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love for open range, he practically had to be shot 

off his horse before changing his lifestyle after the 

death of his wife, giving up his freedom to take 

charge of keeping his family of eight children togeth 

ere Born sept. 9, 1872 to George William and Grace 

sterling Bosley, he roped, rode and wrestled cows even 

after he married Hannah M. Peterson. After his wife 

died in 1917, he settled down to run a butcher shop in 

corinne. A handyman in his own right," he built his 

home, watched his children grow and had the satisfac­

tion of not burying one of them. In the last years of 

his life, crippled by cancer, he complained little and 

often literally crawled to the outhouse in the 

backyard to throw up his supper. He died on April 5, 

1952, at the age of 80. 

Alice " Martha Payenter Bradtord--Born sept. 23, 1856 in 

England to Samuel and Anna Edgeworth Payenter, she 

baby and her said her mother died when she 

father followed when she was 10. 

was a 

Her father remar 

ried when she was 5 and her stepmother, a convert t 0 

the Mormon Church, arranged for passage of the 

family to America in 1868. The voyage over the 

Atlantic and the trek across the plains was not easy, 

but Alice arrived in Salt Lake City as a member of the 

last organized company to reach Utah by wagon train. 
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Life in Salt Lake City wasn't much better, as she was 

utilized as an often poorly-fed domestic servant. When 

it became evident she was wanted as a plural wife, she 

fled to Corinne, staying with and working for several 

families. She married walter Butler Bradford in 

Corinne on June 17, 1872 when she was 15 years old. 

Living the remaining years of her life in the Gentile 

community, she bore 12 children, seven of whom lived 

to maturity, perhaps caused the Indian scare of the 

fall of 1875 and poo-pooed this later, and died at her 

home Oct. 30, 1944 at the age of 88. 

Blaine Bradtord--Son of Samuel and Minnie Cutler Bradford 

and a grandson of Walter Butler and Alice Martha 

Payenter Bradford, Blaine was born in Corinne in 

1917, grew up in the community and lived there most of 

his life except for his service years during World War 

II in Florida with the Army Air Corps. In Florida, he 

met and wed a wife, but separated from her shortly 

after the hostilities ended and their return to utah. 

He was hitting the bottle pretty hard then because 0 f 

the split-up, but said he had enough sense to cork i t 

and head home. Back in Corinne, he would put his 

life back in order, wed a second time only to outlive 

this wife and fathered no children of his own. He took 

the job as maintenance man for the drainage system in 
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1950 and held this position until his death in March of 

1987 at the age of 69. 

Donald Delom Cutler--The third of five children born to 

Henry and Hettie Bradford Cutler and a grandson of 

Walter and Alice Bradford, Donald arrived in corinne 

Dec. 17, 1915, behind Vernon and Vivian and before 

virgil and Philip. Raised on the family farm, he 

quickly learned his trade. He married Viola Bowcutt 

of Bothwell June 15, 1940, and became the father of 

three children, Nancy of 1943, Mary Jo of 1945 and 

steven of 1949. Viola would suddenly die of sugar 

diabetes April 25, 1978 and Don then would wed Marion 

Young Fredrickson on Oct. 26 of that year. At the 

time of this writing, he has survived his own bout 

with cancer and raps the gavel at council meetings as 

mayor of the town. 

Marion Younq Fredrickson CUtler--Born to william Eugene and 

Sarah Ann Bingham Young on April 11, 1916, Marion came 

to Corinne at the age of 11 in 1927 with her four 

brothers and one sister when the family moved from 

Ogden to a farm there. She would grow up to marry 

Henry Lee Fredrickson in 1933 and give birth to two 

daughters, Anne in October in 1935 and June in July of 

1940. Henry, born on Nov. 30, 1913, to Christian 
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Marinus and Jennie Lysle steed Fredrickson, died 

Dec. 31, 1964, but not before he gained a rounded 

posture, tormented Halloween trick-or-treaters into 

song to get the goodies, and bounced more than one 

grandchild on his knee. Henry initially was buried in 

the Brigham City Cemetery, but was later exhumed and 

reinterred in an adjacent lot at Corinne's after 

Marion married Don Cutler in 1978. Marion, today, 

suffers from diabetes but handles it well. She still 

has that cherub, pink-cheeked innocence, and her 

honesty probably has made her more of a victim than a 

volunteer in this work. 

