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APPENDIX C

WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS REVIEW






WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS REVIEW

Date of Submission: October 29, 2002

Proponent:  Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance (SUWA); Utah Wilderness Coalition (UWC)
Name of Area to be Reviewed: -~ Wolf Point Area

Date(s) of Field Office Review: February 7, 2007

BLM Field Office(s) Affected: Vernal Field Office

EVALUATION

1. Was new information submitted by a member of the public for this area?

a. YES: NO: X

2. If new information was submitted, describe the submission. For example, did the submission
include a map that identifies the specific boundaries of the area(s) in question; a narrative that
describes the wilderness characteristics of the area and documents how that information differs
from the information gathered and reviewed in prior BLM inventories; photographic
documentation; etc?

a. No new information has been submitted by a member of the public.

In 1979, the BLM Vernal Field Office completed the BLM Horse Point Wilderness Inventory
Situation Evaluation Report (UT-080-731). The Wolf Point review area is similar in size and
extent to the area evaluated by this report. It was recommended that the area did not qualify
fur further wilderness inventory. The recommendation was approved February 21, 1979.

The Wolf Point review area was not reinventoried for inclusion in the 1999 Utah Wilderness
Inventory (revised 2003).

The proponents submitted information for the SUWA/UWC Wolf Point Proposed Wilderness
Unit to the BLM Vernal Field Office on October 29, 2002. The submitted information
included more detailed data than the BLM considered during the /979 initial inventory
concerning opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation, supplemental wilderness
values, natural character, and photos. The boundaries of the proposal are similar to the Wolf
Point Wilderness Inventory Situation Evaluation Report (UT-080-731). The Vernal Field
Office prepared an Evaluation of New Information Report dated November 22, 2002, that
found that the review area may contain wilderness characteristics.

On February 7, 2007, a Vernal Field Office interdisciplinary team reviewed the 1979 Horse
Point Wilderness Inventory Situation Evaluation Report (UT-080-731); the October 2002
SUWA/UWC Wolf Point Proposed Wilderness Unit; and, the Vernal Field Office Evaluation
of New Information Report of November 2002. In addition, the interdisciplinary team
reviewed changes to the area since 2002 that could affect the presence or absence of
wilderness characteristics.
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This maintenance review does not include U.S. National Forest lands, U.S. National Park
Service, State of Utah lands, or private lands. Only lands within the BLM Vernal Field
Office planning boundaries were considered by the interdisciplinary team. The attached map
shows the BLM Vernal Field Office’s determination of which lands contain or do not contain
wilderness characteristics for the review area.

As a result of interdisciplinary review of relevant information (which may include aerial
photographs, state and county road information, road maintenance agreements, documentation
from prior BLM inventories, field observations, maps, master title plats, evidence presented as
new information by a proponent, etc.), do you conclude:

a. The decision reached in previous BLM inventories that the area lacks wilderness
is still valid.

(or)

b. X Some or all of the area has wilderness characteristics as shown on the attached
map.

Describe your findings regarding specific wilderness characteristics and provide detailed
rationale.

a. WIA Area.
(1). Description: No WIA area present.
b. Externally Nominated Area.

(1). Description: The Wolf Point Area is about 70 air miles south-southwest of Vernal,
Utah. The area is bordered by the Bull Canyon Road on the east; the V Canyon Road
to the south; and, Tribal lands as well as Willow Creek to the west. The UWC proposal
lies entirely within Uintah County.

The terrain of the area changes from south to north. In the south, the review area
consists of wide, flat-topped ridges and open canyons. The canyon walls have gently
sloping terraces alternating with steep, cliff-forming rock outcrops. In the north, the
ridges are narrower. The canyons also are narrow with steep canyon walls.

Vegetation in the review area consists of pifion-juniper woodlands interspersed with
bunch grasses, sage brush, and rabbit brush, isolated stands of aspen and fir, and
patches of oak brush and mountain mahogany. Some canyon bottoms, particularly in
the southern part of the review area may contain areas of riparian vegetative habitat.

About 7,999 acres or 55% of the Wolf Point review area has been leased for oil and gas
exploration and development. A portion of the area also is identified as a special tar
sand area.

The area has been inventoried for archeology in the last 2-3 years in conjunction with a
seismic project.

