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ABSTRACT 

Grandfather : An Intergenerational View 

by 

Norma P. Johnston, Master of Science 

Utah State University, 1980 

Major Professor : Dr. Glen 0. Jenson 
Department: Family and Human Development 

vii 

The purpose of this study was to examine the role of 

grandfather in the lives of his adolescent grandchildren . 

A survey design was used to (1) obtain demographic data , 

(2) determine how the two generations perceive each other , 

(J) identify the tYPes and frequencies of interaction be -

tween grandfathers and their adolescent grandchildren, and 

(4) compare the conceptions of an ideal grandfather by the 

two classes of subjects. Data were gathered from 47 adoles

cents and their 61 grandfathers. Most of the subjects were 

fr om the dominant religion in the Wasatch front area. 

The results confirm a viable adolescent grandchild/ 

grandfather relationship . Residential distance affects this 

relationship , but a majority of grandchildren enjoy both 

geographical and emotional closeness to a grandfather. 

The generations exhibit generally positive percept ions 

of each other and demonstrate mutual enjoyment of the 

relationship . Adolescent grandchildren find grandfather 
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enjoyable to be with and grandfather is pleased with the 

moral development of his adolescent grandchildren. Some 

personal habits or behaviors of each generation are dis

tastful to the other . 

The generations exchange gifts at least once a year and 

visit either in person or by telephone on a regular basis . 

They seldom argue or get angry with one another, but neither 

do they join regularly in games, sports, or trips. Both 

generations express a need for increased contact and gener

ally agree on the type of relationship desired. 

Insufficient evidence was found to conclude that the 

perception of the grandfather role by adolescent aged indiv

iduals varies by age or by sex. some trends were found, 

however, indicating a need for further research particularly 

in the area of differences by sex of the grandchild. A 

difference by age in grandfather ' s perception of adolescents 

or his perception of the grandfather role was also not 

supported . (81 pages) 



INTRODUCTION 

Children 's children are the crown of old men; and the 
glory of children are their fathers. (Proverbs 17:6) 

The latter half of the family life cycle has been ex-

panded as a result of the long-term rise in average life 

expectancy. This longer life, in addition to other changes 

in the family over the past few decades--such as the earlier 

age at marriage, a shorter child-rearing period , and f ewer 

children- -has produced many more middle-aged and older grand

parents than at any other age in history (Nye and Berardo, 

l97J). Because of a de cline in the average age at whi ch the 

last child is born, the trend toward middle-aged grandparents 

will probably remain the same even in the face of a mo r e re-

cent trend toward a rl s lng age at first marriage (Glick , 1977). 

More than 19 out of 20 white children age d 10 in 1973 

had at least one living grandparent. Fifty years ago , this 

was true for only 4 out of 5 children this age . Even a t age 

20, chances were 781 in 1,000 that a person in 1973 wo Jld 

have at least one living grandparent compared with a ratio of 

509 per 1,000 in 1920 (Anonymous , 197J). 

Current population estimates give further evidenc8 of a 

continuing increase in the number of living grandparent s . 

The elderly (65 years and over) i s the second fastest g rowing 

age group in the United States. From 1970 to 1979 . thP number 

of persons 65 and over g rew 23 . 5 percent , and now comprises 

11.2 percent of the pop ulation. During the same pe riod of 

time, the adolescent a ge group (14 to 17 years of a ge) 
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increased only 2.7 percent (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1980). 

An adolescent has a greater chance of having a living grand

parent today than at any other time in history . 

The role of grandfather within the framework of the 

family could be an important one both to the older man and 

to his adolescent grandchild, but Leontine Young (197J ) in 

The Fractured Family expresses concern that strong family 

relationships of the past have "gradually withered in a 

society that no longer nourishes them (p . 25) . She states 

that families in the past had a "head"and a "heart" and 

these were usually represented by grandparents who carried on 

the traditions , and provided security and a home base for 

everyone . 

Kramer (19?4) insists grandfathers can be effectjve if 

we make them a contributing part of family life. They can 

serve as models for aging and death and show young people 

that the added years are worth looking forward to. Grand

fathers can help their grandchildren by passing on skills , 

transmitting family histor y, giving the young an opportunity 

to be of real he l p , and providing undemanding companionship. 

Problem 

While aging and related concerns are receiving some atten

tion by social science researchers , little focus is on grand

parent relationships . Those studies of grandparenthood that 

can be found are usually approached from the view of the 

grandparent and seldom from that of the grandchild . Notable 

exceptions are those by Kahana and Kahana (1970), who studied 
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the grandchild from ages 4 through 12, and Robertson (1976), 

who studied the young adult grandchild from ages 18 through 

26 . No studies were found covering the adolescent years . 

While styles of grandparenting have been identified 

(Neugarten and Weinstein, 1964, and Havinghurst and Albrecht, 

l95J) , it has been suggested that the grandparent - grandchild 

relationship changes as the grandchild grows older (Kahana 

and Kahana , 1970). Kahana and Kahana found that the grand 

parent lost significance to the child as s/he approached 

adolescence , but Robertson (1976) noted that the young adult 

grandchild perceived the grandparent as an important source 

of influence to him. Other studies found that grandparents 

had li t tle or no significance to adolescents (1ooft, 1971) . 

Some researchers view the grandfather role as slightly 

feminine or neuter in gender (Cavan, l96J , and Neugarten and 

Weinstein , 1964), but few studies have examined this role 

separa t ely from that of the grandmother . 

Studies concerned direct l y with the grandparental role 

are sparse , especially t hose from the perspective of the 

grandchild. The absence of studies concerning the relation

ship of the grandparent, specifically the grandfather, and 

the adolescent grandchild is particularly noted. Previous 

researchers have strongly advocated the need for further 

investigation in the area of grandparent/grandchild relation

ships (Neugarten and Weinstein , 1964 and Kahana and Kahana , 

1970) . 



Purpose 

The purpose of this study wa s to examine the role of 

grandfather in the lives of his adolescent grandchildren. 

A survey design was used to (l) obtain demographic data, 
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(2) determine how the two generations perceive each other , 

(J) identify the types and frequencies of interaction between 

grandfathers and their adolescent grandchildren, and (4) 

compare the conceptions of an ideal grandfather by the two 

classes of subjects. While this was an exploratory study 

into the grandfather/adolescent grandchild relationship . the 

following hypotheses were tested: 

l . Perceptions of grandfather by adolescent aged 

individuals are independent of (a) age of adolescents 

and (b) sex of adolescents. 

2 . Perceptions of the grandfather role by the grand 

father is independent of the age of grandfathers . 

J . Perception of adolescents as expressed by grandfathers 

is independent of age of grandfathers . 

The independent variables used were age of grandchild. 

sex of grandchild , and age of grandfathe r . 

Definition 

For the purpose of this study , the terms adolescent or 

teenager refer to high school students between the ages of 

14 and 18 . 
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

It is generally accepted t hat older people in the United 

States are more segregated from younger generations than they 

were in the past. Some elderly remain in city centers while 

their children and grandchildren move into the suburbs, but 

quite often the separation is brought about by the elderly. 

Many travel south in the winter, or move into retirement com-

munities and adult mobile home parks. Most say they are quite 

happy having little contact with the new generation and refuse 

to be a burden to their families (Curtin, l97J). 

Curtin (l97J) reports: 

In suburban communities like the one my sister lives 
in you never see an old person. Her ch ildren do not 
know their grandparents , and they don't know any othe r 
old people either. I remember my ni ece staring at an 
older woman on the beach and wondering what she was 
doing there .- The beach was for those with smooth, tau t 
bodies . My niece is going to f i nd her own aging pro
cess a difficult matter , because she has never learned 
to know, to love , to simply accept old people . (p . 1 24) 

Examples are found in literature supporting the claim 

that grandparents have played more important roles in the 

fami l y and community in former generations . An interview by 

Young (l97J) in The Fractured Family explains: 

I couldn't miss a chance to talk about my grandfather. 
He was really something . He lived with us when I was 
a little kid, and some of the best memories I have were 
the times we spent together. We went on walks, we wol'ked 
together, and he taught me how to build t hings, ho w to 
whittle with a penknife . Sometimes we talked and som e 
times we didn ' t . It didn ' t make any difference becaus e 
we understood each other . We were friends. When I had 
worries, I took them to him . We shared t hings, a nd he 
could make the simplest everday kind of thing fun and 
exciting- -I guess because we shared it. He's been dead 
several years now, and I still miss him. I ' ll always 
remember what he taught me. (p. 24 ) 
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Another example is given by Curtin (l97J): 

It was being a grandchild that t aught me abou L being an 
adult. I resented my parents because , somehow, being 
their child kept me chi l dish. No matter how l loved 
and valued my parents, our relationship was s t uck in 
the present . But my grandparents carried none of the 
guilt and anxiety and responsibility that wei ghed on 
my parents . They were able to transcend the years . It 
was almost as if my parents were the common enemy , and 
we--child and grandparents--formed an alliance for 
mutual protection. (p . l2J) 

Mead states : 

Three hundred years have now developed a style of famil y 
in which there is little expectation of much closeness, 
in residence or care, between grandparents and grand
children- -except in special ethnic groups. (Mead, 1975 . 
p. 20) 

Not all researchers a greed with the premise t hat older 

people today are physically or emotionally separated from 

their kin , however. Shanas (1979) discussed what s he calls 

the "myth of alienation" which contends that older people in 

American society today are alienated from their families. 

She produced evidence to destroy that myth and adva nced the 

claim t hat: 

It is still the family, that group of individuals re 
lated by blood or marriage, that is the first resource 
of both its older and younger members for emotional and 
social support , crisis intervention, and bureaucratic 
linka ges . (S hanas, 1979 . p. 5) 

Surveys conduc t ed in 1957 . 1962 , and 1975 showed that 

older parents live close to at least one of their children 

even in the face of American geographic mobility . As late a s 

1975 . three - fourths of older persons with children either 

lived in the same household or within a half hour ' s distance 

of a child . There was also no decrease in the amo unt of 

vis i ting between them over the 20 year period (Shanas, 1979). 
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Many persons advanced concern that if the government 

provided medical care for the aged, the family would relinquish 

that responsibility and a higher percentage of the elderly 

would be placed in long-term health care institutions. Even 

with the advent of Medicare, the elderly remain close to their 

families and family help in providing care for the elderly 

persists (Shanas, 1979). 

Increased family invo lvement with the elderly may, in 

fact , be occurring in contemporary America. Sussman and 

Burchinal (1962) noted that greater communication between 

members of a kin family network is possible today because of 

a reduction of the work week, good highways and other convey

ances of a modern transportation system, and widespread 

adoption of the telephone as a household necessity. 

Availability of Grandparents 

The United States has experienced a tremendous growth 

in the number of older people during the pas t three - quarters 

of a century , both in their number and as a p roportion of 

the total population . This fact is documented in census 

reports. Very few people were 80 years of age or older in 

the United States in 1900 . Most of the old people at that 

time were under 70 or 75 years of age . There were about 23 

persons aged 80 and over for every 100 persons aged 60 to 64 . 

That ratio has more than doubled since the turn of the century. 

In 1975, there were 49 persons aged 80 and over for every 

100 persons aged 60 to 64 (Siegel , 1976) . 
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Current population estimates provide evidence of a 

continuing increase. Those persons 65 years and older make 

up the second fastest growing age group in our society , and 

are exceeded only by the young adult group (18 to J4) . The 

number of women in the older age group increased 26 . 2 percent 

from 1970 to 1979. For men , the increase was 19 . 7 percent 

(U . S . Bureau of the Census , 1980). 