Marion Nicholas Danielson--As the Corinne City Recorder 

since December of 1979, she has labored over early 

council records and microfilms of newspaper articles 

and accounts of the community's past. She came to 

Corinne in 1950 when her father purchased a cafe on the 

ci ty' s main thoroughfare. Her father had been reared 

at Promontory, where his great-grandfather had home-

steaded the land. She would grow up in the city in a 

house shaded by tall trees on the north side of Montana 

street just west of the city hall. She would marry 

Arthur Danielson, a native of Cache Valley, make her 

home in "That Place Over There" and wonder why the city 

had this reputation. Her efforts to unravel this 
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stigma would make her the successor to Bernice Gibbs 

Anderson as the town's officially-unofficial historian. 

If she persists, she probably will co~pile the most 

accurate account ever of the "Burg on the Bear," but it 

may lack some of the daily blood-and-guts grind of 

getting from then to now. 

vesta Ferry--As the oldest of three children born to John 

Yeoman (1868-1933) and Charlotte Jean (1874-1975) 

Ferry, Vesta arrived in August of 1899 in Benton 

Township, Ill. She was 15 months old when her parents, 

purchasing section 9 in Corinne, moved to Utah in 1900 

in time to have Thanksgiving dinner with relatives 

already living there. Attending a Methodist school in 

Price, Utah, she finished her secondary education in 

1919 in Ca"lifornia when the Ferrys moved there for a 

few years before returning to Corinne. She started 

college in 1920 and finished her four-year degree in 

1933. Part of the delay here came when the stock 

market crashed in 1929 and her bank account was wiped 

out. Mostly, she attended summer classes in seeking 

her college degree and financed this by teaching in 

one-room schools in Nevada. wi th her father's death 

in 1933, she returned to Corinne to care for her 

mother. vesta taught school there for a number of 

years and later in Tremonton to the north, commuting 
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weekdays for 20 years before her mother agreed to move 

there. Today she lives in Tremonton in active retire­

ment and administers what is left of the House estate, 

willed to her by William F. House when pending legal 

action in the early 1930s threatened to devastate his 

once-vast holdings. 

Samuel and Mariba "Marb" Bowcutt Forsqran--Samuel Jr. was 

born to Roy and Mary Forsgren in Brigham city on May 

12, 1918 . within days of his birth, Sam's parents 

moved to a farm in West corinne and there brought up a 

family of two other sons, Ralph and Russell, and two 

daughters, Ethel and Charleen. There Sam would grow 

to manhood, meet and marry Mariba Bowcutt of Bothwell, 

born April 12, 1918, in Garland, Utah, to Alfred and 

Josephine Newman Bowcutt. Sam and Marb were married 

in 1942, but their life together had to wait for three 

years while he served in the Pacific Theater during 

World War II. He returned to Corinne to farm until "I 

never did retire, I just got damn tired of it." The 

Forsgrens reared two children, Max and Helen, and today 

have pictures of grandchildren posted around the living 

room, along with examples of his lapidary hobby and 

her sewing and knitting creations. For 14 years, the 

Forsgrens served as janitors at corinne Elementary 

School and for the past four or five have been the 
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caretakers of Corinne city Cemetery. Sam also served 

on the city council for 12 years, four of them a s 

mayor, and one of his most cherished possessions is the 

official city charter signed in 1870 by President u. S. 

Grant. Sam has survived a battle with throat cancer 

and Marb today struggles with diabetes, but nothing 

stops her weekly card games with the girls. 

William Raymond and Emily Louise Gillett Holmes--William R. 

Holmes (Oct. 15, 1870-Ju1y 30, 1954) was a descendant 

a signer of the Mayflower Compact. A proud man, he was 

a "mover and shaker" of Corinne in the early 1900s. 

