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IHTRODOCTION 

Importance ot ~ Problem 

S1rice the 16th centuey, educators have endeaYored to find a way to 

teach the masses ?f youna people the fundamentals necessar.y tor a good 

life. Protestant ref'o!'llere • ••• advocated that education should be 

univera&l, compulsory, tree ••• nl 

Freedom, where could it be found? 1tb. the search for religious 

freedom in the newly aettled American colonies, came a stronger desire 

and need for a higher standard of education. chool.i were established, 

laws passed and the great fo""rd 110vement 1n oo~or.r education waa 

on ita way. Each stat. took care or ita own adiitin1strat1on and atudenta 

b7 Various ways, according tO ita 1nd1Yiclu8l Circrllllllltancea. 

The Mormon pioneers caught the spirit. 'ftleir leadera sought to 

educate all the chlldren and the adul ta aa well. Eft%')" ~, woman 

and chUd was to learn all they could. They belieYed a well establiabed1 

univenal educational organization •ant tree l!lltn and wo•n. The people 

ot Utah, 1n this generation, are the benefactors ot their foresight 

and planning. 

Even though compulsory education laws have been passed, m&n7 

children taU to take advantap of the opportunities presented to them 

b7 tb.eir state govenuMnt. It ia noted b;y educators that too many 

youth are dropping out before gr.duation from high school. Society and 

friends infiuence them to quit. 

~ are forgotten by societ.T very eoon and are absorbed into the 

labor pool ot the world and are forced to c~te with men and women 

1. ludi, E. H. The .P'oundationa of Odem F.dncat:ton. P• 288. 
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Who al"tt lllUch better ed.lleateci. 1bcs1r f'uture in a world of changing 

values is uncertain. 

2 

It is the purpose o~ thifJI etlldy to attG!l1pt to d1r~cover the intlu

encee and p1"88BUrea which tend to load a tudenta p?f!mllturely' IJ'Oll the 

claaaro • From the information gathered,. a DOlution wUl be sought to 

help others remain 1n regaJ.ar 1cbool attendance. 

' Problem and Q.e11JDitaticm ~ eroblem 

Statement. 2! tha P..roblonl. Durlng the past three centuri.., there 

haG been an increae1n1 .concem over the education ot young people and 

how this C$.n beat be accomplished. 'rradltionall:rt 1t bas been dec1ded. 

that a child should be 1n acbool tor a specified number ot days am 

,araJ however, we find t~ length of tiJ:le has been gradualq increased. 

!due6tors have conatant17 tried to got more ehUdren in school and 

to bold them there e.o ae to give them the beSt education possible. 

Studies seem to tndioate that etadent drop.outa in the Amarican seeondaq 

schools have been gradualJ¥ on the 1ncrewJe the past £n 711ars. 

It haS come to J2V attention that. students quitting· echool at the 

South Cacha B1eh School are a growing concem to both parents and 

teachers , Row extensive tbeaa dropooout! are• am. the :ntaaons for this 

t ·r end, 1s the probl.G to be studied. 

:!!!.!. Ero'blel?• The problem ot this study is to anal3se the students 

who dropped out at thtt South C&olle High School dl.u'11'1g tho years 1948-

19~) to determine 1 1t posai ble: 

1. 1'11\Y the student dropped out ot oehool. 

2. Uhat wa~; his attendance and grade eutu.s7 

3. Did his homa1 friends. and the echaol have anything to do 

With Me QUi tuna uchool? 
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1&. t c~ be predicted b.Y tbia 1ntomat1on to belp keep othere 

1D echool? 

DelillitatiGfte 2!, _!!!! auutz. on. nuaber ot atudmta ael.ected in 

thie •tud;r waa 11111ted to t.boee regiaterSnc the aophaore year through 

gr.ma&tion at the SOuth C&cbe High School during the yean 19L8-19SJ. 

'l'be yean decided upan to atuc!y nre choMD eo ae to el1111Date tn. 

abnorul..,. ,.ara ot orld ar II. '!'be intern- were reatrictad to 

thoae tor.r atudenta who reaidC 111 cache coun.t.y at the tU. o~ ocmtaotJ 

thua ptt:lng a aloeer peraooal contact and Yerbal reaction to the 

queatiaanaire aubait.ted to th•• Tbe results and anal.yaia are trom 

•1.rt7 aeleoted cases, all of Whoa were students at the 5outh cache 

High SChool. 

Detiftition ~ thil drop-out. 'rba tel"'l •drop-out student• in thia 

atud.T 1a defined .. tboae studenta who did not tranater to another 

achool to oomplat. their tol'Woll. educattcm or who did not raduate from 

h1Rh school, but w1tbdnw fro• the South Cacha ni. h ScbOol before 

COIIPleting the required couraea tor ~tr..Suatton. 

Vethod !f procedure 

To get the neceaa&r7 Worut1on tor th1a atud,y, the following 

•thode were .-pl.~• 

1. Lloyd Tbnrer, ~rlntendent ot tbe cache COunt;, Schoola, and 

!dlrard • P~~rM1 Principal ot South C&cbe High Sohool, were 

acmtaotecl for pei'lliaaion to use the hi b school recorda tor 

the data reqUired. 

2. A ~ of the ~uation liate 8ild the or1R1nal entr,' ot 

80Pbol!lore atudenta wu •de. A.rt7 student not lia ted &a a 

.. 



~ate waa r.corde4 aa a drop-out unle a a it wu proved !'1"01ft 

otber record~~ or reliable eourcu that be had pasMd ••• 

tran.sterr.d to another achool, or graduated in a clue either 

prertoua or after the year being exudned. .l reoord was aade 

ot the etudint•a na., pareu• DAM, m. ~·• whUe 1n 

acnoOl, l.Ut aYaUable ~~·• attendanoe recorda, tntell1pnce 

quou.nta, Cld AnT otber pttr\inent 1nto~t1on tounc! on the 

peJ-.at recorda ot the acbool. 

l• It waa decided to obecle the :reeulte by 1Dterrt..rina u ......., 

•tudent.. aa could be found 1n the cache Vallq area. Their 

addreaM8 were obta1Ded and they .. re contacted b;r personal 

1Dterri.ew. 

J,. Each atud.ent waa approached w1 th the idea in Jd.nd., ·H~ JOU 

cln J.lp aomaone elee to .ake the beat ot hla acbool1n 

opportUl'litiea.• The7 all cooperated and anner.s the tol..l.(,w

inc queatiou ftl7 nu~. 

(1) -

(2) Pre•ent addreaa 

(3) Tour OCClPtion 

(h) Birthdate 

(S) tour present stte 

(6) ~ wu ;rour ace when ;rou d1acont1Dued aobool? 

(7) What cl.Ua would 11)u baft •raduatacS with? (7ear) 

(8) What grede were 70U 1n when 70U d1acont1nued sChool? 

(9) lbat ti.Jie or the year did 70U discont!Due schoOl? (mnth 

and~) 



(10) Vbat waa 70ur addreee When you attended eChool? 

(11) How tar did JUU liv. tro~~ acbool? (neareat. 1 aile) 

(12) Are )'OU arried? 

(13) Did 10ur rite (or huaband) craduate froa echool? 

(14) What. ol.asa• did TOU like beat? 1fh7? 

(15) What. olauea did TOU d1al1Jce 1n aohool' Jltv? 

(16) What alae•• have been 110st u•tul to you? ~? 

s 

(17) 'leN ~ 11'f'1DI with both, OM, 01" DO parents When JOU 

quit 10hoo11 Wbioh ... 1 

(18) 1b7 did ,ou 411001ltillu achoo1? 

(19) lfGir did J'OUI" paretltl teel about ,u lea•inr aohool? 

(20) Did JOU like 1chool 1 

(21) DO ,-ou wUh ,ou ha4 tWabed aoh001? WIJ7? 

(22) Would JOU adY1M other atudeftta to t1n1eh achool? ~. 

(23) WoUld J'OU like to attencl .obool Mil' it you cOuld? Wb7? 

(2h) Tlh&t. aport., cluba, or other orpn1sat1ona did JOU belong 

to 01" part1oipate in? 

(2S) Did JOU a'tmd achool g._e, danoea, pvtin, eto. at 

aeho017 

(26) ROlf do 7DU IMl about olube, .porte, partiea, eto. at 

aobOol? 

(27) What Would ,ou .uggnt that would help others to atq 

1D sobool 7 (Be ~1t1o) 

(Bee APPendiX tor 00P7 of queat1onna1re uecl) 
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REVI£'n OF LITE ro 

lducatora thrOughout tbe oountrT have been concemed oftr the 

volunta17 w!tbdrawal.a ol hi&h school atudenta and ha'ft at't.eli;>ted to tind 

Rf8 to halt thi8 problu. Richard. D. Allen, when cUacu••'lnl t.he 

counaeling pro -for the 'fOl untal-7 ntbdrnala .a.y81 

KftrT high school nu ~ pupUa who remain onlt a 
ahort time. Some w1ll leue, through choice or economic 
pree.U:re, aa 800ft u legal cOIIIPUleian is re110Y8d. Still 
otbia.ra will be persaitt.d by their parents to lea-re u soon 
u they tail, 'beco. d18oourap41 have dtaaaree.nta with 
teachera or are \D'l&ble to IIMWlfte ~gr to their oaq>lota 
aatiafacticn. otten 1nabU1 ty to drea well, •to k-.p up 
With the JonetNM~•, or to be in clue with their ch\11181 will 
deteraiM whether pupUii rH&in 1ft achool. 'l'be attitudee o~ 
pupUa and. their paronta are ttie most iJiPortant factors in 
the probl-. 1tb part-tiM worlc 110st ot tho•• who reall;y 
1r8ftt to stay in achool can do ao. 