Four out of five of those persons aged 65 and over today 

have living children. Ninety-four percent of those older 

persons who have children are grandparents . One - fourth of 

those aged 65 and 66 in 1975 were already great-grandparents 

(Shanas , 1978) . Townsend (1968) found 40 percent of his 

United States samp le of persons over 65 to be great-grandparents . 

Teenaged grandchildren would therefore have a much greater 

chance of ha ving living gr andfathers or even living great 

grandfathers now than at the turn of the century . 

Grandparental Role 

Apple (1956) provided some insight into the ro le of 

grandparenthood from her cross - cultural anthropological study. 

Rather formal and authoritarian relationships between grand

parents and their grandchildren were found in societies where 

the grandpar ents retain considerable household authority be

cause of their economic power or because tradition demands 

respect or prestige . A typically warm , friendly, equalitarian 

or indulgent relationship was fo und in societies where the 

grandparents exercise no family authority . 
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Available evidence suggests that the same principle 

applies to grandparenting in the United State s . American 

grandparents seldom have direct responsibility and authority 

for grandchildren and enjoy a companionable and indulgent 

relationship (Nye and Berardo, 197J). 

Albrecht (1954) found that the responsibi lity or a uthority 

for children remained with the parents, and grandparents could 

only interfere in unusual cir cumstances . It was also found 

that the majority of American grandparents obtained pleasure, 

pride, and emotional satisfaction from their grandchildren. 

As Blau (197J) explains further : 

Grandparenthood , wh ich has traditionally evoked an image 
of the kindly, white-haired elder citizen , is increas 
i ngly becomjng a middle-age phenomenon. Grar.dparer.thood 
entails no clear-cut rights or obligati ons , but it 
symbolically represents the family continuity . Couples 
have the satisfaction of visiting and doing things with 
their young grandchildren , except , of course, that 
grandparents have neither the responsibilities nor the 
authority of parents. Grandchildren , a t least while 
they are young, help to ease the strains of having lost 
the active parental role . (p . 24) 

Havinghurst and Albrecht (195J) in a study of older 

peopl e found that they played th ree maj or ro les as grandparents. 

The most frequently appearing role was that of having occasional 

responsibility for the care of grandchil dren, i .e. babysitt i ng. 

Second was active social partic i pation but no responsibility , 

and third was hearing from or about grandchildren occasiona l ly. 

Neugarten and Weinstein (1 964) conducted in terviews wi t h 

70 sets of middle-class grandpar ents residing within the 

metropolitan Chicago area . Their analysis showed a variance 

from one fam ily to another in grandparenting style . They 
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di ff erent iated five major styles of grandparenthood. 
I I I r-1 f "':J f ~ 

Listed 

i n orde r of frequency of appearance , they are: 

l. The Formal are those who f ollow what they regard as 
the proper and prescribed ro l e for grandparents. Al
though they like to provide special treats and indulgences 
for the grandchild, and altho ugh they may occasionally 
take on a minor servi ce such a s baby- sitting, they main
tain clearly demarcated lines between parenting and grand
parenting, and they leave parenting strictly to the 
parent . They maintain a constant interest in the grand
chi l d but are careful not to offer advice on childrearing. 

2. The Fun Seeker is the grandparent whose relation to 
the grandchild is characterized by informality and play
f ulness. He joins the child in specifi c activities for 
t he specific purpose of having fun, somewhat as if he 
were the child ' s playmate. Grandchildren are viewed as 
a source of leisure activity, as an it em of "consumption" 
rather than "production," or as a source of self- indulgence. 
The relationship is one i n which autho r ity lines--e i ther 
with the grandchild or with the parent--are irrelevant. 
The emphasis here is on mutuality of satisfaction rather 
than on providing treats for the grandchild. Mutuality 
imposes a latent demand that both part i es derive fun from 
the relationship . 

J . The Surrogate Parent occurs only , a s might have been 
anticipated , for grandmothers in this group . It comes 
about by invitation on the part of the younger generation, 
that is, when the young mother works and the grandmother 
assumes the actual caretaking responsi bility for the 
child . 

4. The Reservoir of Family Wisdom represents a distinctly 
authoritarian patri - centered relationship in which t he 
grandparent -- in the rare occasions on wh ich it occurs in 
this sample , it is the grandfather- - is the dispenser of 
special skills or resources . Lines of authority are 
distinct , and the young parents maintai n and emphasize 
their subordinate positions , sometimes with and sometimes 
without resentment . 

5· The Qic~~nt Figure is the grandparent who emerges from 
the shadows on holidays and on special ritual occasions 
such as Christmas and birthday s. Conta ct with the grand
child is fleeting and infrequent, a fa c t which dist i n
guishes this style from the f ormal. This grandparent is 
benevolent in stance but essentially di s t ant and remo t e 
from the child's life, a somewhat inte r mittent St . 
Nicho l as. (Neugarten and Weinstein, 1964, p. 202-20J ) 
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The formal style was most often adopted by older grand

parents, while the fun seeking and the distant figure were 

more often middle-aged. 

Clavan (1978) used a social class perspective to examine 

the grandparental role. She found that middle-class grand

parents may be taking on some of the grandparental role 

formerly thought to be characteristic of the lower socio 

economic grandparent. The role of the middle-class grandparent 

could be characterized as "ideological " while the role of the 

lower socio-economic grandparent may be thought of as 

"realistic." The "ideological" role would be one without 

normative rights and obligations. The "real is tic" role is 

characterized by the ongoing daily interaction between the 

generations . Three generations commonly live in the same 

household or nearby and the grandparent, usually the maternal 

grandmother, is involved in the daily nurturance and social

ization of the grandchildren . 

Several social factors , such as earlier age of grand

parenthood , increased longivity and better health of grand

parents, more women with children in the work force, increas

ing political consciousness of older persons, changes in the 

social definition of male and female, etc. , are cited as 

creating a setting wherein a more specific r ole for middle

class grandparents might be defined . The possibility exists 

that young middle-class couples will use grandparents to 

solve their child care p ro blems much the same as lower socio 

economic families have in the past (Clavan, 1978). 
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Grandfather Role 

Grandfathers are seldom included in family life sLudies . 

Traditionally researchers have not sought out male subjects, 

and have used the more easily accessible female subjects. 

According to Clavan (1978), one reason for a scarcity of 

grandfathers in the literature might be that if grandparents 

are valued highly for the socializing and nurturing of grand

chi ldren, it would be difficult for the present older male to 

accept t he role. For many of these middle-aged and older 

males, it would require a reversal of traditional sex-role 

behavior . This conversion might not be so difficult for 

younger fathers who presently share child-rearing tasks . 

Other factors are involved, also, in explaining the lack 
of emphasis on grandfathers in the literature. They 
include (a) the statistically disproportionate survival 
rate of women, (b) the statistically younger age at 
death for males of lower socio -e conomic status, and (c) 
the fact that grandchildren may not need extended paren
ting by the time grandfathers reach retirement age and 
have time for participating actively in the role. 
(Clavan, 1978, p. 35JJ 

Nye and Berardo (l97J) agree that middle-aged men who 

find themselves grandfathers are less likely than women to be 

concerned about their new role . Their major concerns are 

still in the occupational and economic areas. Strong male 

involvement in the grandparenting role is usually postponed 

until after retirement and little is known about the grand-

father ro le even in later years . 

Folk images of grandfather represent him as a man with 

homely skills like whittl i ng and homely knowledge of the 

weather (Mead , 1975). Cavan (196J) and others have stated 
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t hat the elderly grandfather role in American culture is 

e ssentially maternal in nature. In the patriarchal family 

o f t he past , he functioned in an authority role. Now he has 

a ssumed a slightly masculinized grandmother role which i n 

volve s babysitting , feeding , and taki ng the grandchildre n for 

r ides . Grandfathers re ceive praise , status and respect by 

society a nd are encouraged to function in this quasi-ma t ernal 

r elat i onship (Cavan , 196 J) . 

Neugarten and Wein s tein (1964), however , argue that the 

g ran dparental roles eme rging in American so ciety are ne i ther 

mascul ine nor femine in nature, but rather n e uter in gend e r 

be cause t hey show littl e nurturance . 

Gr a ndchild Perspective 

The s tudies of grandparenthood have us ually been approached 

from the view of the grandparent. Kahana a nd Kahana (1 970) 

conduc ted research on grandparentho od from the perspective o f 

t he deve loping grandchild. Focusing on the age groups 4 - 5 , 

8 - 9 , and 11 - 12 , they found perceptions of the grandparen t role 

differed sign ificantly between the youngest and the oldest 

age groups . Young children valued grandparents mainly f or 

their i ndulgent qual itie s , the middle group preferred the 

fun-sharing active grandparent , and the olde st group re f lected 

distan ce from their grandparents . The indul gent grandpa rent 

became important again to the older children, and t here was 

les s emphasis on the mutual a s pects of the r e lationship . 

Ano t her study from t he perspect i ve of th e grandch i l d 

was cond u cted by Robertson ( 1 976) . She attempted t o di sp e l l 



the myth that while gr andparenthood provides a source of 

emotional gratification for grandparen ts and young grand

chi l dren, it is not very important to young adult grand

children. Her study focused on young adult grandchildren 
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ages 18 through 26. She concluded that these grandchildren 

do not see grandparent s as old fashioned or out of touch , 

and f eel they are an important source of influence on them . 

A second conclusion of the study was that grandchildren feel 

definite responsibi lities toward their grandparents , especial ly 

in doing such things as providing them emotional s uppor t , 

tangible help when needed, and qualitative as opposed to 

ritualistic visiting . 

College students used as subjects in a study by Robins 

and Tomanee (1962) rat ed their grandparents closer than every 

other kinship role, including aunt s and uncles , cousins, and 

great aunts and uncles. Actual intera ct ion patterns were not 

investigated . 

Robertson 's (1976 ) study also listed a number of charac

teristics of the ideal grandparent rank ordered from the most 

important to the least i mportant. Ranked as important 

characteristics by young adult grandchildren were grandparents 

as lo ving, gentle, helpful, understanding , industrious , smart , 

a friend, talkative, and funny . Least i mportant grandparer.t 

characteristics were lazy , chi ldish , dependent , mediators, 

companions, or teachers. 
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Significance of Grandparental Role 

The signifi cance of the grandparental r ole was assessed 

in a few studies. Male subjects interviewed by Cl ark and 

Anderson (1967) reported that the happiest time of being a 

grandparent was at the birth of the first grandchild . In 

most cases they reported a growing estrangement as the grand-

child became older. Many grandparents believed that adoles

cent grandchild ren did not want to be bothered with older 

people and assumed they were viewed as "old fuddy-duddys ." 

A few reported a deepening of the relationship through t he 

years . 

Kahana and Coe (1969) also found that grandparents feel 

increasingly distant from their grandchildren as the grand-

children gro w older. They reported that the greater genera-

tion gap between young adults and the aged than found between 

young chi ldren and the aged may contribute to decreased 

significance of the grandparental role. 

