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Figure 34.  EC Index Test of Normality with Cubic Transformation at Wave 4. 

 

Figure 35.  EC Index Test of Normality with Cubic Transformation at Wave 5. 

 
 
Figure 36.  EC Index Test of Normality with Cubic Transformation at Wave 1. 
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Figure 1.  Scatterplots of Portion of Story Grammar Element (PSGE) Index at fall of Kindergarten for all participants, 
males, and females with trend lines. 
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Figure 2.  Scatterplots of Portion of Story Grammar Element (PSGE) Index at spring of Kindergarten for all 
participants, males, and females with trend lines. 
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Figure 3.  Scatterplots of Portion of Story Grammar Element (PSGE) Index at fall of 1st grade for all participants, 
males, and females with trend lines. 
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Figure 4.  Scatterplots of Portion of Story Grammar Element (PSGE) Index at spring of 1st grade for all participants, 
males, and females with trend lines. 
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Figure 5.  Scatterplots of Portion of Story Grammar Element (PSGE) Index at fall of 2nd grade for all participants, 
males, and females with trend lines. 
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Figure 6.  Scatterplots of Portion of Story Grammar Element (PSGE) Index at spring of 2nd grade for all participants, 
males, and females with trend lines. 
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Figure 7.  Boxplots of the Portion of Story Grammar Elements Index for all participants at all time points. 

 
                

 
Figure 8.  Boxplots of the Portion of Story Grammar Elements Index for males and females at all time points. 



	
  

 

220 

 

 
Figure 9.  Boxplots of  the Portion of Story Grammar Elements Index for males at all time points. 

 

 
Figure 10.  Boxplots of the Portion of Story Grammar Elements Index for females at all-time points. 
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Scatterplots and Boxplots of EC Index Performance at each Wave 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Figure 1.  Scatterplots of Episodic Complexity (EC) Index at fall of Kindergarten for all participants, males, and 
females with trend lines. 
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Figure 2.  Scatterplots of Episodic Complexity (EC) Index at spring of Kindergarten for all participants, males, and 
females with trend lines. 
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Figure 3.  Scatterplots of Episodic Complexity (EC) Index at fall of 1st grade for all participants, males, and females 
with trend lines. 
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Figure 4.  Scatterplots of Episodic Complexity (EC) Index at spring of 1st grade for all participants, males, and females 
with trend lines. 
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Figure 5.  Scatterplots of Episodic Complexity (EC) Index at fall of 2nd grade for all participants, males, and females 
with trend lines. 
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Figure 6.  Scatterplots of Episodic Complexity (EC) Index at spring of 2nd grade for all participants, males, and females 
with trend lines. 
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Figure 7.  Boxplots of the Episodic Complexity Index Ratio for all participants at all time points. 

 

 
Figure 8.  Boxplots of the Episodic Complexity Index Ratio for males and females at all time points. 
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Figure 9.  Boxplots of the Episodic Complexity Index Ratio for males at all time points. 

 
 

 
Figure 10.  Boxplots of the Episodic Complexity Index Ratio for females at all time points. 
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Figure 1.  Scatterplot of PSGE Index by English language profile at Wave 1; “1” = one standard deviation below 
average, “2” = within the average range, and “3” = at least one standard deviation above average. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 2.  Scatterplot of PSGE Index by English language profile at Wave 6; “1” = one standard deviation below 
average, “2” = within the average range, and “3” = at least one standard deviation above average. 
 



	
  

 

232 

 

Figure 3.  Scatterplot of PSGE Index by English language profile over the entire study; “1” = one standard deviation 
below average, “2” = within the average range, and “3” = at least one standard deviation above average. 
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Scatterplots of EC Index by English Language Proficiency  
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Scatterplots of EC Index by English Language Proficiency  

 

 
 
Figure 1.  Scatterplot of PSGE Index by English language profile at Wave 1; “1” = one standard deviation below 
average, “2” = within the average range, and “3” = at least one standard deviation above average. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2.  Scatterplot of PSGE Index by English language profile at Wave 6; “1” = one standard deviation below 
average, “2” = within the average range, and “3” = at least one standard deviation above average. 
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Figure 3.  Scatterplot of EC Index by English language profile over the entire study; “1” = one standard deviation 
below average, “2” = within the average range, and “3” = at least one standard deviation above average. 
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Logan,	
  UT	
  
January	
  2011	
   •	
  Provided	
  evaluations	
  and	
  therapy	
  to	
  families	
  with	
  children	
  who	
  had	
  

speech	
  and	
  language	
  disorders	
  in	
  the	
  home	
  setting	
  through	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  
Persons	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  at	
  Utah	
  State	
  University.	
  

	
  
Jan	
  2010-­‐August	
  2011	
   Research	
  Coordinator,	
  Child	
  Language	
  Research	
  Lab	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Logan,	
  UT	
  
•	
  Coordinated	
  scheduling	
  and	
  training	
  of	
  22	
  research	
  assistants	
  to	
  
administer	
  tests,	
  transcribe	
  language	
  samples,	
  and	
  score	
  tests	
  for	
  different	
  
projects	
  under	
  direction	
  of	
  Drs.	
  Sandi	
  and	
  Ron	
  Gillam	
  at	
  Utah	
  State	
  
University.	
  

	
  
Sep	
  2009-­‐May	
  2011	
   Graduate	
  Student	
  Clinical	
  Supervisor,	
  USU	
  Speech	
  &	
  Hearing	
  Clinic	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Logan,	
  UT	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   •	
  Supervised	
  graduate	
  students	
  conducting	
  outpatient	
  evaluations	
  and	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

clinical	
  speech-­‐language	
  pathology	
  services.	
  
•	
  Prepared	
  graduate	
  students	
  in	
  selection	
  of	
  assessments,	
  supervised	
  
evaluations,	
  reviewed	
  written	
  evaluations,	
  and	
  graded	
  graduate	
  student	
  
progress.	
  