Previous atudiea 1nd1cate that the a cbool•learin£ 
group 18 not 1Dtenor 1n 1Dtellipnee 1 but hu • wide range 
ot abillV that ia Only illight.ly warped toward the lonr 
range or aoadeld.c abUi t.7. 

D\ the put, almost halt the pupUa in our high schools 
lett by the baok door, &l.•at unnoticed. The present attempt 
1a to utillH available tacU1t1ea tor the IJUidance, adjuat
•nt, and aeaietailce ot theM leaa tortunate pupUa.l 

alter H. Gaumitl state•• 

flaiV' an educator elq)reana su.rpr1ae to tind atatiatical 
pi"oot tbat todq cml7 eout 80S Ot berican cb1ldren enteJ"'
!na bich acb.ool reach the 9th rrade and that cmly about 
halt are preeent on grtiCSuat1on da7• •• Tbq haYe been 
etartJ.8c:S to tind a auah higher drop-out than they expected..2 

Today acbOol leaving 1a a central problem. tacinv. arr, 
~ey that deale With youth. Alon witb job-gettin end 
•te-gett1ng it ie a central problem for each 1ndirtdual 
,outh. The three probl.eDB are moat in~related.l 

1. men. lcl'iara b. J. CouneelinL Pro;;• for the Volunt4rz Withdrawal•. 
Education D~t, ~:tf). Siptem r 1 9. --

2. O&UIIlita, alter R. High School Reten tiont How Doea :Tour State Rate? 
SchoOl LUe, 3Sa69-n:--fe6rua1'719~j. --- -

3. Corneluea, SIUII.lel. SchoOl IAtaYing. School and Sociev ~.3 a29. 
JADU.ar;r ~,, 19Ul. 
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lllployere are prone to accept il:lnore tor work and do not question 

jobs tiecauee, •statiStiaa shOw a striking tendency for increued lev.la 

of achooling to be aaaociatecl w1. tb higher wage or salar.y income• .1 

The War Departaent rule a that high school careers are 
DO longer to be interrupted !or &rm1' eeriice, yet the lure 
ot Mah paid industrial. joba ia "doubl..-decimating• eeoond
ar.r achoola 1n a n~ of cities. 

!IIPloyera, noting the !act that lliliora equipped with 
aoeial security cards, conaid.er that fact au.t'ticient author
ization for them to eapl07 the chlldrm UDder &n7 tn>e of 
working condi tiona. 

In those atatea in Which the school ayate• issue work 
penlite both under atate &nd federal l•e, pla~nt offiCers 
are being kept buy not1.tyina e~~plo;rers that certificates 
cannot be iaaued because a wr1ticat1r' ot the birth date 
abon the boy or frl to be under 16. 

Youth does not realille the ftlue of education in dollars and 

cent., eo they drop out and toUow the line of leut reei.etance. Ricblllln 

uka, "'fhy' do theae bOyS and girlJI leave achool ?" He giYH the an•er u a 

• • • 110at ot t.beae drop-oute, for instance, aharfaUuree 
:1n wo or more eubjecte . IJanT ot thea ahow ho• conditione 
~g1ng abject poYVt)' to broken t•illea w1 th the re8ult
et laek ot one ~t. In J18n7 cane there 18 a deticienc;y 
in health, eyesight, htiarin1, reading abU1 fey or aoJ1Prehen
a1on, or there are low I . Q•a.3 

Wbm a chUd dro~ out their usual intAmt la to find work, but 

since moat 1ndu8t-r1ea won•t hire ~ne uftder 18 years ot age, there 

1.8 littJ.e choice but the streets, reportil Harr.r R. Richmm. 4 

.He al.ao •qa, •Here we eee the recruits tor. IU station holdups, 

pett,- larc~, 110ral md other delin uenta. 'ft10ae whO stay honest often 

r: Ottice Ot EdUcation. Educational A.ttaimamt and Wage or Sal.a!f 
Incoma. April 15, 1947. Volu.e II!, per.e 9.---

2. WbltcOIIIb, Mildred. Induetry is Robbin« OUr Claesl'OOIU. Nation's 
SChools )2t(2)64. Augua\ 194). -

J . Ricbllan, llarr,r H. Drop:outa. rh8 Clearing House 1Jal8J-1.92. Ho. 9. 
4. Ibid. 
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ttnd theu moral6 and ballet :in ·our Q()UI\try ehattored by several )184nJ 

ol~t ... l 

Dl Otab, ware proud of our record tor :ttudents a:ttend.ing eehoolJ 

yd, our oan loseea are high. The loth 8t'Qde clau t.rom l~ 

~:uch 1949-50 untU gradUation ah•a the tOUQWina reeul.taa2 

Table 1 . tverac• em'Ol.l.Mnt and mortal1'V £or Utah 191JJ-1W through 
1949-SO 

Grade 10 Grade U. Grade 12 

Average enroU.llent 10.$95 9671 8346 

A't'eraae !D'taltv 
921& d~,.ar 1J2S 1431 

Pet• 1oM during year 8.1 ll·? 5.2 

1he &Wrage l'lUIIfbft' graduated eaoh ;year was 791S atudents. (See 

cbart in tbe Append1z an enroll.ment. ti~s tor eewt1 Cla88ea through 

aucoeai.,. grade$, aU pubUo achool8) 

h figures from the chart aboW that the boys haw a higher 

pel"'$1,. laav1na eohool iban do tbe girle • For the e1!:111 years, u 

ehmm., the 1236 gtrola lett achoal, or a 2).6 per oent loa a lJJJ4 'boye 

latt aohool, or e. 29. 7 per cent loss ot students tor- each graduating 

claea. (See eb&rt m Appendix) 

It .., uld be interesting to learn how e-h high school 1n the 

atate c~ with these figurea. several atud1ea have been: made .tram 

tbe various 111gb schools t.hroughout the State o£ Utah, 4nd atudiea are 

DGir iD pt'Ogl'tles. Each one completed ehOWIJ tho nwnbel" d.mPJling out .of 

achool. to be mch higher than ~ated, 

X. ii!Cliiiiii, ff...-r,: ii. ~. The ClfJaring l!oUrle lJ alB:J.-192. No. 9. 
2. Rtapo:rt ~the U~tlDGr'lt o! Schlcat.ion. 
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At the Delta High School, 851 people hAd dropped out ot school 

Wore cra4\l&t1on o•ar a period ot 25 TfJ&re, Grlde 11 aholre the largut 

mortality lind p-act. 10 co.tng nut. Glm • Seega1ller upreseea' 

It ia a conolWtion arriVed at :b7 the author !rom re~eos 
gt~, that uide trca the t• who quit to co 1D work., the 
41recrt reaaon !or quitting achool, u apresMd b7 tbe group, 
wre Jlm"e ~·•• 1natead at basic, ~tal and under~ 
.1ng reaaone. 

At the Spaniah Fork H1gh SchoOl, L8wU x. 1\onn found that retardao;. 

tiOD and lack ~ interest could be added to the list ot reasona tor 

quitting achool,2 Wh1le Clara Rebecca Johneon round at the PqBOn Hich 

School that the ftODoioattendlnce records sb.ond the tollowingrl 

Tabh 2, Reuans tor non-attendanee at Pqaon Uich School 

n.lneas 
Jlarv.et 
Work otber than b&.rfut 
11'\Wlq 
HUn~ 
OU.t. ot town 
Sbopp~ 
S&aketb&U tourMT 
Ftmerale 
t.ndinc ahlldnm 
lllaled bua 

31.2 
22.2 
2l.b 
7.0 
S.l 
h.h 
2,0 
1.7 
1..2 
0.7 
o.lh 

Tboae whO are !laking atudt.. to t1nd wh7 atudenta leue sChool are 

leam1fta that about tt. s-. reuone eld.at tbr~hiout the nation. 

A group ot 4llO Loainllle boye and rla from lh to 19 
,..... old ltd.'t acbool lihUe atUl 1n the grada or high 
achool •re interviewed b.r 2 e11pl.oyeea ot the Un1 ted Statea 
Labor Depart.nt 1n an ettort to diaoo-,.r why they quit. 
Reuona giftll 'b7 h38 ware aa 1ollowsa 

1. s.jiU1er, Olin W. A ~ t4 Fol"IDBr Delta High School Studlmte 
Who D1JiOODtiDuecl SohoOl"""'lil'Or.tlridUation. Uailir•a 'ffiiiii, 
&Pii=fiilit 0t !d., s.!.u. 1949. 

~ • Bo~Nftt lAris lei th, A S~li to DeU,raiJie What Caused Students to 
D1aoont1nue School Bel"ore aai\attni F'roa '5iii1il\ Pork H!ili §ChOOl, 
liiGria 'lfiea!a, D.f.U. 19Sb. - - -

J, Jomaon, Clara aebecoa. .& S'f.ud.1 ot ROn-A\t.endance 1n tba Payson 
S!!!1or !!!e School !!!:, ~ !!!f'l.~OIIL9. ILGr*• !liuu. B.t.u. 191,9. 