The area as displayed on the attached map is split into 3 parcels. Parcel #1 consists of
the BLLM administered lands in T14S, R21E and Sections 3-15, 17-22 in the northern
portion of the Wolf Point review area.
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Q).

A3).

@.

Parcel #2 is composed of the BLM administered lands in Sections 19 and 30, T15S,
R21E., that are south of the Winter Ridge pipeline Right-Of-Way (R/W).

Parcel #3 consists of the BLM administered lands in Sections 19-21, 28-30, T158S,
R21E, that are south of the Winter Ridge pipeline R/W.

Appearance of Naturalness: In Parcel #1, human intrusions are substantially
unnoticeable. The pifion-juniper woodlands, the deep canyons and the more rugged,
narrow ridges screen most intrusions from sight within the area. Parcel #1 has retained
its natural character.

Approximately 3.25 miles of roads leading to wells and an airstrip have been cherry-
stemmed.

In 2005, a 40 acre hazardous fuel reduction, lop-and-drop project was conducted in
Parcel #1. Invasive juniper trees were cut off at ground level to prevent encroachment
into the sagebrush habitat. About 30 to 40 trunks (stems) per acre were cut. The stems
were four to eight feet tall with a two to six inch diameter. Evidence of cutting is not
visible to the casual visitor. Some short term loss of wilderness character will occur for
about one to three years as limbs with needles first brown and then fall off. The impact
to naturalness is not substantially noticeable.

New impacts have occurred in Parcels #2 and #3 since 2002. The R/W for the Winter
Ridge buried pipeline has been approved for a 100-foot wide constructions route.
Construction has started on the pipeline and is progressing from west to east. The
pipeline route forms the northern boundary for the two parcels. The route is
substantially noticeable. Parcels #2 and #3 are each less than 5,000 acres in size.
Other oil and gas activities on existing leases have diminished the appearance of
naturalness in portions of the two parcels. The interdisciplinary team found that
Parcels #2 and #3 do not contain wilderness characteristics due to the impact of oil and
gas activities on the natural character of the parcels and that each parcel is less than
5,000 acres in size.

Solitude, and Primitive and Unconfined Recreation: The size, configuration, scenic
vistas, and diversity of vegetation and landform provide a visitor with opportunities for
solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation in Parcel #1. Most of
Parcel #1 is remote. Over 50% of the area is comprised of canyons, and portions are
accessible only by foot or horseback. Parcel #1 is contiguous to the Winter Ridge
WSA. The review area and the adjacent WSA comprise a large, remote area where
visitors are isolated.

Supplemental Values: The area contains cultural resources and scenic values. In
addition to being home to the Winter Ridge wild horse herd area, the review area
provides habitat for big game including elk, deer, and mountain lion. The review area
contains habitat for sensitive species such as burrowing owl, ferruginous hawk, osprey,
sage grouse, Lewis’ woodpecker, ringtail cat, dwarf shrew, Townsend’s big-eared bat,
Virgin River montane vole, and the Utah milk snake.
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b. As protocol for all VFO wilderness characteristic reviews, the Interdisciplinary Team

C.

Document all information considered during the interdisciplinary team review (e.g. aerial

(5). Areas without wilderness characteristics: The interdisciplinary team has found that
Parcels #2 and #3 do not contain wilderness characteristics. In Parcels #2 and #3, new
impacts have occurred since 2002. The two parcels are separated from Parcel #1 by the
Winter Ridge pipeline route that is substantially noticeable. The isolated parcels are
both less than 5,000 acres in size. In addition since 2002, the Vernal Field Office has
identified oil and gas activities on portions of the parcels which have diminished the
appearance of naturalness. These activities were conducted under valid, existing rights.
These areas that are lacking in naturalness now isolate other portions of land within the

review area.

determined appropriate set-back distances for pipelines, roads, and other R-O-Ws.

The following table summarizes the Non-WSA lands in the review area that do or do not
contain wilderness characteristics:

o WOLF POINT AREA
Type of Lands Non WSA Lands with Non WSA Lands without Total
wilderness characteristics | wilderness characteristics | Acres
(acres) (acres)
- UWC, Externally Nominated 11.802 2,764 14,566 |
WIA, BLM Identified 0 0 0
TOTAL ACRES 11.802 2764 14,566

photographs, state and county road information, road maintenance agreements, prior
documentation from the BLLM inventories, field observations, maps, master title plats, evidence
presented as new information by a proponent, etc.)