Mead (1975) reports: 

Three hundred years have now developed a style of family 
in which there is lit t le expectation of much closeness , 
in residence or care , between grandparents and grand
children--except in special e thnic groups. (p. 20) 

In a study by Looft (1971) persons i n age samples extending 

across the major portion of the life span were questioned as 

to whom they s aw to be the most important transmitters of 

information to children and to adolescent s. No mention of 

grandparents was made a t all, even for a position of lesser 

importance . 
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In assessing the significance and meaning of the 

grandparental role, Neugarten and Weinstein (1964) identified 

five categories for their subjects . Rank ordered by frequency 

of appearance, they are: 

1. BioJ,ogicaJ, ren~wal and/or continuity 

2 . Remote; little effect on the self 

J . Emotional self-fulfillment 

4. Resource person to child 

s. Vicarious achievement through child . 

While many grandparents saw grandparenthood as a source 

of biological renewal, the next category of grandparents felt 

remote from their grandchildren. 

Robertson (1976), however , found that young adult grand

c hildren believed their grandparents were an important in

fluence in their lives. 

Grandparenthood should be more important than it was 

in fo rmer times. Nimkoff (1963) proposes that since grand

children are fewer , each should get more attention than 

formerly. He bel ieves that because grandchildren now have 

a greater possibility of associat ion with a grandparent than 

they did in 1900, there should be more of a sense of family 

tradition . The increased individualism of our time woul d be 

offset by grandparents keeping family history alive . 

A project employing elderly people to a ct as foster 

grandparents to mentally reta r ded children was evaluated by 

Gray and Kasteler (1970). Benefits from the project were 

accrued by both the children and the foster grandparents, 
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particularly in the areas of life satisfaction, and personal 

and social adjustment. 

Mead (1966 and 1975 ) states that one of the signifi cant 

contributions grandparents can make is to teach new genera -

t ions that human beings can adjust and can take in enormous 

changes . There has been a tendency in the past to look upon 

grandparents as being old , out - of-date and better off in 

California or Florida enjoying life with others their own 

age. In reality they are very different. Grandparents today 

en j oy better health than did grandparents in generations past. 

Instead of retiring from activity they are pursuing new in-

terests. 

Mead (1966) continues: 

Some of them have --and many more could ha ve --a very 
important role in their grandchildren ' s lives. Because 
as adults they have lived through so much change--the 
first movies and airplanes, the first "talkies" and 
television, the first computers and sate llites- - they may 
well be the best people to teach children about change. 
With a l ifetime of experience of how far we have come 
and how fast , grandparents can give children a special 
sense of sureness about facing the unknown in the future. 
Having experienced so much that is new, they can keep a 
sense of wonder in their voices as they tell their grand
children how something happened, what it was like the 
first time, and open their grandchildren's eyes to the 
wonder of what is happening now and may happen soon. 
And, as men and women who are making new beginnings, 
developing new interests, they can demonstrate to child 
ren that growing up is only one stage in a lifetime of 
growth. As in the past, they represent continuity . But 
now, in a changing society, this continui ty includes the 
future and acceptance of the unknown . (p. 28 and 29 ) 
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Summary 

Current U. S. census data show a continuing increase 

in the number and proportion of the elderly in the population. 

It has been documented that more grandchildren have living 

grandparents today than in 1900, but there is some disagree

ment as to whether or not more grandchildren are experiencing 

a satisfying relationship with a grandparent . Grandparents 

and grandchildren living closer together have more interaction 

than those living farther apart, but there i s some evidence 

to suggest older people have become more segregated from thei r 

families than they were in past generations. More lei sure 

time and better means of communication and transportation 

should provide ways for the continued association of the 

extended family . Shanas (1979) presents strong evidence to 

show that older persons are not physically or emotionally 

separated from their kin . 

The style and significance of grandparenting in the 

United States may have changed over the past few generations . 

Grandparents se ldom have direct family responsibility and 

authority today , and can , therefore, be more indulgent with 

and companionable to the i r grandchi ldren (Nye and Berardo , 197J). 

There is evidence to suggest that the authoritarian grand

father of the past has changed into one who is less mas cul~ne 

and more feminine or neuter in gender . 

Glavan (1978) found the middle-class grandparenting role 

evolving from an "ideological" role to the "realistic " r ole 

of the lower socio-economic grandparent. A change brought 
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about by current social factors. A large portion of mi ddle

class grandparents may be moving into the parent surrogate 

style identified by Neugarten and Weinstein (1964). 

Five major styles of grandparenting were ident ifi ed by 

Neugarten and Weinstein in 1964. These are listed as formal, 

fun seeking, parent surrogate, reservoir of family wi sdom, 

and distant figure. More grandparents fell into the category 

listed as formal than any other classification . 

The role of the grandparent is more often stud ied from 

the point of view of the grandparent than the grand cnild, a nd 

more often from the point of view of the grandmothe r than the 

grandfather. No research could be found investigating the 

grandparental role from the perspective of the grandparent 

and grandchild simultaneously. 

The study of Kahana and Kahana (1970) showed an increas

ing distance between the grandparent and the grandch i ld as 

the grandchildren grow older , but Robertson (1976 ) fo und that 

young adults feel their grandparents are an important source 

of influence on them. It could be that the style of grand 

parenting changes in effectiveness with the develop ing child . 

A gap in the data from age 12, the oldest grandchild in the 

Kahana and Kahana (1970) study , to age 18 , the younges t 

grandchild in the Robertson (1976) study, persists . 

Many sources state that the role of grandparenting is 

seldom significant for either the grandparent or grandchild, 

but others express confidence in the value of the role for 

both participants in the relationship . Several researchers 



have indicated roles may be changing for both grandmother 

and grandfather, parti cularly f or the middle-class grand

parent . 
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~his review of ava ilable literature illustrates the 

confusion existing in grandparent/grandchild relationships 

and emphasizes the gap existing in grandfather/adolescent 

grandchild interaction. This study was designed to add 

info rmation to the existing meager information about grand 

fat hers, to study grandfatherhood from the perspe ctive of 

the grandfa t her and the grandchild simultaneously, and to 

help fill in the gap existing in the literature regarding 

grandparenting during the grandchild's adolescent years . 
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METHODOLOGY 

A survey research approach was used to determine the 

types and frequencies of activity shared by grandfathers and 

their adolescent grandchildren . Demographic data and infor

mation concerning the grandfather's perception of teenagers 

and the teenager's perception of his grandfather were obtained 

through open- ended questions on a self-administered question

naire. An ideal grandfather role, as perceived by each class 

of subjects, was obtained through the use of a Likert - type 

scale. 

Selection of Subjects 

Subjects for this study were selected from the student 

population enrolled at Box Elder L.D.S. Seminary. All student 

subjects were members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints (Mormons) . The population was selected primarily 

because of the accessibility of the subjects to the researcher . 

The sample was pur posive in nature rather than random . The 

l a rgest class of st udents of each age group (14 , 15 , 16 , and 

17 years of age) was made available to the researcher by the 

seminary principal . All s t udents in the class having at 

least one living grandfather were asked to participate. 

Student subjects were asked to fill out a questionnai;e 

for each living grandfather and to furnish the name and 

address of that grandfather so a similar questionnaire could 

be mailed to him . A second attempt was made to obtain the 

address of the grandfather if the student did not know it 
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that day. Packets were mailed to 76 grandfathers. Five 

packets were returned by the postal service as undeliverable 

and 10 grandfathers did not respond leaving a usable grand

fat he r sample size of 61. Students not having at least one 

grandfather respond were eliminated leaving a usable student 

sample size of 47. Twenty-one students in the usable sample 

had two living grandfathers and filled out a que stionnaire 

for each one . The sample used in the study, therefore, con

sisted of 47 students, 68 student grandfather inventories, 

and 61 grandfathers . 

Procedure 

After the researcher read through the printed instructions 

with the students, giving them an opportunity to ask que stions 

about any instruction they did not understand, the adolescent 

subjects completed a self-administered q ues ti onnaire in their 

classes . The students were asked to furnish the name and 

address of each living grandfather and to fill out questions 

relating to that particular grandfather. A packet containing 

a cover letter, questionnaire, and a pre-addressed s tampe d 

envelope was mailed to each of the grandfathers . The cover 

letter explained the purpo se of the study, gave the name of 

the grandchild participat i ng, and asked for the grandfather's 

assistance (see Appendix A) . A numbering system was used to 

match grandfather with gra ndchild so that names and addresses 

could be remove d and conf i dentiality assured. One packet was 

not sent to a grandfather as requested by the student and 

her parents . 
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Of the 71 questionnaires delivered by the postal service, 

55 were completed and returned within the first two weeks. 

Follow- up letters (see Appendix B) were sent out after two 

weeks to the 16 grandfathers who had not responded. Six 

additional questionnaires were returned. One grandfather 

reported he had been away from home for four months and had 

just returned . The high rate of return, 86 percent of the 

grandfather questionnaires, is attributed to motivation in 

sharing this project with a grandchild. 

Instruments 

Two similar instruments were used in the survey. The 

first questionnaire, administered to the adolescents, consisted 

of three parts: (l) multiple choice , completion , and open

ended questions pertaining to demographic data and information 

concerning the teenager's perception of his grandfather, (2) 

a chart where the types and frequencies of contact between 

the teenager and his grandfather could be checked , and (J) 

a Likert-type scale to determine the adoles cent's perception 

of an ideal grandfather (see Appendix C) . Students having 

two living grandfathers responded to questions in sections (l ) 

and (2) about each grandfather . 

The second ques tionnaire , self-administered by the grand 

father, also consisted of three parts: (l) mult iple choice, 

completion , and open-ended questions pertaining to demographic 

data and the grandfather 's perception of teenagers, (2 ) a 

chart where the types and frequenc ies of contact between the 
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grandfather and his teenage grandchild could be checked, and 

(J) a Likert-type scale to determine the grandfather's per

ception of an ideal grandfather (see Appendix D). 

The questionnaires were developed by the researcher from 

information found in the literature and from questioning 

various teenagers and grandfathers not included in the study . 

Three professors in the Department of Family and Human 

Development at Utah State University judged the individual 

items on the Likert-type scale to be applicable to the study 

of grandfathering as it applies to adolescent grandchildren. 

Because of the lack of research in this area , no existing 

suitable instrument could be found . 

A preliminary questionnaire was administered to a small 

group of adolescents. Minor changes to clarify meaning were 

made following this pre-test and a final copy of the question

naire was adopted for use. 

Analysis of Data 

Frequency tabulations and contingency tables were com 

puted at the Utah State University Computer Center using the 

SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences). Contin

gency tabl es were used to test the independent variables--

sex of grandchild , age of grandchild , and age of grandfa t her-

in relationship to the two generations perception of each 

other and the conception of an ideal grandfather . 

The data were analyzed using the chi - square techniq ue. 

Significance was determined at the .05 confidence level. 

Yates correction for continuity was used when more than one 
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cell frequency was less than five (Minium , 1978). This 

prevented any appreciable error when using the chi-square 

te chnique . The t test was used to test the difference between 

means on activities and contacts as reported by grandfa t hers 

and grandchildren. Rank ordering of responses was used where 

applicable . Trends were noted and suggested for further 

research. 



26 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The purpose of this exploratory study was to examine 

the role of grandfather in the lives of his adolescent 

grandchildren . A survey was used to obtain demographic data, 

determine the perception one generation has of the other, 

identify the types and frequency of interaction between the 

two generations , and compare the conceptions of an ideal 

grandfather role by the two classes of subjects. 

The following hypotheses were examined: 

1. Perceptions of grandfathe r by adolescent aged 

individuals are independen t of (a) age of adolescents 

and (b) sex of adolescents. 