D1e•at1.tact1aa w1 th eohool 
l.ooaoid.o need 
Lu.t'e ot o 
Marrta,. am F•II*"G7 
otbel"8 

'b 209 who lett beo&wle of diJil&tWact1on with 1chool 
111 184 to b&ft lett tor the to~ ~·1 

an 
fan~ grede8 - d1scoure.aed 
D1Hatiat1ed W1 tb ooun• 
D1eliked teecbere or teaching •thoda 
Diallked aoo1Aal. relatiou or the 
~qat. 
~ to 8d,3uat atter tranater 

Tbo\llht <1tao1plme \oo • .,... 
other a1.,.Ueneou rea.oaa 
D1alind acbool MNl.l¥ 

N-.r 
j8 
29 
2S 

13 
8 
s 

17 
74 
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:rn another •twiT it -.a tound that •tudenta wttbcbwwins .,.. JDet 

tnquentJT tr011 ~~~ ot a lGir eoonoaic and oultarall.rritl.2 It waa 

ruled. by a ju4p 1D Ob1o that it. ia obY1oua that pow.r\Y u no emUM 

tor non-at.taftd&nce at acboal.. Suoh be1na the c-• it. 1.8 aleo app&l"'llt 

that 1t J)OftJ"V iftterteru With weh at.t.eadllfta.• the bu.r'UD n.ta 

V 1lpOft t.be public a\ l&rp to ... .,.,. INOh '•P•~U•nt b7 llppropriate .-a.3 

\ !beN 1a liuoh to be done Sa addition to tbe prtn'iou~ .ntlanecl 

Wll)'e ot aorNOtiDc atUdct clrop.ogta. David 7 • .U.t.rang •••• 

1. TNat pupU1 • 70UOI &dul te. 
2. Segrepte book learner. tram non-bOOk learilera. 
). Be trut.btul and boneat in amnrering pupU.t queetioD•• 
h. Eetabltlrb .,re e'fta!Dg acboola ~or thoae who work, 

or build up a wort-ecboOl p 

1. ~~ anct oirl.t Leave School. '-rioan ~her JJ•2-l0. 4Pi'U191&9. 
2. i~Cmle-;-I'•titig. 1 'slAiif(ot H'fflihsala troa Hip:b School. Oalit. Jr. 

ot s.c. 16•2J7=se": ~ 19GI. - -
l• n6. J!f!''•nt .,!2 At.telldanoe. tion•s oola 37t(S)b8-b9. 



S. Expand the ottet•inga in all matual aldlla and 
trades tor thoee who can profit b..Y th•• 

6. Eatabliah regiOnal technical 1natitutes . l 

Aalang Hovde eap that conclusions dran trom hie stuc!7 are a 

• • • (1) t at DO kind ot ~ achool could hold ill atudanta 
UDtil raduat1on becauae ot their Mntal.i v and eoollOIIic 

\J at&tAla1 but (2) tbat perbapa ~ourth ot tboH Witbdr...,. 
iDg would remaiD lOnger it there were ooursea within their 
IJ"UPJ ()) that ainu one-halt at the etudenta enrolled 
lrit..bdrew at the tnd. ot two 7MJ"8 or before. the achool ain 
plan to give thtill dUring that period aueh training aa Will 
beat tit them to •et the eney ~lite aituatione in their 
m~t & home arid at work. 2 

11 

nte Delver, Colorado, •t.wly abows that their schools haft done • 

ra~rkable job ot keeping 70\JDI people in achool. Q1ly 9 per cent 

o.:f! " stuM!lta taU~ drop out whereas the nation•• average 18 

mch bighv. 

They M1nta1il that • are sirlne the ~Ulfl peopla a ••llna ebot 

education 1D a )\ydrOgen-boilb ••· Righ aohoola tend t.o atiok to tbe 

trad.itiOnal aubjeota inatead of branch1D out and tead\Sn b0)'8 and 

girla. '1'bq haft bro-'.ened their currioulua untU the;r ... teaching 

eighteeft oourHa ot JIU81c &lone. 

!he teachere have been tra1Ded to live indindual guidanoe to each 

ot th11'1:f" ,ounptera they are respoMible tor duri n_a their entire 

high ochool o&Ner. 'l'he atudente' 1Dtereat. ~d abUitiee &nt tore.,at ~ 

1D ~rt..loe and claa ... baft been deaigned to belp hila mst. Students 

change alaaou oalT wberi the student and aoUDBelor agree oa 11bat aboulcl 

be ~ to ~ a problea. 'ft1e chUd 1a taught tbe neoeaaar;y eubjeotll 

a.a will u ~ art. eo that b1e career 1a well-roundect. 

1. GiiitrOii,h baitd T • .J:U• Objeot10na to SOhool. Nation'• bOola 
JS• (J)>t. lliroh 19 • -

2. Hcmkl, A8llb~. A Stud;r .o1' W1thdr•w trom H~h School. callt. 
Joum&l ot Seoon!ai7Suiit~ DiiYl.M. 
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only 6 per cent of Den~r•s students fl.il one or more college 

courses. Uln.l&l.ly 20 per cent ot tn.e college etuden ts fail one or more 

ol.aaaea. Denver bas found a valuable method that other schools shOuld 

ooneicter. The ••sea ot people llbo are disillusioned ar. the d1acontented 

people atreoted by tbe world•e •ina' that a Daocraq suet tight and 

UDl.eaa the schools can do a better job todq, tbe7 will not be readJ' 

tor tomorrow. •1 

Earl Cor, 1n hie atu~ of Binghaa, found that pupU. ri th high 

grades wre found to be abMnt leas than pupUe with low narkeJ and that 

pupils cl .. sified 1n the lower ab1l1V groupe •re absent :aore than 

puplla or a higher abU1ty 1eve1. 2 

""' In the Ducheene atud7 b7 Aplanal.p, it was found that the teachers 

and principals were moat 001111210~ blamed tor student dropoooouts. He 

showed that 70. ~8 ~r c_,t didn •t conaidir the pririciw or teacher u 

f. a friend. (tt wae lom1d that only .34 per cent of the studeatil dropping 

out h~ been contacted and aaad to return to achool. J ) 

Here is a problem that neecsa auch attention. 1'lh7 are students , 

al.lowed to quit school 1r1 thout eo 111ch as a wave of the hand or a 

good~ When ~T leave achool2 Teachers, couneelore and principals 

ebould baTe checked em hia betore he waa &l.l.owed to drop out ot achool .4 

L&re E. Jenkins givea the idea that failure in olaasN ~ conduc~"nJ 

to drop.oute. He showed that 1&6 per cent ot the dropo.out etudente had 

tailed one or mre claeae.a. S 

1. Clirk, T. I. Diirnr SChools Connect teaming with We. Readere • 
Digeat.. Februarr 1~1. 58a89:.=92. --

2. Cox, A. Earl. NOD-AttAndance at Bingham tligh School. ,..ter•a Theaia. 
1~7. -- - ---

). Apl.~alp, Tbo.lti3S J . Ail !nTeat&!m:t.icm ot ~· Who Dropped Out ot 
la. ~Schools ~ 15Uch~ame fi. ~9~- . - --

$. JtinJdne, :tan E. !. Stuciz ~ the Records ~ Drop...oute ~ Cheyenne, Wyo. 
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Harold DUlon aoe• farther ~d aaya that S2 per cent nad tailed 

OQe or aore Cl.auea or had been ret.a.i.ned 1ri the eletntary {tradee. 

He atatee that 27 per cent ot the leaftl"s lett <iuring t.he lOth grade 

beoau.ae 11\ie wu the l•t 7"1' o! aompul..eory ectucatton. l 

l"lift ilaon tella •hT atudla~ lett the Pqecm Hiab School. 

Tbe o~eea he found cantr1butinc tonrd the elia1nat1on fro. echool 1n 

M• etud;r ot 27 o ... s -.. 

Table b • Why atu~ t. lett Pa.1801l Hilh SchGOl. 2 

Rea on lfuilber Percent 

Lack or lntelll enoe - low I e Q. 18 67 
Lack ot boDe support or urp 12 bh 
Lack ot ed.uc&t10nal trad 1 tiCID 1n 

fa117 12 bh 
Lack of abU1t7 u 40 
I.Mk ot aab1 tton 10 Yl 
POor belle tratninR 6 2J 
Diaoourt~ged beoaue ot irngullr 1 v s 19 
Inatab111t7 ot ldolescence 3 11 
r&Uure ot aahoOl to atve d .. t.NC! 

oouraea 2 1 
m health or s1olmeal in tat.q 2 1 
Heeded to hi!Up .upport t..u.t 

Pel"Jdna found that about. 40 per cent .xt prObab)¥ .,re ot the 

etudaftta who COJipleted aNile 1WND 1n the Qrat1 te ool Diatri.Ot 1 

(3) Deed tor 110ne1 aftd uterl&l. thinge.l 

uuable to see t.be pro bU. Whicb contront tbem at tba , t11118 ot le&Tina 

1. nman, vole! J . Ear]J> chool Lel.\'01"8. lat1Gilal Chlld Labor 
eo-ittee. x .. toii"'lo. 1 .. fori. 1948. 

