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All forty school districts in Utah were surveyed to gather complete
data on free enterprise education in Utah. All administrators and instruc-
tors involved in the interpretations and implementations of free enter-
prise education were surveyed.

Initially, superintendents of the forty school districts were
contacted to learn the names of the relevant administrators and instruc-
tors. After collection of these names, questionnaires were mailed.
Different questionnaires were developed for the admininstrators and
the instructors.

After return of an overall 92 percent of the questionnaires, the
data was sorted and tabulated. Frequency counts and percents were
calculated for all question responses from the administrators and
instructors. Cross tabulations and tables of means were prepared for the

comparative responses.

Conclusions

The following conclusions were drawn from the data analysis resulting
from the survey of the interpretations and implementations of Senate
Bill 203.

1. The administrators generally interpreted the guidelines to
mean that economic principles should be integrated into current courses,
or that units or sections of economics should be injected into current
courses. Over half of the administrators interpreted the guidelines
to mean implementation by fall, 1977. Another quarter of the number

of administrators indicated that the instructional requirement was to be

implemented immediately.
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2. The approach to be followed for determining the fulfillment of
the requirement will basically be organized by instructors. An almost
equal number of programs will be organized under a cooperative effort of
local school personnel.

3. The approach being followed by the school districts to fulfill
the Senate Bill 203 requirement was justified largely by curriculum
directors, school boards, or a combination of other local school
administrators.

4. Concerning the use of the state prescribed instructional
materials, the majority of the administrators believed that the materials
could be used for references. Few administrators indicated that the
materials must be used to structure the free enterprise instruction.

5. Generally, more classes for economic education are not offered
because of the lack of instructors and the lack of interest.

6. There is little workshop participation by instructors because
of lack of interest.

7. Lack of curriculum development exists because of a lack of
interest on the part of imstructors.

8. Fully adequate programs (qualified instructors, materials,
classes) are not possible without additional funding.

9. The lack of funding is a minor reason for deficient programs.
10. Administrators do not believe that present economic education

programs are adequate.

11. There are few classes being taught in Utah entirely devoted
to free enterprise education.
12. When free enterprise principles are integrated into classes,

generally those classes are social studies, business education, or other

vocational education classes.
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13. The content specified by the National Task Force as being
essential is generally indicated a third of the time to be taught
very little or not at all. Half of the state's economic education
instructors are teaching those concepts some of the time. Very
few instructors cover the concepts completely.

14. Material used for instruction of free enterprise education
consists of textbooks which are used a majority of the time.

45. Texts used in econbmics classes are of a wide variety.

16. The methods of instruction for free enterprise education
aremostly lecture. Large group instruction is also used.

17. Most instructors of free enterprise prineiples have a secial
studies undergraduate major. Several of the instructors have degrees
in business education.

18. There are few graduate degrees earned by instructors.

19. There have been few hours earned by instructors in economics
classes. A relatively low number of instructors had taken any
basic economics classes.

20. Few instructors have participated in workshop or in-service
training for economic education. The biggest reasons are lack of
funding and lack of time.

21. Over half of the instructors have been teaching for 10 or
more years.

22. Over half of the instructorsbelong to the social studies
department.

23. Instructors with more in-service or workshop training are
more likely to be teaching an economics class.

24. Instructors with greater training in workshops or in-service

generally cover the concepts indicated by the National Task Force.
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25. Instructors with more basic economics generally teach greater

coverage of the National Task Force concepts.

Recommendations

After reviewing the conclusions drawn from the data, the following
recommendations are made:

1. Definite guidelines need to be communicated from the state to
the school districts on course implementation. Guidelines should be
made, but not mandated, on course structure and content.

2. Materials prescribed from the state need to be a wide variety
of the available materials. Appropriate materials should be evaluated
and recommended by economic education specialists.