2 . Perceptions of the grandfather role by the grand

father is independent of the age of the grandfathers . 

J. Perception of adolescents as expressed by grandfathers 

is independent of age of grandfathers. 

Data were collected using que s tionnaires constructed 

by the researcher. One questionnaire was administered i n a 

group setting to adoles cent students. A second similar 

questionnaire was sent to the adolescent ' s grandfather who 

completed the questionnaire and returned it to the researcher 

in a stamped self - addres s ed envelope . 

Frequency tabulations and contingency tables were 

computed and chi-square testing was used to identify any 

significant findings . 
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The usable adolescent sample consisted of 47 students 

enrolled at the Box Elder Seminary of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mo rmons). Demographic character

istics of the students are summarized in Table 1. A dispro

portionate number of the students (64 percent) were female. 

Students ranged in age from 14 through 18 years of age with 

a fairly even distribution over the four high school grades. 

Forty-seven percent were 15 years of age or younger; the 

remaining 53 percent, 16 years of age or older with a mean 

age of 15.7 years. 

Family size reflected the Mormon traditi on of larger-

than- average families. None of the students were only 

children and a small minority (6 percent) came from two-

children fami lies. Seventeen percent of the subjects carne 

f rom families with three children, while four-children 

families was the mode. An additional JO percent of the 

sub jects represented families with six, seven, or eight 

children . A majority of the adole scent subjects (66 percent) 

were second- and third-born. First-born children accounted 

for only lJ percent of the sample. 

A large majority (7J percent) considered themselves as 

actively practicing their religion, whose basic tenets revolve 

around the importance of both the nuclear and the extended 

families . This may limit the genera lizability of the 

findings . 



Table l 

Summary of Selected Demographic Characteristics 
of Adolescent Subjects 

Variable No. Percent 

Sex 
Males ..... . .............. . ..... 17 
Females . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JO 

~ 
14 and 15 years of age ......... 22 
16, 17, and 18 years of age . ... 25 

Size of Family of Origin 
Two children.. ...... ........ ... 3 
Three children ......... .. ...... 8 
Four children .. .... .... . ....... 14 
Five ch i ldren .................. 8 
Six children.. .. ..... . . . ....... 7 
Seven children . ................ 5 
Eight children ......... . .. ..... 2 

Birth Position 
First-born................... . . 6 
Second - born .................... 15 
Third - born . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Fourth - born ......... . ....... . .. 4 
Fifth - born .......... . .......... 3 
Si xth-born . . ..... .... . ..... .... 2 
Seventh- born. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Religion 
All adolescent subjects were members of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints (Mormons) . 

Religious Involvement 
Active. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 
Moderately Active ...... .. ...... 11 
Not Active. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Living Grandfathers 
One living grandfather . .... .... 26 
Two living grandfathers ........ 21 

Residential Distance from Grandfather 
Less than 1 mile ... .......... .. 12 
1- 5 mi les .................. .. 9 
6 - 50 miles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
51 - 200 miles .. . ......... .. .. . 14 
201- 500 miles ........... .. ... 6 
Over 500 miles ........... . . . ... 11 

)6 
64 

47 
53 

6 
17 
JO 
17 
15 
11 

4 

lJ 
33 
33 

9 
7 
4 
2 

73 
24 

2 

55 
45 

18 
lJ 
24 
21 

9 
16 

Total 

47 

47 

47 

46 

47 

68 

28 
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Twenty-one students had two living grandfathers and 

provided information re l ative to each grandfather . The 

remaining 26 students reported on a single living grandfather. 

Fifty-f i ve percent of the student's grandfathers lived 

within one-hour ' s distance (50 mi le s) of the grandchild. 

Only 16 percent lived over 500 mi le s away. Two -thirds of 

the students lived with in one-hour's drive of at least one 

grandfather (not shown in Table 1), and an additional ten 

percent had at least one grandfather living less than two 

hours a.way. 

Grandfather Subjec ts 

Grandfather subjects ranged in age from 55 to 90 . For 

the purpos e of analysis, grandfathers were grouped into three 

age classifications : ( l) over 75 years of age , (2) 66-75 

years o f age, and (3) under 66 years of age . Nearly half 

of the subjects fell int o the second age group . This gra nd

father sample covered an age range of 35 years with the oldest 

grandfather being 90 years of age, and the youngest , 55 years 

of age. The mean age was 72.7 and the median age, 70 . Selected 

demographic characteristics of grandfathers are summarized in 

Table 2 . 

All grandfathers had both mal e and female grandchildren . 

The number of grandchildren ranged from 2 to 75, wit h a mean 

number of grandchildren o f 17. Nineteen percent of the grand

fathers did not have a ny adult grandchil dren. 

Religious preference of t he g r andfathers was 93 pe r cent 

L . D. S. (Mormon), indicating the stability of religion a1ong 



Table 2 

Summary of Selected Demographic Characteristics 
of Grandfather Subjects 

Variable No. 

~ 
Over 75 years of age . . ..... .... 16 
66 - 75 years of age ...... .... . 29 
Under 66 years of age .......... 16 

Number of Male Grandchildren 
Fewer than 6 ................... 21 
6 - 10 .............. . .. .. ...... 26 
ll - 20.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 
21 - 30. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
More than 30. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Number of Female Grandchildren 
Fewer -:.'1an 6 ................... 27 
6 - 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
ll - 20 .... .. .... . ..... ..... . .. 10 
21 - 30. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
More than 30 ..... ... ... ........ 3 

~e of Oldest Grandchild 
13- 18 years of age ........... ll 
19- 25 years of age . .. .. . .. . .. 35 
Over 25 years of age ........... 13 

Age of Youngest Grandchild 
Age 2 or younger . ..... ......... 26 
2- 5 years of age ............. 12 
6- 12 years of age ...... . ... . . 15 
13- 18 years of age ........... 5 

Religious Preference 
Catholic....................... l 
Protestant..................... 3 
LDS (Mormon) ............... . ... 57 

Religious Involvement 
Active. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
Moderately Active .............. 14 
Not Active. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Percent 

26 
48 
26 

34 
43 
15 

5 
3 

44 
34 
16 

0 
5 

19 
59 
22 

45 
21 
26 

8 

2 
5 

93 

61 
23 
16 

30 

Total 

61 

61 

61 

61 

58 

61 

61 



Table 2 (Continued) 

Variable No. 

Ma.jor Occupation 
Professional and Technical ..... 5 
Managers and Administrators .... 3 
Sales and Clerical Workers ..... 8 
Craftsmen.. ....... ............. 3 
Operators and Laborers ......... 15 
Transport Equipment Operators . . 3 
Farmers and Farm Managers ...... 19 
Service Workers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Present Employment Status 
Employed full time ............. 12 
Employed part time .. . .......... 3 
Retired .... .. .. ..... .......... . 42 
Disabled..... ..... .... . ........ 4 

Percent 

8 
5 

14 
5 

25 
5 

32 
5 

20 
5 

69 
7 

31 

Total 

59 

61 

family lines. The reported religious involvement for grand-

fathers, however, showed a slightly downward trend when 

compared with that of the grandchild. 

Major occupations were distributed over a wide range of 

classifications . The majority (57 percent) reported their 

occupations to be operators , laborers, farmers and farm 

managers . An expected finding for this rural area. Twenty 

percent of the grandfathers were still employed full-time and 

only seven percent reported being disabled . Because only 

nine percent of the grandfathers were perceived by the grand-

children to be in poor health, health was not examined as a 

dependent variable. 
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Adolescent Perception of Grandfather 

Adolescent sub jects were asked to specify the grandfa ther 

with whom they spent more time and why . No appreciable 

difference in time spent was found between maternal and 

paternal grandfathers. Forty-nine percent spent more time 

with maternal grandfathers, while 45 percent spent more time 

with paternal grandfathers. The remaining six percent reported 

no difference . Othe r t han being limited to onl y one l iving 

grandfather , the prime reason for spending more time with 

one grandfather than the other was residential proximity . 

Only nine percent listed common interests with grandfather 

as the main reason f or the association. 

Nearly half of the s tudents (48 percent) reported 

enjoying the associat ion with grandfathe r more duri ng t he 

elementary schoo l years than at any othe r age . Reasons most 

often expressed were "more frequent visits " and "similar 

interests." Age data concerning enjoyme nt of a grandparent/ 

grandchild relationship are summarized i n Tables J and 4. 

Reasons are rank ordered by age group preferred . The r eason 

most often reported for enjoying grandfather more at a 

particular age was because of more frequent visits duri ng 

that peri od of time . "Receipt of gi fts " was listed as a 

reason only by those subjects indicating the elementary years 

were most enjoyable with grandfather . The preschool years 

were designa ted as most en joyable by only 11 percent of the 

subjects . Difficulty in remembering those years may have 

contribut ed to the lower rating given this period. Thirty 



Table J 

Reported Age when Grandfather was 
Most Enjoyed by Grandchild 

Age No. 

Elementary School Age ......... 27 

Adolescence ................... 17 

Preschool. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

All Ages ... . .......... .... .... 6 

Table 4 

Percent 

48 

30 

ll 

ll 

Rank Order of Reported Reasons for Enjoying 
Grandfather by Age Enjoyed 

Total 

56 

Reason No. Percent Total 

Elementary School Age 

We visited more often . .. .... .. ll 

Enjoyed similar interests and 
activities. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ll 

Received gifts from G.F.. .. .. . 3 

Other .................. ... ... . 2 

Adolescence 

We visited more often . ....... . 5 

Understood each other and 
related better .... .... .... . .. . 5 

Enjoyed similar interests and 
activities ................... . 4 

Other ........ . ..... .......... . 3 

41 

41 

ll 

7 

29 

29 

24 

18 

27 

JJ 
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percent of the adolescent subjects reported the present period 

of time as being the mo s t enjoyable, and four students s tated 

their grandfathers were continually increasing in impor t ance 

to them . 

Grandchildren in the study listed characteristics of 

their grandfathers they liked best . For the purpose of 

analysis , these characteristics were classified into si x 

categories : (1) gives service to me, (2) gives service to 

ot hers , (J) makes me feel good, (4) enjoyable to be wit h , 

(5 ) not a problem to his fam i ly, and (6) kind, gentle, and 

generous . Rank ordering of the tabulated results is shown 

i n Table 5. Percentages do not equal 100 because only t he 

top three characteristics are l isted. 

Chi - square analysis was performed to determine i f t here 

wa s a significant difference between sex of grandchild a nd 

valued characteristic of grandfather. While the data a ~e not 

significant , male and female tend to diff er in the cha r a cter

istics valued most in grandfather (see Table 5). Chara ct er

istics classified as "gives service to me , " such as "wo r ks 

with me," "does a lot for me," and "gives good advice," were 

listed most often by male grandch ildren . Characteri sti cs 

classified as "enjoyable to be with," such as "goo d sens e of 

humor, " fun to be with," and "his great personal ity ," were 

li sted most often by female grandch i ldren. 