	
  	
   	
  

Aug	
  2006-­‐Aug	
  2009	
   Senior	
  Professional	
  Development	
  Coach,	
  Leap	
  Learning	
  Systems	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Chicago,	
  IL	
   • Created and/or delivered language and literacy curricula, Vocabulary 

Improvement Project (VIP), Lending Library (LL), Language through Science 
(LtS), Language for Scholars (LFS), and Leap After School Enrichment 
Program (LASER) to Chicago Public School teachers. 
• Created authentic assessments to measure student progress and whether 
teachers and leaders were implementing specified curriculum. 

	
   •	
  Supervised	
  volunteers,	
  interns,	
  and	
  program	
  assistants.	
  
	
   •	
  Presented	
  at	
  state,	
  national,	
  and	
  international	
  conferences.	
  

• After-School Project Manager.  Supervised testing, professional development, 
and implementation of programming delivered to five site directors, 25 leaders, 
and 560 students in first through eighth grade.  Collaborated with client, By The 
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Hand Club For Kids, to author three tailored curricula to encourage language 
and literacy development while integrating local history, environmental issues, 
and science concepts.  Student work culminated into three projects: Chicago 
Legacy Project, Cool Globes, and 3M Discovery Young Scientist and were 
exhibited at museums and schools across the city. 
• Preschool Project Manager.  Supervised implementation of VIP and LtS 
programs at an early childhood development center that incorporated the Reggio 
Emilia philosophy and served 350 students, most of whom were bilingual.  
Managed testing, professional development, and curricula implementation for 24 
teachers and assistants.  

 
Aug 2001-Aug 2009 Independent SLP Contractor            Chicago, IL and its suburbs 

• Contracted with the state of Illinois as an Early Intervention Speech Therapy 
Provider serving families and their children aged birth to three years old in their 
homes.  
• Provided speech-language services to children aged three to five in Head Start 
programs as a contractor with Pediatric Populations in Highland Park, IL and 
Speech Source in Chicago, IL. 
• Participated in research by administering a new articulation test, Clinical 
Assessment of Articulation and Phonology (CAAP), from Super Duper 
Publications Greensboro, South Carolina. Assisted in updating norms for 
SPELT from Janelle Publications in DeKalb, IL. 

	
  
	
  
Aug	
  2002-­‐Aug	
  2006	
   Contract	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Pathologist,	
  New	
  Trier	
  High	
  School	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

Winnetka,	
  IL	
  	
  
• Employed through Gottfred-Lybolt Speech Associates in Northbrook, IL to a 
3-1 high school campus. 
• Collaborated with World History, English, Biology and Special Education 
high school teachers to implement language-based instruction. 
• Incorporated curriculum-based therapy materials, assessed students, developed 
Individualized Education Plans (IEP) for a caseload of 60 students in grades 
nine through twelve on two high school campuses. 
• Served students with disabilities that included stuttering, language delays, 
autism, severe-profound cognitive delays, agenesis of corpus callosum, and 
articulation. 
• Served as an assistant coach for the girls’ bowling and varsity softball teams. 

 
Aug 2000-Aug 2002 Elementary School Speech Language Pathologist, CPS          Chicago, IL                         

• Served a diverse population of students with communicative disorders in 
several Chicago Public Schools; Sandoval Elementary, Goodlow Elementary, 
Jesse Sherwood and Myra Bradwell; over a two-year period on the south and 
southwest sides of Chicago. 
•Extensive experience working with predominantly Latino or African-American 
student populations.   Also had experience with complex scheduling and service 
issues in multi-track, year-round school.    

 
June	
  1999-­‐Aug	
  2000	
   Part-­‐time	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Pathologist,	
  Rehab	
  Care	
  Therapy	
  Service	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

LaGrange,	
  IL	
  
• Evaluated and treated dysphagia and language disorders for a geriatric 
population at a skilled nursing facility.  
• Worked closely with dietician to recommend safe food consistencies for 
patients. 

 
Aug 1998-Aug 2000 Contract Elementary School Speech-Language Pathologist   Berwyn, IL   
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• Conducted speech-language services for students at Jefferson Elementary in 
both self-contained and mainstream classrooms from preschool through fifth 
grade through a contract with MacNeal Hospital. 
• Developed computerized, district-wide progress reports and goals.   
• Employed part-time as therapist for pediatric outpatients at MacNeal hospital. 

	
  
June	
  -­‐	
  Sept	
  1998	
   Graduate	
  Student	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Pathologist,	
  St.	
  Mary’s	
  Hospital	
  and	
  

Medical	
  Center	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  California	
  
•	
  Served	
  adults	
  in	
  AIDS/dementia	
  care	
  unit,	
  skilled	
  nursing	
  facility,	
  
rehabilitation,	
  and	
  outpatient	
  areas.	
  
•	
  Incorporated	
  Deep	
  Pharyngeal	
  Neuromuscular	
  Stimulation	
  (DPNS),	
  
Neurodevelopmental	
  Treatment	
  (NDT)	
  and	
  myofascial	
  release	
  into	
  therapy.	
  

	
  
March	
  -­‐	
  May	
  1998	
   Graduate	
  Student	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Pathologist,	
  Alameda	
  Unified	
  School	
  

District,	
  Alameda,	
  California	
  
• Provided therapy and evaluation to children in two special education preschool 
classes and a regular education elementary school. 
• Proficient in Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS). 

 
Jan	
  -­‐	
  March	
  1998	
   Graduate	
  Student	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Pathologist,	
  Rehabilitation	
  Institute	
  

of	
  Chicago,	
  	
  Chicago, IL	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
• Worked with adults diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries, right and left 
cerebral vascular accidents, anoxia, dysarthria, and dysphagia  
• Assisted with therapy for spinal cord injuries and evaluation for augmentative 
communication devices  
• Designed information fact sheets for patients and families regarding 
tracheotomy tubes and respiratory system. 

