
Utah State University Utah State University 

DigitalCommons@USU DigitalCommons@USU 

All Graduate Theses and Dissertations Graduate Studies 

5-1970 

A History of the Future Homemakers of America in Utah From A History of the Future Homemakers of America in Utah From 

1945 to 1970 1945 to 1970 

Ruth Atkinson 
Utah State University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd 

 Part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Atkinson, Ruth, "A History of the Future Homemakers of America in Utah From 1945 to 1970" (1970). All 
Graduate Theses and Dissertations. 2945. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd/2945 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by 
the Graduate Studies at DigitalCommons@USU. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in All Graduate Theses and 
Dissertations by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@USU. For more information, please 
contact digitalcommons@usu.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/gradstudies
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fetd%2F2945&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fetd%2F2945&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd/2945?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Fetd%2F2945&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@usu.edu
http://library.usu.edu/
http://library.usu.edu/


A HISTORY OF THE FUTURE HOMEMAKERS 

OF AMERICA IN UTAH 

FROM 1945 TO 1970 

by 

Ruth Atkinson 

A thesis submitted in partial fulfillment 
of the requirements for the degree 

of 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

in 

Home Economics Education 

UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY 
Logan, Utah 

1970 



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

Th e writer is tndebted to Mr s . Ma rie N. K r ue g er, who ~erved 

as committee cha1rman from the D epartment of Home Eccnomics 

Educa ti on, Utah State University, for her continual h e lp and 

guida nce 1n th e writi ng o f thi s thes is. A thank you is also e xtende d 

t o Mts s C. Aileen Encks e n, Homemaking S p ectalist, State B ard of 

Educa tion , and state adviser to the Utah Futur e Homemakers of 

America, for her suggesting and encouraging th e s tudy o f th is 

thesis. I would a l so lik to thank the ocher member s of my com

m i ttee, Dr . Ros s R. All n, and D r . C . Jay Skidmore, for th e ir 

interest in th 1s project. 

Ftnally, I am indebted to my family for their support a nd 

e ncouragem nt which helped m e comple t e this study. 

Ruth Atkins n 

11 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

LIST OF TABLES 

LIST OF FIGURES 

ABSTRACT 

Chapter 
I. INTRODUCTION 

Objectives 
Procedures 

Page 
ii 

v 

vi 

vii 

2 
3 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 4 

'lll. FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA BEGIN 8 

Summary 

IV. UTAH FHA PARTICIPATES IN PROJECTS 

Inteirnational Projects 
National Projects 
State Projects 
Local Projects . 
Degree Program 
Summary 

V. UTAH FUTURE HOMEMAKERS ASSEMBLE 

Nationa l Conventions 
National Executive Council Meeting 
Natio nal L eadership Conference 
Nat · ona l Delegates M ee ting 
Na tional Sub - Regional Meetings 
State Conve ntions . 
State Regional M ee tings 
State Leadership M ee tings 
Summary 

iii 

12 

1 3 

15 
16 
22 
23 
24 
25 

27 

27 
38 
38 
38 
39 
40 
45 
48 
49 



TABLE OF CONTENTS (Continue d) 

VI. SUMMARY 

Recommendations 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDIX 

VITA 

i v 

Page 

50 

53 

54 

56 

66 



LIST OF TAB LES 

Table 

I. Utah membership 

2. State officers 

3. Meetings and conventions parti c ipated in 
by the Utah organization 

Page 

56 

57 

63 



LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 

l. Pi c ture of Donna Sparks 

2 . Pi ct ure of Karen Ketchie 

3. P icture of C. Aileen Ericksen 

4. Pi c ture of Mayla Mitch e ll 

vi 

P age 

3 1 

32 

36 

37 



ABSTRACT 

A History of the Future Homemakers of America 

in Utah from 1945 to 1970 

by 

Ruth Atkinson, Master of Science 

Utah State University , 1970 

Major Professor: Mrs. Marie N. Krueger 
Department: Home Economics Education 

Information on the Future Homemakers of America at the 

national, state, and local level was studied and compiled, such as 

publications, scrapbooks, personal material, and other records . 

It was found that the Utah organization of the Future Homemakers 

of America has fo llowed the nationally outlined program for projects, 

activities, and meetings. The projects worked on within th e state 

seem t o have supported the e ight stated purposes of th e Future 

Homemakers. 

It was shown that Futur e Home makers representing Utah 

have attended all of the national meetings for the past twenty-five 

years. Utah has contributed only five nationa l officers . Studen t 

officers have planned and conducted the meetings and conventions 

of th e Future Homemakers of America in Utah. 

(73 pages) 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Most writers and authorities in the fields of Sociology and 

Family Life recognize that many American famili es are under a 

great deal of stress. A high divorce and separation rate supports 

this pr e mise . One way of combating this problem is to deve lop in 

youth stronger family cohesiveness through betterment of self, 

development of a better understanding of others, improvement of 

homemaking skills, and an awareness of th e ro le of the homemake r 

in the family. 

The Future Homemakers of America is a high school organ

ization that specifically seeks the goal of strengthening th e family. 

The Future Homemakers' over-a ll goal of "learning to l ive be tter 

today in order that our lives and those of our famil ies m ay be better 

tomorrow, " shows the importance placed on families by thi s 

organization. 

Th e Future H omemakers of America organization, as well as 

many other organizations, could find it useful to have a written 

h is tory of their organization. History helps form the basis for 

inte lligent ac tion now, enables planning for th e future, and gives a 

sense of identity and belonging . A written history of the Future 

Homemakers could be us ed by interested persons as a guide to what 

has been accomplish e d in th e past and as an indicator of th e results 
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of future actions in like situations. 

The Future Hom e makers of America in the State of Utah has 

been organized since 1945, During this time, the stat e FHA 

association has accumulate d r eco rds, such as minutes of state 

board meetings and state conventions, state and national publi

cations, business letters, state scrapbooks and national proje c ts, 

which have affected the state organization. At the pre sent time 

there is no compilation or interpretation of these mate ria ls. It 

is th e proposal of the writer to write the history of the Futur e 

Hom e maker s of America within the State of Utah. Th e writer will 

be looking a t the data in terms of proj ec ts, activiti es, a nd m ee tings 

a t the state l eve l. 

Obj ectives 

As noted, there is a lack of a compi lation and interpr e tation 

of information conc erning the Future Homemakers of America within 

th e State of Utah. 

Th e major purpose of this stud y will be to compile th e records 

availabl e a nd interpr e t some of the c hanges that have take n pla ce 

within th e organization. 

In pa r ticular, th e following questions wi ll be considered in 

writing. 

1. Has th e Utah organization followed th e National organization 1 s 

outlined program for proj ec ts a nd a ctivi ties ;? 

2. Did th e Utah g roup he lp in forming the National organiza tion ? 

3. Has Utah contributed to Nationa l leadership? 

4. Have the proj ects worked on s upporte d th e e ight stated p urposes 

of th e organization? 
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Proc edur e 

Historical method is largely a matter of reasoning about 

sources and th e data they contain. Th e manner in which th e writer 

acquires this data, classifies it as primary or secondary. As 

primary sources are genera lly more re liable, they are na turally 

relied upon heavily. In order to achieve an objective history, the 

follo wing sourc e s of data will be used in writing this history: 

l. State records, s uch as m inutes o f state board m ee tings and 

state conve ntions. 

2. State a nd national publications of the FHA. 

3. Busines s letters. 

4. State scrapbooks. 

5. National records whi c h affect th e state organization . 



CHAPTE R II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Although the Futu re Homemakers of America has been in 

existence for nearly twenty-five years , a limited number of studies 

are avai lable concerning the organization, and particular ly histories 

at the state and national level. 

As this study concerns the history of a volunta r y organization, 

histories of other similar organizations were reviewed and evaluated 

as to the method o f compilation used, and types o f source material 

gathered. 

Method: 

There are basically two m e thods of ordering materia l s in a 

history, l. chrono logically, and 2. topi ca lly. Neither of thes e 

methods used alone is the anwer to writing an interesting, accurate 

history. A combination is usually us ed because it adds interest 

and readability. 

All of the organizations studied used a combination of the two 

methods. Case , in her study of the P e p Club at Ogden High School, 

broke the seventeen years being studi ed into thr ee natural divisio ns 

of four, three, and five years each. Within these chronological 

divisions, topi ca l ordering was used to cover such areas as proj ects , 

activities, and selection of officers. 1 

1
Helen B. Case, History and Function of th e Pep Club at Ogden 

High School, Unpublish ed Master's T hesis , Utah State University, 
Logan, Utah, 1946. 



Reck, in his study of the 4-H
1

; Marden, in his study of the 

Rotary Club
2

; Bender, Clark, and Taylor, in their history of the 

FFA
3

; Pickett, in her book on the National Red Cross
4

; and 

Richardson and L oomis, in their study of the Boy Scouts 5, used the 

his torical approach. That approach was mainl y topical with 

chronological order being used within each topic . The history of the 

Relief Society also used this approach. 
6 

Sources: 

The sources used in histories are most important. To insure 

validity, primary sources should be used as much as possible. 

Primary sources are those which an eye-witness or participant has 

recorded. Also classified as primary sources are minutes of 

meetings, autobiographies, officia l papers, and documents of the 

organization. Secondary sources are of value when viewed criti -

cally. These include newspaper accounts when not written by an 

5 

1 
F. M . . Reck, The 4-H Story: a History of 4-H C l ub Work (Chicago, 

Illinois: National Committee on Boys and Girls Club Work, 1951). 

2c. F . Marden, Rotary and Its Brothers (Princeton, New Jersey: 
Princeton University Pre ss, 1935) . 

3
R . Bender, R. Clark, and R. Taylor, The FFA and You (Danville, 

I llinois: The I nters tate Printers and Publishers, I nc . , 196 7) . 

4s. E. Pickett, The American National Red Cross: Its O rigin, 
Purp oses and Service (New York: The Century Co., 1923). 

5
N. E. Richardson and A. E. L oomis, The Boys Scout Movement 

Applied by the Church (New York: C. Scribner's Sons, 19 15) . 

6
The General Board of Relief Society, History o f Relie f Socie t y 

(Sa l t Lake City, Utah: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints, 1967). 
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eye-witness, previously written histories, and other information 

not written by an eye-witness. 

Actual participation in the organization was a source used by 

Marden in his history of the Rotary Club. Case was involved in the 

Ogden Pep Club as its adviser. Peterson in his study of the Lions 

Club also used personal participation as a source of information . 
1 

Most organizations have their own publications from which to 

find information about that organization. The Ogden Pep Club didn 't 

have th eir own publications, but the club used the materials found 

in the school newspaper. 

Records of each organization were used, such as minutes of the 

meetings, membership records , and sma ller histories which had 

been compiled. Information found at the national leve l helped in the 

histories of the Rotary, 4-H, Lions, R e lief Society, Red Cross, and 

Boy Scouts. 

P ersonal interview was a tech ni que used by Case, Pickett, 

G e nera l Board of Relief Society, Peterson, Reck, and Marden. 

In summary, there are two m e thods of organizing historical 

material, l. chronologically, and 2. topically. All of the histones 

reviewed used a combination of these two methods. 

T here are many sources of information available from which to 

write a history of an organization. Among these are: Minutes o f 

m ee t ing , m em bership records, organizations publications , and 

1
E . L. P e te rson, A Comparison of Certain Membership and 

Activity Characteri stic s of Rural a nd Urban Lio ns Club s in Utah , 
Unpublished dissertation (Ph . D.), Utah State University, Logan, 
Utah, 1957. 



recor d s at th e national l e vel. Personal par t icipa tion was u sed as 

we ll as perso nal interview in wri ting histor ies of organ i za tio n s . 

7 



CHAPTER III 

FUTURE HOMEMAKERS OF AMERICA BEGIN 

The future homemakers of America is a national organization of 

boys and girls studying homemaking in junior and senior high schools. 

It is sponsored jointly by the U.S. Office of Education and by the 

American Home Economics Association (AHEA); cooperating groups 

are the National Education Association (NEA) and the American 

Vocational Association (AVA). 

