








shipments, and Missouri and Oklahoma
markets were next in importance. Other
midwestern markets, and markets in the
southern states were of lesser importance.

Percent

Few Utah potatoes were shipped to
eastern seaboard states.

The state of Utah and the United States
government cooperate in providing in-
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through 1953 crop years (July 1 to June 30)

spection services for producers or handlers
of agricultural products in Utah. Inspec-
tion of potatoes is not compulsory except
on sales to the government, but is per-
formed upon requests of producers or
handlers of potatoes. Volume of potato
inspections expressed as a percentage of
total production decreased consistently
from the 1948 crop year through the 1953
crop year (fig. 1). Volume of inspected
rail shipments also decreased from about
32 percent of production in 1948 to 4
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Inspected shipments of Utah potatoes as a percentage of total production, 1948

petrcent in 1953. Over that period carlot
inspections have averaged about 75 per-
cent of total rail carlot shipments as
reported by the Agricultural Marketing
Service.

Volume of inspected truck shipments
as a percent of total production increased
rapidly from 1948 to 1950, and has de-
creased slightly since 1950 (fig. 2). In-
spected truck shipments were about 50
percent of inspected rail shipments in
1948, and increased to about 700 percent



of inspected rail shipments in 1953, indi-
cating a rapid shift from rail to truck
transportation.

Data available (from the inspectors
office) seem to indicate that most of

inspected truck shipments moving out of
Utah are destined for southern California
markets. A considerable volume of truck
shipments also goes to Oklahoma, Texas,
New Mexico, and Arizona, with lesser
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Fig. 2. Average monthly inspected shipments of Utah potatoes for human consumption,
1948 through 1953 crop years (July 1 to June 30)

amounts going to other states in the
Rocky Mountain area.

Complete and accurate data are not
available to indicate volume or direction
of movement of uninspected truck ship-
ments. It is probable, however, that these
shipments would equal or exceed in-
spected shipments and would move into
the same market areas as the inspected
shipments.

The marketing season for the Utah
crop begins in July with the shipment of
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early potatoes. Rail shipments predomi-
nate in marketings during July, August,
and September. Fall marketings reach a
peak during October. Volume of mar-
ketings decreases during November and
December, increases to peak levels during
January, February, and March, and de-
crease rapidly through April, May, and
June. Truck shipments are almost equal
to rail shipments in October and from
November through June the volume of
truck shipments exceeds rail shipments
by a wide margin.