	
  

TEACHING INTERESTS 

My	
   teaching	
   interests	
   include	
   topics	
   in	
   language	
   and	
   literacy	
   development,	
   cultural	
   and	
   linguistically	
  
diverse	
   populations,	
   and	
   language	
   and	
   literacy	
   development	
   and	
   acquisition.	
   	
   In	
   addition	
   to	
   traditional	
  
lectures,	
   I	
   like	
   to	
   incorporate	
   cooperative	
   learning	
   experiences	
   whenever	
   possible	
   to	
   foster	
   the	
  
development	
   of	
   skills	
   to	
   prepare	
   students	
   to	
   engage	
   in	
   working	
   on	
  multi-­‐disciplinary	
   teams.	
   I	
   also	
   am	
  
interested	
  in	
  enhancing	
  the	
  experiences	
  of	
  students	
  taking	
  online	
  courses.	
  

	
  

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Spring	
  2013	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Instructor,	
  undergraduate	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   TEAL	
  5560:	
  	
  RTI:	
  	
  Tier	
  2	
  Instruction	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  D.	
  Ray	
  Reutzel,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Spring	
  2013	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant,	
  undergraduate	
  online	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  5100	
  Language	
  Science	
  using	
  Canvas	
  platform	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sonia	
  Manuel-­‐Dupont,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Fall	
  2012	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Instructor,	
  undergraduate	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   TEAL	
  5560	
  RTI:	
  	
  Tier	
  2	
  Instruction	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  D.	
  Ray	
  Reutzel,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Fall	
  2012	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant,	
  undergraduate	
  online	
  course	
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   COMD	
  5100	
  Language	
  Science	
  using	
  Canvas	
  platform	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sonia	
  Manuel-­‐Dupont,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Summer	
  2012	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant,	
  undergraduate	
  online	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  5100	
  Language	
  Science	
  using	
  Canvas	
  platform	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sonia	
  Manuel-­‐Dupont,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Spring	
  2012	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant,	
  undergraduate	
  online	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  5100	
  Language	
  Science	
  using	
  Canvas	
  platform	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sonia	
  Manuel-­‐Dupont,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Fall	
  2011	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Instructor,	
  undergraduate	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  2600	
  optional	
  course	
  Systematic	
  Analysis	
  of	
  Language	
  Transcription	
  
(SALT)	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sandi	
  Gillam,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Fall	
  2011	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Co-­‐Instructor,	
  undergraduate	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  2600	
  Introduction	
  to	
  Communicative	
  Disorders	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sandi	
  Gillam,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Fall	
  2011	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant,	
  undergraduate	
  online	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  5100	
  Language	
  Science	
  using	
  Canvas	
  platform	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sonia	
  Manuel-­‐Dupont,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Summer	
  2011	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant,	
  undergraduate	
  online	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  5100	
  Language	
  Science	
  using	
  Blackboard	
  platform	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sonia	
  Manuel-­‐Dupont,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Fall	
  2010	
   	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Guest	
  Lecturer,	
  undergraduate	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  2600	
  Introduction	
  to	
  Communicative	
  Disorders	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Sandi	
  Gillam,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
  
Summer	
  2010	
   Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Teaching	
  Assistant	
  and	
  Guest	
  Lecturer,	
  graduate	
  

level	
  course	
  
	
   	
   	
   COMD	
  6020	
  Diagnosis	
  and	
  Intervention	
  with	
  School-­‐Age	
  Children	
  
	
   	
   	
   Advisor:	
  	
  Ron	
  Gillam,	
  Ph.D.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  

RESEARCH INTERESTS & EXPERIENCE 
My	
  primary	
  research	
  interests	
  include	
  child	
  language	
  and	
  literacy	
  development	
  and	
  disorders,	
  parent	
  
and	
   teacher	
   training	
   of	
   language	
   skills,	
   distance	
   teaching,	
   speech-­‐language	
   intervention	
   in	
  
international	
  communities,	
  and	
  evidence-­‐based	
  practices.	
  	
  Of	
  particular	
  interest	
  are	
  children	
  from	
  at-­‐
risk	
  and	
  culturally	
  and	
  linguistically	
  diverse	
  populations.	
  
	
  
Co-­‐PI	
  with	
  Sandi	
  Gillam,	
  PI,	
  A	
  longitudinal	
  study	
  of	
  English	
  narrative	
  development	
  in	
  young	
  Spanish-­‐
English	
  bilinguals	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  May	
  2012	
  -­‐	
  Present	
  

• The	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  dissertation	
  is	
  to	
  examine	
  the	
  longitudinal	
  macrostructure	
  narrative	
  
growth	
  patterns	
  (initiating	
  event,	
  action,	
  obstacle,	
  consequence)	
  of	
  English	
  fictional	
  
narratives	
  retold	
  by	
  two	
  hundred	
  four	
  Spanish-­‐English	
  Bilingual	
  (SEB)	
  children	
  who	
  
matriculated	
  from	
  kindergarten	
  through	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  second	
  grade.	
  	
  Children’s	
  narrative	
  re-­‐
tells	
  were	
  measured	
  at	
  six	
  different	
  time	
  points	
  biannually	
  (in	
  October	
  and	
  May	
  of	
  each	
  
school	
  year).  	
  

• Data	
  is	
  a	
  subset	
  of	
  a	
  larger	
  national	
  study	
  titled	
  Biological	
  and	
  Behavioral	
  Variation	
  in	
  the	
  
Language	
  Development	
  of	
  Spanish-­‐Speaking	
  Children	
  (BVLDSC),	
  which	
  was	
  awarded	
  by	
  the	
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U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Education’s	
  Development	
  of	
  English	
  Literacy	
  in	
  Spanish-­‐Speaking	
  
Children	
  Research	
  Program	
  and	
  the	
  Institute	
  of	
  Education	
  Sciences	
  in	
  2002.	
  	
