5*** 2358 

Notes: *, ** and *** indicate significantly different than No C-Talk at the 10, 5 and 1 percent significance 
levels respectively. Estimated variances for the differences in proportions are calculated as described in 
Freund (1992, p. 414-6). CRP == Curbside Recycling Program. C-Talk == Cheap Talk. 



Table 3. Conditional Estimates of Cheap-Talk Scripts on Maximum WTP (N = 4253) 

Interactive 
Cheap-Talk Coefficients 

Terms 
Hypothetical CRP Actual CRP 

Short C-Talk Long C-Talk Short C-Talk Long C-Talk 

None 
0.137 0.561 ** 0.674*** 0.997*** 

(0.272) (0.273) (0.255) (0.249) 

Young 
0.319 0.618* 0.753* 1.202*** 

(0.462) (0.459) (0.481) (0.461) 

Female 
-0.351 0.275 0.321 0.836*** 
(0.362) (0.354) (0.319) (0.312) 

Env.Org. 
0.544 0.837 2.054*** 1.805** 

(0.992) (1.019) (0.840) (0.849) 

Bachelors 
0.092 0.719* 1.185*** 1.098*** 

(0.485) (0.507) (0.452) (0.453) 

Ph.D. 
0.146 0.424 1.228* 1.491 ** 

(1.005) (1.015) (0.913) (0.870) 

Sort 
0.247 0.807** 0.368 1.004*** 

(0.386) (0.389) (0.400) (0.395) 

Ethical Duty 
0.281 0.573** 0.630*** 1.030*** 

(0.302) (0.298) (0.267) (0.262) 

Certainty 
0.246 0.711** 0.818*** 1.151*** 

(0.337) (0.342) (0.312) (0.302) 

Notes: *, ** and *** indicate significantly different than No C-Talk at the 10, 5 and 1 percent significance 
levels respectively. Standard errors are in parentheses. CRP == Curbside Recycling Program. WTP == 

Willingness To Pay. C-Talk == Cheap Talk. 
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