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Income and Income Distribution in the Mormon Economy 

A final interesting piece of evidence as to the impact of Mormon 

economic policies on the development of Utah's economy comes from an 

examination of Mormon Church economic records, from which it is possible 

to extract information on individual income. From those records, it 

is clear that real per capita income 'I,ithin the Mormon economy of Utah 

was rising between the 1860s and the 1890s. It is also evident that 

the distribution of income among Mormons showed the familiar inverted 

U-shape associated with the process of economic dev.e10pment. 

Table 4 gives income per worker and income per capita of the Mormon 

population of the Great Basin based on a sample of individual income 

data ranging from 4,800 observations in 1855 to 25,700 observations in 

1895. The sample comprises from 50% to 90% of all Mormon income-earners, 

depending on the year. The real income figures are based on two price 

indices, the first (YRT) utilizes a seventeen-commodity tithing price 

index, and the second (YRTW) uses the tithing price index linked with 

the U.S. wholesale price index after 1869. As can be seen, real income 

rises steadily from the time of the completion of the �r�~�i�1�r�o�a�d� until the 

depression of 1895. The gini ratio shown in table 4 is graphed in figure 

3. 'Notice that the gini ratio rises steadily from 1861 until 1880, then 

begins to decrease. The income and income distribution information, then, 

lends further support to the hypothesis that the Mormon economy of Utah 

was well down the path toward modern economic growth when Utah became a 

state. 
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Table 4 

GINI RATIOS, INCOME PER WORKER, AND INCOME PER CAPITA 
IN THE GREAT BASIN, 1855-1895 
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l Income Per -Horker Income Per Capita 

I Nominal 
I Real - J.... .l _ Real 

Gini I YRTu YRTW u Nominal I YRl"" 

.4636 384 385 385 91 92 

.4122 504 507 507 112 113 

.6114 545 547 547 114 114 

.4782 537 544 544 112 114 

.5408 484 489 489 110 111 

.5595 376 422 480 93 105 

.5627 367 537 535 96 141 

.b054 374 667 644 104 186 

.5996 367 795 744 109 236 

.5867 336 828 707 107 263 

.5322 232 827 561 72 257 

aTithing price index used has 1855-1857=100. 
bprice index used is tithing price index 1855-1869 linked with U.S. 

wholesale price index 1870-1895. 
Source: General Economic Records (MSS.), Church Archives, Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
Israe1sen [1981], table 4. 
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Figure 3. Gini concentration ratio for personal 
income, Utah Territory, 1855-1895. 
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