  

	
  
Co-­‐Author	
  with	
  Nicole	
  Pyle,	
  PI,	
  Expository	
  text	
  structure	
  interventions	
  and	
  effects	
  on	
  comprehension:	
  
A	
  research	
  synthesis.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  January	
  2012	
  -­‐	
  Present	
  

• Collaborated	
  to	
  decide	
  key	
  search	
  terms,	
  conducted	
  searches	
  with	
  search	
  terms,	
  reviewed	
  
abstracts,	
  determined	
  if	
  articles	
  were	
  aligned	
  with	
  research	
  questions,	
  coded	
  articles,	
  
conducted	
  ancestral	
  search,	
  wrote	
  sections	
  of	
  manuscript.	
  

• Assisted	
  PI	
  in	
  making	
  key	
  decisions	
  regarding	
  inclusion	
  and	
  exclusion	
  of	
  articles	
  and	
  took	
  on	
  
the	
  second	
  largest	
  search	
  and	
  duties.	
  

• Worked	
  with	
  statistician	
  to	
  prepare	
  information	
  for	
  meta-­‐analysis	
  section.	
  
	
  
Researcher	
  for	
  Test-­‐Retest	
  Reliability	
  of	
  fNIRS	
  to	
  Tissue	
  Oxygenation	
  Levels	
  in	
  Response	
  to	
  
Linguistic	
  Stimulation	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   April	
  2011	
  -­‐	
  Present	
  

• Assisted	
  in	
  developing	
  research	
  questions,	
  designed	
  and	
  developed	
  task	
  stimuli,	
  and	
  ran	
  
participants	
  in	
  reliability	
  testing	
  of	
  NIRS	
  looking	
  at	
  brain	
  activity	
  by	
  changes	
  in	
  oxygenated	
  
and	
  deoxygenated	
  hemoglobin	
  levels	
  in	
  the	
  brain.	
  	
  Future	
  plans	
  include	
  assisting	
  in	
  analysis	
  
of	
  data	
  and	
  assist	
  in	
  writing	
  the	
  manuscript.	
  

• Level	
  3	
  NIRS	
  User-­‐	
  scanned	
  a	
  minimum	
  of	
  20	
  participants.	
  
	
  
Co-­‐PI	
  with	
  Kristina	
  Blaiser,	
  PI,	
  Feasibility	
  Study	
  of	
  Narrative	
  Language	
  Analysis	
  for	
  Preschoolers	
  with	
  
Hearing	
  Loss	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   January	
  2011	
  -­‐	
  Present	
  

• Designed	
  a	
  pilot	
  study	
  to	
  determine	
  ways	
  to	
  assess	
  language	
  skills	
  and	
  progress	
  monitoring	
  
tools	
  for	
  preschool	
  children	
  with	
  hearing	
  loss.	
  	
  

• Designed	
  project	
  and	
  research	
  questions,	
  coordinated	
  testing	
  of	
  participants,	
  collected	
  data,	
  
analyzed	
  statistical	
  data,	
  and	
  prepared	
  poster	
  and	
  lecture	
  presentations.	
  	
  	
  

• Line	
  of	
  inquiry	
  further	
  developed	
  into	
  the	
  following	
  titled	
  studies:	
  	
  Understanding	
  Linguistic	
  
Complexity	
  of	
  Sentence	
  Recognition	
  Tasks:	
  	
  Implications	
  for	
  Preschool	
  Populations,	
  Using	
  
Narrative	
  for	
  Preschool	
  Children	
  with	
  Hearing	
  Loss,	
  and	
  Expressive	
  language	
  of	
  preschoolers	
  
with	
  hearing	
  loss:	
  	
  The	
  use	
  of	
  narratives	
  to	
  elicit	
  language	
  productivity	
  and	
  complexity	
  

	
  
Research	
  Assistant,	
  Comparison	
  of	
  Bilingual	
  Education	
  Programs,	
  Lillian	
  Duran	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Summer	
  2010	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

• Study examined the impact of differing levels of bilingual education in preschool and elementary 
school. 

• Administered Preschool Language Scale-4 in English to bilingual kindergarteners. 
	
  
Co-­‐Investigator,	
  Training	
  the	
  Use	
  of	
  Scholarly	
  Language	
  with	
  At-­‐Risk	
  Adolescents	
  	
  
Spring	
  2010	
  -­‐	
  Present	
  

• Coordinated	
  training,	
  testing,	
  intervention,	
  and	
  data	
  collection	
  for	
  79	
  participants.	
  
• Analyzed	
  and	
  interpreted	
  data.	
  

	
  
Language	
  Research	
  Coordinator,	
  IES	
  Narrative	
  Development	
  Grant,	
  Sandi	
  Gillam	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Summer	
  2009	
  -­‐	
  Present	
  

• Developing	
  a	
  narrative	
  language	
  intervention	
  program	
  for	
  improving	
  spoken	
  language	
  
proficiency.	
  

• Coordinate	
  training,	
  testing,	
  and	
  scoring	
  of	
  language	
  testing	
  for	
  multi-­‐phase	
  intervention	
  
program.	
  

	
  
Language	
  Research	
  Coordinator,	
  Value	
  Added	
  Project,	
  Sandi	
  Gillam	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Spring	
  2010	
  

• Trained and supervised 20 undergraduate students of Communicative Disorders to administer, 
score, and analyze the bilingual testing of the TNL, research-created vocabulary assessment, and 
research-created writing evaluation of 40 first-grade children. 

• Created codebook and spreadsheet for data entry. 
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• Assisted undergraduates in analyzing and summarizing results to prepare papers for state and 
national conferences.  

 
Research	
  Assistant,	
  Diagnostic	
  Markers,	
  Ron	
  Gillam	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Fall	
  2009	
  

• Longitudinal study of elementary school-aged bilingual children to determine if English or 
Spanish language assessments mark for speech-language impairment. 