August 2006 NAIP (National Agricultural Imagery Program) aerial photos.

Master Title Plats.

State of Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (UDOGM) approved, producing and

plugged and abandoned oil and gas wells (current up to 1-25-07).

R-O-W using LR 2000.
Field Observations.

GIS layers for various resources including: Range improvements, Recreation facilities,

Wildlife, and Fire including both Rx and fuels projects.

USGS digital topographic maps both 1:24,000 and 1:100,000.

Land status of the BLM.

The BLM road layer including roads on 1:24,000 scale and supplemented by both GPS and

aerial photography.

Uintah County Roads layer August 2006.
UWC wilderness proposal data layer.
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6. List the members of the interdisciplinary team and resource specialties represented.

Chuck Patterson Recreation

Kim Bartel Recreation/wilderness
 Tim Faircloth Wildlife

Naomi Hatch Realty

Jerry Kenczka AFM Minerals

Howard Cleavinger | Associate Field Manager

Kvle Smith | GIS

Steve Knox USO Planning Specialist

Kelly Buckner NEPA

Mark Stavropoulos | Range

Blaine Phillips Archeology -

7. Signature / Concurrence

This review by a Vernal Field Office interdisciplinary team was conducted in February 2007. The
purpose of the review was to identify for planning purposes those areas that are not Wilderness Study
Areas (WSA) but do contain wilderness characteristics. A supplement to the draft Vernal Land Use
Plan will, in Alternative E, analyze the impact from and to the identified wilderness characteristics.
Until the Land Use Plan is completed, it should be noted that as part of a project-specific or site-
specific analysis within this area, these findings will be used to assess impacts, if any, to wilderness
characteristics within the project area.

[ concur with the findings of the interdisciplinary team as described in this review.

Name: //ié / / gi';'; 244 T—?/’/ iz =, Date: 4‘/&25 / 0/
Field Officg/Manager ’

This determination is part of an interim step in the BLM’s internal decision-making process and does
not constitute a decision that can be appealed.
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U. S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Vernal Field Office, Utah

April 2007

No warranty is made by the Bureau of Land Management
for use of any of the data for purposes not intended by BLM.

Wilderness Characteristics Exist: 11,802 Acres
Wilderness Characteristics Do Not Exist: 2,764 Acres

m Wilderness Characteristics Exist
m Wilderness Characteristics Do Not Exist
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APPENDIX D - SPECIAL STATUS PLANT SPECIES







SPECIES

STATUS

HABITAT

POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN
TUMBLEWEED PROJECT
AREA?

ELIMINATED FROM
DETAILED
ANALYSIS IN THE
EA?

Park rock cress
Arabis vivariensis

Sensitive

Webber Formation
sandstone and
limestone outcrops in
mixed desert shrub
and pinyon-juniper
communities.
Elevations 5000-
6000 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Horseshoe milkvetch
Astragalus
equisolensis

Candidate

Duchesne River
Formation soils in
sagebrush, shadscale,
horsebrush and
mixed desert shrub
communities.
Elevations 4790-
5185 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Hamilton milkvetch
Astragalus hamiltonii

Sensitive

Duchesne, Mowery
shale, Dakota and
Wasatch Formation
soils in pinyon-
juniper and desert
shrub communities.
Elevations 5240-
5800 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Ownbey thistle
Cirsium ownbeyi

Sensitive

East flank Uinta
Mountains.
Sagebrush, juniper
and riparian
communities.
Elevations 5500-
6200 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Rock hymenoxis
Hymenoxys
lapidicola

Sensitive

Sandy soils on ledges
and soil filled
crevices in the Weber
Formation associated
with Blue Mountain.
Elevations 5700-
8100 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Stemless penstemon
Penstemon acaulis

Sensitive

Daggett County.
Semi-barren
substrates in pinyon-
juniper and
sagebrush-grass
communities.
Elevations 5840-
7285 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.




SPECIES

STATUS

HABITAT

POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN
TUMBLEWEED PROJECT
AREA?

ELIMINATED FROM
DETAILED
ANALYSIS IN THE
EA?

