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Growers' Association. About 17 percent of the fruit was sold to 
truckers who trucked outside the production area. Approximately 
37 percent of the fruit was peddled into areas adjacent to Washington 
County by the producers. While 37 percent of the fruit was peddled, 
about 50 percent of the producers did some peddling and about 
16 percent sold all of their fruit by peddling. About 5 percent of 
the fruit was sold to consumers at the orchard. Only 13 percent of 
the growers operated roadside stands. 

In the Box Elder-Weber area 25 percent of the fruiv was shipped 
in carlots to out-of-state markets. About 85 percent of this quantity 
was handled by producers' marketing associations and the balance 
by produce dealers. About 28 percent of the fruit was sold to can­
ners, 30 percent to truckers, 12 percent was peddled by the produc­
ers, and 5 percent was sold at the orchard to consumers. 

In Utah County 64 percent of the fruit sold was shipped in car­
lots to out-of-state markets. This was all handled by producers' 
marketing cooperatives. About 3 percent was sold to canners, 4 per­
cent. to truckers, 25 percent by producers peddling, and 4 percent at 
the orchard to final consumers. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. . Of the 103 farms included in the survey, the average farmer 
made only a moderate net return of $14 per acre in 1947. With the 
wide variation in the many factors that go into the production of 
peaches, it can be understood that many farmers received only a 
negative net return for their year's efforts after a wage for labor 
and management had been allowed. It should be borne in mind also 
that the 1947 crop was approximately 27 percent above the ten­
year average, 1937 to 1946_ Had yields been only equal to the 10-
year average, with an average price per bushel of $1.74, the average 
price of the 1947 crop, the net return to the average grower included 
in this study would have been about -$50 per acre. Assuming only 
the ten-year average yield for 1947 and allowing payment of all 
costs except the operator and family labor:t there would have been a 
return to the operator and his family of about 29 cents per hour for 
the time spent. 

2. The study indicates that several important market channels 
exist for the peach crop and that they all bear a significant relation­
ship to the industry. Producers in 1947 disposed of their crop 
through carlot shipments to out-of-state markets, through sale to 
truckers, through house-to-house peddling to the final consumer, 
through sale to canners for processing, and through sale to consum­
ers at the orchard. In 1947 the sale to the consumer was in general 
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somewhat superior to the out-of-state market so far as price per 
bushel was considered. The producers' associations were primarily 
interested in out-of-state shipment, and their efforts together with 
those of the processors relieved the pressure of local production on 
the home market and made possible the sale of peaches to the local 
consumer at a comparatively better rate to the producer. 

3. A smaJl percentage of the peaches shipped out of the state 
was packed in lugs and crates on an experimental basis. While the 
cost was greatly increased because of smaller containers, the receipts 
for the fruit were more than proportionally increased so that a 
greater net return resulted. Only the best quality fruit was packed 
in lugs and crates to yield the greater return; however, while the 
amount sold in the smaller containers was not large enough for 
conclusive results, it was ufficient to suggest that increased investi­
gation is - warranted. 

4. The more detailed analysis made of several of the factors 
bearing upon the success of the peach enterprise suggests the great 
importance of yield per acre. Man-labor was directly associated with 
yield; cost and net returns were likewise closely associated with 
yield. The marked dependency of success upon the yield suggests 
that the producer will find it profitable to seek out and adopt all 
known and proved good cultural practices in his orchard. 

5. The consistency of the relationship between yield per acre 
and hours of man-labor would suggest that any consideration of 
labor requirements in peach production shouJd be thought of in 
terms of a given level of production. The labor requirements for 
this study were 150 hours per acre when yield was 177 bushels per 
acre. The extent to which the extra hours of man-Jabor resulted in 
better yield per acre or the expenditure of more labor was necessitated 
by extra yields is not known. Greater efficiency in the use of labor 
did occur where high yields existed. 

6. The level of cost will change in the future with economic 
conditions, but the composition of the cost of producting peaches will 
remain relative] y the same until the methods of production have 
changed. The ratios of cost items to total cost were 17 percent ma­
terial , 29 percent overhead, 43 percent labor, and ] 1 percent pow ,r 
cost. 

7. The importance of and the necessity for efficiency of produc­
tion has been noted several times in the above discussion. The ex­
treme variations in cost were chiefly the difference in economic suc­
cess or fallure since the variations in the price were Ie s pronounced. 
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Every effort should be directed to keeping costs at a minimum con­
sistent with adequately performing the necessary functions_ Since 
labor costs constitute 43 percent of all costs, the efficiency of labor 
and the effectiveness of management in using labor are major con­
siderations on which profitableness in peach production depends. 

(College series no. 797) 