• Transcribed English language samples of bilingual English narratives elicited by re-telling frog 
stories using Systematic Analysis of Language Transcripts (SALT) software. 

	
  
Research	
  Assistant,	
  Video	
  Paired-­‐Stimulus	
  Preference	
  Assessment,	
  doctoral	
  student	
  Katie	
  Snyder	
  
and	
  faculty	
  Tom	
  Higbee	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   Fall	
  2009	
  

• Feasibility study examining whether children with Autism make preference assessments of 
concrete and abstract objects/concepts using video samples to make preference selection. 

• Conducted sessions and took IOA data for doctoral student research project. 
 

PUBLICATIONS  
	
  

Pyle,	
  N.,	
  Gillam,	
  S.,	
  Olszewski,	
  A.,	
  Hartzheim,	
  D.,	
  Segura,	
  H.,	
  Wheeler,	
  A.,	
  &	
  Laing,	
  W.	
  (in	
  
preparation).	
  Expository	
  text	
  structure	
  interventions	
  and	
  effects	
  on	
  comprehension:	
  A	
  research	
  
synthesis.	
  Targeted	
  journal:	
  	
  Reading	
  Research	
  Quarterly	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  &	
  Gillam,	
  S.	
  	
  (in	
  preparation).	
  	
  The	
  transfer	
  effects	
  of	
  oral	
  narration	
  on	
  writing	
  
measures	
  for	
  monolingual	
  English	
  and	
  Spanish-­‐English	
  Bilingual	
  children.	
  	
  Targeted	
  journal:	
  	
  English	
  
Linguistics	
  Research	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.,	
  &	
  Gillam,	
  R.,	
  (in	
  preparation).	
  	
  A	
  systematic	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  television	
  on	
  dual	
  
language	
  learners’	
  language	
  and	
  literacy	
  skills.	
  	
  Targeted	
  journal:	
  	
  English	
  Language	
  Teaching	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  &	
  Gillam,	
  S.	
  	
  (in	
  preparation).	
  	
  Verbal	
  and	
  non-­‐verbal	
  presentation	
  skills:	
  Supporting	
  
the	
  CCSS	
  for	
  at-­‐risk	
  adolescents.	
  	
  Targeted	
  journal:	
  	
  Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools 
 
	
  	
  
Gillam,	
  S.,	
  &	
  Fargo,	
  J.,	
  Foley,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (2010).	
  A	
  nonverbal	
  phoneme	
  deletion	
  task	
  
administered	
  in	
  a	
  dynamic	
  assessment	
  format.	
  Journal	
  of	
  Communication	
  Disorders.	
  (5-­‐year	
  impact	
  
factor,	
  2.28;	
  Ranking	
  7/51).	
  	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Applebaum,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (2009).	
  Language	
  Through	
  Science	
  Pre-­‐K	
  Curriculum.	
  	
  
Chicago,	
  IL:	
  	
  Leap	
  Learning	
  Systems.	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Olszewski,	
  A,	
  &	
  Preschern,	
  J.,	
  (2007	
  &	
  2008).	
  Leap	
  Learning	
  System’s	
  After-­‐School	
  
Enrichment	
  Program	
  (LASER).	
  	
  Leap	
  Learning	
  Systems.	
  	
  Chicago,	
  IL:	
  	
  Leap	
  Learning	
  Systems.	
  
	
  
Contributor,	
  The	
  Clinical	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Articulation	
  and	
  Phonology	
  (CAAP),	
  norm-­‐referenced	
  
instrument	
  that	
  assesses	
  the	
  articulation	
  and	
  phonology	
  of	
  preschool	
  and	
  school	
  age	
  children.	
  	
  
Participated	
  in	
  administering	
  tests	
  for	
  norms.	
  
	
  

PRESENTATIONS 
	
  

International	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.,	
  Frank,	
  E.	
  &	
  Staley,	
  B.	
  	
  (Jan	
  2012).	
  	
  A	
  Free	
  Globally-­‐Available	
  Training	
  in	
  Speech	
  
Language	
  Pathology,	
  4th	
  East	
  African	
  Speech	
  Therapy	
  Conference,	
  Kampala,	
  Uganda.	
  (Poster	
  session)	
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Gottfred,	
  K.	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Sep	
  2008).	
  	
  How	
  Poverty	
  Affects	
  Childhood	
  Development	
  (with	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  
language),	
  2nd	
  East	
  African	
  Speech	
  Therapy	
  Conference,	
  Nairobi,	
  Kenya.	
  (1hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Sep	
  2008).	
  	
  Connecting	
  Cultures	
  through	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Therapy	
  Practices,	
  2nd	
  East	
  
African	
  Speech	
  Therapy	
  Conference,	
  Nairobi,	
  Kenya.	
  (1hour	
  seminar)	
  

	
  
	
  

National	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  &	
  Gillam,	
  S.	
  (Nov	
  2012).	
  Transfer	
  Effects	
  of	
  Oral	
  Narrative	
  Training	
  on	
  Written	
  
Language.	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Atlanta,	
  Georgia.	
  (Half	
  an	
  
hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  &	
  Gillam,	
  S.	
  (Nov	
  2011).	
  Teaching	
  Presentation	
  Skills	
  that	
  Align	
  with	
  Core	
  State	
  
Standards	
  to	
  At-­‐Risk	
  Adolescents.	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  San	
  
Diego,	
  California.	
  (Poster	
  session)	
  
	
  
Blaiser,	
  K.	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (Nov	
  2011).	
  	
  Using	
  Narrative	
  for	
  Preschool	
  Children	
  with	
  Hearing	
  Loss.	
  
American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  San	
  Diego,	
  California.	
  (1	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Blaiser,	
  K.,	
  Olszewski,	
  A.,	
  &	
  Preston,	
  E.	
  (Nov	
  2011).	
  	