Grandchildren also identified characteristics they 

d i sliked about grandfather (see Tabl e 6). Little diff e r ence 

by sex of grandchild was found in grandfather characteri stics 



Table 5 

Characteristics of Grandfather Valued 
by Adolescent Grandchildren 

35 

Rank Characteristic Percent 

Adolescent Grandchildren 

1. Enjoyable to be with ........ . ........ . .. . .. .. . . .. . 42 

2. Makes me feel good .... .. .. ........ .. ...... ...... .. 18 

J . Gives service to me .. ........... .. .... .. .. .... .... 15 

Male Adolescent Grandchildren 

1 . Gives service to me ...... . .................... . .. . )2 

2 . Enjoyable to be with ...... . . . ... . .... .. . . ..... .. . . 27 

J . Kind, gentle , generous .. . ..... . .. .. . . . . ... . .. . ... . l4 

Fema le Adolescent Grandchildren 

1. Enjoyable to be with ..... . . . . . . . ...... . . .. ... ..... 50 

2. Makes me feel good .......... .. ........ .. .. .. ...... 2J 

J . Kind, gentle , generous . . .... . . .... . . ......... .. ... 10 

Rank 

Tabl e 6 

Character istics of Grandfather Not Val ued 
by Adolescent Grandchildren 

Chara ct er istic Per cent 

1 . Personal habits or . behavior .... . . . .. . ... .. ........ 54 

2 . Nothing ... ..... ... . . . . . . . . . ...... ... . .. .. ....... . . 24 

J . Strictness . . .. . . . .. .. .. . ..... ... .. ... . . ...... . .. . . 7 

4 . Lack of involvement with family ..... .. . .. . . . . ..... 5 

5. Residential distance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
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not valued. A majority of grandfather characteristics not 

valued by adolescent grandchildren (54 percent) were class

ifi ed in a category covering personal habits and behavior. 

Grandfather was unbearable when he was stubborn, grouchy , or 

bossy. Grandchildren also objected to grandfather's smoking , 

drinking, swearing, and his unsafe driving habits . Students 

foun d nothing to dislike about 24 percent of the grandfathers. 

Students listed words or phrases to best describe grand

father as they saw him. For the purpose of analysis, responses 

were judged positive, negative, or neutral. Typical responses 

judged positive were "neat, loving man, fun to be with," or 

"brave , loving, spiritua l, kind . " A typical neutral response 

was "tall, gray-haired, very outdoorsie, natural." an example 

of a response judged ne gative was "old, crippled, out house , 

grandma. " A majority of grandfathers (68 percent) were 

described in positive terms by adolescents, and 95 percent 

described their grandfathers in either positive or neutral 

terms (see Table 7). 

Table 7 

Grandchildren ' s Perception of Grandfather 

Description No . 

Positive .. .. . ..... ........... .. 4J 

Neutral ... .. ...... . .......... .. 17 

Negative ....... . . ... .. .... .. . . . J 

Percent 

68 

27 

5 

Total 
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The data describing grandfather were also analyzed by 

sex of grandchild , and tested for signi f icance using chi -

square . After applying the Yates correction for discontinuity 

(Minium, 1978), the data were not significant . Results are 

shown in Table 8. Female grandchildren did have a tendency 

to describe their grandfathers in more positive terms than 

did male grandchildren. None of the females described grand -

father in completely ne gative terms, and an overwhelming 

majority (80 percent) described him in positive terms . 

Table 8 

Grandchildren's Perception of Grandfather 
by Sex of Grandchild 

Male Female Total 
Description No . Percent No-.---Percent 

Positive 11 48 32 80 43 

Neutral 9 39 8 20 17 

Negative 3 13 0 0 3 

Tota l 23 100 40 100 63 

2 degrees of freedom p > . 05 

Chi-square with Ya tes correction 5 . 91 

Chi -square needed for . 05 level of significance 5 . 99 

Grandfather 's Perception of Adolescents 

Grandfathers were s omewhat reluctan t to specify a 

particular age group when asked to identify the age of 
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grandchildren most enjoyed. Data are summarized in Table 9 . 

Thirty-nine percent of the grandfathers stated they enjoyed 

all ages equally well. Of those who did specify , the per-

centage of grandfathers enjoying a particular age drops as 

age of the grandchild increases. Twenty- eight percent most 

enjoyed preschool grandchildren; 18 percent, elementary age 

grandchildren; ll percent, adolescent ; and J percent , adult . 

Of those grandfathers who enjoy one age group over 

another , " being able to communicate with and teach" was 

given as the primary reason for that choice across all age 

groups except adult. Grandfathers who preferred adult 

grandchildren did so because of their good behavior . 

Table 9 

Reported Age of Grandchildren 
Most Enjoyed by Grandfather 

Age Group No. Percent Total 

Preschool ... ... ... . . . . .. .. .. . . 17 28 

Elementary School Age . .... . . .. ll 18 

Adolescent . . .. .. ..... . . .. . . .. . 7 ll 

Adult . .. .. . . .. .. . . ... . .... . ... 2 J 

All Ages .... . . . .. . . .. . ...... . . 24 J9 61 

Chi - square analysis was used to test the assumption t hat 

older grandfathers would prefer very young grandchildren 

or adult grandchildren over the more exuberant elementary aged 



or adolescent grandchild. No significant association was 

found between the age of grandfathe r and the age of the 

grandchild most enjoyed . 

39 

When asked what they liked best about adolescent grand 

children, grandfathers in the study rated the development of 

high moral standards as the characteristic most valued. As 

shown in Table 10 , characteristics related to conformity and 

attention to family relationships were valued by more grand-

fathers than those related to independence and individual 

achievement. This finding may be i nfluenced by Mormon 

doctrine emphasizing high moral character , and may be unique 

to this sample . 

Table 10 

Rank Order of Characteristics of Adolescent 
Grandchildren Valued by Grandfather 

Characteristic No . 

Development of high moral 
standards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ll 

Show love and affection ....... 8 

Gro wth and de velopme nt ... ... .. 8 

Interaction and f un ........ . .. 7 

Enjoyment and enthusiasm ...... 6 

Desire to achieve ... . . ... ..... 5 

Developing independence ....... 3 

Other....... .. ... ..... . . .. ... . 2 

Percent 

22 

16 

16 

14 

12 

10 

6 

4 

Total 

50 
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Many of the grandfathers found nothing to dislike about 

their adolescent grandchildren (see Table 11). In addition 

to those stating there was nothing they disliked, five 

grandfathers, who listed a characte ristic valued, chose not 

to list a characteristic not valued. 

Table 11 

Rank Order of Characte rist i cs of Adolescent 
Grandchildren Not Valued by Grandfather 

Characteristic No. Percent 

Personal habits or behavior ... 20 44 

Nothing ... . ..... .............. 10 22 

Over involvement with peers . .. 5 11 

Lack of concern for others .... 4 9 

Other ......................... 4 9 

Physical appearance . .......... 2 4 

Total 

45 

Personal habits or behavior were more disturbing to 

grandfathers than any other adolescent characteristic. 

Grandfathers disapproved of quarrel ing , bickering, showing 

disrespect for parents, poor eating habits, and laziness. 

Physical appearance, creating a strong source of controversy 

between generat ions a few years ago, was listed as a disturbing 

characteristic by only two grandfathers--possibly the result 

of movement by both generations. Adolescents may feel less 

need to express independence or rebellion through extreme 
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personal appearance, and grandfathers may have relaxed their 

expectations in thi s area. 

In describing today's teenagers, grandfathers gave a 

variety of responses judged to be primarily positive , negative, 

or neutral. The results are summarized in Table 12 . When 

positive and negative phrases given by an individual grand -

father appeared to balance each other, the description was 

rated neutral . Typical negative descriptions of teenagers 

were "rebellious," "irresponsible," "lack respect fo r others," 

"loud music," "sloppy dress," " indulged, " and "fearful." 

Positive descriptions included "willing to meet challenge," 

"bright- intelligent ," "refreshing , exc iting, independent 

thinkers," "serious about religious responsibility," "aware," 

"fantast i c," and "considerate." Forty-one percent of the 

responses were judged to be positive , while a minority (25 

percent) were considered negative. 

Table 12 

Per ception of Today ' s Teenagers 
by Grandfathers 

Description No. 

Positive ............... . .. .... 18 

Neutral . .. ......... . ..... . .... 15 

Negative ...... .. .... .. ........ ll 

Percent 

41 

J4 

25 

Total 

44 
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Grandfathers were prone to be more negative when des

cribing teenagers than teenagers were in describing grand

father. Only one-fourth of the grandfathers , however, gave 

negative descriptions. There is the possibility grandfathers 

feel more negatively toward teenagers as a group than they 

do toward their own teenage grandchildren. In spite of this, 

grandfathers displayed a considerable amount of confidence 

in the teenagers of today. 

T·roe and Frequency of Grandfather/Grandchild Contact 

The interaction of grandfathers and their adolescent 

grandchildren was assessed by asking the grandchild to specify 

the frequency of a named activity or contact by checking the 

appropriate blank . Grandfathers completed a similar chart . 

A breakdown of the various patterns of contact as reported 

by the grandchildre n is summarized in Table lJ. The same 

information from the grandfather's point of view appears in 

Table 14 . 

In reviewing the tables it can be seen that one of the 

more consistent contacts between the two generations is the 

giving and receiving of gifts . Eighty-seven percent of the 

grandchildren and over 80 percent of the grandfathers reported 

exchanging gifts at least once a year . A few dyad s reported 

exchanging gifts twice yearly. Those figures were included 

in the yearly column for tabulation . 

Contacts occurring most frequently as reported by the 

grandchildren and grandfathers are visiting at grandfather's 

house or contacts by telephone. 



Table 1.3 

Type by Frequency of Grandfather/Grandchild Contact 
as Reported by the Adolescent Grandchild 

Type of Contact or 
Activity 1 

Frequen cy* 
2 .3 4 5 

4.3 

6 

Receive gift from grandfather 0 0 16 71 9 4 

Gi ve gift to grandfather 0 0 8 79 9 4 

Play games with grandfather 0 6 10 16 .35 .3.3 

Partic ipate in sports with gf 0 2 .3 12 .36 47 

Visit at grandfather's house 9 25 .32 27 7 0 

Stay overnight at gf house 2 0 10 .32 .32 24 

Go on trips with grandfather 0 0 5 25 .38 .32 

He lp care for grandfather 2 4 6 4 42 42 

Work for grandfather 6 6 10 15 J4 29 

Call grandfather on phone 6 8 29 10 25 22 

Receive phone call from gf J 6 J6 6 25 24 

Go to church wi th grandfather 2 7 4 24 25 J8 

Participate in special relig-
ious ordinances with gf 2 2 J 19 27 47 

Special family programs or 
evenings with g randfather 2 4 15 40 22 17 

Go to grandfather for advice 2 2 4 7 .38 47 

Receive extra money from gf 0 2 16 J2 26 24 

Argue with grandfather 0 2 0 2 17 79 

Get angry with grandfather 0 4 0 4 24 68 

How often would you like 
to visit grandfather 15 J8 J4 6 6 1 

*Frequency given to the nearest whole percent 
1 Daily 2 = Weekly J 7 Monthly 4 = Yearly 5 
6 = Never 

Seldom 



Table 14 

Type by Frequency of Grandfather/Grandchild Contact 
as Reported by the Grandfather 

Type of Contact or 
Activity 1 

Frequency* 
2 J 4 5 

44 

6 

Give gift to grandchild 0 0 11 80 9 0 

Receive gift from grandchild 0 0 4 76 16 4 

Play games with grandchild 5 5 18 13 45 14 

Participate in sports with gc 0 6 9 11 54 20 

Visit with gc at your home 7 20 40 16 1 5 2 

Have grandchild stay overnight 2 0 23 20 43 12 

Go on trips with grandchild 0 0 5 35 53 7 

Receive care from grandchild 0 4 4 10 22 60 

Have grandchild work for you 7 4 9 17 24 J9 

Receive phone call from gc 6 15 21 12 25 21 

Call grandchild on telephone 6 14 14 6 J8 22 

Go to chur ch with grandchild 2 14 8 16 39 21 

Participate in special relig-
ious ordinances with gc 2 2 6 28 44 18 

Special family programs or 
evenings with grandchild 2 4 7 27 42 18 

Give advice to grandchild 4 6 18 lJ 52 7 

Give extra money to gc 2 0 24 24 J6 14 

Argue with grandchild 0 0 2 4 Jl 63 

Get angry with grandchild 0 0 0 4 37 59 

How often would you like 
to visit with grandchild 23 JO J6 9 2 0 

* Frequency given to the nearest whole percent 
1 Daily 2 = Weekly J = Monthly 4 = Yearly 5 
6 = Never 

Seldom 
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Other activities occur on an infrequent basis. Getting 

a ngry or arguing with each other was a rare occurrence for 

this intergenerational sample. A small minority of male 

grandchildren work for grandfather on his farm during the 

summer months, but a majority of grandchildren seldom or 

never work for grandfather or help care for him. More than 

half of t he grandfather/grandchild dyads seldom or never 

participate actively together in games, sports or going on 

trips. Contacts which focus on religion are not as frequent 

as might be expected for this sample. About 60 percent report 

religious contacts occur seldom or never. 

