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Fig. ·3. Relation of price spread to net return in cattle fattening, Utah, 1953-54 
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Fig. 4. Relation of rate of gain per day and net I' turn per 100 pounds of gain in cattle 
fattening, Utah, 1953-.54 

Research 
shows 

Investment in equipment was $23 per head for small 
enterprises but only $13 per head for large enterprises . 
Labor costs were $1 less for large than for small enter
prises. Price spread was not related to size of enter
prise. 
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Should I Fatten Cattle? 
Points in favor 

I N DECIDI G whether or not au 
will feed cattle the outlook for m

creasing your incom is most impor
tant. Listed below are points that are 
related to income and can help you 
make your deci ion. 

Cattle fattening: 

• provides a home market for 
hay and grain. Cattle can 
utiIiz large quantities of 
roughage. If you have range 
cattle or cull dairy animal 
they also may be marketed a 
slaughter rather than feeder 
animals. 

• us labor and quipment 
during the winter that oth r
wise may be unemploy d. 

• h Ips maintain oil fertility. 
• does not require as large a 

proportion of the in e tment 
in buildings and equipment 
a most alternati e enter
prises. 

• with good manag ment, en
tail I s death risk than most 
farm nterpris s. 

Points against 

Th point Ii ted abo e pre nt 
th fa arabI a pect of cattl fatt n-

ing. You should be aware of the I 
fa arable one . 

• D clines in live cattle price can 
be damaging financially. You 
ar inve ting your labor for part 
of a year plus the crop pro
duced on your farm plu some 
money in a business enture 
which may never payout. A 
d cline of a few cent per 
pound for slaughter cattle can 
eliminate any possibility of 
profit. 

• Buying and elling cattle re
quir training. You mu t know 
the value of cattle and be able 
to elect those that will gain ef
ficiently in the feedlot. You 
may rate excellent a a feeder 
but unless you can "trade" you 
may find the enterprise un
profitable. 

• iV(anagem nt in the feedlot i. 
highly important. On day 'V ith 
the cattl "off-fe d" may era e 
the gain made in a week. The 
old saying "The ye of th ma
ter fattens his cattl ," is tru . 
The death of one animal era s 
th profit from e eral other . 
animals. Successful feed r can 
t 11 if th cattle are being f d 
and managed properly by ob-
erving them in the feedlot. 


