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with one’s own sin, feeling unforgiven and abandoned by God, reporting resentment
towards the church community and an overall negative feeling towards God.

With an eigenvalue of 1.6, the positive communal domain accounted for 9.1% of
the variance and was most heavily weighted by the variables organizational
religiousness, religious benefit, religiousness, and family emphasis, which reflect
experience within organized religion. Individual items within the scales include
congregational support, organizational church attendance and self-ranking of
religiousness. The negative communal domain had an eigenvalue of 1.2 and accounted
for 6.8% of the variance. This domain included variables related to the religious
problems and conflict. This scale reflects a common theme of difficult experiences within
the organized church and community. Individual items include negative social
interactions surrounding religion, feelings of being judged by congregational members

and self-rating religious and sexual orientation conflict while coming out.
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Table G1

Religious Variables Factor Loadings

Positive Negative Positive Negative

individual individual communal communal
Religious comfort 954 046 112 007
Daily spiritual .880 -.041 258 .097
God positive .870 .100 116 .063
Positive coping .864 .086 124 .090
Faith positive .830 -.024 .084 -.058
Spirituality .666 012 .059 134
Forgiveness 632 -.127 348 070
Religious strain 033 950 .026 225
God negative -.037 .876 .040 -.071
Fear and guilt -.010 .828 .201 219
Social negative 170 611 -.167 498
Negative coping -.048 533 469 -414
Organizational 327 .090 .825 .080
Religious benefit 261 -.012 .803 104
Religiousness 505 077 .566 163
Family emphasis -.006 .200 .503 435
Religious problems A35 344 ST 494

Religious conflict .099 101 .180 776




