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1i1) using a larger cow population from a wider area and

{iv) economics of extended test intervals if applied to

present testing programs.
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SUMMARY

Production records for 688 Holstein cows completed from
Jamuary 1, 1948 through January 15, 1963 at Utah State
University Dairy Experimental Farm were used in this study.
Daily milk weights and twice monthly butterfat tests were
used as a standard. Estimated records vsing various testing
methods and lengths of testing intervals were compared to
the standard records. The methods used to estimate total
produgtion of milk and butterfat were centering date, month
factor, dey factor and regression factor methods. Monthly,
bimeonthly and trimonthly testing intervals were used with
each method.

The centering date method had the highest correlation
with standaxd records for all intervals. There was a signi-
ficant difference between the factor methods and the
differences between these factor methods were not significant
(p<0S) within intervals.

The monthly testing interval had the highest correlation
within 21l methods. The correlations decreased at a very
consistent rate as the length of testing interval increased.

The difference between testing intervals was eignificant.
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The correlations were sufficiently high in all methods

and testing intervals to suggest their use in a cow testing
program if cost is a factor eor if early indieation of pro-

duction for a lactation 1g desired.
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