3. Extensive participation in workshops or basic economic core
classes 1is recommended for instructors who are teaching free enterprise
principles. The training should be funded by the state. The training
should be available to all instructors in the various departments that
teach economics, not restricted to a few. The training should be made
available in all parts of the state to reach as many instructors as

possible.
4. Economic education should become a high school graduation:

requirement. This would include the inétruction on the essentials,
benefits, and deficiencies of all economic systems. Using economic
theory and facts for a basis, economic thought and analysis would
be developed.

5. 1If the reasons for inadequate programs are largely the tack of
interest, then school districts should attempt to find interested person-

nel to handle the programs.
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Recommendations for Further Study

Many studies in the state of Utah have.indicated a lack of
economic understanding by Utah students. This study has shown what is
being done in the public secondary schools to fulfill the requirement
of free enterprise education. Further study must be done to attempt
to find relations between what is being done in the schools and what
students are learning. Only if educators know what instructional
methods promote economic understandings, can appropriate programs

be instituted.

Discussion

Although the Utah legislature passed a law requiring free enterprise
education in all public schools in Utah, the school systems must imple-
ment the requirement. There seems to be a lack of communication between

these two groups.

There did seem to be an agreement among economic educators that
the requirement of free enterprise education should be all economic
education, not only free enterprise. This is basically explained
by the fact that there is not a pure free enterprise economy and students
must understand the other aspects of the economy.

There also appears to be a great amount of confusion on the
definition of economics and free enterprise education. As Horton and
Weidenaar explained, although consumer education and other classes are
important, they are not economics. It is difficult to assess the amount
of economic education in the state when there is8 no concensus on what

constitutes economic education.
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Please indicate one appropriate response for each question, unless more responses
are requested. All responses are strictly CONFIDENTIAL by name, department, and school.

Senate Bill 203, passed by the Utah legislature in 1975, requires all secondary schools
to offer instruction on the benefits and essentials of the free enterprise system.

Free enterprise education, economic education and economic principles are terms used to
mean knowledge of economic concepts and logic and the ability to apply these concepts
analytically.

1.

What was your source of initial
information about requirements
of Senate Bill 203? '

How did you interpret the
required instructional offering
of Senate Bill 203?

What was your interpretation of
the requirement of Senate Bill 203
on the use of materials prescribed
by the state superintendent of
public instruction?

What was your interpretation of
the time schedule for implementing

instruction for economic principles?

If you have or soon will implement
an economic education program, who
will develop 1it?

How wag the approach used in
question #5 justified?

Should more classes, containing
economic education, be offered?

1]

na

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

1]

11}

a,
b.
c.
d.

1]

a.
b.
c!

1]

Mailings from the legislature

Utah Council for Economic Education
State School Board

Other (Please specify)

One semester of economics

One year of economics

Integration of economic principles
in current courses (SS, Gov't, Bus.)
Units or sections injected into
current courses

Other (Please specify)

Must be used for course outline
Must be used for course structure
Can be used for reference

Does not have to be used

Other (Please specify)

Immediate implementation
By fall 1977

No time schedule

Other (Please specify)

Utah Council on Economic Education
Instructors

Curriculum director

Other (Please specify)

Curriculum director approval

Utah Council on Economic Education approv
School board approval

Other (Please specify)

Yes, a basic economics course

Yes, more integration in current classe..
No, classes offered are adequate

Other (Please specify)
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. Lack of interest
Lack of funding

8. If you answer to #7 was yes, why a
b.
c. Lack of qualified instructors
d
e

haven't more classes, containing

economic education been offered?

. Lack of materials
Other (Please specify)

1]

Yes, they are required by the district
Yes, they participate on their own

9. Do instructors of economic
education participate in in-service
or workshop instruction in economic

education? They do not particpate to my knowledge

1]

10. If your answer to #9 was no, why

a
b.
c. Possibly some instructors participate
d
e

Other (Please specify)