2. WUecn• Jlelm. :wb,T ~Ua Lea.,.. Pa:/11on High SChool before Finiab!!!f 
the !nth Grade. -s.lArl'i""'Th8a!i. 192L.-

) . ~HntiOn L. School Leawra 1n the Illite School Dutrict, 
191.9-;o. - -

186336 



aobool end lack ot eutticient objeotiY1t7 t.o ake true anll3'81a o.t the 

nuona 1lb;r they le&ft 8Cb0ol. " He also had the teachera ju • the 

l?o78 and girls md they conCluded that 80 ~r cent of the boys and 

78 per cent ot the 1rla who d1MOnt1nued 8Chool were attendance prob-

1... !~'hey eaid tbe student c:b"op-oute had no interest 2n aabool, and 

bad poor etu~ bab1te .. 1 

Jeeele • caeper noted that teachers leek Uidtor.a ataridard• 1n 

era~ and detendntng tlw taUure or aucoese of a pupU, and it ha8 m 

i.llportant bea~ on pupU tailure. 

the •tudent•e enUre eohool oar.er 1t •• aN to belp h1L AD blprond 

curr1aUla should be broader and ..-. varied, Md maladjusted etudenta 

ehoulcS be wt t.hdraD tl'OII high •ohool and placed m special •ohool.e 

better pre~ to ••t 1ndl'riclU&l neecla of tboae una ule to adapt to 

the high aohool cuiTioul-.2 

In 110at iut..nou each author hu found the .... bano reuona for 

atudm\ drop-outl and the reaaona ~iar to hie own looal1V. In 

each caee thia peculi&rity baa bMD reOordecl to allow Where-ill the study 

1a ditterent. 

~ In ~•ina this uter1al a atate.nt tiy riel · ' · IAYy list. 

ei ht oauaee of tatlun. Which wUl•ter~ Jwlp to l•Mn the drop.. 

out :probleM. lll tM probluli, t. belin.a, 01n be el11id.nated or 

•t.er1&1.17 reduced 'by the teacher. (l) Lldc ot 1Dterut.J (2) Ho.e 

oonditione not CODduci'N to atudyJ (3) PJo-:eic&l and ~tal abauetionJ 

(la) ,..,_, (S) Too ~1d aooeleratianJ (6) IJit1n1tel,Y ~rebelwible 

1. 



MUi ot knowledgeJ (7) ToO 11811y oppo•i.na torcuJ (6) Dia.at1sfact1on 

With thi teacher •1 

Harold J . Dillon tella u it the schools are to reoo£lliM the ne«<8 

Of ,.,uth and att.pt to proVide tor thea, tb.,- Jllt18t reoord all pertinent 

·~.H.anoe• 01 students arid tharo the reooi'dil with all aobool pereoDMl• 

Students lll8t bave a feeling or eenee of ~ to the school. Th1a 

iJiipl:teit tM t the teecher aut ~ the student a1d hie background tint 

W. teach the IUbjeot nut. 'l'bq wet be .t.U.Ur with the C\Dilllative 

recorda and work With tbe ICbool pereonnel OtJ each and eftl'7 probln. 2 

1. tfti, lei • What Price Failure? School and SOo1efi7 h7t766-67. 
JUIW u, 1938. -

2. DUloll, Harold J . f'tlt SchOol Li&YeNe NatioMl Cb11d Labor 
Collld.ttee. New Tor 1 1 .. York. 1948. 



A SURVEY OF TflOSE \'JHO I 'I'HDRD'i FR011 

SOUTH CACHE 

Presenting~ analpin§ school recorda 

B~dmm of enroll.ment -
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Table S. BNekd.own ot enroll~~ent at th& South Cache K1gb School 

fear to · 
§!"8duate 

1948 
1949 
19SO 
19Sl 
19$2 
19S3 

or!i1Dat 
claae number 

16.) 
17.3 
lb9 
167 
167 
16.5 

Oraduatee 

us 
143 
101 
lh7 
149 
140 

Nrcentot 
'l'ranaters Drop-outs droe:;outa 

h lW 23.9 
7 31& 19. 6 

14 34 22.1 - 20 12.0 - 19 ll.J - 2$ 1$.2 
Avera,. 11.3 

The abo"'e table reveals a large nmllbar of drop.oute tor the years 

1948-1950 and a much lder nUJiber tor 19;.L-,t953. In 1'948-1950, there 

were transfers listed ae ei thar entering or leanng south cache, thus 

aking up the total enrollment. During 19$1-19.531 the tranatera to 

and trom the school were equal in number. Alter totaling the figures, 

t.here were 176 drop..out students tor these )'ears. 

School ~at,_ten;..;..danee__.· ...... !!!!_!!~South ~!!.!:!!! _s c_h_oo_l_ 

'l'Wo aignit1cant l•s governing attendance were 1n effect at this 

time . 'ftte f irst, known ae the •18 day rule•, provided t hat an.y student 

atqing out ot aeh.ool 18 days receiwd a credit cut or one term, or 

au weelca, in h1a class work, or 1/6th ot his credit. He could • iss 17 

daya and rectt1ft !ull credit, but he lost credit on the 18th day and 

nery 18 days miesed thereafter. A alutt was cotu1ted as five days ot 

absence. Th1a rule wae used during the years 19h8-195l. 
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In 19$1, a new re~at.ion was begun. Tho deduction from the &rade 

rather tban fl"'OI the eredit waa made. It provided that a student who 

wae ill reoe1vecl four days of excu.aed absence by presenting a slip 

signed by h1a p&renteJ thereafter he was to obtain an excused or non

chargeable absence only with the signature of a doctor or nuree. 

otherwiae, be was cbar1ed 1 per cent per day. All other absences were 

charged 2 per cent per day with the exception of a elutt, which 

reoe1"11td 10 per cent per day cut. At th.e end o1 the Dine weelc term, 

the per cent deduction was totaled and subtracted from the term 

grade. 
. 

Wba1 a student ie delinquent constantly, he loses 1nterellt in 

aohool Ill d hill grades la.g 1n accordance. Ue becomes diecouraged and 

the work mounte up whUe hie ap1rita aag, until he. wants to forget 

ecbool. This eeems to be one o~ the firet re•aone tor quitting school. 

'l'ablea 6 and 1 an pages 18 and 19 ahow the DBCI1an tor attendance ia 

rather lG~t 1n the caae of students who drop out. 'nle total days a 

etudent attended school, the year be dropped out 1a also recorded even 

though he II&)" haw gone one or "bbro days r18ht at the beginning of the 

echool ,ear. 

In table 8 on pllfte 20, the -.dian of attendance •o considerably 

higher r or the yeare 19u8-1949 tha.D for the other 7eara, even though 

fflfler atudents craduated. 

Intelligence quotients of thoee interviewed 

In checking the 1nteU1pnce quotients of the delinquent etudenta, 

there seeme to be an indication that the poorer students are dropp1n out 
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Table 6. Dqe attendance 1n the year of drop.out 

DaY! attended 1948 19!J9 
BOys 
19~ 1951 19~2 19SJ Total 

170 - 1 - - - ... 1 
165 - 1 • - - 1 2 
160 2 - 2 1 1 2 8 
1$5 4 - 2 - - - 6 
lSO 2 2 1 - 2 - 7 
l.US 3 1 - - - 1 s 
lbO 1 2 l 1 .. - s 
13S - l - - - 1 2 
lJO 1 1 - - 1 - 3 
l2S - - - 1 - - 1 
l20 l - • - - - 1 
us - - - - 1 - 1 
uo - - 1 1 - - 2 
lOS - .. - - - 1 1 
100 - - - - - - -9S 1 1 - - - - 2 

90 - - 1 - - 2 3 as - 2 - - - ~ 2 
eo 1 - 1 1 - - 3 
1~ - 1 - - 1 2 
70 1 - - - - - 1 
6S 1 - - - - • 1 
(:1) - - - 1 - - 1 ss - 2 1 - 1 1 s so 1 - - - - - 1 
hS .. - - - - - -hO - - 1 - - - 1 
JS - - 1 - - - 1 
30 2 - - 1 - - J 
2S 1 - - - - - 1 
20 - - - - - -lS - - ' - - - J 
10 1 1 - - - - 2 s - - - - - - .... 

0 - - - - - -No data awilable s 4 - 2 2 1 l!J 
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Table 7. Da78 attendance in the ye~r dr-opped out 

Girl a 
naza attendanae 1948 1949 1~0 1951 19$2 1953 Total 

170 - - 1 1 
16S - - 3 - - 1 b 
1(>0 h 5 2 5 1 6 23 
lSS - 1 6 3 2 1 13 
lSO 1 2 - 1 1 s 
l4S 1 - 1 - 3 1 6 
1.40 h - - - - - 4 
13S - - 1 - 1 
1)0 ... - 1 - - - 1 
125 - l 1 - - 2 
120 - - - - .. 1 1 us 1 - - - - - 1 
110 - - - - -lOS - - - - - 1 1 
100 - - - .. - - -95 - - - - - -90 - 1 1 
as - - 1 - 1 
80 l - - 1 - - 2 
7S - - - - 1 - 1 
10 - 1 - - - 1 
65 - - - - - -60 - - 1 - - - 1 
ss 1 - - - 1 so - - - - -hS 1 1 - - - 2 
hO - 1 - - - 1 
JS 1 - - - 1 
lO - 1 1 - - 2 
2S - 1 - - - - 1 
20 - - 1 - - 1 
lS - - -10 - 1 - - - - 1 s - - .. - 1 - 1 
0 1 - - - - - l 

lfo data fh'a.Uable l 1 1 - - 1 h 
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Table a. 1\:)taJ. da78 a student attend&d school during the drop-out year 
Year 01 
graduation 

l9h8 
1949 
1950 
19;.1. 
19S2 
195.3 

ot school. The following table •howe the median tor the boys is 91 

~d the girls 87 whUe the •choo1 average u .. bout 100. TheM scores 

~ were the onlT avaU&ble oaea troa the l"ecords, br.lt they eeem to indicatAt 

that the s-tudents droppina out were on the loqr end of the I . Q. Beale. 

