




average; second, size of enterprise average 
or better; third, labor efficiency average 
or better, and fourth, yields average or 
better. The second, third and fourth 
groups were then subsorted according-to 
which of the other two factors were above 
or below average. Subsorting the second, 
third, and fourth groups in this manner 
resulted in several groups appearing in 
two places in the table. 

Twenty-nine enterprises were below 
average in all three factors. These enter
prises averaged 4.1 acres of potatoes, had 
yields of 118 hundredweight per acre, 
and required 48.7 man hours of labor for 
the land preparation, planting, and grow
ing operations. Average costs of produc
tion for this group was $1.90 per hun
dredweight. Fourteen enterprises were 
better than average in all factors. That 
group averaged 20.1 acres of potatoes, 
had yields of 224 hundredweight, and 
required 21.6 man hours of labor per 
acre for preharvest operations. Average 
cost of production for this group was 
$.85 per hundredweight. The 14 enter
prises above average compared with the 
29 enterprises below average were about 

5 times as large, had yields almost twice 
as great, and costs of production less than 
half as much per hundredweight. 

The three groups which were average 
and better in size, average and better in 
labor efficiency, and average and better 
in yields, had costs of production of 
$1.05, $1.01, and $.93 per hundredweight, 
respectively. Within each of these groups 
the records were subsorted in four groups 
depending upon whether both other fac
tors were below average, whether one or 
the other was above average, or whether 
both were above average. Within these 
groups highest cost of production occur
red when both other factors were below 
average, or when size was above average. 
Above average labor efficiency resulted 
in somewhat lower costs and above aver
age yields resulted in still lower costs of 
production per hundredweight. Lowest 
cost of production was achieved when both 
other factors were better than average. 

Better than average yields appeared to 
be the most important consideration in 
achieving efficient production, with effec
tive use of labor second, and size of 
enterprise next in importance. 

Marketing of Utah Potatoes 

FOR many years Utah farmers have pro-
duced potatoes for markets outside the 

state. Production has usually been from 
2 to 4 times as great as domestic consump
tion. While the exact in and out of state 
movements are not known, potatoes pro
duced in other areas are marketed in Utah 
to satisfy demand for certain types and 
qualities that are not produced here. The 
Utah markets handle, also, some new 
potatoes at times when they are not avail
able from local production. It is probable 
that year after year, 50 to 75 percent of 
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all potatoes produced in Utah are mar
keted in other states. 

During the period from 1947 through 
1953, 64 percent of all potatoes shipped 
from Utah by rail were unloaded at 62 
principal cities in 31 different states 
throughout the United States. The re
maining 36 percent of rail shipments 
were unloaded at unspecified cities. Cali
fornia markets received the largest num
ber of cadots, accounting for 68 percent 
of the unloads at principal cities. Texas 
markets received about 15 percent of the 



shipments, and Missouri and Oklahoma 
markets were next in importance. Other 
midwestern markets, and markets in the 
southern states were of lesser importance. 

Poreent 

Few Utah potatoes were . shipped to 
eastern seaboard states. 

The state of Utah and the United States 
government cooperate in providing in-
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spection services for producers or handlers 
of agricultural products in Utah. Inspec
tion of potatoes is not compulsory except 
on sales to the government, but is per
formed upon requests of producers or 
handlers of potatoes. Volume of potato 
inspections expressed as a percentage of 
total production decreased consistently 
from the 1948 crop year through the 1953 
crop year (fig. 1). Volume of inspected 
rail shipments also decreased from about 
32 percent of production in 1948 to 4 
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percent in 1953. Over that period carlot 
inspections have averaged about 75 per
cent of total rail carlot shipments as 
reported by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service. 

Volume of inspected truck shipments 
as a percent of total production increased 
rapidly from 1948 to 1950, and has de
creased slightly since 1950 (fig. 2). In
spected truck shipments were about 50 
percent of inspected rail shipments in 
1948, and increased to about 700 percent 



of inspected rail shipments in 1953, indi
cating a rapid shift from rail to truck 
transportation. 

Data available ( from the inspectors 
office) seem to indicate that most of 
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inspected truck shipments moving out of 
Utah are destined for southern California 
markets. A considerable volume of truck 
shipments also goes to Oklahoma, Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arizona, with lesser 
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amounts going to other states in the 
Rocky Mountain area. 

Complete and accurate data are not 
available to indicate volume or direction 
of movement of uninspected truck ship
ments. It is probable" however, that these 
shipments would equal or exceed in
spected shipments and would move into 
the same market areas as the inspected 
shipments. 

The marketing season for the Utah 
crop begins in July with the shipment of 
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early potatoes. Rail shipments predomi
nate in marketings during July, August, 
and September. Fall marketings reach a 
peak during October. Volume of mar
ketings decreases during November and 
December, increases to peak levels during 
January, February, and March, and de
crease rapidly through April, May, and 
June. Truck shipments are almost equal 
to rail shipments in October and from 
November through June the volume of 
truck shipments exceeds rail shipments 
by a wide margin. 


