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to extreme variations in temperature, rainfall,
elevation, and flora. Clover, alfalfa, citrus, sage,
wild buckwheat, cotton, star-thistle, and fire-
weed are the major honey sources.

The region varies in rainfall from only an inch
or two in the desert areas to more than 60 in
the rain-forest area, in elevation from below sea
level to snowcapped mountains, and in temper-
ature from dry and hot to humid and extremely
cold. Colonies in the mountains must be protected
from the cold and with fences from bears, where-
as colonies in the lower ranges to the south must
be protected from the heat.

Migratory beekeeping is practiced by most of
the commercial beekeepers, and four or more
moves per year are not uncommon. An average
beekeeper will winter his bees on the coast, move
to almonds, then manzanita and sage, then to
alfalfa and cotton, and back to the coast for the
fall flow. Productive accessible locations are diffi-
cult to find. Many colonies are reduced to a single
story for moving, then given extra supers in
which to expand. The California-style top and
bottom are almost exclusively used in this region.
Most commercial beekeepers use mechanical hive
hoists that lift one or more colonies at a time
onto the truck.

This excessive migratory operation has increased
the bee disease problem, because the colonies
have so many more chances to be located in
areas where disease exists. Conversely, the migra-
tory ability blends well with the use of colonies
for pollination. The placement of 2,000 colonies
from several beekeepers in a solid square mile
of alfalfa grown for seed is not unusual. Use of
bees for pollination is extensive. An estimated
half of all colonies are used some time during
the year for pollination hire.

In addition to honey production and polli-
nation services, there are wax salvage plants.
Diseased equipment is taken to these plants and
the wax is steamed from it and salvaged. The
equipment is used again.

Some of the beekeepers operate many thou-
sands of colonies. Under such operation the apiary
rather than the colony is considered a unit. Such
manipulations as requeening, supering, and re-
moving honey are performed on all colonies
regardless of their relative condition. More than
300,000 pounds of bees and 250,000 queens are
shipped annually from the West.



