


























































































































































































































































































































































































































CURRICULUM VITAE 

Personal Details 

Full name: Paul Eric Hosten 

Date of Birth: 5 April 1963 

Citizenship: Belgian 

1980 - 1984 

1985 

1986 - 1988 

1989 

1990 - 1995 

Education and Qualifications 

B.Sc. (University of Port Elizabeth, South Africa) 

B.Sc.Hons. (Rhodes University, South Africa) 

M.Sc. (University of Natal, South Africa) 

Traineeship (University of Ben Gurion, Israel) 

Ph.D. (Utah State University, U.S.A.) 

Summaries of Research Interests 

B.Sc.(Hons.) Research: Some aspects on the intertidal ecology of Gelidium pristoides. 
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Tagging experiments were conducted to detennine the seasonality of growth of Gelidium pristoides. 

Translocation experiments and studies involving substrate preference & availability yielded information 

regards plant distribution within the intertidal zone. The agar content relative to height above spring low tide 

was also investigated. Possible management implications of this information were considered. 

M.Sc. Research: Effiuent treatment using a man-made wetland. 

Computer modeling techniques were used to determine the importance of phosphorus uptake by 

Phragmites australis relative to other uptake mechanisms. The behavior and persistence of phosphorus 

retention mechanisms were studied under simulated vegetated and non-vegetated conditions to detennine 

management and design criteria of artificial reedbeds. 
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Traineeship: The ecology of arid-land plant communities. 

This traineeship was under the supervision of Dr L.S. Olsvig-Whittaker, and involved practice in the 

use of the Cornell Ecology Program series. The project undertaken entailed determining the effect of sheep and 

goat grazing on the local sand-field vegetation. 

Current Ph.D. research: Determining the relative suitability of different models of vegetation dynamics as a 

basis for range condition and trend analysis in sagebrush-dominated rangelands. 

Current models of vegetation dynamics were assessed relative to the needs of range managers, and 

validated for sagebrush-dominated vegetation using long-term plant community data sets and piosphere effects 

around watering points. A knowledge of vegetation dynamics, field experience, and remote sensing technology 

allowed the development of an alternative strategy of rangeland management and monitoring based on 

undesirable species. 

Membership of Societies 

Ecological Society of America (ESA) 

Grassland Science Society of Southern Africa (GSSA) 

Society for Range Management (SRM) 

Additional Work Experience 

1981 -1984 : Information officer at Tsitsikamma National Park (vacation work over four years). 

1988: Temporary Research Assistant (University of Port Elizabeth) research topic: dune stabilization and 

reveget~tion. 

Awards 

1991 : Sigma Xi research award for supporting research on detecting small scale changes in microphytic crust 

composition and distribution. 
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Book Reviews 
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