Among other things, he operated a hardware and grocery 

store on Montana Street, drove one of the first school 

buses, maintained the pump for the city water tank, 

served on the Corinne council for a number of years 

and was the city recorder for 10. He made it a point 

to be the first person to vote on election day. He 

smoked at least one cigar a day, gnawing on it more 

than inhaling, and used up more than one vest pocketful 

of kitchen matches in the process. The hardware and 

grocery operation was on the ground floor of the Roche 

building at Montana and Fifth streets, a structure 

passed down to him by his wife's parents. Emily Louise 

Gillett (Sept. 26, 1871-Feb. 8, 1951) was the only 

child of Egbert A. (1844-1923) and Emily L. (1844-1922) 
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Gillett. Word has it she was the real worker in the 

family, as her husband apparently spent more time 

holding up the store's potbellied stove than breaking 

into a sweat doing anything much more than talking. 

William Franklin Houae--The son of Hiram and Mary Lucy 

Thomas House, William F. was born in Missouri on 

sept. 21, 1861. Before his death at Corinne Dec. 11, 

1936, he would assume control of his enterprising 

father's financial empire upon Hiram's death in March 

of 1893, outlive his sister, Cora House Kearns (Feb. 2, 

1868-May 29, 1900), survive fights over the dwindling 

family fortune with his uncle, Henry Clay House (Feb. 

1, 1842-0ec. 20, 1922), and learn to love and trust the 

family of a friend, J. Y. Ferry. A tongue-tied and 

unmercifully-teased man, William was perhaps generous 

to a fault because of this and was intrigued, if not 

suckered, by more than one "fly-by-night" scheme. 

After all, he had inherited money, but perhaps wanted 

to score some quick cash of his own. Some of the 

schemes, such as "Golden Youth," had potential. still 

Hiram's empire, through the apparent mismanagement of 

his son, turned into cold clay and crumbled. The back­

lash of some investments brought about the threat of 

lawsuits and William, in pure defense, arranged with 

Ferry to will his remaining property over to Ferry's 



371 

oldest daughter, Vesta. He initially wanted to give it 

to Ferry rather than Vesta, but in " the way things work 

out sometimes. Ferry died some two years before 

House. Some old-timers say William F. willed his 

property to vesta because he loved her, even though he 

was nearly 38 years her senior. Maybe he did. He did 

marry once, but quickly divorced after his bride 

apparently discovered the boast of his prowess lacked 

the luster of actual loot. Vesta talks little of this 

and to this day refers to him as "Mr. House." 
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APPENDIX . 



May 30, 1987 
Brigham D. Madsen 
2181 Lincoln Lane 
Salt Lake City, utah 84124 
(801) 277-2954 

Mr. Madsen: 
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After more than 20 years of slogging through the trenches of 
the newspaper business, I packed a raging ulcer into my 
possibles bag and returned to Utah State University in fall, 
1984, to pursue a master of arts degree in the Department of 
Communication. Why in the hell I did this has been an 
oft-repeated question. 

Submitting my thesis of nearly three-years' effort and some 
400 pages to the Graduate Studies office, I was advised to 
request permission from you "as a professional courtesy" for 
"possible extensive" use of material from your 1980 work, 
Corinne: The Gentile capital of Utah. 

There are a number of policies, all inconclusive and 
somewhat shady-gray, on the use of copyrighted materials and 
this request comes as a "be safe, not sorry" directive from 
the grad office. My thesis basically covers the early- and 
mid-1900s in Corinne and relies on interviews of old-timers 
still living there in a loosely-connected series of feature 
stories. I used portions of your work for background and 
historical continuity. 

All sections used have been cited in the text. These 
included the founding and naming of the town, Brigham 
Young I s supposed curse, the steamboat venture, the Indian 
scare, the chaos of the canal, the . Lakeview cemetery, the 
lot of the Chinese coolies and the public school system. 

still, the thesis coordinator thinks use of these sections 
might be "extensive." My major professor does not, but 
agreed this request would be a "professional courtesy." 
In all, besides paraphrasing, your work has been cited 
verbatim 33 times, using from 32 to 293 words for a total of 
4,277, or roughly 3.1 percent of the estimated total 
narrative in the entire volume. 