One area of difference is evident when comparing the 

intergenerational reports. Grandfathers apparently give 

advice to grandchildren (28 percent monthly or oftener) at 

a higher rate than grandchildren go to grandfather for 

that advice (8 percent monthly or oftener). 

Ne i ther generation is completely satisfied with the 

relationship as it now exists. In nearly every case, both 

the grandfather and grandchild were desirous of visiting 

more often than they currently do . A vast majority wanted 

to visit monthly or oftener, some even desiring a daily 

visit. This would certa i nly not be the case if the contacts 

were unpleasant. 

Means were computed for the number of contacts occurring 

in each time period as reported by grandfathers and grandchild

ren. The difference between means was tested for significance 

using a t test. Results are summarized in Table 15. 



Table 15 

Mean Frequency of Contacts as Reported by 
Grandchildren and Grandfathers 

1 2 J 4 5 

Grandchildren 1.2 2.9 7.8 16.1 17.8 

Grandfathers l.J 2.7 6.7 12.4 18.7 
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6 

21.9 

12.0 

t Calculated -.297 .18 .51 .819 -.J7 2.J76* 

df " J4 

t significant at .05 level " !2.0J2 

*Significant difference between means 

1 Daily 2 " Weekly J " Monthly 4 
6 " Never 

Yearly 5 Seldom 

Fairly close agreement between the generations was found 

in reporting the frequency of contacts between them . Only 

one frequency showed a significant difference between means . 

Grandfathers reported significantly fewer contacts or activ

ities as never happening than did grandchildren. The possib

ility exists that grandfathers feel a greater responsibility 

toward grandchildren than grandchildren feel toward grand

fathers. This would make it more difficult for grandfathers 

to admit an activity or contact never happens. 

As can be seen in Table 15 , there is a contact on the 

average of slightly more than one per day for this intergen-

erational sample. More activities are happening on a monthly 

basis than on a weekly or daily basis. Many of the activities 

(listed in Tables lJ and 14) seldom or never happen for this 

sample of grandfathers and grandchildren . 
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Ideal Grandfather Role 

Subjects responded to a number of items on a Likert-type 

scale e xamining attitudes and perceptions of an ideal grand-

father r ole. Grandfathers and grandchildren concurred on 

many characteristics of grandfather. At least 90 percent of 

grandfather and grandchild subjects agreed or strongly agre ed 

with the following statements: 

1. Grandfathers can help grandchildren better under
stand their parents. 

2. A child would miss much if he had no grandfathers 
when he was growing up. 

J. Grandfathers are an important source of i nformati on 
about the past . 

4. Grandfathers should be wi lling to listen t o their 
grandchildren's problems and concerns . 

5. I t would be ni ce if young people could l i ve clos e 
enough to their grandfathers t o visit often. 

6 . Grandfathers take personal pride in t heir grand
children's accomplishments. 

7. Grandfathers can teach many special skill s to 
grandchildren. 

Responses to other i tems indicated a strong desire on t he 

part of grandfathers to be independent. Seventy- two percent 

of the grandfathers strongly agreed "It is better f or everyone 

when older people, who can take care of themselves , live in 

their own home or apartment." Forty percent of the grandfat hers 

agreed "Grandchildren should be paid for helping grandfathe r . " 

Fewer grandchildren agreed with grandfather on those and other 

i tems. A summary of the differences be t ween the two cJ a sse s 

of subjec ts on selected i tems may be found on Table 16. 



Table 16 

Comparison of Grandfather and Grandchild Responses 
to Selected Ideal Grandfather Items 

Item Grandfather Grandchild 
A* D A D 

Grandfathers are easier to talk 
to than parents ..................... 58 

Grandfathers would rather spend 
time with others their own age 
than with their grandchildren ....... 25 

It is better for everyone when 
older people, who can take care 
of themselves, live in their 
own home or apartment ............... 9 5 

Grandchildren should be paid 
for helping grandfather ............. 40 

*A = Agree D - Disagree 
Responses given in percentages 

42 37 

75 15 85 

5 66 J4 

60 lJ 87 
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Agreement or disagreement with additional items varied 

somewhat within the two classes of subjects. Within group 

variation was found on the following items: 

1. Grandfathers are too old fashioned or out-of-touch 
to be able to help or relate to their grandchildren. 

2. Grandfather should be the respected patriarchal 
head of the family. 

J. Grandfathers are often too involved with their own 
problems to care about their grandchildren. 

4. Grandfathers would rather spend time with young 
grandchildren than with teenage grandchildren. 

5. Young people today are too advanced to gain much 
from spending time with their grandfathers. 

6. Grandfathers have little influence in the lives of 
their grandchildren. 
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Chi-square analysis was performed to test the item s 

against the dependent variables: age of grandchild, sex of 

grandchild, and age of grandfather. After applying the .Yates 

correction for discontinuity (Miniwn, 1978), responses to only 

three items showed significant differences. One item varied 

significantly with the age of grandfather and two items 

varied significantly with the sex of the grandchild. 

Grandfathers over 75 years of age in this sample d i s

agreed with the statement "Grandfathers would rather sp end 

time with young grandchildren than with teenage grandchildren." 

They are jo i ned in this disagreement by grandf athers in the 

pre-retirement group, although the disagreement is less 

pronounced. The majority of grandfathers aged 66 -75 prefer 

spending time with young grandchildren. The results are 

summarized in Table 17. 

Table 17 

Agree/Disagree Comparison by Age of Grandfather 
for Statement "Grandfathers would rather 

spend time with young grandchildren 
than with teenage grandchildren." 

Agree 
Age of Grandfather No. Percent 

Over 75 years 4 

66-75 years 17 

Under 66 years 6 

To tal 27 

2 degrees of freedom = p . 05 
Chi-square with Yates correction 

27 

65 

40 

6.25 

Disagree 
No. Percent 

ll 73 

9 35 

9 60 

29 

Total 

15 

26 

15 

56 
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Although the data are not significant, other trends were 

noted in analyzing the data by age of grandfather. A majority 

of the middle and younger age group agreed that "Grandfather 

is often too involved with his own problems to care about 

grandchildren." Grandfathers in the oldest age group were 

evenly divided in their agreement and disagreement. The 

majority of grandfathers in the oldest group do not agree 

"Grandchildren should be paid for helping grandfather." The 

other age groups are evenly divided on that item . 

Little variation was found in analyzing the data by age 

of grandchild , but two items varied significantly with the 

sex of the grandchild. Other trends were also observed. 

Data showing significant differences are summarized in 

18 and 19 . 

Table 18 

Agree/Disagree Comparison by Sex of Grandc hild for 
Statement "It would be nice if young people 

could live close enough to their 
grandfathers to visit often." 

Male Female 
No. ---""Percent No:--Percent Total 

Strongly Agree 6 35 20 67 26 

Agree 8 47 10 JJ 18 

Disagree J 18 0 0 J 

Total 17 100 JO 100 47 

2 degrees of freedom = p < . 01 
Chi-square with Yates correction 15.40 



Table 19 

Agree/Disagree Comparison by Sex of Grandchild for 
Statement "Grandfathers take personal pride in 

their grandchildren's accomplishments." 

Male 
No --:-Percent 

Strongly Agree 4 24 

Agree 9 52 

Disagree 4 24 

Total 17 100 

2 degrees of freedom = p< .05 
Chi - square with Yates correction 

Female 
N;;-:--percent Total 

18 60 22 

12 40 21 

0 0 4 

JO 100 47 

7.05 

Females were significantly stronger in agreeing "It 

would be nice if young people could live close enough to 
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their grandfathers to visit often . " They were also signif-

icantly stronger in agreeing "Grandfathers take personal pride 

in their grandchildren's accomplishments." Females felt they 

should enjoy helping to care for grandfather and should do so 

without pay. More male grandchildren wanted pay for helping 

grandfather. 

Hypothesis l(a) stated: Perceptions of grandfather by 

adolescent aged individuals are independent of age of 

adolescents . The findings indicate adolescent perceptions 

and relationships with grandfather remain quite stable over 

the years 14-18. One might anticipate a change with the in-

creased mobility afforded a teenager when he obtains a driver's 
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li ~ ense, but no changes could be dete cted. There were no 

significant findings to indicate that adolescent grandchildren 

14 and 15 years of age perceive grandfather differently than 

those 16 years of age or older . 

Hyp o thesis l(b) stated: Perceptions of grandfather by 

ad o lescen t aged individuals are independent of sex of 

ad o lescen ts. The hypothesis was tested in the null form. 

Fema l e grandchildren had a tendency to value different 

characteristics of grandfather than did male grandchildren. 

Female grandchildren found grandfather enjoyable to be with; 

maJe grandchildren valued the service grandfather gave him. 

Female grandchildren were more positive than male grandchild

ren in describing grandfather. In addition, females felt 

they should enjoy helping to care for grandfather and to do 

so without pay . More male grandchildren wanted pay for 

helping grandfather . 

While the above trends are noted, only two tests pro

duced significant result s . Females indicated significantly 

stronger agreement with: 

1. It would be nice if young people could live close 

enough to their grandfathers to visit often. 

2 . Grandfathers take personal pride in their grand

children ' s accomplishments. 

The evidence points to differences in perception of 

grandfather by male and female adolescent grandchildren, but 

more conclusive evidence is needed to reject the null 

hypothesis. 
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Hypothesis 2 stated: Perceptions of the grandfather 

role by the grandfather is independent of the age of 

grandfathers . Testing the hypothesis in the null form 

produced significant variation on only one item . Grandf athers 

between the ages of 66 and 75 preferred spending time with 

young grandchildren rather than teenage grandchildren. Grand

fathers i n the older and younger age groups did not prefer 

the younger grandchi l dren. Grandfathers experiencing the 

physiological and mental changes of advanced age may feel 

better able to cope with older grandchildren , while grand

fathers who have not yet retired may have less time for 

younger grandch ildren and still enjoy similar interests and 

activities with teenage grandchildren. Insufficient evidence 

was found to reject the nul l hypothesis. 

Hypothesis J stated: Perception of adolescents as 

expressed by grandfathers is independent of age of grandfathers. 