  Understanding	
  Linguistic	
  Complexity	
  of	
  
Sentence	
  Recognition	
  Tasks:	
  	
  Implications	
  for	
  Preschool	
  Populations.	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  
Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  San	
  Diego,	
  California.	
  (Poster	
  session)	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  &	
  Blaiser,	
  K.	
  (Feb	
  2011).	
  	
  Feasibility	
  Study	
  of	
  Narrative	
  Language	
  Analysis	
  for	
  
Preschoolers	
  with	
  Hearing	
  Loss.	
  	
  National	
  Early	
  Hearing,	
  Diagnosis,	
  and	
  Intervention	
  Conference,	
  
Atlanta,	
  GA.	
  (Poster	
  session)	
  
	
  
Gillam	
  S,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Nov	
  2010).	
  	
  Classroom-­‐Based	
  Narrative	
  Intervention	
  for	
  Diverse	
  Learners,	
  
Session	
  number	
  1074,	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Philadelphia,	
  PA.	
  
(1	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Gillam	
  S,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Nov	
  2010).	
  	
  Tracking	
  Narrative	
  and	
  Literate-­‐Language	
  Progress	
  (TNL-­‐Pr):	
  	
  
A	
  Progress-­‐Monitoring	
  Tool,	
  Session	
  number	
  1601,	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  
Convention,	
  Philadelphia,	
  PA.	
  (1	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Staley,	
  B.,	
  Crowley,	
  C.,	
  Bleile,	
  K.,	
  Smith,	
  A.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (Nov	
  2010).	
  	
  International	
  Clinical	
  
Experiences	
  for	
  SLP	
  Students:	
  Making	
  it	
  Work,	
  Session	
  number	
  2061,	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  
Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Philadelphia,	
  PA.	
  (2	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.	
  	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Nov	
  2008).	
  	
  Collaboration	
  Opportunities	
  for	
  SLP/Teacher	
  Partnerships	
  in	
  
Bilingual	
  Settings,	
  Session	
  number	
  1170,	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  
Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (1	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.	
  	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Nov	
  2008).	
  	
  Preschool	
  Science	
  &	
  Measurement:	
  	
  An	
  Exciting	
  Format	
  for	
  SLP	
  
&	
  Preschool/Kindergarten	
  Teacher	
  Collaboration,	
  Session	
  number	
  2292,	
  American	
  Speech-­‐Language	
  
Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (2	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Applebaum,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Nov	
  2007).	
  	
  Language	
  Through	
  Science:	
  	
  Encouraging	
  
Exploration	
  in	
  the	
  Preschool	
  Classroom,	
  National	
  Association	
  for	
  the	
  Education	
  of	
  Young	
  Children,	
  
(NAEYC),	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (3	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  &	
  Preschern,	
  J.	
  	
  (Oct	
  2007).	
  	
  Creating	
  a	
  Story	
  Project	
  Curriculum	
  &	
  Enthusiasm	
  for	
  
Writing	
  in	
  After-­‐School	
  Programming,	
  The	
  National	
  Black	
  Child	
  Development	
  Institute	
  (NBCDI),	
  
Chicago,	
  IL	
  (1.5	
  hour	
  seminar)	
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Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Staley,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Nov	
  2006).	
  Keeping	
  the	
  Dust	
  off	
  Your	
  Lending	
  Library,	
  American	
  
Speech-­‐Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Miami,	
  FL	
  (poster	
  session)	
  
	
  

	
  
Regional	
  

Pyle, N., Gillam, S., Olszewski, A., Hartzheim, D., Segura, H., Wheeler, A., & Laing, W. (2013). Text 
structure interventions with expository text and effects on comprehension: A research synthesis.  Pacific 
Coast Research Conference, San Diego, CA (Poster). 
	
  
Pyle,	
  N.,	
  Gillam,	
  S.,	
  Olszewski,	
  A.,	
  Segura,	
  H.,	
  Hartzheim,	
  D.	
  Laing,	
  W.,	
  &	
  Wheeler,	
  A.	
  (2012).	
  Teaching	
  
text	
  structure	
  to	
  students	
  with	
  learning	
  difficulties:	
  A	
  review	
  of	
  the	
  research	
  and	
  implications	
  for	
  
practice.	
  	
  Utah	
  State	
  Effective	
  Practices	
  Annual	
  Conference,	
  Logan,	
  Utah	
  (Seminar).	
  
	
  
Squires,	
  K	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (October	
  2011).	
  	
  How	
  SLPs	
  Can	
  Help	
  Teachers	
  Address	
  Mediating	
  Factors	
  
Underlying	
  Phonological	
  Awareness	
  Skills.	
  	
  Intermountain	
  Area	
  Speech	
  Language	
  and	
  Hearing	
  
Conference,	
  Salt	
  Lake	
  City,	
  UT	
  (1	
  ½	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (2011).	
  	
  Feasibility	
  Study	
  of	
  Using	
  Narrative	
  Analysis	
  System	
  for	
  Preschool	
  Children	
  with	
  
Hearing	
  Loss,	
  Intermountain	
  Graduate	
  Research	
  Symposium	
  at	
  Utah	
  State	
  University,	
  Logan,	
  UT.	
  
(Seminar)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.	
  	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (Feb	
  2009).	
  	
  Building	
  Communication	
  Skills	
  in	
  a	
  Classroom	
  Setting,	
  Illinois	
  
Speech	
  Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (1	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.	
  	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (Jan	
  2009).	
  	
  Developing	
  a	
  Repertoire	
  of	
  Language	
  Focused	
  Science	
  Based	
  
Activities,	
  Opening	
  Minds	
  Conference,	
  Chicago	
  Metro	
  AEYC,	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (1.5	
  hours	
  seminar,	
  repeated)	
  
	
   	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Applebaum,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Feb	
  2008).	
  	