Lack of interest

haven't more instructors participated b. Lack of funding
in in-service training or workshops c. Lack of qualification
for economic education? d. Other (Please specify)
11. 1Is there a lack of curriculum a. Yes, nation wide lack
development in the area of b. Yes, state wide lack
economic education? c. Yes, district wide lack
‘ d. No, development seems sufficient
_____e., Other (Please specify)
12. If your answer to #l1 was yes, why a. Lack of interest
is there a lack of curriculum devel- b. Lack of funding
opment in the area of economic c. Lack of materials
education? d. Other (Please specify)
13. 1s there a lack of development a. Yes, nation wide lack
of materials for economic education? b. Yes, state wide lack
c. Yes, district wide lack
d. No, development seems sufficient
e. Other (Please specify)
14. If your answer to #13 was yes, why a. Lack of interest
is there a lack of development of b. Lack of funding
materials for economic education? ¢. Lack of resource persons
d. Other (Please specify)
15. 1Is it possible to offer an adequate a. Definitely
economic education pregram without b. Probably
additional funding? (Adequate meaning c. Possible
qualified instructors, relevant T d. Doubtful
materials, appropriate class offering) e. No
16. What features need to be added to a. Nothing, it is adequate
your district's program before you b. More qualified teachers (quality)
believe that it would be adequate ¢, Materials
for economic education? d. Course offerings
e, All previcus areas
f. Otner (Piease specify)
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Please indicate one appropriate response for each question, unless more responses

are requested.

All responses are strictly CONFIDENTIAL by name, department, and school.

Senate Bill 203, passed by the Utah legislature in 1975, requires all secondary schools
to offer instruction on the benefits and essentials of the free enterprise system.

Free enterprise education, economic education and economic principles are terms used to
mean knowledge of economic concepts and logic and the ability to apply these concepts
analytically.

1.

What classes are you currently
teaching that are entirely devoted
to free enterprise education as

mandated in Senate Bill 2037
(Please indicate the length of
each appropriate class.)

What classes are you currently
teaching that contain units,
sections, or an fintegration
economic concepts?

Which of the following content

areas (in questions 3.1 through

3.7) are contained in your course,
courses, units, sections, or integrated
lessons for economic education?

3.1 What economics is about, how
one thinks about economic
problems.

3.2 The nature of economic problems
of wamts, scarce resources, the

need for an economic system.

3.3 The basis of the decision in
the U.S. of what, how, and how
much to produce and who will

receive the goods.

3.4 Economic growth and stability,

]

mro N on

R

year sem qtr other
Economics
Social Studies
Vocational Ed.
General Bus.
None
Other (Please specify)

Economics

Social Studies
Vocational Education
General Business

Other (Please specify)

None

Very little

Some

Good coverage
Complete coverage

None

Very little

Some

Good coverage
Complete coverage

None

Very little

Some

Good coverage
Complete coverage

None

Very little

Some

Good coverage
Complete coverage
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3.5 Distribution of income. a. None
b. Very little
c. Some

d. Good coverage
e. Complete coverage

3.6 The U.S. in the world economy. a. None
b. Very little
c. Some

d. Good coverage
e. Complete coverage

3.7 Other economic systems, a, None
including communistic and b. Very little
other democratic societies. ¢. Some

d. Good coverage
e. Complete coverage

a. Entire text

b. Some parts

c. Outline for course
d. Reference only

e. Not used at all

How do you use a textbook?

LT TR T

If the class you are teaching is a. The Worldly Philosophers, Heilbronner
an economics class, principles or b. Free Market System, Cloward
applied, what text is being used? c. No text is used

d. Other (Please specify)

How often is a text used? a, Daily

b. 3 times per week

c. Once per week

d. Once every two weeks
e. Never

f. Other (Please specify)

T

- What supplementary materials a. Resource persons

are being used? b. Films

c. Group projects

d. Interviews

e. Other (Please specify)

]

What are your greatest sources a. Curriculum library

of materials for economic education? b. Community

Please check ALL correct answers and c. State Council on Economic Education
specify sources not listed. d. Joint Council on Economic Education
e. Other (Please specify)

T
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10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