Th e home economics e ducation program in the secondary schools 

is the foundation on which th e Future Homemakers program i s built . 

The secondary school's home economics program is based primarily 

on strengthening family life through: 

1. 
2 . 
3. 

4. 

Educating the individual for family living. 
Improving the services and goods used by famili es. 
Conducting research to discover the changing needs 
of .~n dividue, ls and families and the means of 
satisfying these needs. 

1 Furthering community, national and wor ld conditions. 

Th e Future Homemakers organization provides a framework in 

which youth-planned and yo uth -directed activities can be ex tended 

beyond the classroom. 

High school home economics clubs are not a recent development. 

As early as 1920, various high school home economics clubs developed 

throughout the United States, functioning independently, each having 

1
Hazel M. Hatcher and Mildred E. Andrews, The T eachin~ of 

Homemaking, 2nd Edition (Bo ston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 196 )p. 172. 
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its own name. These sta t e and local clubs were sponso red in general 

by three groups: Home economics supervisory staffs of state 

departments of e du ca tion; the department of student clubs of th e AHEA; 

and ho m e economics depa rtme nts in colleges and univers iti es. 
1 

With so many clubs and s p onsors , no unified program exi ste d a m ong 

th e s tates . O nly tho se groups sponsored b y the AHEA had any 

affiliation with a national orga niza tion . 

With increased numbers, the problem of a satisfactory club 

organization became a serious problem to edu cators in the field of 

home economics , as we ll as to th e club sponsors. T hose invol ved 

f e lt a nee d fo r di rec tion in progra m d eve lopment and recogni tio n 

beyo nd th e individual schoo l s . 

In t he past, adul ts had planne d a nd conducted m ee ting s. Stude nt 

l ead ership at the district and state l eve l had a better chance for 

deve l opmen t through a national organization s pecifi ca lly for youth . 

The val ue to studen ts who participated in their existing club o r gan-

i zation s p o ns ore d by th e AHEA a nd the e nthu s iasm shown in s ta t e 

and national meetings of th e home econom i cs clubs gave evide n ce that 

a more ext ensive national p rogra m would be va luable to th e youn g 

p eopl e who par ti cipated. 

M any p eople f e lt that it would give n ew life to the progra m if 

the gir l s had an o ppor tunity to have their own national organization. 

Separate meetings co uld be condu cted by yo ung peo ple for young 

p eople, spons ored by one national organization . 

1
B ereni ce M a llory , "A Founda.tion F or P rogress," T een T imes, 

XXI , No.4 (1966) 2-3. 
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In the summer of 1943, the problem of reorganizing the home 

economics club program was discussed by interested leaders. That 

fall the president of AHEA, the chairman of the department of home 

economics in the NEA, the vice -president of home economics in the 

AVA, and th e chief of the home economics educa tion service o f the 

U.S. Office of Education met and discussed the future direction of 

the high school home economics club program. 

At a meeting of the executive commi ttee of the AHEA in January, 

1944, four members were assigned to arrange for a conference of 

club leaders in March. At that time, club leaders representing 

nineteen sta tes met in Chicago and started plans for developing a 

national organization of high school home economics clubs. Another 

meeting was held in June , 1944. An interim co mmittee, selected 

from those attending the March, 1944, meeting, student represen t-

atives of home economics club groups and their adivsers, initiated 

plans for the development of a national organization . The AHEA and 

the home economics education branch o f the U.S. Offi ce o f Education 

became co-sponsors o f the organization . The NEA, through its 

department of home economics, and the AVA, through its home 

economics section, became cooperating groups. 
1 

In the fall of 1944, th e first national adviser was employed for 

the organi zation with head quarters in Washington, D. C. Through

out the United States, in the spri ng of 1945, twelve sub-regional 

meetings of high schoo l home economics club members were he ld 



to further develop plan s for th e national organization a nd to 

nominate th e first national officers. At these meetings s tude nts 

11 

gave recommenda tions as to c lu b nam e , motto, purposes , const i -

tution , and by-laws. After the stud e nt de legates gav e their sta t e 

repor t s th ey set up crite ria to be used in making th eir decisions 

as to the club organization, and eva luate d a ll recomm e ndations 

by these criteria. A student ca ndidate for the designated office of 

the twelve regions of the U.S . was e l ec t e d at e ach of the twe lv e 

m ee ting s . T hese nationa l o fficers for 1945-46 met in Chicago, 

June 11-1 6, 1945 , as the exec uti ve council of the new organization 

and discussed th e recomm enda tions of th e twelve regional groups . 

Th e exec utive council fo r mulate d a constitution , and a Program of 

Work under wh i ch the organization would o p erate for the year. Th e 

name, Future Homemake rs o f America , was s e l ec te d and various 

oth er decision s were made. 

Thus, FHA began. It s tarted with forty-two affi l iate d s ta t e 

associations; 2 , 487 chapters ; 92 ,51 6 members ; and $7, ZO O loaned 

by the AHEA . 
1 

Utah has been invo lved with the FHA since its b eginning. 

Various high school home economics clubs had bee n fun ctio ning 

within th e state prior to 1945 . A Utah group of high school home 

econ omics club m e mbers attended th e f irs t sub- regional m ee ting 

in the spr i ng of 1945 at F ort Collins , Colo rado . Th e y s ubmi tte d 

th ei r s ugg estions and ideas as to the name, motto , fu nction, and 

co n sti tutio n of th e new organization . Th e Utah gro up suggeste d 
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that individua l and group d eve lopment be included in the plan. T hey 

a l so felt that home d evelopment in all nations should be studied in 

the areas of social, profe ssional, and community living. 
1 

At that meeting, one national officer was e l ec t ed from the 

Pacific C sub-region. She was Margaret Worlton f rom L ehi, Utah. 

She held the office of Public Relations Chairman. With her help 

and th e help of carry-over officers from th e old student club 

organization, the FHA in Utah was started. 

Summary 

The national organization of the Future Homemaker s of 

America evo l ved from the many home economics clubs throughout 

th e country. It was organized because the m embers themse lves 

felt a desire to deve lop in a new direction. Many peopl e helped 

in this development of a national organization. Utah a long with 

other states sent a delegation to the planning m ee tings. Utah had 

home economics clubs for severa l years, and thus was able to 

furnish worthwhile s uggestions at these m ee tings. Utah provide d 

one of the first national officers, Margaret Worlton. 

1
Myrtle Lambert, P ersonal notes of th e March , 1945, sub - regional 

meeting at Fort Collins, C olorado. 



CHAPTER IV 

UTAH FHA PARTICIPATES IN PROJECTS 

To help the Future Homemakers carry out the objective of 

helping individuals improve personal, family, and community 

living, they follow a national Program of Work. The Program of 

Work is a plan of action designed to reflect the concerns, interest, 

and responsibilities of youth. It changes with th e needs and wants 

of the members. As conditions throughout the country change, the 

Program of Wo rk changes . The projects and objectives of the 

Program are youth-planned by national officers and other members 

in all states. Since the members themselves suggest the projects, 

they are geared to the present time and interest of the members. 

The area of emphasis within the Program itself is selected each 

year by the state executive council. This is adopted by the lo cal 

chapters that feel it is of specia l interest to them. Other chapters 

select from the Program of Work, areas that would suit their 

particular interests and/or needs. The exp eriences suggested may 

be adapted for use by rural or urban schoo l s. A national Program 

of Work makes it possible for chapter members across the country 

to work toward common goals . This program, as well as all 

national and state projects, is only a suggested activity; each chapter 

is free to work on only th ose projects which it feels will benefit the 

members in that particular chapter. 
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The Prog ram of Work is based on the eight purposes of the 

organization which are: 

l. To promote a growing a pprecia tion of the joys 
and satisfact ions of homemaking. 

2. To emphasize the impor tance of worthy home 
membership. 

3 . T o encourage democracy in home and comm unity 
life. 

4. To work for good home and family life for all. 
5 . T o promote international good wi ll. 
6. To foster the development of crea tive leadership 

in home and community life. 
7. T o encourage wholesome individual and g r oup 

recrea tion. 
8. To fu rther interest in home economics, home 

1 economics careers , and re lated occupation s . 

All projects, activities, and mee tings are planne d to fulfill 

one or more of these p urposes . O rigina lly, a new Program of 

Work was publi shed each year. Now, a new one is publi shed 

every four years . 

All projects are on four l eve ls: internationa l, national, 

state and local. The international p rojects are those sel ected by 

the nationa l executive council , which help p romo te international 

good wi ll and understanding of other nations. T he t welve e l ec t e d 

national officers with t he nationa l adviser and the associate national 

adviser serving as official a dvisers , make up this counci l. 

Th e national proj ects are also dev elop e d by the national 

executive council , and they complement th e national P rogram of 

Work. 

T he s tate officers decide upon th e state projects. Many times , 

th e natbna l project is adopted as a state project. Converse l y , a 

for F uture Homemakers of America, (Washing ton, 
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state project, which has been well accepted, may become a national 

project. Information is given to the chapters within the state as to 

the purpose and objective of the state project. Utah has not selected 

a state project each year but only when a particular ne e d was felt 

by the state executive council. The local projects, selected by the 

members of the individual clubs, are those which will benefit the 

members, thei r school, home, or community. 

International Projects 

One of the first international projects was that of the World 

Christmas Festival. After World War II, children of war-devastated 

countries appreciated any item, so chapters collected money and 

used clothing to be sent to these countries as Christmas gifts. As 

conditions in these countries improved, used clothing was less 

desirable as Christmas gifts. Therefore, the girls were encouraged 

to contribute new items, and some chapters held fund raising parties 

with an international theme . The money earned was used to purcha se 

needed items for students in another country. This project la s ted 

from 1945 to 1955. It was discontinued because of the improved 

conditions in these countries. 

In 1947, the national executive council voted to start a project 

of adopting home economics classes in other countries . Chapters in 

Utah adopted schools in G ermany . The chapters sent home econo

mics supplies which the schools needed such as hand soap, pencils, 

pape r, and fabric. 

As a result of the adoption of foreign classes, another project 

was begun--that of foreign pen pals . The girls communicated with 
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students their own age in other coun t ries. Th ey exchanged tra

ditions and other info rmation which both found interesting. Because 

of its s ucc ess , this project is s till b eing carried on t oday . 

The United Nations Educational, Scientic and Cultura l Organ

ization ( UNESCO) Gift Coupon Plan began as an i nternat ional 

p rojec t dur ing the 1951-52 year. T his was a plan whereby FHA 

chapters sent gift coup ons to fore ig n coutries to be used in fu r n ish

ing schools with needed supplies and equipment. O ver the years, 

many chapters within Utah have elected to support this projec t. 

One chapter in particular , Union H i gh School FHA in R oosevel t , 

headed by Mrs. Lois H. L eavitt , has received eleven gold awards 

for sizeabl e concri bu tions made each year to UNESCO. 

National P roj c t s 

T he national executive council in 1946 decided tha t the first 

week of November wou ld be designa t ed as Natwnal FHA Week . 

During this week, chapters told their schools , communities , and 

families the story of the FHA , 1ts goals, objectives, activities, 

and i t s acco mplishments. Thi s was done on a chapter basis. 

Some chapt ers had conflicts wi t h the national week so they 

celebrated i. t as close t o th<c designated week as pos si ble . Some 

ac t ivities carrie d on by th e members during this week were: 

a s semblies w~th a message abo ut FHA, contes ts centered aro und 

knowledge of activi t ies, poste .cs supporting the p rogram, talks 

1n community groups, and specia. l soe1a l s wh i ch included fam ily 

m e mbers. 
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In 1951, several chapters used radio programs planned by the 

girls as a means of communicating the FHA program to others. 

Another popular activity during FHA Week was gro up attendance 

at church meetings . This activity supported several purposes of 

the FHA such as providing wholesome individua l and group r ecre 

ation and working for good home and family life for all. 

Dances in cooperation with the Future Farmers of America 

(FFA) were held by some chapters during FHA Week. This was 

usually a Harvest Ball where a King and Queen were selected. 

In 1955, the National FHA Week was changed from a natio nal 

project to a chapter project. FHA Week was changed from 

November to the first full week in April unless it confliced with 

Easter. 