Table 9. AnUabla 1nte111cence quotient •coree ot clrop-outa 

Score 
108 
10.) 
101 

99 
98 
9h 
9.) 
92 
91 
90 
89 
08 
as ru. 
8.) 
e2 
81 
80 
7S 
1h 
68 

t· 9'•· ot Bol! 
F!"!9!l!J,?:Cl SCore 

2 107 
2 100 
.) 99 
1 96 
3 94 
1 93 
2 91 
1 89 
.1 vedian Scon , 
1 8 
2 8h 
1 8.) 
2 81 
2 76 
1 7S 
1 74 
1 71 
1 
2 
1 
l 

Jr 

~· 9'•• ot Girls 
FreCJU!llCY 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 Jledian 
i 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

24 
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Grades ~ dr?E:'2!ts 

'1he last reponed grades show that the girls had a higher average 

than the beya.. The boys averaged "0" and "D", •hUe the girls were in 

the nB• and nott group. These grades mean that the boys are ave'f'age and 

below 1 wbUe the girls are avBrage to above •era •· The average grade 

tor tb entire school was h1ih •c". 

·'!'he data indicates that 'the boys intended dropo-out. was oE a longer 

duration than that ol the g1rla1 because the gi.rle in most cues ten 

1n love, quit school and got man-led, wh1le the boys onlT became dia

oour&ged. and finally dropped out. See tables 10 and u •. 

It wu found that at least three tourtha ot the boys lost credit 

wbUe only on.._.tourth of the girls received loases. 

iftte boyat bea~ .gradea, on a whole, were wru.alq higher l#ld their 

eredt t out less 1n the vocational subjects than in the academic work. 

The girls rollowed the same trend W1 th homemaking and t1pe be1hg their 

outstanding ola•sea w1 tb. acc:omp~ better grades ot trom S per cent 

to 20 per cent wi tb the median beinl 10 per cent. 

El'tgl1ab, biology, history, and aueh were the hardest tor bo181 and 

the ;tirla bad trouble 1l'i tb Jnglieh, shorthand, ohemi.etr;y and algebra. 

Diatance dr!f:Oute lived from ac~l 

B7 &eotd.ng the d!atance each student lives fro school., it was 

found that many atudel'lta close to the high school had tre• transporta

tion. Busses came from eaeb town and gathered etudenta in woh a way 

that no tme had more ths.n one-fourth ot a mile to walk,. while those 1n 

RJrum. had not more than one-halt mile t.o the nearest bus atop or to aohool. 

The onq except1on wu with one £a.mil7 1f'ho bad more than the above 
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Table 10. Lut reported radee ( ave~e) for bo18 

Orade 191&8 191&9 1950 19Sl 1952 19$) Total 

Free~ tear 
I - - - - - -
B • - - - - -c 1 .3 2 1 1 - 8 
D 2 2 - - - 1 s 
F - - - - - 1 1 

SO~hoaore Year - - - - - - -
8 - - - - -c s 1& .3 - 2 2 1) 
D ' h 2 1 3 .3 16 , .) - 2 - 1 - 6 

Junior Year 
X 1 - .. - - 1 
8 - - - - - .. -c 3 2 1 1 1 1 9 
D J 1 ) .) - J 1) , - - - 1 - - 1 

Senior Tear 
1 .:' - - - - - -
8 - - - 1 - 1 
c 2 2 1 - - - s 
D 1 1 3 - - - s , - - - 1 - 1 

No cord 4 - - - - - 4 
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Table n. Last reported gradeD (average) tor girle 

Gr.ade 1948 1949 1950 19Sl 19)2 19$.) Total 

FresbaUan Year 
A - - .... - - - -
8 1 1 .. ... - ... 2 
c - 1 • ... - - 1 
J) 2 l - .... - - 3 
F - - - ... 1 .. 1 

~bofiOrtt . Year .. 1 - - - - 1 
B 1 .. 4 2 .. l 8 
0 J 2 3 l s s 19 
D • 1 ·- ... - - 1 
p - - "" .. - .. 

Junior Year 
•t --. 1 1 2 - - - -s 2 4 ' 2 l 1 16 
a 6 ' h 4 J 3 24 
D .. - - 1 1 2 4 
F - - - - - - -

Senior Y4Ull" 
X - - - ... - -B - 1 - .... - 1 2 
c - - l 1 - 1 3 
D - - - - - - -F - .... - - - - -
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.nt1oned diatance to travel and they were paid to transport themselfta 

to and from school tor a distance of 2t .Uea. See map in appendix. 

Tbe students droppl.na out ot school .,_.. distributed proportionate~ 

throughout the towna as the tollfJIIfing table w1ll abolr. All the aom

mmdtiea eend1ng student. to SOutb Oaohe nre all represented in the 

drop.ou~ pl"''bl ... 

The school recorda did not ehow tho school population b.; tolmaJ 

1D order that a per oap1ta figure might be 1nd1cated1 the 19~ u. s. 

censua waa used to show the OOJIP&r iscn. 

Table 12. D1atribut1on of drop-oute by ooJrJBUnitiea 

frMii NUi&r Of 
TDn J?OPUl:atiOD* dro~ta 

South Loan 150M 7 
lf1llnll.e 401 1S 
Pal'*i1H hOl lS 
WelleYille 12bl U6 
Collep Ward )00 8 
Hible.r )04 8 
a,ru. 1704 lS 
North to~an SJS U 
Mendon )69 7 
roung Ward 2~ 4 
Pro'ridence lOSS lS 
River Heights 800K 7 
•T01m populatioll aa ot l9!Z taken trom u. s. Cenaua 
*' £aU. teeS f1gurea 

Preaentinf) ~ &na9!1nl the 1nterrlew 8Ul"!!l 

4.7 
3·1 
3.1 
3.7 
2. 7 
2.7 
2 • .3 
2.1 
1.9 
1.6 
l .S 

.9 

Prom the total ll\Uilber ot etudanta that c:lroppedioout, 60 atwtenta 

were contacted for personal interview. These atudenta were all resident. 

ot Oaehe County, or people Who bad returned to viait. They •re aake<i 

the QJ.eationa tound on the q•stionn&ire. (See ~~ppendix tor queati.cmnaire) 

All students contacted were trank and wry willln to ann.ar the 

questions. Nearl.7 eYeJ"10lle expreaaed a desire to ne the resul ta al¥1 

wanted to help othere to sta,y in school. 
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Tbl DUIIber intemewed was not piotc.d tor the results they would 

lift, but pu.rely those &T&Uable tor a. random sapling. There were 

34 boys and 26 g1rla aampled. 

Age ~ diacont1nu1ng eohool 

Table lJ • Preaent agee ot drop..outa (Al•o see graph on present agee 
on tollowing page) 

Ap Boys Gil-le Total 

17 1 • 1 
18 l 2 ) 
19 2 7 9 
20 s ) 8 
21 2 s 7 
22 9 l 12 
2.3 8 4 12 
24 4 2 6 
2S 2 ... 2 

Table 14. Age When atudenta diacont1nued. school 

Age so,.. Girl a Total 

14 - 1 1 
15 h 2 6 
16 s 10 lS 
17 lS 12 27 
18 9 1 10 
19 1 1 
Refer tO graph on page 27 

Bo,a dropped out ml)lt tr.quentl.y at a e 17 and 18, or during the 

junior and senior year. The girls were sligbtJ.y younger, being 16 and 

171 or during the eophollore .m. junior ,-ear. 

Date ot dieconUnuance ----------
The boys dropped out mainly during the months o1 llarcb1 AprU, and 

ltaTJ the &1rla during 'arch, April, and , with September, tober, 

and NoveaJber rwmina a close aeoond. 

For convenience, the month• have been grouped as f ollows to ahow 

the tiM o£ year they dropped out of school• 
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11ll.l september, OOtober, and November 
Winters ~8l!lber,. .Januaey, and Febl"\\Bl'Y 
Springa 'arch, April, and vq 
SUJ111D8r1 June, Jul.y, md August 

Table lS. Seaeon of drop.out 

Season BofB Girls 

Fall 6 8 
Winter 6 s 
Sprina 22 ll 
su-r - 2 

Rome town or studente ........_._......_ 

Total 

lh 
u 
3.3 

2 

11le students 1nterv1ewed 11vecl 1n the !'ollmri.Dg areu 11bUe 

attending school. 

Table 16. Ifome.o.town location and distribution 

Town BOys Oirle Total 

R)TUm s 10 lS 
MUlvUl.e l J 6 
111blq 2 - 2 
North Logan 1 1 2 
College &rei u 2 6 
Young Ward 2 0 2 
lfellavUle 9 6 15 
River Heights - - -South Logan -Prorldence 2 2 4 
Paradiae .) 2 ~ 

Distance Uved froa school -

28 

The atudente Who were li'Vin~ distances .. .,.. trom school were pro

'rlded tree bue transportation to and trom. school . 'l'he g reatest distance 

walked to a bua atop or school was one-hAll' aile 1n a very fa casoa, 

With one-eighth lld.le being the average. 

'l'he distance froa eohool is abown 1n Table 17. (Also see m1p 1D 
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Table 17. Distance trom school 

Miles to Number of esto Number of 
school students school ltudenta 

. 2s 2 6.S s .s 6 7.0 8 
1. 0 3 7.S 1 
1.5 4 a.o -2.0 - 6. ) 3 
2.S - .9. 0 6 
3.0 - 9.5 -.) .5 - 1o.o 5 
4.0 2 1o.s -b.S 1 n .o 2 
s.o 3 u .s -s.s - 12.0 2 
6.0 7 

The greatest distance trantled was 12. 0 .U.es tro North Lot!an and 

Nortb ondon. All eaid tbat the dtatance traveled didn't bother tlum 

~ waa not a factor tor their qu1tt1ns schoOl. 