Flowers penstemon
Penstemon flowersii

Sensitive

Clay badlands from
Myton to Roosevelt
and Randlett, in
shadscale and desert
communities.
Elevations 5000-
5400 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Gibbens penstemon
Penstemon gibbensii

Sensitive

Brown’s Park in
Daggett County.
Sandy and shaley
(Green River Shale)
bluffs and slopes
with juniper, thistle,
Eriogonum, Elymus,
serviceberry, rabbit
brush & Thermopsis.
Elevations 5500-
6400 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Goodrich penstemon
Penstemon goodrichii

Sensitive

Lapoint-Tridell-
Whiterocks area.
Duchesne River
Formation on blue
gray to reddish bands
of clay badlands.
Elevations 5590-
6215 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Graham beardtongue
Penstemon grahamii

Candidate

East Duchesne and
Uintah Counties.
Evacuation Creek
and Lower Parachute
Member of the Green
River Formation.
Shaley knolls in
sparsely vegetated
desert shrub and
pinyon-juniper
communities.
Elevations 4600-
6700 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

White River
penstemon
Penstemon scariosus
var. albifluvis

Candidate

Evacuation Creek
and Lower Parachute
Creek Member of the
Green River
Formation on
sparsely vegetated
shale slopes in mixed
desert shrub and
pinyon-juniper
communities.
Elevations 5000-
6000 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.




SPECIES

STATUS

HABITAT

POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN
TUMBLEWEED PROJECT
AREA?

ELIMINATED FROM
DETAILED
ANALYSIS IN THE
EA?

Clay thelopody
Schoencrambe
argillacea

Threatened

Bookcliffs On the
contact zone between
the upper Uinta and
lower Green River
shale formations in
mixed desert shrub of
Indian ricegrass and
pygmy sagebrush.
Elevations 5000-
5650 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Shrubby reed-
mustard
Schoencrambe
suffrutescens

Endangered

Evacuation Creek
and lower Parachute
Creek Members of
the Green River
Formation on
calcareous shales in
pygmy sagebrush,
mountain mahogany,
juniper and mixed
desert shrub
communities.
Elevations 5400-
6000 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Uinta Basin hookless
cactus

Sclerocactus glaucus
(Sclerocactus
brevispinus)

Threatened

Gravelly hills and
terraces on
Quaternary and
tertiary alluvium soils
in cold desert shrub
communities.
Elevations 4700-
6000ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Spiranthes diluvialis

Threatened

Streams, bogs and
open seepages in
cottonwood, salt
cedar, willow and
pinyon-juniper
communities on the
south and east slope
of the Uintah Range
and it’s tributaries,
and the Green River
from Browns Park to
Split mountain.
Potentially in the
Upper reaches of
streams in the Book
Cliffs. Elevations
4400-6810 ft.

Potential habitat does not occur
in Tumbleweed Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.




Appendix D (cont’d). Special Status Wildlife Species

POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNEIQ:ELIEADOANALYSIS
AREA? '
Endemic to the
Colorado River system . .
Humpback chub . within deep, swift- None, Po;entlal habitat does No, carried forward for
. FE; SE L . not occur in Tumbleweed .
Gila cypha running rivers, with . analysis.
Project Area.
canyon shaded
environments.
Endemic to the
Colorado River system,
Bonviail restricted to the Green |None. Potential habitat does No. carried forward for
onyt FE; SE River. They use main [not occur in Tumbleweed "
Gila elegans . . analysis.
channels of large rivers |Project Area.
and favor swift
currents.
Colorado pikeminnow Endemic to the None. Potential habitat does No. carried forward for
. - FE; SE Colorado River system. |not occur in Tumbleweed "
Ptychocheilus lucius T . analysis.
Uses large swift rivers. |Project Area.
Razorback sucker Endemic to large rivers |None. Potential habitat does No. carried forward for
FE; SE of the Colorado River |not occur in Tumbleweed '

Xyrauchen texanus

system.

Project Area.

analysis.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE_‘FQ:ELEE’)ANALYSIS
AREA? '

In Utah, breeding

occurrences are limited

to five locations within

four counties (Carbon, |Moderate. Bald eagles utilize

Daggett, Grand, and ungulate winter ranges that
Bald eagle Salt Lake counties). provide carrion. Bald eagles No. carried forward for
Haliaeetus FT; ST Winter habitat are sometimes seen near the N

. . ; . . analysis.

leucocephalus typically includes areas | Project Area during winter

of open water, months, usually in early

adequate food sources, |November through late March.

and sufficient diurnal

perches and night

roosts.