Probably one of the most successful FHA Weeks held in Utah 

was during the 1967-68 school year. Th e state project for the 

year was beautification. Most of th e chapters within the s tate 

choose FHA Week to work o n their beautification projects. Th e 

usual assemb lies, contests, posters, bulletin boa r ds, announce

m e nts and showcase displays were used but with the theme of 

beautification. Provo High School FHA made flower arrangements 

to h e lp beautify the school office; Roy High School FHA m e mbers 

pulled weeds around the school and football stadium, and Box 

Elder Chapter polished all o f th e school's trophies and showcases . 

Some schools pu.rcha.sed trash cans, sponsor e d locker clean-outs, 

cleaned up cemetaries, clea n d school buses, and cleane d school 

desks. They helped in m a ny d i fferent ways to bea utify t he schools, 
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In 19 49, a new national project was started, " F amilies 

Together." Chapter s were encourag e d to s p onsor programs and 

projects wi t h , or for, thei r fami lies. Th ey could b e fo r all t he 

members' famil ies , as a group, or members could do so m e 

thing as individuals for their families. This project highlighted 

th e fourth purpose of the organizat io n, that of working for g ood 

ho me and family life fo r all. It also s uppor ted the seventh 

pu r p ose , e ncouraging wholesome i ndividual and group recreation. 

O ver t he years, many other activities have been used t o carry 

ou t this project . F amily nights have been popular, as have 

mothers and daughters teas, daddy-date nights, and panel 

discussions o n family problems. A par ticula r ly ambitious 

activity was undertaken in 195 1 by some chapters in Utah. 

Th ey planned and carried out a party for a ll famil y members 

of all the members in their chapter . T his required the planning 

of activities s uitabl e fo r a ll age group s . In order to do thi s , 

the girls had to stud y the characteristics of different ages t o 

d e termi ne what activities would suit them best. 

Th e FHA began cele b rating United Nations Day in 1951. 

During the fi rs t year celebration, many schoo ls in t he s tate 

wer e prese nted with UN flags which were m a d e by the F HA 

m e m bers . So me chapters had UN banquets where foods o f 

o ther na tions were prepared by the FHA members . Assemblies 

have been p resen ted by the F HA girls where gues t s peakers 

fro m foreign countries have spoken. UN Day a s a na tio na l 

p roj ec t was d i sco n tin ued in 1953. It was, however , suggested 

that chapters contin ue to celebrat <'! it as a chapter project. 
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In 1953, a new national proj ect, "C i vi l Defense and Safety," 

was started. Th e nationa l council felt that civil defense was a 

concern for every true American and that the youth of this country 

would b e important member s of the civil d e f e nse team . 
1 

M embers 

were to equip th e mo st protected area in th e ir house for safety , 

prepare a first aid kit and learn how to use it, l earn rules of 

fire prevention, maintain a three-day supply of food and water, 

and learn the alert signals. 
2 

This project c o ntinued for several 

years as a natio nal project and was selec t ed as a tate project 

in 1959. 

In 1956 , a new national project was established. It was 

centered around t he " T een Age Consumer." Chapters throughout 

the s tate participated, many th ro ugh th e classroom. F ood labels 

were s tudi e d, as were good buyi ng techniques. As a cla ss project, 

student s were sent out to compare prices on selected items from 

different stores to see if they were the same. The m embers 

were also encouraged to do th eir home shopping for a week. The 

use of credit a nd understanding family values as they re late to 

th e consumption of goods an d services were also stressed under 

this p roject. 

Utah was selected to participate in a tr ial national project in 

1963. The project was entitled "Target--Fami ly Fun." The goal 

o f this project was to develop b e tter understanding and appreciation 

o f families through recreatwn. T he ten chapters throughout the 

1
T een T i me s , (Fall, 1953) p. 1. 

2
Ibid. 



state participating in this project were Bear River, Cyprus, 

Pleasa nt Grove, Union, Ma nti, Monti ce llo , Cedar City, 

Escalante , Juab, and Emery. 
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Ea ch chapter that pa rticipate d evaluated thi s projec t th rough 

th e use of a survey sheet . On thi s sheet the chapters reporte d 

how they implemented the project i nto th eir program and how 

successful it was. The Utah chapters sent their conclusions, 

a long with parti cipating chapters thro ugho ut the country, to the 

nati onal e x ecutive council who u sed them to determ i ne the fu r ther 

use of this project . 
1 

Th e counci l evaluated th e p roject , and 

decide d not to use it as a natio na l proj ec t . 

In the national Program of Work for 1962-65 there were fiv e 

projects worked on within th e state. The first one was "You a nd 

Your Va lues." This proj ec t was plann ed to help membe r s work 

toward a better unde r s tanding of themselves. It was felt that by 

understanding th emsel ves and their own pro blems bette r, th ey 

would unders tand o th er p eopl e be tter a ls o . One chapter which 

par t icipate d ha d each girl list her values at the beginning o f the 

year ; th e n , after working on this p roj ct, make ano th er list and 

compare them t o see if her va l ues a nd att i tudes had changed. 

Th e second projec t, " F ocus on F a m ily Friendships ," was 

used t o h e lp th e yo uth realize the impo rtance o f communicating 

fre e ly wi th fa m cly members . T he importance of love a nd under 

standing in the family was s t ressed . At l eas t thir ty chapters in 

Utah participated i n this project. 

1
Utah Futur e H o m emakers Newslette r, XV, No .2 ( 1964) 3 . 
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"Marriage Calls fo r Preparation" was the thir d proj ec t for 

the year. This pro j ec t was u sed to help the girls realize what is 

involved in a marriage and learn to take a ll advantages in pr e 

paring for it. 
1 

Thi s proj ec t was incorporated into homeliving 

classes wh e re the girls studied techniques for improving ma r r iage. 

Several chapters sponsored talks by religious leaders and other 

professionals on th e subject o f marriage . Chapters invited young 

marr ie d couples and case workers to th e ir meetings to d isc u ss 

marriag e problems . 

"Stay ing in Schoo l" has been s tr essed by e d ucators and b y th e 

FHA. Th e project e mpha sized the importance of e ducatwn and 

vocational training . Stres s was placed on being prepar e d for 

taking ones plac e in society through e duca tion in various pha ses 

for b ecoming a productive ci tiz e n. High school counselors s p o k e 

a t several chapter meetings. Info r matio n o n drop-outs was 

pr e sente d, and th e girls helped s p onsor Stay i n Schoo l posters a nd 

activities 1n th e i r schoo l s . 

• Th e fifth pr oJeCt, "Actio n for C i ti ze ns hip," stressed that b emg 

a productive citizen was just as important as bei ng a good family 

m e mber. T his proj ec t emphasized tha t youth must lear n to accept 

respo nsiblit y and he lp out in their own communities . Cha pters 

through o ut the state chose to carry-o ut this p roject in a number o f 

ways. Some chapters had s tud en t co un c il s as f ea tured gues ts, whi l e 

others had thei r loca l sheriff, or highway patrolman prese nt a 

progra m . 

1
Ibi d. (April , 1963)p. 7. 
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State projects are those designed by the state officers as 

worthwhi l e activities from which chapters may benefit. T hey are 

only sugges ted, and the chapters are free to develop them as they 

f eel necessary. 

One of th e fi rst state projects was that o f a scholarship fund 

financ ed by membership dues. It was initiated in 1952 with t he 

first scho larship being awarded in the spring o f 1953. Th e $ 200 

scholarship was to be given each year to an outs tanding FHA member 

who attended a Utah college of her choice and pursued a career i n 

home economics. Th e first scholarship awardee was Carol H arward 

of L oa . 

The larges t single p roject carried on in Utah during th e 1945-46 

year was the Community Canning R elief Projec t involving chapters 

throughout the s tate . T he FFA cooperated with the FHA m making 

thi s project successful. In th e fall of 1945, th e FFA and FHA picke d 

and gathered fruits and vegetables and assembled the produce at the 

canning ce nters in the state. M os t of the food was donated b y persons 

within the sta t e . Several of the FFA m e mbers raised live tack as 

donations to this project. Wh i l e some cha pters gathered the food, 

others canned and la be led it. Some schools contributed food a nd t i m e . 

Others co ntribu t e d mon ey which was used for t ranspor tation, super

visio n, cans , sugar, and other needed supplies . T ht. Unite d Natio ns 

National R e lief Association se nt th e food to foreig n countries fo r 

distribution. M any s tates helped with this p roject. T ht. ca10ning for 

for eign co unt ries s uppo rted one of th e purposes o f th e FHA, the 

p romo tion o f good will. 



Local Projects 

In their chapter activities, Future Homemakers 
place major emphasis on the fami ly and the welfare 
of all family members. These activities are 
designed to broaden their home economics class 
room experiences, while working toward the 
over-all goal of "he lping individuals impr'lve 
persona l , family, and com munity Living. rr 
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Th e thousands of proj ects conducted annually are as diverse as 

the needs and interests of the members . Loca l chapters use state 

and national projects as well as their own. 

In 1947, one chapte r made ZOO p arachutes to be used by Sever 

H a lverson in his project "Lo llipops over B er lin." Th e girls made 

the parachutes out of handkerchiefs, , and fill e d th em wi th candy and 

gum. Mr. Ha l verson dropped th ese from an airp lane to th e children 

of p os t-wa r B e rlin. 

Utah chapters helped th e R ed Cross sew in 1947-48. In 1966-67, 

th e chapters he lped the R e d Cro ss make fifty Christmas bags for 

South Vietnam. 

Korean War victims were recipients of used and new clothing 

gathered by t e n chapters as a part of the state-wide drive in 1951-52. 

In I 962, one chapter made hospital gowns for the county 

hospital. Another chapter carried out the county mental h ealth driv e 

a nd call cted $26 1. 00, in 1963 . 

"Get out the vote" was a project shared by severa l chapters in 

1964. Th e same year , another chapter provided linens for a boy' s 

ranch as well as pa rticipating in Senior Citizen Pro j ects . Chapters 

a lso sent clothing to "Save the C h i ldr en Founda tion," in 1964 . 

1
Whe n You Work With Other s , ( Washingto n, D . C.: Futur e 

Homemakers of America , 1963) p . 5. 
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In 1965 - 66, one chapter rrade dolls for the P rimary Children's 

Hospita l. Two other chapters cont ributed to the M arch of Dimes . 

FHA members attended career weeks throughout the state in 

1966. The career week gave the members an opportunity t o see 

what a career in home economics brings. Again during this year , 

two chapters contributed to the March of Dimes. 

In 1968, one chapte r sponsored Freedom Week. A special 

thought was given each morning over the public add ress system . 

They he l d an assembly where a servi ceman from Vietnam spoke ; 

they a l so sponsored a clea n - up week and made gifts for the 

Primary Chi ldr e n's Hospital. 

Degree P rogram 

The growth of individua l members of the F HA may be recognize d 

through the degrees of achievement program. The general purpose 

of degree work is to help individual members deve l op systematic 

p lans for growth as members of their chapter, home, school , a n d 

community. 
1 

T his is a p rogra m wher e by m em bers, whether or 

not they are officers, may develop leadership ability. It is a plan 

of se lf-improvement. The m e mbers se lect their own objectives 

and how to accomplish these objectives. Participa t ion in this 

program is optional for members, local chapters, and state associ-

ations. The F HA members may achieve three levels of degrees: 

J unior Homemaker, Chapter Homemake r , and State Homemaker. 

1
" Eva l uation of I ndividua l Growt h ," An Adviser's G uide, {196 7) 

p. 26 - 27. 
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Guidance and recognition of achieve m ent for members working 

on the Junior and Chapter degrees is at th e local chapter l eve l. 

The s ta t e association gives guidanc e and recognition of achievement 

for members working on th e Sta te Hom e maker degr ee. 

Sin ce recognition of the Junior and Cha pter degre es is 

done at th e local leve l, th ey are not a l ways reported to the state 

office. From the records which are available, it is evid ent that 

some chapters are participating in this p roject in Utah . 

In 1947, ninety Junior, s ixty -two Chapter, and eight State 

d eg r ee s were awarded. In 1948, eight Sta t e degrees were g i ve n. 

