








percent of potential use for one-third of the year. This relatively low
load factor during the irrigation season along with numerous indications
of relatively elastic demand for irrigation water (especially precise
timing of its use) suggest that much will be done to adjust use to
relate to differential costs. Thus, those who can move to off-peak will
do so and those who must pump on-peak will do so while -paying the
appropriate costs on the system. Very high demand charges have been
assessed for starting up a pump no matter whether any use was on-peak or
not. These can now be partially avoided and far more fairness among
pumpers 1is provided.

On revenue stability, there are indications that carefully cal-
culated cost-based rates have a better chance of long-term constancy
than those which are based on adversial negotistions and power moves.
Cycles of overexpansion and underdevelopment of generating capacity and
bursting balloons of inappropriate investments on the part of utility
users may be expected to diminish. In retrospect, it is easy to visual-
ize immense savings to the utility if demand projections had been based
on more accurate reflection of power costs to users. Conversely, far
more conservation would have been exercised on the part of irrigators if
actual cost indications had been transmitted to them at the time of
investment decisions. Unquestionably, the winter peak phenomenon that
existed for a while was blown out of proportion in the rate structure.

Both utility and irrigators would have been better served by cost-based

rates.
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