Rank the following methodologies in a. Lecture
order of how often you use them. The b. Large group discussions
most widely used method would be #1.  c. Small group discussions
If you do not use a method, leave it __ d. 1ndividual projects
blank. e. Group projects
f. Use of resource persons
_____g. Other (Please specify)
What is your undergraduate major? a, Business Education
b. Social Studies
c. Economics
d. Distributive Education
e. Other (Please specify)
Please indicate the number of a, Business Education
quarter hours you have completed b. Social Studies
beyond your bachelor's degree in c. Business Administration
each of the following areas. d. Economics '
(example: " 1if you have taken 6 e. Other (Please specify)
hours in economics -
6 Economics)
If you have acquired a master's a. Business Education
degree, what is your major? b. Social Studies
c¢. Business Administration
d. Economics
e. Other (Please specify)
Please indicate the number of a, Business Education
quarter hours you have completed b. Social Studies
beyond your master's degree in ¢. Business Administration
each of the following areas. d. Economics
(To be answered in the fashion e. Other (Please specify)
of #11)
Please indicate the number of a. Basic macroeconomics (Principles)
quarter hours you have completed b. Basic microeconomics (Principles)
in specific economics courses, c. Intermediate macroeconomic theory
whether undergraduate or graduate. __ d. Intermediate microeconomic theory
(To be answered in the fashion e. Money and Banking
of #11 and #13.) f. Labor economics
g. Other (Please specify)
Have you participated in any a. None
summer workshops or in-service b. 1-3 quarter hours
training for economic education? ¢. 4-6 quarter hours
d. 7-9 quarter hours
e. 10 or more quarter hours (Please specify)
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16. If you arc interested in attending a. Not interested
in-service training or workshops b. Lack of funding
for economic education, why haven't c. Lack of time
you? d. Other (Please specify)

17. How many years have you been a. Less than one

T

teaching? b, 1-3 years
c. 4-6 years
d. 7-9 years
e. 10 or more years (Please specify)
18. In what department are you a. Business Education

currently teaching? b. Social Studies
¢. Economics :
d. Distributive Education

e. Other (Please specify)
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
UMC 35, LOGAN, UTAH 84322

- Ext.
DEPARTMENT OF January 28, 1977 Phone (801) 752-4100 Ext. 7988
BUSINESS EDUCATION

Superintendent
Sehool Distriet
Street Address
City, State Zip Code

Dear

As you are aware, Senate Bill 203 was passed in 1975, and almost amended in 1977,
in an attempt to remedy the lack of economic understanding among high school students.
There is a need to know what effect Senate Bill 203 has had on the schools and what the
economic programs consist of now. Therefore, a project is being undertaken to deter-
mine vhat content is being taught, what teaching methods are effective, what qualifica-
tions instructors should have, and how to implement effective programs. It is proposed
that this survey project encompasses the entire state of Utah.

To complete this survey, it will be necessary to reach each school district at
two levels,

1. The local administrator who handled the initial interpretations and implement-
ations of Senate Bill 203, requiring free enterprise education.

2. All instructors of free enterprise education, regardless of department or
title of class taught. Free enterprise education could be taught in several
classes in each high school in each district.

Each of these educators that is identified will be sent a questionnaire., Administrators
will receive one type of questionnaire and instructors will receive a different question-
naire. All respondents will be kept strictly confidential.

Would you please send to me, in the pre-—addressed stamped envelope, the names of
the relevant administrator and instructors in your district. A form is enclosed for
this information. It would be appreciated if you would send these names to me by
Feb. 4. If you have questions, please feel free to call me at 752-4100, extension
8291 or 752-8967.

Your interest and assistance will be greatly appreciated. Thank you for your
consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

Marsha M. Campbell, Project Coordinator

Boone Colegrove, Utah Council on Economic
Education, Endorsement



157

Please return to: Marsha M. Campbell
Utah State University
Department of Business Education
UMC 35
Logan, UT 84322

Administrator handling interpretations and implementations of Senate
Bi11 203,

Name
Title
Address (School)

Instructors of free enterprise education.