Again in 1949, e ight Sta t e degrees were award e d. One hundred 

thirty-two Junio r, seventy-five Chapter, and twenty- e ight Sta t e 

Homemaker d egree s were awarde d during 1952. Nine tee n State 

d egree s were given in 1955. In 1959, twenty - e ight State degrees 

were awarded. In 1966, sixteen cha pters awar ded ninety-two Junior 

degrees , thirteen chapters awarded forty-six Chapter degrees, and 

the state awarded twenty- th ree State degr ee s t o gir l s represe nting 

th ir t een chapters .
1 

In 1967, one hundred sixteen Junior degr ees 

were give n, for t y -nine Chapte r degree s, a nd thirty-five State degrees . 

~ummary 

All of the p rojec t s carried-o ut by the FHA have supporte d one 

or more of the eight s tated purposes o f the organization. T he i nte r-

nationa l p rojects mainly supporte d the pu rpose of p romo ting 

1 
Annual Descripti ve Report o f Uta h S ta t e B o ard of Vocational 

Educa tion t o t he U . S. Office of Education , S ec tio n IV, Hom e Economic s 
Education, (1947) {1948) ( 1949 ) ( 1952) ( 1955) {1959) {1966) {196 7). 
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internatioanl good will. By working on some of these projects, the 

members also fulfilled other purposes, such as promoting home 

economics and promoting wholesome individual and group recreation. 

The national projects were varied in nature, but again, they 

supported at l east one of the purposes. T he state projects in 

general were planned to meet the needs of the members and to 

support the purposes of the FHA. The scholarship project, pro

moted the furthe ring of horne economics . Civil Defense and 

beautification helped encourage wholesome individual and group re

creation, as well as stimulation of leadership in th e home and 

community. T he UNNRA canning proj ect touched on many o f the 

purposes, such as promoting international good will. Th e fo o d which 

was pro cesse d was sent to foreign countries, to p romote international 

good will. This project a l so provided wholesome recreation for the 

many who parti cipated. It also helped develop leadership a bility 

in the many members who planned and carried out this project. 

U tah as a n affiliated member of the national F uture Homemakers 

of America has fo l lowed the national outline for proj "l cts and 

activities . Since each state and local association is free to develop 

their own prog rams, it is very easy to stay within the s uggested 

outline. 



CHAPTER V 

UTAH FUTURE HOMEMAKERS ASSEMBLE 

Meetings and conventions have been an important part of the 

FHA program , because leadership training is one of the main goals 

of the FHA. The girls plan and conduct their own meetings, 

consequently deve loping their leadership abi lity . Different types 

of meetings are held by the FHA. Some of thes e ar e : national 

convention, national leadership training conference, national board 

and council meeting, national regional meeting, national sub-regional 

meeting, state convention, state l eadership meeting, state board 

meeting, state regional meeting, and chapter meetings . 

National Conve ntions 

The national conventions acquaint the FHA m e mbers with the 

projects and activities of the Program o f Work for the year. Natio nal 

officers are e l ec ted and installed at the convention. The years tha t a 

national conven tion was not held, officers were e lected at regional 

or sub-regional meetings. The national conventions have always 

been he l d in the summer giving the girls the opportunity t o get the 

schoo l year started properly. The number of delegates assigned f rom 

Utah determine which members may go. Each state receives a qtwta 

based on the number of m embers , and the size of the convention 

fa ci lities . The state officers are always included and if the quota is 

high, chapter members are also included. One adviser attends for 
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each four to five girls. The na.tional meetings are conducted by and 

for the youth members. 

The first national FHA convention was held July 6-9, 1948, at 

Kansas City, Mis souri. Kansas City was selected because o f i t s 

centra l location and facilities. Twenty-two gir l s an d seven advis ers 

represented the twenty-four chapters in Utah. The theme for this 

first national convention was 11 Toward New Horizons, '1 the motto of 

the organization. 

Th e stated purposes of this first national convention were as 

follows: 

l. Understand th e Program of Work for 1949 and l earn ways 

that this program can be put in to ac tion in chapter and state associ

ations. 

2. B eco me acquainted with members and advisers from other 

states. 

3. Gain new ideas by sharing experience with other chapter 

and state associations. 

4. L earn effective techniques and p ro cedures which can be 

used in chapter and state meetings. 

5 . P ar ticipate in carryi ng o n the business of the national 

organization. 

6. Shar e convention highlights with all chapters of o ne's own 

state associati on . 

7. Grow in ability t o assume leadership responsibili ty . 1 

1
Teen T imes, II, No .4, back cover. 



Four regional m eetings were held in 1949 in place of one na t iona l 

c onv ention. Th e C e ntral reg io n met a Columbus, Ohio; North 

Atlantic region at Wa shington, D. C. ; Southern region at M e mph is, 
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T e nnessee; P acific region met a Santa Bar bara, California. Th e 

Pacifi c region was made up of Arizona , California , Colora do, Hawai i , 

Idaho, Montana , New M exico, Nevada, Or e gon, Utah, Washington, 

and Wyoming . T he regional m eetings fun c t ion e d much as did th e 

national convention , only on a smaller scale . Officers were e l ec t e d 

and installe d in each of the regional m ee t i ngs. Th e theme for the 

co nventions was "For We Are B uilders o f H o m es . 11 Utah was re re-

sented in Santa Barbara by fo rty-nine s tude nts a nd e leven a dvi sers . 

Th e second nationa l convention was he ld in June, 1950, at 

Kansas City, Mis s ouri , with twen ty-one girls and thr ee a dults a tt e nd

ing from Utah . T he m ee ting s were planne d around the th e m e 

"Toda y 's Youth Ar e T ommorrow's Homemakers . 11 At this conventio n, 

Shirley Rae Allen, Gunniso n, U tah, was e lec t e d as nati o nal secretary 

for th e 1950-51 term. 1 

A leadership training confere n ce was held in pla c e of a natio na ! 

convention in 1951 , and i n 1952 a nationa l d e l egates meeti ng replaced 

th e national convention. 

T he 1953 national conventio n was held a t C o l um bu s , Ohio . T he 

th e m e was "Homes for America's Futu re .'' Eighteen m e mbers a nd 

four advisers fr om Utah chartered a bus with the Nevada de l e gatio n. 

Th e fi rs t general session was a w e l co m e and a di s cuss ion tha t 

centered around t he them e. Utah's second vice - p resi d e nt, J a nice 

1 
T een Times, VIII, No. 1 ( 1953) 3. 



30 

Jensen, played a piano solo in the o p emng session . 1 At the closing 

meeting national officers were ins tailed. After th e conven tion, the 

Utah and Nevada groups contmued on to Washington , D. C. , where 

they toured the government buildings, historic la ndmarkR, and 

attended a s tag e show. 

Again in 1954, regional meetings were held instead of a 

national conven tion . These four convencions were held at L ogan, 

Utah; Durham, New Hampshire ; Da ytona B each, Florida; and 

Lansing, Michigan. The theme th1s year was "Are You a Leader 

for Better Homes?" Twenty-eigh t delegates and fourteen advisers 

from Utah a ttended the regional meeting he l d a t L ogan where ne w 

national o ffi cers were elected and installed. Of specia l interest 

to th e Utah delegation was th e se lection of Honorary members 

chosen annua lly f rom thos e who have contributed significa ntly to 

the FHA program. Mr. Mark Nichols, Utah State Di rector of 

Vocationa l Education and Pres1dent of the American Vocational 

Association, was presented natio nal honorary membership in th e 

FHA. Mr. Nichols was the hrs t Ut;<han to receive tb is honor, and 

the second man ever to rece1ve 1t natio nally. 
2 

The fo u r th na t ional convention held in July of 1955 was 

important as it marked th e t enth anniversary of the FHA, wi th 

the theme "Ten a nd T he n." It was e~d on the Iowa State C o llege 

Campus in Ames, Iowa . At this meeting, delegates and a dvi sers 

took a c ritical look at the organ>zation a nd at thsmse'v ~ to see 

1
Utah Futu re H cm'O mak"'rs Newsletter, ( 1953) p. l l. 

2
T een Times, (Special Fall Issu.e, 1954) p. 12 . 
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what had bee n done well in the last t en years a nd what need ed to be 

impro ve d during th e years ahea d. 
1 

Mi ss C . Aileen Ericksen and four 

delegates repr e s ente d Utah at this conve ntion. 

In July, 19 56, the national conv en tio n was held in Chicago with th e 

th eme " You in Home, Chapter , School and Community." Thirty-nin e 

gir l s r e presented Utah . They we r e among the 2 , 000 national d e l egates. 

The 1957 nationa l convention was h e ld in Lafayette , India na , at 

Purdue Unive rsity. Four gir l s and Miss Ericksen attended f rom Utah . 

T he theme of t he meeting was "Today 's T eenagers- -Tomorrow's Hom e 

make rs. " Donna Sparks, Bountiful, was one of the fou r d e l ega tes 

r e presenting Utah. Sh e was a ca ndidate for na tiona l offic e a nd was 

e lecte d v ice-pres ide nt of the P acifi c region. She was the third 

national offj.cer from Utah. (Fig. 1) 

Fig. 1 Do nna Sparks 

ln 1958, th e national c onvention was 

held in K a nsas City, Missouri, with the 

th e me, "Teens With a Purpos e. " Utah 

sent eight d e l ega tes to represent th e 

2, 790 F HA m em bers in th e state. Three 

topics were di s cuss ed at this convention : 

"Marriage, Career--Educa tion for Both, 11 

"Teenagers as Responsible Citiz e ns, " and 

"As Others See Us." 
2 

"Blueprint f or A c tion" was th e theme of the 1959 national conve ntion 

he ld in Chicago , Illi nois . S event een girls and fi ve advisers flew to th e 

1
Ibid . XI, No.2, p. 4. 

2
I bid. XIV, No. l, p . 6. 
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m ee ting from Salt Lake Ci t y. At th e o pening session, th e new 

Program of Work was presented. T he Utah delegation presen ted 

devotiona l which was written and narrated by Pat Frame of C edar City. 

Wa shing ton, D. C. wa s th e site of the 1960 national FHA 

conve ntion. " Home, the Hub of Good Citizenship" was the th e m e 

follow ed throughout th e meetings. Karen Ketchie of Cedar City wa s 

e l ec t e d to th e national office of vice - president of the Pacif ic r eg ion . 

I 

Fig. 2 Karen Ketchie 

(Fig. 2 ) Utah was repres e nted b y 

fiv e students headed by Mrs. Marie 

N. Krue ger. After th e convention, 

the de l egates toured historic 

Wil l iamsburg, Vi rginia. 

The 196 1 con vention was h e ld in 

S t. L ouis, Missouri. Utah took a 

delegation of thirteen, including 

Karen K e t c hie, a national officer; th e eight state officers; the sta t e 

adviser, Miss C. Aileen Ericksen; and three chapter advis er s . 
1 

In 

planning for this c onve ntion, the national officers worked toward four 

objectives: 

l. To explore what is meant by va l ues. 

2. To understand wher e and how va l ues deve l op. 

3. To realize how value s influence decisions. 

4 . To stimulate further thinking about va l ues. 
2 

1
utah Future Hom e makers News l etter, X III , No. l ( 1961) 7. 

2
Ibid. 
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All of the me e tings were centere d around th e se four objectives. 

The most important nationa l convention to most FHA m e mbe rs i n 

Utah, was th e 1962 convention, because it was held in Salt Lake C ity . 

This convention ga ve man y members a chance to work o n a national 

convention. T he purpose of this m ee ting was to intro duce th e n ew 

P rogram of Work for 1962- 65 a nd to motivate members to us e it. 
1 

Salt Lake City was selected for the integration of th e N ew Homemakers 

of America, an organization for Negro gir ls in segrega ted schoo ls. 

At the 1962 co nvention, the NHA and FHA beca m e o n e organization. 