When testing this hypothesis in the null form , no significant 

differences could be found. Differences found in the perception 

of adolescents by grandfathers may be due to factors other 

than age of grandfathers. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Subjects in this study came almost exclusively from the 

dominant r el igion in the geographical area. The adoles cent 

subjects r epresented larger-than-average families as is 

traditional for Mormon people. 

One of the r equi rements for a grandfather/grandchild 

relat ionship is the availabil ity of a grandfather. Evidence 

was found to show that advances in health care and increased 

life span have assisted in making grandfather available to 

many teenage grandchildren. Grandfathers in this study 

ranged in age from 55 to 90 and only nine percent were in 

poor hea l th. Two-thirds of the students lived within one 

hour ' s dr ive of at least one , grandfather and one-fifth of 

thos e lived within walking distance . Of those living greater 

distances away, nearly all grandfather/grandchild dyads 

repor t ed at least a yearly visit a nd maintained telephone 

contact on a regular basis. Grandfathers were available, 

at least geographically, to a majority of the adolescent 

sub j ects in this study. These data give further evidence to 

dispell the "myth of alienation" discussed by Shanas (1979}. 

Nearly half of the students enjoyed the association with 

grandfather most during the e l ement ary years because of mo re 

frequent visits . Evidence of a go od adolescent relat ionship 

exists , however, when JO percent reported the adolescent 

years as most enjoyable a nd ll percent enjoyed grandfather 

at all ages . Decreased visitation may be the result of an 
expanding socia l world as the child grows older. 
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Adolescents appreciated grandfather because he was en

joyable to be with and made them feel good, but were di:;turbed 

at times by his personal habits and behavior. One-fourth of 

the grandchildren found nothing to dislike about grandfather. 

In describing grandfather, female grandchildren were more 

positive than male grandchildren , while male responses more 

nearly approximated grandfather's description of adolescents. 

Over one -third of the grandfathers reported enjoying 

grandchildren at all ages. Of those who did specify, the 

percentage choosing a particular category drops as the age 

of t he grandchild increases. Grandfathers were more comfort-

able communicating with and teaching younger grandchildren. 

Grandfathers in this sample valued the development of 

high moral standards in grandchildren and were less interested 

in achievement and independence. 

Forty-four percent of the grandfathers reported finding 

some personal habits or behaviors of their grandchildren 

distasteful, but 22 percent found nothing to dislike. 

Physical appearance, creating a source of strong controversy 

between generations a few years ago, was listed as a dis t urbing 

characteristic by only two grandfathers. 

Grandfathers were prone to be more negative when des

cribing teenagers than teenagers were in describing grand-

fathers. Onl y one-fourth of the grandfathers , however , gave 

negative descriptions. 

Little disagreement was found in the reported types and 

frequencies of contact between the two generations. 
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Only one frequency showed a significant difference in reporting 

between t he two generations. Grandfathers reported signifi

cantly fe wer contacts or activities as never happening than 

did grandchildren. The more formal contact of exchanging 

gifts at least once a year was experienced by nearly all of 

the grandfather/grandchild dyads. Additional frequent contacts 

were visits and phone calls. Working for or helping to care 

for grandfather were seldom performed activities and may be 

a refle ction of the relatively good health of the grandfathers. 

Some incongruency exists in that both generations agree 

grandfathers should be i nterested in their grandchildren's 

problems and concerns, but few grandchildren go to grandfather 

for advice. 

Both generations expressed a desire for more contact 

than presently experienced. 

The two generations agreed on most qualities of an ideal 

grandfather. He should: 

1. Be available to grandchildren. 

2. Help grandchildren better understand their parents. 

J. Be an important source of i nformation about the past . 

4 . Listen to grandchildren ' s problems and concerns. 

5. Take personal pride in grandchildren. 

6 . Teach grandchildren special skills. 

?. Enjoy spending time with a l l grandchildren. 

8. Be independent. 

Grand f athers indicated a strong need for independence, 

not wan ting t o l i ve with anyone or he dependent on someone. 
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Grandchi ldren , howe ver , were willing to assist grandfather 

without pay and allow him t o reside i n their homes. 

While some variation exists, both generations agreed 

grandfather i s not too old-fashioned or out-of-touch and 

can be influential i n the lives of adolescent grandchildren. 

Conc l usions 

The results confirm a viable adolescent grandchild/ 

grandfather relationship. Residential distance affects this 

relationship, but a majority of grandchildren enjoy geograph

ical and emotional closeness to a grandfather. 

The generations exhibit generally positive perceptions 

of each othe r and demonstrate mutual enjoyment of the 

relationship. Adolescent grandchildren find grandfather 

enjoyable to be with and grandfather is pleased with the 

moral development of his ad olescent grandchild. Some pe r 

sonal habits or behaviors of each generation is distastful 

to the other. 

The generations exchange gifts at least once a year and 

vi sit either in person or by telephone on a regular basi s . 

They seldom argue or get angry with one another, but neither 

do they participate regularly in activities togather. Both 

generations express a need for increased contact and generally 

agree on the type of relations hip desired . 

Insufficient evidence was found to support a hypothesis 

that the perception of the grandfather role by adolescent 

aged individua ls would \·a r y by age or by sex. Some trends 
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were found, however, indicating a need for further research 

particularly in the area of differences by sex of the grand

child. In addition, a few trends were noted in the pe r ception 

of the grandfather role and the perception of adolescents 

by the age of grandfathers. 

The grandfather/grandchild relationship could be a 

satisfying and stabilizing relationship during the teenage 

years--providing acceptance, stability, and kinship support 

during the adolescent ' s transition to adulthood. 

Limitations 

Because of the lack of information regarding grandfather/ 

adolescent grandchild relationships , thi s study was intended 

to be exploratory in nature. Generalization of the results 

are limited by the following: 

1 . While an attempt was made to insure reliability and 

validity of the instrument, it was developed by the researcher 

and used for the first time in the study. 

2. The size of the sample, 47 adolescent students and 

61 grandfathers, was relatively small, but close agreement 

on reported frequency and types of contact improves rel i. ability. 

J. The sample came from one religious background. All 

students and 9J percent of the grandfathers were member s of 

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormon s ). 

This fundamental religion emphasizes the importance of f amilies 

and a patriarchal order. Other populations may value ol der 

male family members in a different way. 



These findings must be considered tentative, but do 

indi cate some areas where research should be directed in 

the future. 

Recommendations 

Grandparenthood may well be a major part of the life 

cycle, and certainly wo r thy of more serious study on the 

part of social scientists . The influence of grandfathers 

in the lives of grandch i ldren over the life span may be 

underestimated . Additional study is needed to further 

clarify this grandfather/grandchild relationship. Some 

possible areas of investigat ion are: 

1 . Why and to what extent do grandfather/grandchild 

relationships vary with the sex of the grandchild? 
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2. In what areas can grandfathers assist in the social/ 

emotional development of the grandchild? 

J. Does the grandfather role change with the developing 

grandch i ld? 

4. How does the grandfather role vary in differing 

cultures or sub-curtures? 

5. How do grandmother and grandfather roles differ? 
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY· LOGAN . UTAH 84322 

DEPARTMENT OF 
FAMILY AND 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
UMC 29 

Dear Nr. 

Your grandchild 
School that has agreed 
teenage grandchildren. 
and we are now in need 

COLLEGE OF FAMILY LIFE 

February 24, 1979 

is in a seminary class at Box Elder High 
to assist with a study about grandfathers and their 
The students have completed their part of the study 

of some information from their grandfathers. 

It would be greatly appreciated if you could take the time necessary to 
fill out the enclosed questionnaire and return it in the stamped self
addressed envelope as soon as possible. 

Be as honest and complete with your answers as you can. There are no 
right or wrong answers. We are only interested in your experience and 
opinion. Neither your grandchild nor anyone e l se will know how you 
answered any question. Please do not put your name on the questionnaire. 

The results obtained will be shared with the seminary class. You might 
be interested in discussing this with your grandchild at a later date. 

Please accept our heartfelt thanks in advance for your assistance . 

Sincerely, 

Norma Johnston 
Project Director 

Glen Jenson, Ph.D 
Associate Professor 
Family and Human Development 
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Follow-up Letter 
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UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY· LOGAN. UTAH 84322 

DEPARTMENT OF 
FAMILY AND 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
UMC 29 

COLLEGE OF FAMILY LIFE 

March 27, 1979 

Dear Mr. 

Several days ago you received an inventory requesting information 

about the relationship of grandfathers and their adolescent grandchildren. 

Our study is nearly completed and we express our sincere gratitude to you 

for your assistance with this project. 

If you have not as yet had an opportunity to complete this inventory, 

would you plaase take a few minutes to fill out the questionnai.re and 

return it so that your opinion and experience can be included in the study . 

We would be happy to replace the questionnaire if it has been misplaced. 

Just call or drop a note to Mrs. Norma Johnston, Rt. 2, Box 328, Brigham 

City, Utah 84302, Phone 723-7603. 

Thank you again for helping us to find out about the role of 

grandfathers in our society. 

Sincerely, 

Norma Johnston 
Project Director 

Glen Jenson, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
Family and Human Development 
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Appendix C 

Adolescent Grandfather Inventory 



UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

UMC 29 
LOGAN, UTAH 84322 

ADOLESCENT GRANDFATHER INVENTORY 

Please do not put your name on this questjonnaire. The labels below asking 
for the names and addresses of your grandfathers wil l be detached and all 
information on this questionnaire will be confidential. Please answer 
all items as truthfully and completely as possible . Check answers as 
appropriate or fill in as necessary. 

1. Your sex: Hale __ Female __ 

2. Year of your birth ------

3. In your family there are how many children? ___ boys _girls 
(Include any who might be nrtl.rried or not living at home). 

You are number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 or more (circle one). 

4. Your religious preference : 

~;~~~!!~-nt:----- ~~~~:~----
Other _____ _ None ____ _ 

5. You consider your religious involvement 

6. Which 
with? 

Active.,-,,---,---,------
:~~e~:~~~~ Active ___ _ 

of your grandfathers do you presently spend the most time 

Maternal Grandfather Paternal Grandfather 
(Mother's Father) -- (Father's Father) --

~ly? ____________________________________________________ _ 

In order to complete this study, it is necessary that your grandfathers 
fill out a similar questionnaire. Please furnish the information 
required in the blanks below. If your grandfather is no longer living, 
write"deceased" in the blank following the word NAME . 
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MATERNAL GRANDFATHER (Mother's Father) PATERNAL GRANDFATHER (Father's Father) 

NAME NAME 

STREET _STREET 

CITY & STATE CITY & STATE 

ZIP CODE ZIP CODE 
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The items on this page are to be answered in relationsh ip to your maternal 
grandfather (mother's father) . If be is not living, skip t his page and page 
3 and go to page 4. Remember all the questions on this page are about your 
grandfather on your mother' s side. 

1. What is the approximate distance. you now live f rom your grandfather? __ _ 

2. How old were you when you most enjoyed your grandfather? __ _years old. 

Why? 

3 . What would you say is the main reason or reasons you now contact or visit 
with your grandfather? (Che c k as many as apply to you). 

Ny ~arents do 
-~-I rl~spect him 

lt i s expected of me. 
____ I enjuy bei.ng with him . 

_____ ___ Othet" (plertse sped. fy) __ _ 

l1 . Li r.t some I.Jords or phrases that best dE:>n·iLe your grandfather to you . 