Found primarily in

canyons with mixed

conifer forests, pine-

oak woodlands and
Mexican spotted owl ;Ip(fgilssnr?erstas S&mTh'S Moderate. Willow Creek No. carried forward for
Strix occidentalis FT; ST; PIF P Canyon may provide suitable '

lucida

platforms and large
cavities in trees, on
ledges, and in caves.
Breeding and nesting
season: approximately
March through August.

nesting habitat for the species.

analysis.

Western yellow-billed
cuckoo

Coccyzus americanus
occidentalis

FC; ST

Riparian obligate and
usually occurs in large
tracts of
cottonwood/willow
habitats. However,
this species also has
been documented in
lowland deciduous
woodlands, alder
thickets, deserted
farmlands, and
orchards. Breeding
season: late June
through July.

None. Potential habitat does
not occur in Tumbleweed
Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.

Black-footed ferret
Mustela nigripes

FE; SE

Semi-arid grasslands
and mountain basins.
It is found primarily in
association with active
prairie dog colonies
that contain suitable
burrow densities and
colonies that are of
sufficient size.

None. The distribution of this
species is limited to a
nonessential experimental
population reintroduced into
Coyote Basin, Uintah County
starting in 1999.

Yes, no habitat present.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE'-FQ:ELEE’?ANALYSIS
AREA? '
Primarily occurs in
Douglas-fir, spruce-fir,
and subalpine forests at|None. If extant in Utah, this
Canada lynx . elevations above 7,800 |species most likely occurs in .
Lynx lynx canadensis FT.SS feet amsl. The lynx montane forests in the Uinta Yes, no habitat present.
uses large woody Mountains.
debris, such as downed
logs and windfalls.
Adults inhabit low to
Roundtail chub ST gigh ﬂ%V.V argas inthe | None. Po;ential T}bitat goes No, carried forward for
Gila robusta reen River; young not occur in Tumblewee analysis.
occur in shallow areas |Project Area.
with minimal flow.
Occupies a wide range
Bluehead sucker of aquatic habitats None. Potential habitat does No. carried forward for
Catostomus SS ranging from cold, clear |not occur in Tumbleweed n
4 . . analysis.
discobolus mountain streams to Project Area.
warm, turbid rivers.
Adults occur in riffles,
runs, and pools in
streams and large
Flannelmouth sucker river_s,_with the hi_ghest None. Poyential habitat does No, carried forward for
Catostomus latipinnis SS den_smes usually_m p_ool not occur in Tumbleweed analysis.
habitat. Young live in |Project Area.
slow to moderately
swift waters near the
shoreline areas.
Resides mainly in
lowland open desert
terrain characterized by |Low. This species is known to
barren cliffs and bluffs, | occur in the West Desert and
. pifion-juniper the Uinta Basin as a summer .
Eﬁ;;%ggggu; gaWk ST woodlands, sagebrush- |resident and a common ?n%l;g{gled forward for
rabbit brush, and cold |migrant. No ferruginous hawk '
desert shrub. Nesting |nests have been documented
habitat includes within the Project Area.
promontory points and
rocky outcrops.
Inhabits areas of open
water including large
rIVers, Iakes_, pon_ds, None. In Utah, the species is
and reservoirs with known to nest on islands
American white surrounding habitats . ith Great Salt and
pelican ranging from barren to associated with Great Salt an .
SS - . Utah lakes. In northeastern Yes, no habitat present.
Pelecanus heavily vegetated sites. Utah .
. ah, the species occurs as a
erythrorhynchos Typically nests on

isolated islands in
lakes or reservoirs;
rarely nests on
peninsulas.