Approximately 1200 delegates f ro m a ll o f the states, Puerto 

Rico, and the Virgin Islands a tte nde d. Utah wa represente d by 

se venteen d e l e gates headed by Miss E r i cksen. E leven chapter advi sers 

also attended. H o tels and motels th rougho ut th e ci ty accomodated the 

dele gates. T he m ee ting s were he l d a t Hote l Utah M otor L o dg e A uditor -

ium with th e th e m e "Guideposts for Progress. " 

T en delegates from Utah acted as officia l hostesses for opening 

day. At th e banquet the entire dele gation f rom Utah acted as hos t es ses . 

T he regi s tration table was supervised by M rs . Marie Kr ueger , Way n e 

High S choo l, and Mr s . Lois L eavi tt, Unio n H igh S choo l. M iss Ca ro l 

K oh l e r, C e dar City High S chool, was in charge o f th e g e n e r a l staging 

of th e big m ee ting s during the week . M rs . Ella Adacr , B ryce Va lley 

High S chool, was i n charge of d e corating th e s tag e for the week's 

program . Many of th e d elega te s attended the "Mu sic Man" p ro duction 

featur i ng Eddie Albert at the University of Utah . Special guest at the 

co nvention was Mr. Ka zum Kane o f T okyo , Japan, president of a dults 

1
Ibid. XIli , No. 2 ( 1962) 15 . 
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for Future Homemakers of Japan. 

Kansas City, Missouri , was the site once more of the 1963 

nationa l convention. The theme, "Your Home- - A Key to the Future , " 

was carried throughout the meetings. About 1, 400 youth and a dults 

met together to hear the many speakers and resource people explain 

the purpose of the meeting, which was to help members of the organ-

ization understand what makes good family life and ways tha t they, as 

individuals and future mothers, may influence the i r homes . The 

meetings were centered around three main topics; Guidance, communi

cation and citizenship. 
1 

Th e state officers from Utah attended with 

advisers. 

Chicago hosted the 1964 convention . Utah sent seventeen 

de l egates and five advisers to represent the 3, 700 mem bers in the 

state . "Education, an Endless Challenge~' was the theme. T he 

objectives of the convention were: 

1. To encourage development of individual a bilities and 

ambitions through e ducationa l experience. 

2. To help members realize the scop e of education and the 

importance of continuing education througho ut life. 

3 . To stress the importance of preparing for marriage and 

successful family l ife. 

4. T o emphasize the importance o f an interest in community, 

national and world affairs . 
2 

T he 1965 convention was held at P hiladelphia, P e nnsylvania. 

1
Ibid. XV, No.1 (1964) l. 

2
T een T imes, XX, No .1, inside front cover. 



Eleven delegates and three advisers rep rese nte d Utah. T he 

following is what Ju lia Ann Magleby, a Utah delegate, thought of 

the convention: 

Th e National F uture Homemakers of Ameri ca 
convention at Phi ladelphia was th e most thr i ll i ng 
e xperience that I have had so far in my life. T he 
conv e ntio n meant a greater und ers ta nding and 
knowledge of th e goals and prog ram o f work of F. H . A . 
I t meant lo ng meeti ng s . informat ive ta lks , an d 
re laxing songs and fun. It rre a nt mee t i ng n e w 
p eople who spoke to us at the convention. T he 
convention broadened my world of knowledge a nd 
tolerance. I gained knowledge of th e F . H . A . program 
an d knowl e dge of better human relation s . I gai ne d 
tolerance of o ther people's ways and ideas. I enjoyed 
the wonderful city of P hiladelphia where th e conve ntion 
was he ld. Visiting the si t e 1 of historic i mportance 
was a wonderful e xperience. 
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In 1966, th e na tional conven t ion was he ld in St. Louis, Mi ssouri. 

As this was the twenty-first bi rth day of th e FHA, the theme was 

"21 yea rs-- F ounda t ion f or Progress . " Th is wa s the first year tha t 

Mr s . Shir ley Gardner was Utah's FHA a d viser. M rs . Gardner and 

Mrs. L ois L eavi tt were th e advisers to the na ti o na l conventio n . 

Eight delegates from U tah were among the delega tes fr om across the 

co untr y . 

L os Angele s, Ca l i fornia , wa s th e si t e o f t he national co nven t ion 

in 1967. T he obj ectiv e of this co nve ntion wa s to i nt e rpr e t the 

individual, chapter , and na tional role of F uture H o mema k ,;rs of 

America as a baei s of pr e para t ion for purp efullives in the 

changing society . 
2 

T he th eme of th is convention was " FHA--

Opportuni t ies Unlimi ted." T we nty -s1x girls f rom Utah a nd fi ve 

a d visers attended. T he banquet speaker was a fo rm e r Utahan, 

1
Utah Fut ure H omemakers N ews l e tt .r , XVII , N o . 1 ( 1966) 4 . 

2 . 6 lbtd. X VIII, No.2 ( 19 7) 4. 



Esther Peterson, Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Department of 

Labor. The Utah de l egation toured mov i e studios, Disneyland, 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints T e mple Grounds, and 

Chinatown. 
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I n 1968, l, ZOO FHA members met in Miami, Florida, for the 

national convention. Four advisers and thirteen girls were in attend-

ance from Utah. This convention brought a s p ec ia l honor to Miss C. 

Ai l een Ericksen, State Specialist in Home Economics in Utah, and the 

former s tate FHA adviser. She was awarded an honorary membership 

in the FHA for "significant contributio ns in serving youth by advancing 

home economics education and furth ering the objectives of Future 

H omemakers of America. , l (Fig. 3) Miss Ericksen served on the 

Fig. 3 C . Aile en Eri cksen 

1
T een Ti mes, XXIV, No.1 (1968) inside front cover . 
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the National Advisory Board, organized the Utah Association of 

Future Homemakers of America in 1946, and was s tate adviser 

for twenty years, giving direction and leadership to many girls and 

advisers . She assisted four national officers with their reponsi-

bilities. I n 1962, she hosted the nationa l convention in Utah. In 

1963, she a t tended the International Home Economics me e ting in 

Paris, France. 
1 

Another highlight of this conven -

tion was the e l ec tion of Mayla 

Mitchell as national reporter. 

(Fig. 4) Mayla was from A ltamont, 

Utah. Her duties for the year were 

to attend and parti cipate in all 

national executive council meetings 

Fig. 4 Mayla Mitchell 
and to help with plans for the 1969 

nauonal convention. As national reporter she was chairman of the 

Nationa l Teen Times Committee. She assisted in collecting material 

and eva luating the national magazine of the FHA, the Teen Times. 

The 1969 convention was held at Fort Collins, Colorado, at 

Colorado S tate University. Tw e nty-s even girls and advisers 

attended from Utah. Miss Ericks e n attended as state adviser, 

replacing Mrs. Gardner . Some of the Utah de lega tion were able 

to help with one of the general m ee tings, as assis tants to Mayla 

Mit che ll who conducted the session. 
2 

At this convention, a new 

1Utah Future Homemakers Newsletter, XIX, No. l (1 968) 10 . 

2 . 
Ib1d. XXI , No. l, p . 4. 
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Program of Work was presented and approved by the 2, 300 delegates. 

National Executive Council Meeting 

In 1947, th e national executive board and council met in Kansas 

City, Missouri. This meeting replaced the national convention planned 

for that year. At this meeting, new national officers were elected 

and installed, and plans were made for the coming year. Th e council 

meets several times each year, but this was the only time that it 

replaced the national convention . 

. Leadership Conference 

Th e national leadership conference was h e ld in June, 1951. 

Estes Park, Colorado, was the site of th e western conference; the 

eastern conference was held in Lansing, Michigan. The ten officers 

and four adivsers from Utah were among 300 officers and 100 

advisers who attended. The purpose of the leadership conference was 

to help the girls learn to be better officers. This meeting replaced 

the national convention in 1951. The last general session of the 

conference was presided over by Shirley Ra e Allen, national 

secretary from Utah. 

National Delegates Meeti ng 

In July, 1952, a na tional delegates meeting was held at Green 

Lake , Wisconsin, in place of a national convention. Three officers 

from U tah and two advisers atte nded. The m eetings were "open 

ended" or unstructured and were no t planned in advance. No printed 

program was handed out--th e d e legates d eve loped th e i r own program 

after they arrived. The reason for this t y p e of meeting was to l e t 
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all of the delegates have a voice in their own affairs. Th e dele-

gates had buzz sessions to Cie<:ide exactly what they wanted to get 

out of the conference. Most who attended enjoyed this revolutionary

type meeting. 
1 

National Sub-Regional M ee tings 

In 1945-46, twelve sub-regiona l meetings of th e FHA were 

he ld. Pacific region C, which includes Utah , Colorado, New M exico, 

and Wyoming, met at L ogan, Utah, November, 1945. B ecause the 

FHA organization was new, this meeting was used to clarify various 

aspects of the program. 

The delegates worked at ways and means to carry out the 

national Program of Work , discussed how to get th e national 

projects under way, and decided how local chapters and state associ -

ations could contribute to it. Other business discussed included 

finding ways to determine achievements , making detailed plans for 

degrees of membership in the organization, constructing state and 

national songs, planning ways of securing contributions for T een 

Times, making plans for the national meetings in 1946, and discuss-

2 
ing methods of rotating national offices. 

In April, 1947, sub-regional meetings were again held with 

Pacific C sub-regional meeting at Laramie, Wyoming. Utah was 

represented by four officers, the state adviser, and the assistant 

state adviser. 

1
Teen Times, (Special Fall Issue, 1952) p. 1 -2. 

2
Ibid. I, No.1 ( 1945) 16. 
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Sta te Conventwns 

State conventions are held for the same reasons as national 

conventions--to acquaint members with the Program of Work and 

to give leadership training to the FHA members. New sta te officers 

are elected and installed at state conventions. T he years that the se 

conventions were not held, officers were elec te d a t the eight region-

al meetings. Th e sta t e conventions were held in Salt Lake C ity with 

the exception of 1950, when it was held at L oga n. Salt L ake City is 

the only ci ty wi th enough faciliti s to accomo da t e the large crowds . 

Th e Newhouse Hotel was the meeting place each year, until 19 65 

when because of th e large· crowds , the meetings were moved to a 

larger faci lity, th e Hotel Utah M o tor Lodg e Auditorium . State 

officers have conducted a ll of the state meetings , as well as plann e d 

th em. 

T he first s ta t e convention in Utah was held April 13, 1946. 

Th e 1 , 400 FHA members within the state were rep resented by 150 

girls. B e cause of the shortag e of meeting space, th e numher of 

dele gate s were limited to incoming sen iors and i ncoming ninth 

grade r s. T he me e t i ng s were held at the Newhouse H otel. T he 

d e lega t es d i sc us se d plans for the. UNNRA canning p roj e ct. Pla n were 

also made for participati on in the s tat,; fair and in the 1947 

C e ntennia l program . 

T he second annual convention was held Ap ri l 12, 1947 .1 Of 

special significance at this convention was th e presentation of the 

1
Annual D escriptiv e R epo rt of Utab Sta t e Board of Vocational 

Educa tio n to th e U.S . Offi ce of Education, S ection IV, Home Economics 
Education, (1947) p. 3. 
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State Charter by E . Allen Bateman, State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction. A full day session was held for the 200 delegate s . 

March, 1948, was the date of th e thud annual state convention. 

Over 200 delegates represented the 1, 260 m e mbers of th e F HA in 

the state. A tea was he!d on the University of Utah campus for a ll 

FHA delegates. The them e of the convention was "Building T o day 

for T omorrow . " 

T he state convention of 1949 was atte nded by 360 girls on 

March 26 . A d iffoo rent approach this yea was a fun n ight which 

gave each chapter the responsibility of presenting a five minute 

numbe r . State officers conducted all of th e meetings . 

The first state conventiOn held away from Salt Lake City was 

t he 1950 co nven tion held at Loga n. T he executive counci l planned 

the meeting around the them e , "To F oster th e Developme nt of 

Creative Leadersh ip in Home and Community L1fe." 

State regional convent1ons replaced the s tate conventwns 

from 1951 t o 1954. T hese convention s will be discussed la t er in 

this paper. 

In 1955, "Happy Homes, Better C \t1zens, An Understanding 

Wo rld, 11 themed the f irs t sta t e conve nt10n held ince 1950. T he 

meetings were attended by 500 deleg'ltes f!'om across the sta t e . 