In my years in the newspaper racket as a reporter and an 
editor, I have handled my share of copyrighted material and 
have earned a reputation for my fairness and accuracy. I 
feel I have quoted your work in good faith and consider it 
not only a well-researched, but definitive, source on 
Corinne in its turbulent, boomtown years. I lived in this 
Gentile city from 1946 to 1965, and know its stories and 
most of its secrets. 
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The thrust of my thesis is to encourage reporters everywhere 
to take the time to interview old-timers anywhere and put 
their stories down in print somewhere. · While their tales 
may be more memory-enriched fiction than nuts-and-bolts 
fact, it is important to get them down in flesh-and-blood 
narratives before the oldsters take them to their graves. 

I will gladly furnish copies of the materials quoted from 
your book upon request. I hope you will be able to reply 
immediately. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter, 

John w. Morris 
40 Park Circle 
Logan, Utah 
752-8533 

I hereby give permission to John W, Morris to reprint 
and properly credit the following materials taken from my 
1980 book, Corinne: The Gentile Capital of Utah, in the 
preparation of his thesis. These portions, listed by pages, 
number of words and opening and closing phrases by order of 
use, include: 

P. 310, 255, "The 1880 census ... was fast becoming so." 
Pp, 310-311, 98, "An 1895 article ... as well as his 

bank .... " 
Pp. 144-145, 74, 

Gentile town ••.• " 
"To satisfy their longing ... the 

P. 268, 220, "Recognizing their financial. .. and 6 feet 
deep .... " 

Pp. 269-270, 86, "In this instance ... the sickly waters 
of the Malad." 

Pp. 54 ... 55, 293, "Although the life of corinne ... a solid 
mass of ice cream." 

P. 307, 105, 
territory." 

"with remarkable dispatch ... in the 

54, 
town." 

" ... Before white settlers ... had Pp . 272 - 2 7 3 , 
decided to build a 

P. 274, 231, "In January 1863 ... more than they could 
bear .... " 

Pp. 274-275, 93, "To the frontiersmen ... the defenseless 
Gentile of Corinne. 

Pp. 275-277, 227, "During the next four years ... a horse 
from a white farmer .... " 

P. 282, 160, "Throughout the spring and summer ... for 
the Lee trial." 
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P. 283, 145, " ... Women and children ... a company of 
fifty men at the scene." 

P. 289, 55, "The six years of frustration ... millstones 
of Lamanite and Saint." 

P. 289, 32, "Corinnethians were left ... into Montana." 
Pp. 213-214, 217, "In June 1873 ... the start of another 

term. " 
P. 214, 164, "The completion of the Methodist Church ... 

followed by three hours of instruction." 
P. 215, 89, "Apparently, the action ... free schools for 

the night." 
P. 216, 120, "The first year of Corinne's ... until four 

0' clock the next morning." 
P, 217, 41, "In answer to the question ... Respectfully, 

Trustees." 
P. 217, 48, "I am utterly opposed to ... the tyranny of 

the rich over the poor." 
P. 217, 70, " ... Now about the free school ... I for one 

will not stand for it .... " 
Pp. 155-156, 179, " ... Two other schooners ... the wonder 

of the Dead Sea of America." 
Pp. 158-159, 140, "Leading citizen ... figure estimated 

by Spicer." 
Pp. 160-161, 147, "The City of Corinne is ... for 

enjoyment of parties of pleasure seekers." 
Pp. 162-163, 160, "Left Corinne, ... in eleven hours and 

a quarter running time." 
P. 165, 60, "At present my engagements ... our own little 

steamboat." 
P. 167, 148, " ... Occasionally, outings ... for their 

unmitigated selfishness." 
Pp. 243-244, 209, " ... The history of Masonry ... was 

elected to head the new lodge." 
Pp. 246-247, 77, " ..• not only did the Chinese ... was 

rapidly filling with newcomers." 
P. 248, 66, "The Corinne newspapers delighted in ... a 

free lunch." 
P. 248, 47, "Another custom .•. returning to the flowery 

kingdom." 
P. 41, 167, ""On last Saturday night, ... he now lies in 

critical condition." 

(Fee) 

(Signed) 