transient on larger water
bodies.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE_Iﬁ:ELEE’)ANALYSIS
AREA? '
Inhabits grasslands,
deserts, agricultural Low. This species occurs in
areas, shrublands, and |the Uinta Basin as an
riparian forests. uncommon summer resident
Swainson’s hawk Breed_ing birds nest in |and common migrant. It _
BUteo swainsoni SS trees in or near open requires trees c_>f moderate Yes, no habitat present.
areas. In Utah, the height for nesting. No
species also occurs in | Swainson’s hawk nests have
marshlands; rarely been documented within the
occurs in brushy areas |Project Area.
or scrub desert.
Inhabits upland
sagebrush habitat in
rolling hills and
benches. Breeding
occurs on open leks (or
Ao SO i, Trospckesrs
Greater sage-grouse oceurs in upland areas widespread, but declining, with No. carried forward for
Centrocercus SS; PIF extant populations in Uintah '

urophasianus

and meadows in
proximity to water and
generally within a 2-
mile radius of the lek.
During winter,
sagebrush habitats at
submontane elevations
commonly are used.

and Daggett counties. Leks
occur near the Project Area.

analysis.




SPECIES

STATUS

HABITAT

POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN
TUMBLEWEED PROJECT
AREA?

ELIMINATED FROM

DETAILED ANALYSIS
IN THE EA?

Mountain plover
Charadrius montanus

SS; PIF

In the Uinta Basin,
small mountain plover
populations breed in
shrub-steppe habitat
where vegetation is
sparse and sagebrush
communities are
dominated by
Artemesia spp. with
components of black
sage and grasses. Nest
locations also vary with
respect to topography
(nests were located on
flat, open ground; on
the top or at the base of
slopes; or very close to
large rocky
outcroppings).

None. The only known
breeding population of
mountain plover in Utah is
located on Myton Bench.

Yes, no habitat present.

Long-billed curlew
Numenius americanus

SS

Inhabits shortgrass
prairies, alpine
meadows, riparian
woodlands, and
reservoir habitats.
Breeding habitat
includes upland areas
of shortgrass prairie or
grassy meadows with
bare ground
components, usually
near water.

None. Widespread migrant in
Utah. Breeding birds are fairly
common but localized,
primarily in central and
northwestern Utah. Potential
nesting has been reported in
Uintah County, but has not
been confirmed. Habitat does
not occur in the Project Area.

Yes, no habitat present.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE_‘FQ:ELEE’)ANALYSIS
AREA? '
Habitat includes
reservoirs, lakes,
ggggs\,’vggfgﬁzwnh None:. This specit_es isa
sewage Iagé)ons in localized breeder in Utah_ at
association with tall Utah, Great Salt, and Pelican
Black tern tules, reeds, or other Ia!<es and algng the Green .
Chlidonias niger SS vegetation along the River. In Uintah County, the | Yes, no habitat present.
edge of water bodies species |s.known to nest on
Nests typically are ' sandbars_ inand alc_)ng the
floating and are made Green_Rlver. Hgbltat does not
from pieces of cattail occur in the Project Area.
and other marsh
vegetation.
{qr;gsggri;sr,ligricultural None. The species breeds in
areas. marshes. and nqrthern Utah gnd occurs as a
occaéionally o;,)en migrant pote-_ntlally throughout
Short-eared owl woodlands. In Utah, '_[he state. Itis k”OW!‘ to oceur .
Asio flammeus SS cold desert shruband | Uintah County, le[h Yes, no habitat present.
sagebrush-rabbit brush occurrence probable in .
habitats also are Dl_Jchesnf-J County. Habltat_ for
utilized. Typically a this species does not occur in
ground nester. the Project Area.
Inhabits desert, semi-
desert shrubland,
grasslands, and None. Burrowing owls nest in
agricultural areas. desert/grassland habitats and
Nesting habitat are found in close association
Burrowing owl ss primarily consists of ~ |with prairie dog colonies in Yes, no habitat present.

Athene cunicularia

flat, dry, and relatively
open terrain; short
vegetation; and
abandoned mammal
burrows for nesting
and shelter.

Northeastern Utah. Habitat
for this species does not occur
in the Project Area.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE_‘FQ:ELEE’)ANALYSIS
AREA? '
Inhabits open habitats
including pine forests,
riparian areas, and
pifion-juniper
woodlands. Breeding
habitat typically Low to None. In Utah, the
includes ponderosa species is widespread, but is an
- pines and cottonwoods |uncommon nester along the
Lewis” woodpecker SS; PIF in stream bottoms and |Green River. Breeding by this |Yes, no habitat present.