T he 1956 s tate conv , ntton brought 700 d elegates represen t ing 

49 chapter to Salt Lake Ctr v. Th is year m.,rked the tenth bir th day 

of t he FHA, with the thcmP "T rn an d T hen," borrowe d from the 

national conv e ntion . 

"You as Ame ~ica ' " Futu re, ' 1 wa the theme of th 1957 state 
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convention . The meeting was well att e nded with forty-two of 

forty-eight chapters represented. The state officers gave reports 

of th etr acttvities. M tss No r ma Burnham, Home Demonstra tion 

Agent, helped th e group to unde rstand the "lowly p o tato," its cos t s , 

a nd methods of servi ng. Donna Sparks was selec ted as Utah ' s 

candidate for th e national offlce of vice- president of the P acific' 

region. 

T he 19 58 state convention was held in Salt Lake City with 600 

delegates a tt e nding. T he theme, "FHA -- Links to Successful L iving," 

was carried throughout the meetings . Five l ' nks--knowledge, 

prayer, persis te,nc e, l ove , honor--were giv e n to be remembered 

for being s uc cess ful wo m e n and Americans. At the second meeting, 

Mi ss E ricksen brought o ut the idea tha t th e s trength of an organ

ization comes from unity and unde rstanding. 1 

"Teens With a Purpo se" was the th e m e of the 1959 state 

conv e ntio n. State officers condu c t e d all of th e m ee t i ngs. K e ynote 

s p eaker was Dr. Rex Skidmore, Dean o f Gra dua t e Schoo l o f Social 

Work, Uni versity of Utah. M rs . Charl o tte Sheffield, M i ss USA for 

195 8, spoke to the de l e g a tes a t the a nnual banquet. 

T he larges t convention ever held t o that date was in 1960. 

M ee tings wer e a tt e nde d by dele gates represe nting chapters th ro ugh 

out th e state. All eight sta t e o ffi ce rs gave well o rga nized, illus-

trated r epor ts o f their pa s t actiVIties . At a banque t climaxi ng the 

conve ntio n , M is s Carol Ralph s , th e Am e rica n Dairy Pri nc ess for 

1
uta h F uture H o m emakers Newsle tter , X, N o . 1 (1958) 4. 
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1958-59, spoke of her experiences and stressed the the me "Youth 

CanDo."
1 

FHA members met in March, 1961, for the annual state 

convention. The theme, "Home , the Hub of Good Citizenship," 

was carried throughout the convention. All of the state officers 

gave reports of the i r activities. Mrs. Algie Balli£ from the Utah 

House of Representatives spoke at the banquet. 

The annual convention of 700 FHA delegates was held March 

2-3, 1962. The keynote speaker was Dr. Glenn R . Hawkes, 

Professor and Head o f th e D e pa rtme nt of Child Development at 

Iowa State University who spoke on values. Dr. Virginia Cutler, 

Dean of the Colleg e of Family Living at Brigham Young University, 

contrasted the values of young women in America to the youth of the 

Far East. 

Th e 1963 state convention was held a t the Newhouse Hotel. 

D e legates attended meetings based o n the theme "Guideposts for 

Freedom. " Rose Marie Reid, bathing suit d esigner , was th e guest 

speaker at the banque t. 

"FHA--A K ey to Understanding" was the theme of th e 19 64 

state convention which over 800 g irls attended. Comm umca tio n in 

the home and understanding others were topics di scussed in two o f 

the session s . Th e banquet speaker was C . W, Brady, Salt Lake 

County C ommissioner , who spoke en "Ke y to Understanding." 

T he pro blem of hotel reserva tions, m eeting space , and 

banquet facilities limited the number o f s tudents who could attend 

1
Ibid . XI, No. l ( 1960) 13. 
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state conventions. T he executive board decided to mo ve the m e eting 

to larg er facilities. In 1965, the s tate convention was held a t the 

Hot e l Utah Motor L odge. Dr. T. H. B e ll, Utah Sta t e Super inte ndant 

of Public Instruction, k ey note d the Friday evening session o f th e 

conve ntion speaking on th e the m e "Education , An Endless Cha lle ng e ." 

The 1966 state convention was held with the th e me of "To 

Thine O wn Self Be Tru e ." Utah G over nor Calvin L. Rampton was 

a guest speaker at the convention. M rs . Don L. Buehner, Mrs . 

America fo r 1965, spoke at t he banque t on th e them e of "Individuality 

Counts." 

Th e state conv e ntion for 1967 got underway M a rch 3 t o th e 

the m e of " 2 1 Just B e gun ." Th e keynote speaker was Dr . LaVerd 

John of th e We ber School Distr ic t. O ther speakers were: Ruth 

Th omson , Utah Dairy Princess; Ronda L ynn Hammond, Mis s Idaho; 

Emily Warner, Uta h Girls Sta t e G overnor; Linda Sistrunk, Miss 

Woo l ; and Ade l e Ward , pas t s ta t e pre sid e nt of FHA. T he banque t 

theme was "Youth in T oday's Wor ld." T he guest speaker at the 

banque t was D e nis e Blair, Mi ss USA- World . 

Th e 1968 state co nven tio n was attended by 1, 000 delegates. 

"From This Day On" wa s select e d as th e th e m e . Speaker s at the 

conv e ntion w ere: Miss Mari lyn Van D er bu r , form e r Mis s Am erica; 

Eth e lynn Hunsaker, nationa l FHA p resi d e nt; Rober t L. L eake, Utah 

State Board o f Education ; and Judge and M rs . Monroe Paxman. Th e 

banquet speaker was D r . L o uise F ee t, Utah State University visiting 

profes so r. G ove rnor R ampton a ttended th e banquet. 

T he 1969 state convention was he ld from F e bruary 28 t o March l. 

Approxima t e l y 1, 200 d e l e gates listen e d to speeche s planned a ro und 
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the theme, "Your Tomorrow Began Yesterday ." Guest speakers 

included Congressman Laurence J. Burton and Mr. Harvey Hirschi, 

State Department of Education. A panel was composed of Mrs. 

Jayann Payne , Mrs. Utah 1967; Mrs . ElameCannon , Deseret N e ws ; 

a nd Miss Edith Nyman, Utah State Universi ty . The banquet keynote 

speaker was Mrs . Joan P. Fisher, M rs. Utah and Mrs . America 1969 . 

State Regional Meetings 

Utah is divided into eight regions of the FHA, each region 

containing several schools. By hold!ng regional meetings, each 

FHA member has an opportunity to attend meetings other than 

chapter meetings. The years that state conventions were not held, 

the regional meetings elected officers, and gave reports of the 

national conve ntion. Th e regional meetings are held to give the 

girls an oppor tunity to conduct meetings, to inform FHA members 

of the Program of Work, and to give other perinent information. 

The se meetings are organized much the same as the state conventions . 

In the spring of 1951, eight regional meetings were held in 

pla ce of the state convention . The regiona l officers presided at 

and conducted the meetings. At these meetings the Program of Work 

was presented t o the chapters within each region . New sta t e officers 

were selected in each region. Officer selection was done on a 

rotation basis. Any member of the FHA could attend regiona l meets. 

Each of the eight regional meetings held in 1952 carried out a 

purpose of the FHA as a theme . At the regional conventions in th e 

spring of 1953, each chapter within the region had some responsi

bility for the meet1ng. Regional me e tings were held during the spring 
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of 1954. At the time of the Pacific regional convention in 1954, a 

totally different plan was made by the state board. As a result, no 

leadership meeting was held in the fall but instead eight regional 

meetings were held in September and October rather than in th e 

spring. These meetings centered around th e theme of the Pacific 

regional meeting, "Are You a Leader for Better Homes?" The main 

change involved moving the regional conventions to the fall rather 

than the spring. 
1 

This gave the state one major meeting in th e spring, 

and eight regiona l meetings in th e fall. 

"Program of Work for the Year" was the theme of the regiona l 

meetings he ld in the fall of 1955. Student officers planned and 

conducted the meetings. As the state convention was held this year , 

officers were not e lected at regional co nventio n s . 

October and November were th e months selected in 1956 for 

the eight state regional meetings where reports were given on the 

national convention and national goals and projects were p resented. 

The regional meetings held in the fall of 1957 were planned 

to help th e girls get better acquainted with the FHA. Reports of the 

national convention were given. Regional conventions were held in 

the fall of 1958. "Blueprint for Action" was the theme of the 1959 

regiona l meetings. T he state project, "Ci vil Defense , " was presented 

to the members in attendance . Th e new P rogram of Work for 

1959 -62 was also given. 

Th e objective of the 1960 regional m ee tings was " to help 

1
Annual D escriptive Report , (1955) p. 3-4. 
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members develop a better understanding of their responsibilities as 

citizens ." State officers presided over the eight meetings and re

ports of the national convention were given. 

In 1961, regions chose a variety of th emes for their regional 

meetings, such as: "Youth, Measure Your Values," "Getting to 

Know FHA," and "How to be a Better F HA Member." Speakers 

discussed th e themes in their addresses. 

Th e three main purpose s of the 1962 regional conventions were : 

I. To introduce the new Program of Work . 

2. To report on the national convention. 

3. To stress the importance of the degree program . 

Each chapter present participated in some part of the meeting. 1 

In 1963, each of the eight regiona l meetings were organized 

individually. Leader ship pane l s and speakers included outstanding 

members of communities, college teachers , lawyers, judges, parents, 

and school administrators, 

Regional meetings were again he ld in the fall of 1964, where 

national convention reports were given . Th e purpose of the meeting 

was to help t ra in local student leaders concerning program emphasis 

for the year, under the th e m e "Stay in School." 

Th e new Program of Wo rk was prese nte d to th e m e mbers who 

attended tb e regional meetings in 1965. 

Th ere were no regional conventions held in 1966 or 1967. 

Th e 1968 regional meetings were p!ar.ned and conducted by the 

regional officers. Th e reg10ns used th e m es which centered around 

1
utah F utur e Homemakers News letter, XIV, No . I (1963) I I. 
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"Freedom." The film "The L and We Lov e " was shown at most of 

t he meetings. 

State L eadership M eetings 

State officers and advisers in Utah felt the need for improved 

leadership training. A state-wide leadership meeting with two 

representatives from each chapter, plus the local adviser, was he ld 

at Cedar City in the fall of 1950. The next year, the national 

leadership meeting held at Estes Park , Colorado, was so success

ful that th e same plan was tri e d on the s tate basis in Septembe r, 

1951 . The leadership meeting was he ld a t Brigham Young University 

in Provo and was patterned largely a ft er the nationa l m ee ting at 

Estes P ark. "This m eeting gave stude nts training for th eir state 

j obs which th ey n ee ded . As a result, this years program was much 

more effective on a state level than ever before. ,.l 

Th e leadership meeting held in September of 1952 attracted 

200 delegates t o Logan. Th e 1953 leadership meeting, also held 

in Logan, carried the theme "Leadership in Homes for th e Future." 

Thirty-four chapters out of forty-nine participated in th e 1956 

leadership meeting where the goals, purposes, and projects of FHA 

were discussed. T he m embers were a l so shown what was exp ected 

of them as officers. 

More than 200 officers of the FHA in Utah and mor e than fifty 

advisers met at a l eadership conf e rence in 1966. T he pu r p ose was 

to improv e lea dership of officers in local chapters and to present the 

1
Annua l Descriptive R e port, (1952) p . 7. 
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new program. Leadership work groups were conducted by Harvey 

Hirschi , State Department of Education. 

T he 196 7 leadership meeting was held at the University of 

Utah. "Beautification and Conservation" was the theme of this 

meeting. Provo was the scene of the 1968 leadership conference . 

"Freedom, the Heart of America" was the theme. 

Summary 

Representatives from the Utah organization of the FHA have 

attended every national meeting since 1945. As one of the purposes 

of the F HA is to develop leadership, a variety of meetings have 

been planned and conducted by students. B y having several types 

of meetings, th e FHA has been ab l e to involve many m e mbe rs. As 

quotas do not permit all members to a tt e nd national and state 

meetings, regiona l and chapter meetings have b ee n planned t o keep 

the members informed and to give leadership experience. 