Present ar1tal 1tatua 

Boya 
Oirle 

Nuaber 
married 

14 
21 

Huaber not 
married 

19 
1 

N'WIIber 
diTorced 

l 
h 

Total 

J4 
26 

'1'b.e boya had mar:ried ••Yen girls who bad graduated from high school 

and eight who had not graduated. 'lhe prla had •rr1ed ten high atcbool 

graduate• and fitt.een wen not graduates. 

Hoae background of dropo-outa - . - .... -..::.. --
The parente • attitude toward the student diacontinuina school 1e 

lhOIIn b;y tbe follalring Naul t8 I 
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Table 19. Parents • attitudes wward the discontinuance ot eohool 

Parents objected Ho objection Unbiased 

21 
14 
-,; 

12 
u ...,. 

1 
l 

T 

!he above fJtatietiee reveal that the ujori ty decided tor them

••lvea and the parents were mable to contt-ol these de-o1eiou. 

FolloWing is a aample, ot the answers g1v.n by the •tudents when 

asked •ROw d1d 7C)ur parents feel about )"'U quitting achool ?" 

•l(y parent. didn't like it. The;r tried to keep • in 
school. • 

.._. hwJband Aid to go to school, but I wouldn • t . • 
"ltV pa.rente wanted me to tmisb, but agreed that I oould 

etop because I was ol~r than the othon. n 
"Tbe.Y felt terrible. • 
•}(y p&renta were separatingJ they dJ.dn• t care. • 
ftt!'bey would rather I had finished school• but told • to do 

ae I thought best. " 
"They wanted me to go a fifth year and oomplote av ecbool

ing .• • 
"The7 were tngry wtth • and wanted me to finish. l:>ut later 

they signed wt th • ao I could get into the service. • 
•I waa needed. at home• and dad wanted mo in acbool, but. 

WOUldn t t do anything about 1 ~" 

they had tinish.ed school. Pour, or U.6 p(uo oent did not want to tftaish 

and four, or 11. 6 per cent at. times wished tlwy bad COIIIPleted hiRb aohoOl. 

Sevent.e.ft g1rle1 or 6S.h per c~nt1 wiBhed they bad finished school . 
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Six,, or 2). 1 par cent did not Wish the;y had dtayed 1n aohoolJ and 

t.hnJe, or u .s per cent were undecided 4\bout the ID&.tter. 

When asked U they l1Jced acbool, they replied• 

Table 20. Student. • attitude toward finishing school 

Yea No Undecided Yea. untU 
marr1aR$ 

Boys 19 10 6 -Girla 16 4 5 1 
Totals "'); -m -rr -y 
Percentap S8.3 23.-3 16 • .3 

'lhe7 gave the toll011 na reuons tor> their statements • 

"I was not enthused about 1t. • 
•t liked it. wry much. • 
"' hated 1 t." 
"I liked school, eapeoially good grades. " 
111lot nt!oeanrilJ', but I don•t know •b.:r•" 
•Yea, 1n eome aubjeota, but not in others. • 
•soatimls1 but I hated tbe .1dea of for'Ced edueat.ion." 
•I dldn·•t like acbool then." 
•rea, but vocational work: is the beat.• 
•Yes, it ,-ou leave out &lgluh ... 

1.7 

JJ 

In .rp1t. of their own experience and deeirea at the t:t:m. they quit 

lchool; t.hq an gave an overwhela1.ng vote tor other& to f1n1ab school. 

'l'bJ.r't7o-t:.iwee, ol" 91 p&r cent of the to;yaJ and 2.'J., or 88.b per cet)t ot 

the girls laid they thought all students anould aradl.ate. One boy, 

or 3 per eent:J and three g1rla, or U . 6 per cent., &aid it was not too 

illpo:rtaftt to raduate. EftQOne, hOWaYer, eai d it wa.e more important 

for a boy to tf.niab school than it was for a girl . 'ftte.re was not one __ ...._....._ .___. 

•tudent ~ said ~ ~ ~radu.ate ~rom b!§h ecllool. Eveey- student ea14 

to finish it the eircuutancaa wre auch that one could. tr;y to get, 

along with t.he teacben, and be prepai"Gd. tor claaa each dq, was their 

reaction. 
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one young couple 1lh o had discontinued school at the beginning of 

the sophomore -rear was TerT emphatic about the advantage of an education 

which :included a high school diploma. They presented man;, .facta • 117 

the7 should have finished achoo~,. such as 11being able to get better 

jobs, gaining added prestige or a high school education, JWlre easily 

accepted into the town social circles, better able to care f or a fam:U71 

more friends and business acquaintances and b etter a~.ble to cope wi tb the 

problema of life.n Neither were sorry they had gotten married, and had 

their t.;o beautiful chUdren, but regretted not taking their parents 

advice at tho time they were considering leaving school. 

Typical anners to the question "Do you wiab you had f inished 

school?" wre t 

111 wouldn't have married eo aoon." 
"I could have gone to college. • 
•t wish I had a diploma. • 
•I didntt get any help from. the things at school." 
"1 feel like I need it to get along in life." 
Mflhen others finished I wanted to be like them and have a 

diploma.• 
•'nle opport1.mit1ea for work and the job req~iremente are such 

that a high school educat ion 18 required.• 
•I bad lots of f un at acbool, ~t ab8ence aade me R:!t behind 

and I couldn • t keep up." 
"ltr work as a waitress teaches me more than school did." 

Student tmggeet1ons £2!: keepin§ others 1n school 

Moat former students interviewed felt others ehould atay in s chool. 

()Uy' one boy and three girls out ot the s ixw intorvifJ1fed said it would 

depend on the circumstances. Their r easons t or their answers were 

varied, but essentially they were as fo~s 

•A high school education helps all, especi.all.y in the service, 
on a Jldasion, in lite, etc." 

•Something aight}" important should be the only r eason for a 
person leaving school.• 
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•People don't know how illportant school is until thq are 
out. •• 

J6 

"Bo7a by all means go to school. Girla not quite ao important." 
"It they get irlvolved with ensage•nts, t.bey better get 

mr:ried. • 
•Oo to achool1 boweTer, 1 t depends on the ei tuation. " 
•It•a a waste ~ time if they dislike echool1 but it's atUl 

better to go. • · 
•I want to go to college and can't becaaee I don • t have Ill' 

high school diploma.• 
"'et it 'ltlile youtre JOllllg and freah. It• a tuo hat'd to go baolc. • 
tt!ftn boUNII'i vee need more education. • 
"S1xteen ill too young to get married. Oirla should ~o to oehool." 

'IWenv-.tiv. bo:ye and eisbteen sirls have had a chang9 ot heart 

about goSna back to school. Each one expressed that they would attend 

school no- if ther' had the oppo:rtuniv. Flrll1.q duti•• eueh as children, 

work, obligatiOM, etc., do not allow them to o back to get a tormal 

eduoation. Four girls and .tour boys were not sura what thq 110uld do, 

and tour bla and tive boya aaid they would not o to achool. 

The atu&mta were asked U they would return to school 1t the 

opportunlt,y prea.1ted 1teelt to thea. 'rbe totals are tabulated here to 

a:h• the interesting results. 

Table 21. Studentll ' reaction ccmcernin returning to school 

Boys Girls Total 

Yes, I would retum 23 19 Ia 
Abeolutol.7 no 6 s 11 
Questionable 1 1 2 
Never thought ot 1 t 1 1 2 
Probabl7 I would -1. -- 3 -
Total 34 26 60 

It appears that 1110at ot the atudent8 would appreo1ate a chance for 

additional education. A sample ot their answers iRt 
\ 
\ "'tt I d1dn •t have to take algebra and the teachers 1fere 1nte1"8st-

1n& to all etudents, I would l1Jce to return to school." 
•t lack the nerva but would like to go back . • 
•r Jma. now wb&t an education •ana, and bow it belpa one to 

take part and get along w1 th otbera. • 

\ 
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•I•m too tar behind; but it I could go to college and get 
the material tor a high ecbool diploma• ! would go .. tt 

•I•d like to be like others who have graduated from high 
school . .. 

awo, I CAnt t aee the need. • 
•Yea, With proper arrangeiDGDte, 1t for not.hing more than to get 

Qlgltah. • 
•t•v. thought a lot about correspondence work. •, 
•I' takinfJ vocational training now at the college. tt 

et.udents c0!!1%8lted that they needed help when they quit school 

and t.."'t.at wae part or the reason they dropped out. Suggestions they made 

concerning what could have b•n done to help the etay 1:n school afe 

Uated below& 

"Studente, c!on•t make up your mind until it cantt be ohaneed 
v w good advice. " 

ouaw more teachers ad'fiae on needs 1 and that age doesn• t 
matter.• 

r•.uore, good, .tr1endq teachers are necessary to keep students 
1n achool. 111 

dWe need muob more student counseling. • 
•Teachel'll could take JllOre 1n:t4l'eat and encourage atudenta mont. " 
~p tbem catch up when ~ebind 1n tbeil" s.-tucliea. • 
•oet more facllities in 1cbool to aid teacbiftg.-" 
•Lay cut the ne.4s tor an educationJ you must make the at.u&tnte 

aee their to~.• 
11\lait. to get married Ul'ltU alter J'OU gl"tldWlte.," 
•tiaten to parente, teacben and. trienda ror qood advice. • 
"ShoW the student the need of an $ducation and convince him 

bJr eho\Ylng oxamplea. • 
• · lng too ch educatiOn and aooial aot1V1 ty can cause 

del.Jnquenc,-. tf 
"Give all en equal opportunieyo 1n epo~, plays, etc._ non·•t 

let cliques ru:a things . " 

SChool a()t.1.vit1ea ertioiJ!&ted ,!:!! !!l, drop.ooute 

School aot1vi t1es seemed to be a minor taotor 1n dropp11lg out ot 

achool. TbiJ"ty-Uio bo7U and twenty.three girls were regular attenders 

of athletic 4ntl school aot1vit.1ea. Qle etrl attended eometimes, 

and bro boys and bro girle aaid they never attended.. .All e-xpressed 

themselves aa .8&\'Ving tbese things trere essential to help maintain 

interest end achool spirit. 
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ot the group dropping-out of .school 12 boys and s.U gtrla claimed 

no cluQ or athletic at.f'Uiat1on and expressed that this tact could have 

lntlutmced their dropping out of school. 