Melanerpes lewis

farm areas. The
species inhabits
agricultural lands and
urban parks, montane
and desert riparian
woodlands, and
submontane shrub
habitats.

species has been observed in
Ouray and Uintah counties,
and along Pariette Wash.

Common yellowthroat

Documented habitat
usage includes marshes
and wet hummocks as

Low. Occurs throughout Utah,
with probable occurrence in
Uintah county. This species is
known to breed at the Ouray

Geothlypis trichas S5 well as montane and | National Wildlife refuge and Yes, no habitat present.
desert riparian along the Green River.
woodlands. Limited habitat for the species
occurs along Willow Creek.
Inhabits desert riparian
woodlands (mg:ludmg Low to None. Known to breed
areas of tamarisk . X
invasion), marshes, in the southhe'rn port-lonhof Utah.
Blue grosbeak SS grasslands, and rural However, this species has been Yes, no habitat present.

Guiraca caerulea

areas. Suitable nest
habitat includes dense
vegetation in otherwise
open areas.

documented at the Ouray
National Wildlife Refuge and
along the Green River.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT DETAILED ANALYSIS
AREA? IN THE EA?
Inhabits mesic and
irrigated meadows,
riparian woodlands,
and subalpine marshes
at lower elevations  |None. The species breeds in
gﬁi?)o tg 5;&% feet  |jsolated areas of Utah,
. - oultab primarily in the northern half
Bobolink : SS breeding habitat for | of the state. No breeding by | Yes, no habitat present.
Dolichonyx oryzivorus this ground nester this species has been
includes tall grass, | gocumented within the
flooded meadows, proposed Project Area.
prairies, and
agricultural fields;
forbs and perch sites
also are required.
Inhabits grasslands,
plateaus, plains and
desert shrub habitats.
White-tailed prairie L/Vhlte-talled praire None. Suitable habitat does
do SS ogs form colonies or not occur within the Yes, no habitat present.
g “towns” and spend . ’ P
Cynomys leucurus much of their time in Tumbleweed Project Area.
underground burrows
and hibernating during
the winter.
Inhabits desert shrub,
sagebrush-rabbitbrush,
pifion-juniper
woodland, and
ponderosa pine and
montane forest
habitats. The species |Low to moderate. The species
also uses lowland potentially occurs throughout
riparian and montane |Utah; however, no occurrence
grassland habitats. records exist for the extreme
Spotted bat sS Suitable cliff habitat northern or western parts of the Yes, no habitat present.

Euderma maculatum

typically appears to be
necessary for
roosts/hibernacula.
Spotted bats typically
do not migrate and use
hibernacula that
maintain a constant
temperature above
freezing from
September through
May

state. Known occurrences
have been reported in
northeastern Uintah County.
Roosting habitat could occur in
areas with cliff habitats.




SPECIES

STATUS

HABITAT

POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN
TUMBLEWEED PROJECT
AREA?

ELIMINATED FROM

DETAILED ANALYSIS
IN THE EA?

Townsend’s big-eared
bat

Corynorhinus
townsendii

SS

Inhabits a wide range
of habitats from
semidesert shrublands
and pifion-juniper
woodlands to open
montane forests.
Roosting occurs in
mines and caves, in
abandoned buildings,
on rock cliffs, and
occasionally in tree
cavities. Foraging
occurs well after dark
over water, along
margins of vegetation,
and over sagebrush.

Low. The species occurs in
Duchesne and Uintah counties.
Roosting habitat potentially
could occur in areas where
rock cliffs and caves are
present.