Name
Address (School)

Name
Address

Name
Address

Name
Address

Name
Address

Name
Address

Name
Address

Name
Address
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February 9, 1977

Superintendent
School District
Street Address
City, State Zip Code

Dear :

Your interest in economic education for Utah high school students is
valuable! Senate Bill 203, passed 1975, requires free enterprise education
be a part of all secondary curriculums. As I explained in the letter of January
28, there is a need to know what effect the bill has had on the schools. There-
fore, a study of the entire state of Utah is being made to determine exactly
what content 1s being taught, what teaching methods are effective, what qualifi-
cations instructors should have, and how to implement effective programs,

As Indicated before, it will be necessary to reach all school districts at
two levels to complete the survey.

1. The local administrator who handled the initial interpretations and
implementations of Senate Bill 203, requiring free enterprise education.

2, All instructors of free enterprise education, regardless of department
or title of class taught. Free enterprise education could be taught in
several classes in each high school in each district.

Each of these educators that is identified will be sent a questionnaire. Admin-
istrators will receilve one type of questionnaire and instructors will receive a
different questionnaire. All respondents will be kept in strict confidence.

Would you pleaae send to me, in the pre-addressed, stamped envelope, the
names of the relevant administrator and instructors in you district? A form is
enclosed for this information. It would be appreciated if you would send these
names to me by February 18. If you have questions, please feel free to contact
me at 752-4100, extension 8291, or 752-8967.

If you have recently mailed the form to me, thank you for your assistance.
Your consideration for this projéct is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Marsha M, Campbell
Project Coordinator
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

CQLLEGE OF BUSINESS
UMC 35, LOGAN, UTAH 84322
Phone (801) 752-4100 Ext. 7988

DEPARTMENT OF
BUSINESS EDUCATION

March 4, 1977

Dear Administrator:

Your school district superintendent has consented to parti-
cipate in this study concerning free enterprise education in Utah.
The superintendent has identified you as the administrator who
handled the initial interpretation and implementation of Senate
Bill 203, requiring free enterprise education.

I ask you assistance for this base study on economic educa-
tion by filling out the attached questionnaire. Questionnaire
respondents will remain anonymous by personal identity and school
district. I would appreciate it if you could return this question-
naire in the pre-addressed, stamped envelope by February

The study results should be valuable to all of us to know
what is the current status of free enterprise education in Utah.
If you wish to have a summary of the findings and conclusions,
please write to this address:

Marsha M. Campbell
USU Apt. 8-C
Logan, UT 84321

Thank you for your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,
Marsha M. Campbell P

/

Project Coordinator
(";;-_Bnn%gc\c)?e’grove, ndo t

i "Utah Council on ¢ Education
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

UMC 35, LOGAN, UTAH 84322
DEPARTMENT OF Phone (801) 752-4100 Ext. 7988
BUSINESS EDUCATION

March 4, 1977

Dear Instructor:

Your school district administrators have consented to parti-
cipate in this study concerning free enterprise education in Utah.
The superintendent has identified you as an instructor of free
enterprise principles.

I ask your assistance for this base study on economic educa-
tion by filling out the attached questionnaire. Questionnaire
respondents will remain anonymous by personal identity and school
district. I would appreciate it if you could return this question~-
naire in the pre-addressed, stamped envelope by February

The study results should be valuable to all of us to know
what is8 the current status of free enterprise education iu Utah.
If you wish to have a summary of the findings and conclusions,
please write to this address:

Marsha M, Campbell
USU Apt. 8-C
Logan, UT 84321

Thank you for your consideration of this project.

Sincerely,

Maraha . Corvolelde

Marsha M. Campbell
Project Coordinator

~~-—f~_>:<r€€

Bocone Colegrove, E

Utah Council on Fco
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

UMC 35, LOGAN, UTAH 84322
Phone (801) 762-4100 Ext. 7988

DEPARTMENT OF
BUSINESS EDUCATION

Dear Administrator:

Your interest in free enterprise education in Utah is important!
Your school district superintendent has consented to participate in this
study concerning free enterprise education in Utah. The superintendent
has identified you as that administrator who handled the initial inter-
pretation and implementation of Senate Bill 203, requiring free enter-
prise education.