'!'able 22, Sdlool act1v1 ties participated in by dtop.outa-

No cltlba 1 club 2 cl.uba l ol.u'ba 4 club.s Total 

Do)"' 12 3 13 s 1 J~ 
Girle 6 6 9 s - 26 
To tala -m , -n -m ., -m 

Wearly _..third ot the •flldenta ftre not. of the group bel.cmgfng 

to oluba While over one-third belonged to two clubs, arad ten ot the 

1tudents belonged to three clubtt. 

Table 23. Club 11811lbez-.hip ot drop-out atudenta 

Club 8o)ta Girls 'lotal 

O.ttel' Bo" Club 20 - 20 
Better Girls Club - 18 18 
-p. H. A. .... 11 ' 11 
r. F. A• 1h - lh 
Sparta Pep • la 4 
Chorua 2 3 s 
Athlettca 12 - 12 
•so• (SOholarahip for $en1or 

g!rle) - 1 l 
thmior clAes otricer 1 - 1 
In~als team - - 1 
Coft-JII)to ( oborue) ... 1 1 

Pro• the ltet ot club membel'8hips1 the cb-o,....~t a'bldente were 

conc.ntretad ill the Better Girla and Doys Clubll, With the YOcational 

group~~ co!Jdng second. 1b• boya participated 1n athlet1ett (4 the school 

1n :taot.ball, baeQ~U and track. Some baaeball was pla)"ed b7 tbie 

group. &J• were on the •in tAtame tor the eeh.ool,. One boy stated it 

it bad not been tor the fun be received whUe playing football, he would 

aot have stayed in labool u long as be did. 



elates Uke4 3: those inteniewed 

AtU.tu.cies toward claeee$ played an 1Jiportant role in 4etsrm1n1ng 

eehool attendance. The liJcee and dislikes of subj@ta variod with the 

ditterent personalities ot the students. 

Tabla 24. 'Pbe olaasea liked aoat b7 sehool l.oav~ 

Glue Boys G1rl.s 

Seminar,. ~ lS 
Plveical ettucatton J 15 
Shop work 17 -Agricul tu,r>e 12 -D'lgl1$h 2 9 
ft011D ~mica - u 
Hitltory 3 6 
All classes 1 2 
Helllth 9 -Biology 2 7 
JlatheJaattc• 6 2 
Farm Uechanica 8 -Fba'IJSolo . gJ 3 4 
T.n* 1 s 
Chorus - 3 
Driver training 1 2 
BoOkkoctging 1 2 
Shorthand - ' All except biology 2 -Cbem1str7 1 1 
AJ.sebra - 2 
Botarv" 2 -Sci.ence (general) - 1 
Band - l 
Reading - 1 
Speech - 1 
Gi.rtce - 1 
SOOial. SCienee - 1 
None 2 2 

\ 
Reaeons tor 11ldng then certain 8Ubjects we:ree 

*I liked the teacher." 
•I liked vocational .,l'k and tandng . • 
~I liked hOJIMI work and home lite. • 
•z liked the religious side ot lit• . .. 
"l tmjo,-.4 the tr1enah1p o£ tea'<.':hette and claasmatea. • 
"'It wae aore fun where the expl&nattona •ere given .. " 
•I enjoyed working wi tb IV hands. " 
'*I got to go to contests and 8l'ljoyed them." 

Total 

20 
18 
17 
12 
u 
u 

9 
9 
9 
9 
8 
8 
7 
6 
3 
l 
.l 
l 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
u 



Claaeee die.J.iked & drop-outa 

Table 2S. Claena disliked aoat 

Clue 8078 G1rla Totals 

Engl18h ll 9 22 
Matbitmatic. s 7 12 
Biology 1 1 8 
Cirtoa 2 4 6 
Ali" bra 2 4 6 
His to~ 2 ' 5 
PlJta1cal education 2 l l 
~ 1 1 2 
Cbea18tr,r 2 - 2 
All. claesea 1 1 2 
'1'.n» - 1 1 
Speeoh l - 1 
Science (general) - 1 1 
berican proble• 1 1 
Pbyltiolou - 1 1 
CJeomet.:rr 
All ezcept Sezd.naey a-td Jlb7aioal. 

1 - 1 

ech~~tio:n - 1 l 
None 6 4 10 

~ atudenta di.elike claaaea hN been the aae old queet1on whcm one 

18 trying to tind a way to JMlka t.hinge more interesting tor tbeil. Here 

are a tfJfl ot the reaaona that some ot the atudente have giftn for 

d1al1kfnc achoola 

•I ooulctn' t understand 1 t. It waa n waate ot ~. • 
" ! cliallked the teacher. 
•I had trouble rea~U.ng. • 
"l .. _, bl-.d for elutfing whtn I d1dn1t.• 
"Teach~ played £&"fOri tea. • 
•It ,... too bard to undenrtand because J1t1 Engl1ah teacher -in 

the aractu didn't 1118ke • leam baaio mater1al.• 
•Mi.Dd cluaes au! a,gea 1n tb. 88.lll8 olaas room wen not ~ood." 
"Fear of mald.ng U.takes in tront ot the teacher and pupU.." 
11I hated the classes and t.achera. I bad a rough tima ill claaa." 
"flo c:red1 t waa gi ftll tor the work I did." 
"No 1ntireat for- bec&uee or theory atd met.h.od ot teacbing." 
"I waa fooled by ., grades and aa a result I t aUed other 

classes.• 



Olaan• 110St , usetul to the students contactAtd. ......_.....__- -----
Eftn though 1118n7 etudente found contempt tor some eubjecta, and 

othere enjoyed themJ it seeu they all came to an agreement on What 

8\lbjecte helped them moat. 

Table 26. Claesea 1110at usetu1 

Clue Bo78 Oirla Total 

Rome econOJiioe 16 16 
F.ngl.illh s 8 1) 
Sellinary s 8 1) 
V&thellatics 8 b 12 
Agriculture u - 11 
Shop 10 - 10 
Fana -.chant" 9 - 9 
~ical ed.uoa~ion 3 l h 
Driver tra1n1ng 1 1 2 
'l)pe 1 1 2 
SpeeCh - 1 1 
~J.olou - 1 1 
Biolo&r 1 - 1 
Reading - 1 1 
SpeW.ng - l 1 
BotanT 1 1 
All 1 1 2 
None s 3 8 

VJb7 tbeae cluaee went 110~ valuable than the others 1a beat 

revealed b7 the etU4ente • own annen. 

•It belpe 11'1 daily oonftre&tiou, 1nd one's culture." 
11It taught me to take care ot IV home and £811lily. • 
•I leamed new methods to uae on IV farm. • 
"Speech helps Mice one lue baahtule • 
"Plu'aical education i.lllprcmte aneta pb7aical and •.ntal hoalth. • 
•s.inary trains one in the religious background ot his faith. " 
•It taught me IV vocational needs. " 

ad1ng1 wr1t1.1lg and expreeaion are neoeaaar,y 1n all cues. tt 



S RI 1 CONCLUSI ONS ~'D RECOWENDA TIONS 

. 
Tbia :bmtstigation• at the South Cache High SChool, was undertaken 

to determine the reasons for •tudente dropping out of school and to find 

out w!JT they lett school pre1110turel.y. 1neteen torty-eiX through 1953 

were the years used Sn the etuc.\Y. Faotore concerning attendance, gradee, 

likes ltld dial1kn, 1ntell1pnce qaotienta, aDd at titudes were atudiad 

to detendne, 1t one can, the predictive aigna of a atudent planning to 

drop out of school. 

The sunay •thod was aplo)"8d to c!iecover and racord the facti! 

neoeeear:v for the etud)". 'the hi«h achool CUDlalatiw and porsanent 

reoorda wel""8 car.full.T and collp].etel7 eumned tor the deaired 1nfonaa-

t1on. A queet1onnaire waa uMd. to d:lacover the stu~t•a personal 

att.itudea tcnrard school and aubjeota am act1Y1t1ea. The prepared .fon8 

ftl"e filled out by tbe author aa each student ave h1e or her reaction 

to the etatecl question. With the data collected .-xi orgooilled1 the 

cuual and nal.uative •tb• were used 1n co.-ring and analyzing the 

.findings . 

'the t1nd1l'lga ot the atu~, llh:tcb were presented 1n detail 1n the 

preceding chapters, are a\lll.llllriaed 1n the t ollo•ng atatementea 

1. ()1e hundred 8e'98!1~1x atudanta dropped out ot the South C&obe 

Jl!ah School during the eorollment ot the claseea ot 1948-1953 

with an averase of 17 . ) per oent of the class dropping out ot 

echool before graduation. 