Yes, no habitat present.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE_‘FQ\:ELEE’)ANALYSIS
AREA? '
Typically inhabits
woodland to lowland
areas where the species
roosts in caves, Low. The species is known to
crevices in cliff faces, |occur in all but the
buildings, and under  |northernmost parts of Utah
Brazilian free-tailed pridggs. This species | (Box _EIder and D_aggett_ N _
bat sS inhabits u_rbar) areas, co_untles)_. Roostln_g habitat for Yes., minimal potential for
Tadarida brasiliensis lowland riparian this species potentially could |habitat.
woodlands, desert occur in areas where rock cliffs
shrub, and ponderosa |and caves are present, as
pine forests. Known to |discussed above for
overwinter (some Townsend’s big-eared bat.
remaining active) in
the southwestern part
of the state.
Inhabits rivers, lakes,
and riverine habitats,
with associated . . .
Northern river otter riparian vegetation. dNone. Habitat forrt]hls SPECIEs .
Lontra canadensis SS The species occurs in oes not occur in the Project | Yes, no habitat present.
Avrea.
montane forests to
desert canyons within
areas of suitable habitat.
Inhabits plains,
grasslands, sagebrush,
rabbitbrush, and
montane meadows, but
also utilizes disturbed
sites such as pastures,
prairie dog towns,
Th|_rteen-I|ned ground roadsides, g(_)lf COUrSes, |\ ine. Habitat for this species
squirrel and cemeteries. The : . .
. SS ; does not occur in the Project | Yes, no habitat present.
Spermophilus species prefers Area
tridecemlineatus cultivated field and '
grassland habitats.
Heavier soils (e.g.,
clays, loams, or sandy-
loams) are preferred.
The species hibernates
between October and
April.
Occurs in cold desert
through montane
regions where it Low. Known to occur in the
Milk snake inhabits grassland, Uinta Basin region. Relative Yes. minimal potential for
Lampropeltis SS shortgrass prairie, to the Project Area, individuals h , P
- abitat or occurrence.
triangulum sagebrush, desert could be present at some

scrub, ponderosa pine,
and pifion-juniper
woodland habitats.

portion of their life cycle.




POTENTIAL for and/or
OCCURRENCE IN

ELIMINATED FROM

SPECIES STATUS HABITAT TUMBLEWEED PROJECT IIDNE_Iﬁ:ELEE’)ANALYSIS
AREA? '
Occurs in eastern Utah
in major valleys of the
Colorado River.
Habitats include stream
courses, river bottoms . . .
Great Plains rat snake and rocky wooded None. Habitat for this species .
. |SS L - does not occur in the Project | Yes, no habitat present.
Elaphe guttata emoryi hillsides. Itisa Area
secretive snake which '
spends much of the
time in rodent burrows
and is nocturnal during
warm weather.
Dry High. Portions of the Project
iﬁ;hsigs;zrgvgelli PIF sagebrush/scrublands | Area have suitable habitat for |No, potential habitat present.
with sparse vegetation. |sage sparrows.
S, Dry woodlands, scrub  {Low. The Project Area may . .
Virginia’s warbler PIF oak brushlands, have potential habitat for this Yes, potential habitat not

Vermivora virginiae

canyons and ravines.

species.

found in Project Area.

Black-chinned
hummingbird PIF
Archilochus alexandri

Dry lowlands and
foothills with pifion-
juniper woodlands.

Low. Pinyon/Juniper
woodlands in the Project Area
may have potential habitat for
this species.

No, potential habitat present.

Gray flycatcher

Avrid areas of sagebrush

Low. The Project Area may

. ... |PIF or pifion-juniper have potential habitat for this | No, potential habitat present.
Empidonax wrighti woodlands. species.
Cassin’s klngplrd PIE Sparse woods, dry Low to None. Yes, pgtentlal ha}bltat not
Tyrannus vociferans scrub. found in the Project Area.
Gray vireo Dry shrubby areas, Low. The Project Area may
Vireo vicinior PIF chaparral, sparse have potential habitat for this | No, potential habitat present.
woodlands. Species.
Pinion jay Semiarid foothills with |High. The Project Area has
Gymnorhinus PIF pifion-juniper large areas of potential habitat |No, potential habitat present.
cyanocephalus woodlands. for this species.
L . High. The Project Area has
iuaﬁlpsr:gmggss PIF ;ﬁ’gfgf :,ng Jf;ﬂ'(?ser large areas of potential habitat |No, potential habitat present.
ust u ' for this species.
- . Low. Areas along Willow Yes, cliffs along Willow
White-throated swift PIF Cliffs and canyons. Creek. may have potential Creek would not be affected

Aeronautes saxatalis

habitat for this species.

by the alternatives.

FE=Federally listed as endangered,

FT=Federally listed as threatened
FC=Federal candidate

SE=State listed as endangered in Utah,
ST=State listed as threatened in Utah,

SS=Utah state sensitive species

PIF=Partners in Flight species of concern, Colorado Plateau, potentially in Vernal Field Office