  Preschool	
  Science	
  and	
  Measurement:	
  	
  
Partnering	
  Skills	
  of	
  SLPs	
  and	
  Teachers,	
  Illinois	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  
Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (1	
  hour	
  seminar)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Applebaum,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Feb	
  2008).	
  	
  Classbooks	
  &	
  Documentation	
  for	
  SLPs	
  and	
  
Preschool	
  Teachers,	
  Illinois	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (poster	
  
session)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Olszewski,	
  A.,	
  &	
  Wells,	
  L.	
  (Jan	
  2008).	
  	
  Creative	
  and	
  Useful	
  Data	
  Gathering	
  Techniques	
  for	
  
Language	
  in	
  the	
  Classroom.	
  	
  Opening	
  Minds	
  Conference,	
  Chicago	
  Metro	
  Association	
  for	
  the	
  Education	
  
of	
  Young	
  Children	
  	
  (AEYC),	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (1.5	
  hours,	
  repeated)	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.,	
  Applebaum,	
  B.,	
  Staley,	
  B.,	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  (Feb	
  2007).	
  	
  Developing	
  Successful	
  In-­‐service	
  and	
  
Professional	
  Development	
  Programs,	
  Illinois	
  Speech	
  Language	
  Hearing	
  Association	
  Convention,	
  
Chicago,	
  IL	
  (1	
  hour)	
  
	
  

Local	
  
	
  
Lybolt,	
  J.	
  	
  &	
  Olszewski,	
  A.	
  	
  (April	
  2008).	
  	
  Excellent	
  Science	
  Opportunities	
  Abound	
  in	
  Your	
  Classroom,	
  
Rush	
  University	
  Medical	
  Center,	
  Chicago,	
  IL.	
  (3	
  hours)	
  
	
  

AWARDS AND HONORS 
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC)- Division of Research Doctoral Student Scholar, 4th Cohort, 
2011-2012 

• Awarded	
  to	
  10	
  doctoral	
  students	
  nationwide	
  who	
  demonstrate	
  innovative	
  research	
  that	
  will	
  
contribute	
  to	
  the	
  filed	
  of	
  special	
  education.	
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Chair of Student Committee for Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) 2012 National 
Conference, St. Louis, MO, March 5-6, 2012 

• Lead a committee of graduate students from Utah State University, Vanderbilt University, and 
University of North Carolina. 

• Initiated	
  new	
  student	
  activities	
  including	
  Facebook	
  Group,	
  Office	
  Hours,	
  Student	
  Research	
  
Poster	
  Awards,	
  University	
  Posters	
  for	
  LEND	
  programs.	
  

 
Koch Scholar Recipient, Utah State University, January – May 2012 

• A	
  unique	
  scholarship	
  program	
  that	
  gives	
  USU	
  students	
  from	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  academic	
  disciplines	
  
the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  read	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  books	
  (including	
  economics,	
  political	
  science,	
  science,	
  
philosophy	
  and	
  history)	
  then	
  meet	
  on	
  a	
  weekly	
  basis	
  to	
  engage	
  in	
  a	
  discussion	
  about	
  the	
  
principles	
  and	
  concepts	
  that	
  are	
  presented	
  in	
  the	
  books.	
  
	
  

Golden Key Recipient, Utah State University, December 2011 – Present 
• Awarded	
  to	
  top-­‐performing	
  graduate	
  students	
  for	
  academic	
  excellence.	
  

 
Doctoral Student Representative, Disabilities Discipline Doctoral Committee, September 2011- April 
2012 

• Nominated	
  and	
  voted	
  by	
  peers	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  monthly	
  meetings	
  to	
  represent	
  doctoral	
  
student	
  comments,	
  concerns,	
  and	
  suggestions.	
  

 
Graduate Research Assistant of the Year, Communicative Disorders and Deaf Education Department, 
April, 2011 
 
Outstanding Graduate Student Speech-Language Pathology Researcher, Communicative Disorders 
and Deaf Education Department, April, 2011 
 
Second Place Lecture Award in the Education and Rehabilitation Division, March, 2011 

• Feasibility	
  Study	
  of	
  Using	
  Narrative	
  Analysis	
  System	
  for	
  Preschool	
  Children	
  with	
  Hearing	
  Loss.	
  
 
Student Committee for Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) 2011 National Conference 

• Selected to help plan and conduct student-oriented experiences at the National EHDI 2011 
Conference. 

• Work	
  with	
  students	
  from	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Carolina	
  and	
  Vanderbilt	
  universities.	
  
 
Scholarship recipient for the Language and Literacy Multidisciplinary Sub-Specialization,  
August 2010 – May 2011 

• The primary goal of this sub-specialization is to prepare new PhDs in special education and 
speech-language pathology who have strong knowledge and experience in evidence-based 
language and literacy research, and personnel preparation.   

• This track is supported by grant from the US Department of Education, which will provide 
financial support for doctoral students.    

 
Leadership Trainee (2010-2011) for Facilitating Leaders in Speech-Language Pathology (FLSPA)  
August 2010 – May 2011 

• Only	
  three	
  departments	
  across	
  the	
  United	
  States	
  received	
  funding	
  for	
  this	
  important	
  
leadership	
  training	
  program:	
  USU,	
  Vanderbilt	
  University,	
  and	
  the	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  
Carolina	
  at	
  Chapel	
  Hill.	
  

• The	
  primary	
  aim	
  is	
  to	
  train	
  a	
  new	
  set	
  of	
  interdisciplinary,	
  multi-­‐method	
  leaders	
  with	
  the	
  
knowledge	
  necessary	
  to	
  shape	
  evidence-­‐based	
  clinical	
  service	
  delivery	
  systems,	
  public	
  
policy,	
  clinical	
  research,	
  and	
  continuing	
  education	
  in	
  services	
  to	
  children	
  with	
  
communication	
  disorders.	
  