As conditions within the state have varied, so have the meetings. 

The same types of meetings are not necessari ly held each year, but 

onl y when there is a particular need. T he state has adjusted these 

meetings to meet th e needs and interests o f those participating. 

The meetings in Utah have been planned and condu c ted by the FHA 

members. Apparently at no time has a n a dult had to take charg e 

of an FHA meeting because of a lack o f knowl e dg e or ski ll on th e 

pa rt of an FHA o ffi cer . 

Th e s ta t e m eeti ng s have been p a tt e rne d la rgely after th e 

nationa l meetings. The Utah organization has even u se d th e same 

theme for state meetings, which were used a t national m ee tings . 



CHAPTER VI 

SUMMARY 

A s stated in the introduction, four quest io ns would be 

considered in the writing of this paper: 

1. Has the Utah organization folbv.ed th e national organ

ization's outlined program for proj ects and activities? 

2 . Did the Utah group help in forming the national organ 

ization .? 

3 . Has Utah con t ributed t o national l ea d ership? 

4. Have the pr oj ec ts worked o n supported th e eight stated 

purposes of t he organiza t ion? 

T he F uture Homemake rs o f America Orga niza t ion in Utah 

was organize d the same year as th e national F uture H o m emakers 

O rganization. T he state pattern of organization was dev e loped to 

coincide wi th that of the national organiza tio n . 

Th e s tate o f Utah has been divided in t o regions , for m anage

ment , se lec tion and rotatio n o f officers , assign m en t s o f duties , 

and for ease of communication with the s tate organization . This is 

the same patter n of organi zing used by the national organization 

for manage m e nt procedur es . 

T he progra m s within the state have i n m a n y i n s tances been 

d eve lop d from the same plan as nationa l. F or e xa mple, th e m es 

of s tate m eetings have been taken f rom preceding nationa l m eeti ng s . 

T he nat10na l P rog r a m of Work has a l ways been a dopted by 



the state . T he state has a news letter a nd has also contributed to 

the national publication , T een Tim e s. 

An attempt was made to hold sta t e conventions in differe nt 

regions of th e state such as the national organization, but it was 

found tha t facilities were not available in most areas to handle th e 

large crowds. 

The state organization has been flexible with its m ee ti ng 
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plans to meet the needs of t he members and th e proj ects decide d upon. 

T he pa tter n for rotating officers within th e state wa s 

d evelop e d on the regiona l basis, th e same as the national. The 

m e tho d of se l e cting state officers was d eve lope d in Utah, not take n 

from the national orga nizati on . Th e objectives, emblems , motto, 

symbols , and ceremonies are th e sam e as the national organization. 

Th e s tate has its own constitution which has be e n a dapted from the 

natio n a l constitution to fit the needs of th e state organization . 

T he Utah group helped form the na tional organization by 

sending a delegation to F or t Collms, C o lo rado.to the sub-regiona l 

meeting. Th e del e gates gav e s ugg es tio ns as to nam e , m o tto, 

function, and consti tution o f th e new na ti o na l organization . Th e 

Uta h group suggeste d th at individual a nd group d e velopment be 

include d i n th e pla n. T hey also felt tha t home d eve l opment in a ll 

na t ion s should be studied in the areas o f soc1a!, p rofessional, a nd 

community living. 

Utah has contributed hve national o ffi cers over the pa s t 

twenty-five yea r s . 



T he eight state d purposes of the FHA have b ee n s upporte d 

by the following projects: 

1. T o p romote a growing appreciation of the joys a nd 

satis factions of homemaking. 

HFamilies T ogether , II "Teen Ag e Consumer, rr If Target~

F a mily Fun," 
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2. To e mphasize the importance of worthy h om e m e mber sh ip. 

"Famibes T ogether, " "Target--Family Fun," " F ocus on 

F amily F rie ndships ." 

3. T o encourage democracy in ho m e a nd community life. 

"Beau tification a nd Conservation, 11 "F ree dom Week, u "Action 

for Citiz e nship." 

4. To work for good ho m e a nd family life for all . 

"Fa milies T oge th er, 11 "Target F a mily Fun, 11 "Marria ge Calls 

F or P reparati on . 11 

5. T o p romote international good wi ll. 

11 Canning P roject, 11 "UNESCO, ,, 11 Save the Chi ldren F ounda tion," 

"Pe n Pals, 11 "Adopting For e ign Cla sses . •• 

6. T o foster the deve lopm e nt o f creative lea d er s hi p i n home 

a nd co mmun ity l ife. 

"De grees o f A chievemen t , " B y holding an office in FHA. 

7. T o e ncourage wholesome individual a nd group recrea t ion. 

"Ta rge t -- F amily F un," " F ami l ies T oge ther ," T his objective 

was carri e d ou t by many o f the other proj e ct, indi rectly. 

8. T o f urth e r inter e st in ho m e economics and ca r eers . 

"Career Week," " State Scholarship. 11 
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Recommendations 

A suggestion to FHA historians, both state and local , would 

be to keep accurate records, and to be selective about the types of 

materials that are kept. Statistics are important, but the reason 

for changes within the organization are even more so. 

Suggested additional studies: 

l. The causative effects of growth in terms of numbers. 

2 . Similar histories of other states. 

3. The effect of ho lding an FHA office on the present lives 

of those officers. 
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Table 1. Utah Membership 

Year Number of Chapters 

1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

24 
30 
28 
28 
34 
41 
52 
53 
54 
52 
54 
49 
46 
49 
53 
56 
56 
56 
59 
59 
56 
56 
62 
63 
62 

56 

Number of Members 

1062 
1400 
1281 
1260 
1703 
2000 
2700 
2727 
2600 
2578 
3096 
2675 
1645 
2790 
2972 
3016 
3070 
3339 
3762 
3710 
3731 
3516 
4188 
4172 
4046 



Table 2 . State Officers 

1946 

Geraldine Webs ter 
Donna Parker 
Loraine Neilson 
Venice Iso m 

1947 

Nina Neilson 
Caro l Ting ey 
Carol Hoover 
VaLoise L ong 
Norene Nelson 
Clarice Olson 
Anna L ee Ralph s 
Louise G a l e 
Kareen Young 

1948 

Glo r ia Durfe e 
Kath eri ne Makr is 
Shir l ey Huber 
Cami lla Tanne r 
Frankie Lou We bb 
Annette Crawford 
Jean Marie Heywood 
Joan Ch ristensen 
Mari lyn Wood 

1949 

Madg e Winn 
Vee Rasmussen 
Joanne Hobbs 
Virginia S covil 
Kathry n Tuttle 
Rita Ann Smith 
JoAnn K e lle tt 
Raye Ols e n 
Caro l Snell 

P residen t 
Vice Pres. 
Sec. Treas . 
Jr. High Rep. 

President 
lst vice-pres . 
2nd vice -pres . 
3rd vice-pr es . 
4th vi ce-pres . 
Secretary 
Treasu r er 
His torian 
Jr . High Rep. 

President 
lst vice - pr e s. 
2nd vice-pres . 
3rd v ice -pres . 
4th vice-pres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 
Jr . High Rep. 

President 
ls t vice -p res . 
2nd v i ce -pres. 
3rd vi ce-pres . 
4th vice-pres . 
Secre tary 
T rea surer 
Historian 
Jr . High R e p . 

C edar City 
Davis 
Payson 
Provo 

South Cach e 
Dav is 
Heber 
Roose velt 
Payson 
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North Sanpe t e 
Emery 
B eave r 

T remonton 
Sandy 
Roosev e lt 
Provo 
Panquitch 
Emery 
C e dar 
H yrum 

Sandy 
Roos eve lt 
Provo 
Mt. Pleasa nt 
Emery 
Cedar 
South Cach e 
Davis 



Table 2. Continued 

1950 

Lela Moosman 
Carma Ray Jackson 
Shirley Rae Allen 
Uneta Guymon 
Caro l Da lley 
Nao mi Wa lke r 
Donna F acer 
L ois Seright 
Shirlee Clegg 

1951 

Elizabe th P oulse n 
M er l e Alvey 
Clara L ee P eterson 
Lucy Rae Green 
F aye Wi nberg 
Eleanor Ballar d 
Suzann e Witt 
P atricia Johnson 

1952 

D e Ette Munk 
P eggy Huntington 
Joyce L e Cheninant 
Luana P ack er 
Sharon Wil son 
Marilyn Staffers 
Joan Holgate 
Joan Adams 

1953 

Eliza beth B e ll 
Janet Wasden 
Carolyn Welch 
Laura L ee Smith 
G loria Johaneson 
Myrna T aylor 
Carol Friel 
Carol Harward 

President 
l st vice- pr es. 
2nd vice-pres. 
3rd vice -pres . 
4th vice-pres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 
Jr. High R e p. 

P resid en t 
1st vice -pres. 
2nd vice -pr e s. 
3rd vice- pres. 
4th vice- pres. 
Secretary 
T reas urer 
Historian 

President 
1st vice-pre s. 
2nd vice- pres . 
3rd vice - pres . 
4th vice-pres . 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

P residen t 
1st vice- p res . 
2nd vice-pres . 
3rd vice -pres . 
4th vice -pres . 
Secre tary 
T reas urer 
Historian 

Uintah 
Provo 
Gunnison 
Emery 
Summit 
M e ndon 
B r igham 
Tooe l e 

Spanish F ork 
Escalante 
Emery 
C edar City 
L o gan 
Tr e monton 
H e ber 
V er na l 

Gunni son 
F e rro n 
St. G eorg e 
Logan 
Ogden 
Sandy 
Roosevelt 
O r em 

Castle Dale 
Cedar 
Paradise 
Clearfield 
T ooele 
LaPoint 
Sp ringville 
Loa 

58 



Table 2. Continued 

1954 

Dorene Moody 
Elizabeth Heycock 
Janice Jenson 
Barbara Mart1n 
Janie Odekirk 
Merlene Skinner 
Lois Phillips 
Mary Lou Young 

1955 

L ois Beard 
Annette Raye 
Karen G iles 
Ear lene Warburton 
LuJean Robin '3on 
Shanna Mathis 
F awn Roper 
Ga l e Judd 

1956 

Mary Jo Harris 
Ann Butlerfteld 
Margare t Hube r 
Carolyn Warner 
JoAnn Hill 
Ruth Tuttl e 
Karen Ba llard 
L ois Tait 

1957 

Donna Visher 
M e lla Weeks 
Myrna Turner 
Dee Ann P e terson 
Judy Jensen 
Sandra Wood 
L er na Henderson 
Carole Gor don 

President 
1st vice -p res. 
2nd vice- pres. 
3rd vice-pres . 
4th v ice-pres . 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

President 
1st vice -p res. 
2nd vice-pres. 
3rd vice -p res . 
4th vice- pres . 
Secretary 
T reas ur er 
H is torian 

Preside nt 
1st v ice-pres. 
2nd vice-pres . 
3rd vice- p res . 
4th vice-pres . 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

Preside nt 
1s t Vice- p res . 
2nd v ic e-pres. 
3rd vice-pres . 
4th vice- pres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historia n 

D e lta 
Panguitch 
Brigham 
Magna 
Unitah 
O r em 
M t. Pleasant 
Castle Dale 

Ka na b 
Og d e n 
H e be r 
L a P oint 

59 

Arne rican F ork 
L oa 
Huntington 
St. G eorge 

Brigham 
Riverton 
LaPoint 
Nephi 
M anti 
Castle Dale 
Rockville 
Mt. Carmel 

T ooel e 
Verna l 
Pleasant G rove 
Mt. Pleasant 
Hunt ington 
C edar 
C a nno n vi ll e 
L ewi s to n 



Table 2. Continued 

1958 

Judy B r isbin 
Lina G ray 
Lola Ann Ellett 
Marga lyn Humphery 
Marion Isom 
Bonni e Wilts hire 
JoAnn Clayton 
Colle en Roth e 

1959 

Joy Dial 
Judy Harmon 
Helen Lance 
Ada Marie Wood 
Jlldy L ewis 
Catherine Major 
Judy P eterson 
Tamera Hacking 