5 . Hhat is or has been ~'our grandf<.~cher's 111ain occ upar:ion ? ________ _ 

6. What is his present e mployment status? 

__ employed full time. _ ___part time ____ ret .i red __ disabled 

7. Li s t some. of your gra nd fa ther ' s hobbies or interests other than hi s 
occupation. 

H. How does yr;u r grandf<1thE:r's heal Lh seem to you? 

_______ in good health ___ in a;e rage health in poor health 

9. What do you l ike best about your grandf.Jther? 

10 . What do you l i ke leas t about you l grandt·ather? 

1.1. In general, ho~.o.r do you believe ffi1JSt peop le would describe you r gnt ,Idfather? 

·----------



l'his sc~.:tion de i..L l ti wHh the tyv e a nd frequency o( act iviti.es or cont<.~ c ts 

you have wlt!t YE_~.&_!"andfather on your mother's side. PleasE: check one 
b l ank fo r eaclt item. 
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Daily Weekly l :ionthl Yearly Seldom 'Never 

1. Receive gift from grandfather 
I 

_Ci..!_~ift t'2..__S_r,_,a,_,n,_,d:.::fc::a"'t"h'"e_,_r _ _ ___ _ -t---l---+j __ 
3 . Plav game ~ with grandfather _ __ --t----+-----t------r-----t----r-----

1 

5. VJs.it at grandfathe r's hous t- ---t----f-f----+1! ____ +-- --+-----t----

6. Stay overnigll.!__!l! _ _c:;_,I.,__ hous o ____ ---r-----1-----r-- ----j-----t- ----

7 . Go on trips wi~~- 5.randfnthe r --t-------
8 . He lp c c, rc~_a~dfathe r -----1-- -~--t----t---+--l 
9. Work for grand fat he r f --

10. Call grandfather on phone 

11. Receive phone calJ from G.F. 

12 . Go to ch11~~-: h with grandfathet:_ __ - ---t----+----1--·-+----t 
13. Participate in special religious 

rituals or ordinances with G.F. 1---r--+---r--1--
14. Special family programs or 

evenings with grandfather . ---- . f-----+---+--+---t--·
___ - ---· !--------+---+---+----- --

-- f- ·--- ---+----+----+---+--·---+ 

1 7 . ~~~ wit~~----r--· -·+------t----+-----+- ---1 
18. Get angry with grandfather 

19. How often would you like 
to visit grandfa~~r ____ ·~- _ r----

20. Other (ple ase specify) -- - · f--·-i---+--l--+----

--------------- . _j__ ___ j_ ___ - - . -
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The items on this page are to be answered in relationship to your paternal 
grandfather (father's father). If he is not living, skip this page and 
page 5 and go to page 6. Remember all the questions on this page are .1bout 
your grandfather on your fa ther' s side. 

1 . What is the approximate distance you now live from your grandfather? __ _ 

2. How old were you when you most enjoyed your grandfather?__years old. 

Why? ___________________________ _ 

3. What would you say is the main reason or reasons you now con tact or visit 
with your grandfa ther ? (Check as many as apply to you). 

___ Ny parents do It is expected of me 
I respect him ~I enjoy being with him 

=-=Other (Please specify) _______________ _ 

4. List some words or phrases that best describe your grandfather to you. 

5. Whal is or has been your grandfather's main occ upation? ____ _ 

6. WhaL is his present employment status? 

_ _ employed full time ___part time retired __ disabled 

7. LisL some of your grandfather's hobbies or interests other than his 
occupation. 

8. How does your grandfather's heal th seem to you? 

___ in good health __ in average health __ in poor health 

9. What do you like best about your grandfather? 

10 . What do you like least about your grandfather? 

11. In general, how do you believe most people would descr i be your grandfather? 



3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14 . 

15. 

16 . 

17 . 

18 . 

19. 

20. 

This section deals with the type and frequency of activi ties or cont acts 
you have with your grandfather on your f athe r' s side. Please check one 
blank for each item. 

Item Daily Weekl Honthlyl Yearly Se ldom Never 

Receive gift from grandfather 
I 

G iv~ gift t o ·randfather 

Play .,am..:!s witit grandfat her ! 
Participate in s ports wit11 C . F. 

Visit at grandfather ' s house 

Sta:z: ov~rni .,ht at G.F. house 

Co on trips with · randfather 

I 
He lp care for gr.:1ndfather ! 

I 
Work lEL.B..!:andfather I 

Lall g randfather on phone 

Receivi:! _ _phone cal l from G. F. 

Go to ch urch with grandfather 

Partic ipate in special r e ligiou 
ritual s o r ordinances with G. F. 

Spec ial family programs or 
even in ~~ with ~r <mdfathe r 

Go to _g_randfather for advice 

Receive e xtra money from G. F. 

Arg_ue with grandfather 

Get anR rv with ~randfather 

How often would you l i ke 
to visi t grandfather 

Other (please s pecify) 
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Listed below are a number of statements. Each represents a commonly held 
opinion and there are no right or wrong answers. You will probably dis
agree with some items and agree with others. Read each statement care
fully. Then circle the number following the statement to indicate the 
extent to which you agree or disagree. 

If you agree strongly, circle~ 
If you agree, circle 2 

If you disagree, circle l 
If you disagree strongly, circle~ 

1. Grandfathers can help grandchildren better understand 
their parents . 

2 . A grandfather should be more like a good friend than 
a distant relative. 

3. A child would miss much if he had no grand fathers when 
he was growing up. 

4. Grandfa thers are easier to talk to than parents. 

5 . Grandfathers would rather spend time \·lith others their 
own age than with their grandchildren. 

6. Grandfathers are an important source of information 
about the past. 

7. Grand fathe rs a re too old-fashioned or out-of-touch to 
be able to help or relat e to their grandchildren. 

8. Grandfathers should be the respected patriarchal head 
of the family. 

9. Grandchildren should enjoy helping to care for older 
grandparents. 

10. Grandfathers should be willing to listen to their 
grandchildren's problems and concerns. 

11. It is be tter for everyone when older people, who can 
take care of themselves, live in their own home or 
apartment. 

12. Grandchildren should be paid for helping grandfather. 

13. It would be nice if young people could live close 
enough to their grandfathers to visit often. 

14. Grandfathers a re often too involved with their own 
problems to care about their grandchildren. 

1 2 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 

1 2 3 4 

1 2 3 4 
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15 . Grandfathers 1wuld rather spend time with young grand-
children than with teenage grandchildren. 1 2 4 

16. Young people today are too advanced to gain much from 
spending time with their grandfathers. 1 2 3 4 

17. Grandfathers take personal pride in their grand-
children's accomplishments. 1 2 4 

18. Grandfathers have little influence in the lives of 
their grandchildren. 1 2 3 4 

19. Grandfathers can teach many special skills to 
grandchildren. 1 2 3 4 
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Gl<fu~DFATHEK INVENTORY 

i'l~ase do not put your name on this quest ionnair~. Answer a.ll items as 
truthfully and completely as possible. Please check answers as appropriate 
or fill in as necessary. 

1. Year of your birth. ___________ _ 

2 . Number of grandchildren you have __ boys and __ girls. 

Your oldest grandchi l d is ____yea rs old and the youngest is __years old. 

3 . Your religious prefe r e nce: Catholic L.D.S . 
Protestant_ Jewish ____ _ 
Other______ None _____ _ 

4 , You conside r your relig i ous involveml.!nt as: 

__ Active __ Hoderately act ive __ Not active 

5 . W!Ja l age gr.Jndchildren do you most enjoy? 

__ycesch0o.l __ elementary school age __ adolescent __ adult 

\\flly? _____________ _______________ _ 

\.Jha t d o you like best about your adolescent grandchildren? ____ _ 

7 . What do you like least about your adolescent grandchildren? ___ _ 

~. What would you say is the main 
c hildren conta c t or v i s it with 

Their parents do 
They enjoy being with me 

reason or reasons your teenage grand
you? (please check as many as a pply). 

It is expected of them 
They respect me 

__ Other (please specify) __________________ _ 

9. List some words or ph rases that bes t describe teenagers today. 

10. What is or has been your major occ upation? ___________ _ 

11. What is your present employment sta tus ? 

__ employed full time ___pa r t time __ retired __ disabled 

12. List some of your hobbies or interests other than your occupation. 



l. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7 . 

8. 

9 . 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

J8. 

19. 

20. 
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This s ec tion deals with the type and frequency of activities or contacts 
you may have with your teenage grandchildren. Please check one blank for 
~ach item as it applies to the grandchi l d involved in the study. 

Item Daily Week! Monthly! Yearly Se)dom Neven 

! I 

Cive gi f t to grandchild i 
I 

Receive gift from grandchild I 
I I 

Plav ~ames with grandchild I 

Part i cip_ate in sports with G.C. I I 
I 

[ Visit v:ith C . C. at your house -- ---~--- ------, 

Have grandchild stay overnight I i 
Go on trip§ with grandchild I I 
Receive care from srandchild 

I I 
Have "'r .:mdch ild work for you I 

Receive e:hone call from G.C . i 
! 

Call grandchild on tel~_!:\On~ 

Go to church with grandchild I 

Pa rtic ipate in special rel i g i ous I 
rituals or ordinances with G.C. I 

Spec i al family programs or I I 

evenings with grandchild 

Give advice to grandch ild 

Give extra money to G.C . 

Argue with g rand child 

Ge t an•rv with grandchild 

How oft ~n would you like 
to visil with grandchild 

Other (please specify) I I 

I I : 
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Listed below are a number of statements. Each represents a commonly held 
opinion and there are no right or wrong answers. You will probably dis
agree with some items and agree with others. Read each statement care
fully. Then circle the number following the statement to indicate the 
extent to which you agree or disagree. 

If you agree strongly, circle 1 
If you agree, circle l 

If you disagree, circle 1 
If you disagree strongly, circle i 

1. Grandfathers can help grandchildren better understand 
their parents. 

2. A grandfather should be more like a good friend than 
a distant relative. 

3. A child would miss much if he had no grandfathers when 
he was growing up. 

4. Grandfathers are easier to talk to than parents. 

5. Grandfathers would rather spend time with others their 

1 3 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 4 

1 3 4 

own age than with their grandchildren . 1 2 3 4 

6. Grandfathers are an important source of information 
about the past. 1 2 3 4 

7. Grandfathers are too old-fashioned or out-of-touch to 
be able to help or relate to thei r grandchildren . 

8. Grandfathers should be the respected patriarchal head 
of the family. 

9. Grandchildren should enjoy helping to care for older 
grandparents. 

10. Grandfathers should be willing to listen to their 
grandchildren's problems and concerns. 

11. It is better for everyone when older people, who can 
take care of themselves, live in their own home or 
apartment. 

12 . Grandchildren should be paid for helping grandfather. 

13. It would be nice if young people could live close 
enough to their grandfathers to visit often. 

14. Grandfathers are often too involved with their own 
problems to care about their grandchildren. 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 2 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 

1 3 4 
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15. Grandfathers would rather spend time with yo ung grand-
children than with teenage grandchildren. 1 2 3 4 

16. Yo un g people today are too advanced to gain much from 
'pending time with their grandfathers . 1 3 4 

17. Grandfathers take persona l pride in their grand-
children' s accomplishments. 1 2 3 4 

18. Grandfathers have little influence in the lives of 
their grandchildren. 1 2 3 4 

19. Grandfathers can teach many special skills to 
gr andchildren. 1 3 4 
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