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So the question of public support is met with a mixed reaction for
answer. No conclusion is definite on how a Congress might react. Only
can it be said that agriculture seems to have more support than has been

the case some times in the past.

Some Final Comments

A few things seem to be evident in reviewing goals and the nature of
the problems and possible solutions. We would 1ist the following:

1. It would be prudent and useful to establish a stockpile which
would not be regarded as burdensome surplus, but as a useful buffer and
insurance. This can be afforded.

2. Farmers are in difficulty. Some worse than others; a few have no
problem at all. But, the general situation is that they have done their
job so well for us all (and due to the nature of the industry), they have
dug a pit for themselves. We assert that some help is warranted to main-
tain a stable and Tlively industry.

3. Various forms of help are possible. We think it advisable to
minimize direct government payments while facilitating a mechanism of
supply control. However, farmers themselves, because of their large num-
ber, cannot manage this in a voluntary way.

4. The productive capacity of agriculture is too great to Tet it go
unleashed. Too many will suffer from the great burdens of overproduction.
There will be too great a risk of the system's self-destructing. Agricul-
ture cannot compete unfettered in an economy where other sectors can manage
production.

5. Demand expansion has little potential. Continued efforts may be

worthwhile, but this is not the basic solution.
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6. Parity is a poor measure of equity to agriculture. It is not
very useful. It seems evident that an increase of price of agricultural
commodities to 100 percent of parity would create too urgent of signals
for the system to produce more. Land values would be inflated. It
would also cause consumer protest, although the effect on consumer expendi-
tures would be Tess than some would have us believe.

7. We suggest a program designed to bring agricultural incomes up
only part way to what would be implied by the advocates of 100 percent of
parity. An immediate sharp increase all the way to parity would cause
too much stress in the livestock industry and to consumers.

8. Probably none of us would choose to have even infrequent serious
shortages of food in preference to over-production problems. Let us take
appropriate steps to stabilize and provide for a viable, long-term produc-
tive agriculture. Legislation of help to agriculture is immediately

needed.