1960 

Beverly Stevens 
Gayle Funk 
Rosalee Ashman 
Shawna Esplin 
De Ann Jensen 
Carole L ee 
Ann Murphy 
Karen Fuga l 

1961 

Annette Hall 
Kathryn Seaman 
Joyce L yman 
Ruth Yamasaki 
Susie Nicho l s 
Mary Ann Riley 
Carol G er ber 
Lana Taylo r 

P res iden t 
I st v i ce - pres. 
2nd vice -p res. 
3rd vice -p res. 
4th vice-pres. 
Secretary 
Tr ea su re r 
Histo r i a n 

P residen t 
1st vice -pres. 
2nd vice -p res. 
3rd vice-pre s. 
4th vice- p res. 
Secretary 
T reasurer 
Historian 

P res ide nt 
1st vice -pres . 
2nd vice -p res. 
3rd vice -p res . 
4th vice -pres . 
Secretary 
Treas ure r 
Historian 

President 
1s t vice-pres . 
2nd vice -pres . 
3rd vice -pres. 
4th v i ce -pres. 
Secre tary 
T reasurer 
Historian 

Roos eve lt 
L ehi 
L oa 
Orang evill e 
Hurri ca ne 
Circlev ille 
Bountiful 
Heber 

Pa yson 
M an t i 
M oab 
C edar 
Kanab 
Providence 
Too e l e 
Verna l 

Mt. Pleasa nt 
F erron 
Fillmo re 
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Mt. Ca rmel 
Garland 
Coalville 
Roosevelt 
Pleasant Grove 

Huntington 
Beaver 
E sca lante 
Cor inn e 
Jordan 
Altonah 
P rovo 
Bickn e ll 



Table 2. Continued 

1962 

Linda Jones 
Suzanne Wintch 
Gamma Larsen 
Karma L ee DeSimon 
Lorene M cKee 
Mary J a n e Bird 
Marga re t Dyreng 
Alice J ean Justesen 

1963 

Dorothy McArthur 
Geneal Gardner 
Sherry Wilso n 
Sharon Bodily 
Janice Gerber 
L eola Larsen 
Paulin e Dougla s 
Sandra Barnes 

1964 

Adele Ward 
V icki Keetch 
Jeane T o dd 
Judy Jackson 
L ynda J oh nson 
L inda Wood 
L ynda F rehner 
Dot Al vey 

1965 

B arbara P ola nd 
Shauna L e mon 
J a n et Anders o n 
Jessie Jeffery 
Charlene Ols e n 
L i nda R oberts 
A r lo u Vance 
M ari lyn Waite 

President 
l st v ice -p res. 
2nd vice -p res . 
3rd vice- pres . 
4th vice-pres. 
Secretary 
T reas u rer 
Historian 

Pre sident 
1s t vice -pres. 
2nd vice-pres. 
3rd vice-pres. 
3rd vice - pres. 
Secre tary 
T reas urer 
Historian 

P resid e nt 
1st vice -pres . 
2nd vice-pres. 
3rd v i ce -pres . 
4th vice- pres . 
Secre tary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

Presid e nt 
1st vice-pres . 
2nd vice-pres . 
3rd vice- p res . 
4th vice- pres . 
Secretary 
T reas urer 
Historian 

Cedar 
Tropic 
R ichmond 
Too e l e 
Tride ll 
Springville 
Manti 
O rangeville 

Orderville 
Clearfi e ld 
Wasatch 
Uintah 
P rovo 
Mt. Pleasant 
Emery 
Hurricane 
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T remonton 
Cyprus 
Rooseve lt 
Pleasan t Grove 
Manti 
Monti ce llo 
C e dar 
Esca la nte 

G ra ng er 
Verna l 
Spanish F ork 
B ickn e ll 
F e rron 
M i lford 
Kanab 
Brigham 



Table 2. Continued 

1966 

L eslie Maxfield 
Debbie Phillip s 
Kristeen McGarry 
Lavon Crowley 
Betty Blackburn 
Christine Twitchell 
Ann Ellis 
Rebecca Wa shb urn 

1967 

Jane l! Blackhurs t 
Janet Jensen 
Shellee Sitterud 
Tanya B eckstrand 
JoAnn Allen 
Gloria Fukui 
Christine P eterson 
Joyce L eavitt 

1968 

Marilou Dyreng 
Margie Bullick 
Phyllis Squire 
Marian Shurtz 
Valeen Ogzewalla 
Pam Canady 
Mayla Mitchell 
Terri F isher 

1969 

Cathy Tuttle 
Ginger L ee Dallas 
Pam e la Porter 
Eleanor Capener 
Susan Lund 
LaJean L eavitt 
Carolyn B zzant 
Andrea Ogde n 

President 
1st vice -pres. 
2nd vice-pres . 
3rd vice-pres . 
4th vice-pres . 
Secretary 
T reas urer 
Historian 

President 
lst vice-pres. 
2nd vice-pres. 
3rd vice-pre.s. 
4th vice -pres. 
Secretary 
Tr asurer 
Historian 

P resid e nt 
1st vice-pres . 
2nd vice-pres . 
3rd vice-pres. 
4th vice-pres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

President 
1st vice-pres. 
2nd vice-pres. 
3rd vice-pres . 
4th vice-pres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Historian 

Altamont 
Or em 
Manti 
Monticello 
St. George 
Cannonvill e 
Ogden 
Cyprus 
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Pleasant Grove 
Gunnison 
Orangeville 
Fillmore 
Antimony 
Tremonton 
M organ 
Neola 

Manti 
Moab 
St . G eorge 
Escalante 
Centervill e 
T ooele 
Altamont 
Provo 

Orangeville 
F i llmore 
Glendale 
Tremonton 
Granger 
Neo la 
Pleasa nt Grov e 
Richfield 



Table 3. Meetings and conventions participated in by the Utah organization. 

Date 

March 1945 
June 1945 
Nov. 1945 
March 1946 
April 1946 
April 1947 
April 1947 
July 1947 
March 1948 

July 1948 
March 1949 
June 1949 

March 1950 

June 1950 

Fall 1950 
Spring 1951 
June 1951 

Sept. 1951 
Spring 1952 
July 195 2 
Sept. 195 2 
S.pring 19 53 
July 1953 

Fall 1953 
Spring 1954 
July 1954 

Type 

Nat'l sub-regional 
Nat'l officers meeting 
Nat' l sub- regional 
State officers meeting 
1st State convention 
State convention 
Nat'l sub-reg·ional 
Nat 1 l executive council 
State convention 

lst Nat'1 convention 
State convention 
Nat'l regional conv. 

State convention 

Nat'l convention 

State leadership 
State regional 
Nat' l leadership 

State leadership 
State regional 
Nat'! delegates meeting 
State leadership 
State regional 
Nat 1 l convention 

State leadership 
State regional 
Nat' l regional 

Place 

Fort Collins, Colorado 
Chicago, Illinois 
Logan, Utah 
Provo, Utah 
Salt Lake City 
Salt Lake City 
Laramie, Wyoming 
Kansas City, Missouri 
Salt Lake City 

Kansas City, Mo. 
Salt Lake City 
Santa Barbara, Calif. 

Logan 

Kansas City, Mo . 

Cedar City 
Eight locations 
Estes Park, Colorado 

Provo 
Eight lo cations 
Green Lake Wisconsis 
Logan 
Eight locations 
Columbus, Ohio 

Logan 
Eight locations 
Logan 

Theme 

"Building Today for 
Tomorrow11 

"Toward New Horizons" 
"International Good Will" 
"For We Are Builders 
of Homes 11 

"Today's Youth Are 
Tomorro ws Homemakersl.i 

"Leadership Brings 
Happier Homes Tomorrow11 

"Homes for Ameri ca 1 s 
Future 11 

"Are You a Leader for 
Better Homes?" a

"' 



Table 3. Continued 

Date 

F all 1954 
Fall 1954 
Ma rch 1955 

July 1955 
F all 195 5 
M arch 195 6 
July 1956 

F all 1956 
Fall 1956 
March 1957 
July 1957 

F a ll 195 7 
Ma rch 1958 
July 1958 
Fall 1958 
March 1959 
July 1959 
F all 1959 
March 1960 
July 1960 
F a ll 1960 
March 1961 
Jul y 1961 
F a ll 196 1 
March 19 62 
July 1962 
F a ll 1962 
F eb . 1963 
July 1963 

Type 

State regional 
State leadership 
State conventions 

Nat 1 l convention 
State regiona l 
State conve ntion 
Nat' l convention 

Sta t e regional 
Sta t e leadership 
State convention 
Nat' l convention 

State r e gional 
State convention 
Nat' 1 convention 
State r egio na l 
State convention 
Na t'l convention 
State regional 
State convention 
Nat'l conve ntion 
State regional 
Sta te convention 
Nat' 1 convention 
State regional 
State convention 
Nat'l convention 
State regional 
S ta t e convention 
Nat'l convention 

Place 

Eight locations 
Not known 
Salt Lake City 

Ames, Iowa 
Eight locations 
Salt Lake City 
Chicago 

Eight locatio n s 
Richfie ld , Utah 
Salt Lake City 
Lafayette, Ind. 

Eight locations 
Salt Lake City 
Kansas City 
Eight locations 
Salt Lake City 
Chicago 
Eight locations 
Sa lt Lake City 
Washington D . C. 
Eight loca t ions 
Salt L ake City 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Eight loca tions 
Salt Lake City 
Salt L ake City 
Eight loca tions 
Sa l t L ake City 
Kansas City , Mo . 

Theme 

"Happy Homes, B ett er Citizens, an 
Understanding World" 

"Ten and Then" 

"Ten and Then" 
"You i n Home, Chapter, School, and 

Community" 

" You as Am erica's Futur e '' 
11 Todays T eenagers- -Tomorrows 

Homemakers" 

"FHA-Links to Successful living " 
"Teens With a Purpose" 

"Teens With a Purpose" 
11 Blueprint for Action 11 

"Youth Can Do" 
" Home the Hub o f Good Citi zenship" 

"Home th e Hub of Good Citizen ship" 
"Youth -Measure your Values l1 

"Youth-Measure your Valuesu 
11 Guide posts for Progress 11 

11 Guideposts for F reedom" 
"Yo u r Home- A K ey to the Future" 

"" >l> 



Table 3. Continued 

Date 

F all 1963 
F e b. 1964 
July 1964 
F all 1964 
March 1965 
July 19 65 
Fall 19 65 
F eb . 1966 
Jul y 19 66 
S e pt. 1966 
March 1967 
July 1967 
Sept. 1967 
F eb. 1968 
July 1968 

S e pt. 1968 
F all 1968 
F eb. 1969 
July 19 69 

T y p e 

State regional 
State convention 
Nat'l co nve ntion 
State regional 
Sta t e conve ntion 
Nat ' l conventi on 
State regional 
State conventio n 
Na t '! convention 
State leadership 
Sta t e convention 
Nat ' ! convention 
State leadership 
S tate convention 
Nat ' l convention 

State convention 
State r e g iona l 
State convention 
Nat'l convention 

Place Th e m e 

Eight locations 
Salt Lake City 
Chicago 
Eight locations 
Salt Lake City 
P hilade lph ia, Pa. 
Eight locations 
Salt Lake City 
St. L ouis, Mo. 
Salt Lake City 
Salt L ake City 
L os Angeles, Calif. 
Salt Lake City 
Salt Lake City 
Miami, Flo rida 

P rovo 
Eight lo catio ns 
Sa lt Lake C ity 
F ort Collins, Colo . 

"FHA A K ey to Unders tanding " 
"Education an Endless Challenge" 

"Education a n Endless Challe nge" 
"B uilding Blocks for the Futu re" 

" T o T hin e Own Se lf Be True " 
"21 years- Founda tion for P rogress " 

"21--Just Begun" 
"FHA--Opportunities Unlimited" 
rrB ea utifica tion- C o ns e rvationrr 
" From this Day On" 
"Citizenship-FHA's Challeng e to 

Cherish" 
''Free dom th e H ea rt of Ameri ca" 

"Your T o m o rrow B ega n Yesterday'' 

0' 

"' 
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