• Over 300 hours of experiences and expertise gained in clinical, didactic and research and 
leadership experiences in the provision of community based, family centered, interdisciplinary 



	
  

 

246 

care of infants, children and youth with speech-language (or audiological) disorders and 
disabilities including those with co-morbid diagnoses.   

• Training in legislative issues and processes, evidenced based practice, education and 
re/habilitation supports. 
	
  

Award for Continued Education (ACE), American Speech Language Hearing Association, December 
2009 and December 2003 

• Earned required seven ASHA Continuing Education Units (CEUs) or 70 clock hours in less than 
three years. 

	
  
Graduate	
  Assistant,	
  Northern	
  Illinois	
  University,	
  August	
  to	
  December	
  1996	
  

• Selected	
  as	
  a	
  clinician	
  for	
  a	
  family-­‐based	
  treatment	
  program	
  led	
  by	
  Dr.	
  James	
  Andrews	
  
serving	
  families	
  with	
  children	
  identified	
  as	
  benefiting	
  from	
  early	
  intervention	
  services.	
  	
  	
  
Served	
  families	
  with	
  children	
  who	
  were	
  on	
  the	
  autism	
  spectrum.	
  

 
	
  

GRANTS 
 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) Division 1 Language, Learning, and 
Education Starfish Mini-Grant Recipient, March, 2010 

• Received award for project titled “Teaching Mainstream Communication Skills to At-Risk 
Adolescents” in the amount of $3,500. 

 
Research Coordinator, (with Sandi Gillam, PI). Institute of Education Sciences, Reading, Writing, 

and Language, August, 2009- Present 
• Developing a narrative language intervention program for improving spoken language proficiency. 
• July, 2009- July, 2013- $1,450,000 

 
American Education Research Association (AERA) Dissertation Grant, September 2012, Unfunded 
($20,000) 
 
American Speech Language Hearing Foundation’s (ASHF) New Century Scholars Doctoral 
Scholarship, October 2012, Unfunded ($10,000) 
	
  

 

EDITORIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Jul 2010 - Present Guest Reviewer, Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics  

"Characterizing developmental language impairment in Serbian-speaking 
children: a preliminary investigation." July 2010 
 

Jan 2010 - Present Guest Reviewer, American Journal of Speech-Language Pathology 
Language, Speech, and Hearing Services in Schools 
 
Areas of expertise and key words:  child language, multicultural, evidence-
based, narrative, and comprehension 
 
"Narrative Abilities of Children with and without Localization-Related	
  
Epilepsy"	
  January	
  2010	
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 
November 2012- Committee Member, ASHA 2013 Issues in Culturally and Linguistically  
November 2013  Diverse Populations 
 • Suggested and invited speakers to present at national convention. 
 • Review and recommend conference proposals for convention in Chicago, 

Illinois.  
• Topic Chair:  Rob Fox 

 
November 2011- Committee Member, ASHA 2012 Language Science Committee 
November 2012 • Collaborated with committee members to select invited speakers to present at 

national convention in Atlanta, Georgia. 
• Reviewed conference proposals and recommended presentations to Topic 
Chair. 

   • Topic Chair:  Sandi Gillam 
 
August 2010- Present Speech-Language Pathology Credential Director, Health Services Online, 

www.hso.info and www.NextGenU.org 
• Addressing the need for higher education for health professionals in training 
from low-resource countries by creating a speech-language pathology program 
using comprehensive, easily-found, high quality, free, current courses, 
references, and other learning resources. 
•Attended Consortium of Universities for Global Health (CUGH) September 
2010 in Seattle, Washington. 
 

July 2010  Service Learning Project, Orphanages in Nicaragua, via University of  
Northern Iowa, Managua, Nicaragua 
• Conducted language development assessments, hearing screenings, and 
language trainings to Spanish-speaking staff at orphanages under supervision of 
Dr. Ken Bleile. 

 •Supervised undergraduate students in Communicative Disorders conducting  
 language assessments, hearing screenings, and language trainings. 
 
May 2010 Service Learning Project, Orphanages in Ecuador, via Utah State 

University’s COMDDE Assistive Technology Class, Cuenca and Quito, 
Ecuador 
• Trained English-speaking volunteers from Orphanages Support Services 
Organization (OSSO) volunteers on language development and language 
facilitation techniques. 
• Trained Spanish-speaking OSSO staff on language facilitation techniques and 
feeding and swallowing issues. 
• Provided and supervised four undergraduate students in Communicative 
Disorders delivering speech-language services. 

 
Sept 2007 – Present Founding Board Member for Yellow House Children’s Clinic, Mombasa, 

Kenya 
• Yellow House is a community based multi-disciplinary child development 
service organization that provides education, therapeutic services and outreach 
to children with disabilities, and their careers, with the fundamental belief that 
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communication is a basic human right that should be accessible and achievable 
by all. 
• Make collaborative decisions for current projects, fundraising, and recruiting 
volunteers. 

 
February 2002-2005 Secretary of ISHA Multicultural Committee  

• Worked with several speech-language pathology professionals from different 
settings to address issues of multiculturalism in the field. 
• Designed a track for state convention and invited guest speakers to present at 
convention. 

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
	
  

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)                   member since 1999  
• ASHA SIG 14, Communicative Disorders and Sciences in Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 

Populations                   
member since 2011 

• ASHA SIG 17, Global Issues in Communication Sciences and Related Disorders           member 
since 2011 

Illinois Speech-Language Association (ISHA)                                                        member 1999-2009 
 
 

CERTIFICATION AND LICENSURE 
 

• American Speech-Language-Hearing Association  (ASHA):  Certificate of Clinical 
Competence, Speech-Language Pathology 

• Illinois Teaching Certificate:  Type 03/09, Speech-Language Impaired 
• Illinois Department of Professional Regulations:  Speech-Language Pathology 
• Utah Department of Professional Regulations:  Speech-Language Pathology  
• Illinois Early Intervention Credentialed:  Speech-Language Therapist for birth to three year 

olds 
 
 