If you have already mailed the previously sent questionnaire, I
thank you for your help in the study. Administrator response has been
excellent so far, but for a complete study a complete response is needed.
As you know, questionnaire respondents will remain completely anonymous
by personal and school identity. I would appreciate it if you could
return this questionnaire in the pre-addressed, stamped envelope by

The results of this study should be valuable to all concerned with
economic education in Utah. Thank you for your consideration of this
project.

Sincerely,

‘771J14A1414.777.(}p,vzfzhz[J{‘
Marsha M. Campbell

Project Coordinator

Enclosure
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
UMC 35, LOGAN, UTAH 84322
DEPARTMENT OF Phone {801) 762-4100 Ext. 7988
BUSINESS EDUCATION

February 17, 1977

Dear Instructor:

Your interest in free enterprise education in Utah is important!
Your school district administrators have consented to participate in
this study concerning free enterprise education in Utah. The super-
intendent has identified you as an instructor of free enterprise
principles.

If you have already mailed the previocusly sent questionnaire, I
thank you for your help in the study. Instructor response has been
excellent so far, but for a complete study a complete response is
needed. As you know, questionnaire respondents will remain completely
anonymous by personal and school identity, I would appreciate it if
you could return this questionnaire in the pre-addressed, stamped
envelope by February 25.

The results of this study should be valuable to all concerned
with economic education in Utah. Thank you for your consideration
of this project.

Sincerely,
Marsha M. Campbell
Project Coordinator
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If there 18 a particular reason that you can not answer and return the
questionnaire, please indicate below.

Free enterprise eudcation does not pertain to me.

My school district does not allow me to return questionnaires.

Other

Thank you for your consideration.

cekorn Comophe &
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November 10, 1976

Dear Governor,

As you know, all states have shown an interest in the
economic education of its citizens. Some states have taken
different routes to educate their citizens economically than
others.

Utah has recently passed Senate Bill 203, requiring all
secondary schools to give instruction on the free enterprise
system. I am a graduate student at Utah State University. I
am beginning a study on the implications and implementations
of Senate Bill 203. TFor this study, I bélieve it is important
to know what other states have done and are doing about economic
education.

Would you please send me any information on laws or any
action taken concerning economic education in your state? I
would appreciate any information you could send as soon as
possible.

Thank you for your time and prompt attention of this matter.

Sincerely,

Marsha M. Campbell
Utah State University
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Mandate on
Economic

States Education

State Council

No
Information

Alabama
Al aska
Arizona X
Arkansas

California

Colorado

Conneticut

Delaware X
Florida
Georgia
Hawaii
Idaho pending
Illinios X
Indiana

Towa

Kansas

Kentucky

Loiusiana X
Maine

Maryland

Massechesetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi X
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina X
North Dakota

Ohio

Oklahoma X
Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

South Dakota pending
Tennessee pending
Texas X

Ut ah X
Vermont

Virginia

Washington

West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wyoming

pending

pending

pending
pending

X
None

(2)

8 4 B bl b Da b DA Dd B Dd < bl D B Be B B X

=
o

(6)

xkxwxgkxxxxxkxkxkxxkxkxxxxxx
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HOW THE JOINT COUNCIL WORKS

Board of Trustees
representatives of

Economics - Education - Business - Labor -~ Agriculture - Research

Executive Standing

. Committee\ /‘ Committees
EE

JC

CENTERS FOR AFFILIATED COUNCILS COOPERATING
ECONOMIC ON SCHOOLS
EDUCATION ECONOMIC EDUCATION (DEEP)

/ \ o

Colleges Curriculum materials School
& Research System

\\\\\\\\ ///””/ Evaluation «
Future Present

Teachers Teachers

N

Elementary and Secondary
Students

All
College
Students

\UBLIC ECONOMIC

UNDERSTANDING
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