2. 11i1rJ7 tactora contributed to the etudenta leaving echool early. 
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One or the greatest reuons was the effect or the school rule 

that provided a deducUon of one-sixth~ a student's credit 

tor every 18 d&ya he ,.... not in attendance at school during 

the ye8l".- Jl&nT atudents had to remain at home tor farm work 

and this 1D affected them greatlyJ thus, they lost credit and 

were unable to graduate1 so they terminated their formal 

education rather than return another year. In the spring of 

195o this rule wu changed so that a per cent waa taken ott 

,tor each day absent. 'JYo per cent was deducted tor each day 

absent for work1 one per cent for unexcused aiokneaa, no per 

cent tor excused (dootor or nurae•a veritication) absence. 

This percentage was deducted every term and this alone enabled 

the student to graduate with a lower grade rather than lose ot 

credit • 

.). Absence wu a factor in influencing a atud&nt to leave school. 

These drop-out student. were absent on an aver e of $.3 days, 

or 12.1 per cent ot the school year. 

4. The above-mentione<S days absence is a poor attendance record, 

when 1 t 1s considered that tbe average a tuden t wUl miee 27 

days, or 15.7 per cent of the schoo1year. The reoords ot tmt 

d.rop..outs aho• 58 students, or 3.3 per cent had good attendance 

records J and 116, or 67 per cent, had poor attendance at school. 

S. The dropooout student tends to have a lOIIfer intelligence quotient 

than does tbe average student. 

6. -nte grades ot the average student, or school continue r, has an 

average score of 78 per cent, whUe the drop-out student shows 

the boya to have a grade ot 71 per oent am the girls 62 per cent 
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Tabl a zr. ATer • cradee ~ interviewed drop-outa ~or bo18 

Grades 1948 1949 1950 1951 . 19.52 19.53 Total 

Pre~ 
1 - - - - - -
B - - - - - - -
0 1 - - - - - 1 
D 1 - .. - - - 1 
F - - - - -

So~homre - - - - - -
B - - - - - -c 1 - 1 1 3 
D ... 3 - 1 1 .s 
r 2 - - 1 - 3 

Junior 
I 1 - - - - - 1 
B - - - - - - -c 1 - 2 - - - ' D 2 - 1 1 - 2 6 , - - - - - -

Senior 
A - - - - - - -B - - - .. - - -
0 2 2 1 l - - 6 
D - 1 - - - - 1 
F - - 1 - - 1 

on&ccotmtad 
tor 1 - - - - - 1 
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Table 28. Aver e grados of lntorviewod dropo-outs tor girls 

Grades 1948 1949 1950 19)1 19.52 19SJ Total 

Frellhlaon 
I - - - - - -
B - - -
0 - - - - - - -
D - - - - - -
F - - - - 1 - 1 

~bolllores - - - - - - -
lS 1 1 - - - - 2 
0 - - 1 - 1 - 2 
D 1 - - 1 
F - - - ... - - -

Juniors 
I 1 1 - - - 2 
B - l ' - - - 4 
c 1 1 3 1 1 - 7 
D - ... - - 1 1 ., - - - - - -

Seniors 
A - - - - -B - - - - l 1 
c 1 - - - l 1 3 
D - - - - - -F - .. - -

unaccounted 
tor - - - - - 1 1 
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Table 29. Absmce o! interviewed drop-ooouta • boys 

foiil r 

d8f! 1946 1949 1950 19;.1. 19$2 lp5J Total 

170 - 1 - .. - - 1 
165 - - 1 - - - 1 
160 l - 1 - - 1 3 
1SS 1 .... - - - 1 
lSO 1 - 1 - - 2 
us - - - - -140 1 1 - - - 2 
135 - - 1 - - l 2 
1)0 - 1 - - 1 
12$ - - - - - - -120 - - - - 1 - 1 
us - - - - -
110 .. - - - - -lOS - - - - -100 - - - - .. -95 - 1 - - - 1 

90 - - - -85 - 1 - - - 1 
8o 1 - - 1 - - 2 
7S - - - - 1 1 
70 1 - - - 1 
65 - 1 - - - - 1 
60 - ... - 1 ... - 1 
ss - - - - 1 1 so - - - - - -bS - - - 1 - 1 
40 - - - - - - -JS - ... - .. -)0 1 • 1 - - - 2 
2S - - - - - ... 
20 - - - - -1S - - -10 1 .. - - - l 
s - - - .. - -
0 - - - - -

t'naccounted 
for 3 2 - 1 - 1 7 



Table JO. Absence of interviewed drop-outs - girle 

'l'otit 
d.aza 191.8 19u2 19@ .. 1951 1952 1953 Total 
170 - - - - -165 - 1 - - 1 
160 1 - 2 - - - 3 
1SS - 1 2 1 1 1 6 
150 - - 1 - 1 ... 2 
lhS 1 - - 1 - • 2 
140 1 - - - 1 
13S - - - - - ... -130 - - - - -125 1 - - - - 1 
120 - - - - - - ... 
ns ... - ... -110 - - - - -lOS - - - - -100 - - - - -9S - - - - - - -90 - - - ... - 1 1 
85 .. - - - - - -80 
15 - - - ... .. 
70 - - - - -65 - - - - -60 - - - -55 - - - - ... -so - - - - -4S 1 - - - - - 1 
40 - - - - - -3S - - - -30 - - - - - .. -2S - .. - - -20 - - - - - -1S - - - - - -10 - 1 - - 1 2 , - - - - 1 - 1 
0 - .. - - -UnAQcouoted 
tor 1 1 1 1 - - h 



or an aver&&e ot 7S per cent tor the two sexes. Q1 a whole 

then, the ecbool grades o:t the drop-out etudent 1a only three 

points l<J~Jer than the avera student who compl.otee h1a work 

at school. 

7. The diatclce the student lived tram school did not. eeem to 

afteet the drop-out because JDan7 ooDDented that this did not 

bother them at all. 

e. Tbe etudents 1b 0 lett school earq revealed 1n their inter-dew 

that their discontinuance ocett.rred dUring the junior year more 

atten than during the sophomore year. The senior year showed 

tbe lowest mrtalit,. (See figure 2) 

9. It was found that the boys m&ITied both gradlatea and non

,raduate• almost equally. The airle married non-graduates (15) 

.,:N often than er.aduatee (10). 

10. F.Yen though parents objected to the school leaving, the etudent 

did as he pleased. Thirt,...tive dilobe)'W(l their parents and 

lef't school regardlu• of advice, wbUe 23 parenta did not 

object to the drop-out of school and two were unbiased. 

u. The studente etated that they did not care for school because 

their tt-iends quit echool or they became discouraged w1 th 

alan• and school 1n general. Fifty-eight and three-tenths 

per cent, howowr, said they liked school, whUe 16.) por 

cent were tmdecidad, and 2J.J per cent did not care !'or ac 

One and ae-..n-tenth• per cent terminated school becmae of 

contl.ict atter marriar.e. 

12. An overwhelming vote came from the drop...oute 1n tavor of 

other students to stq in school. 5!net\1-Beven por cent of 



the bo7a and 88.4 per cent of the girls said to t1niah 

ecbool. only 3 per cent or the boys and 11. 6 per cent of the 

airle said 1 t was not too important to complete an education. 

!fo recODIIHndation was o.ttered 1n favor or leaving schot>l early. 

13. ill former etudente who were interviewed, with the exception 

ot one, upreesed a wish that they had finiehed their formal 

education. They suggested that •tudents eb.ould go to school, 

postpone marriage, study harder, and attend more regularl,y. 

1.4. Fort;1'-two interviewed students, or 70 p r cent, would l ike to 

retum to sohool it they could do eo. neven, or 18. 3 per 

cent would not retumJ and 7, or 11. 7 per cent were not sure 

what course they would follow. Thoy all co-.nted that they 

would llke to retum under certain conditions. 1bese conditione 

Were listed aa a aodif'ied schedule, increased classes and care 

tor their families. 

15. AU those interviewed bad 1Uggeot1ona to help keep other 

potential leaven 1n school. It was mentioned that the abldente 

8houM be educated to be tair with all etudente and not 

mistreat tboee who might be leas fortunate than theJnSelves . 

others adYiaed students to seek good, sound counsel. Teachers 

should be more tr1~ and take more interest 1n the students, 

was mothor conrnent that wu made. 

16. Club attiliationa 1n the school were varied. E~hteen pupUe, 

or 30 per cent had no connection 1fitb clubs or school activities, 

while 9, or 15 per cent were 1n one club or school extra

curricular act1v1V such as a echool play• athletics, music, 

eta.. Tlrentq-two, or 26. 7 par cent belonged to two aetivities, 
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and 101 or 16. 7 per oent belonged to three or uore. one 

atuclent, or 1. 6 per oent participo.tod 1n tour activities, thua 

illustrating an extreme at both sides of the scale. 

17. Activities W8Te found to have had a definite part in keepina 

atudenta, espocially boys, in school. 

18. Students have favorite classes and they seem to vary nth the 

pereonal1 v ot the pupil. 'IYenty students, or 33 per cent, 

said Seminar,y was their beat-liked subject. other classes 

mentioned aa liked were phy81cal education, shop, agriculture, 

English, home eoonordca, history, health, mathen.atica, and 

farm mechanics. 

19. 'l'be claaaea dislikecl most were English, mathematics, cirlcs, 

algebra and history. 

20. Reasons f or the likes and dielikea ot classes and school 

tend to cancel eaob other. Teachers, presentatS.on ~ class 

material, and baaio understanding were mentioned most ot'ten. 

'nle students decided that even though tb&T bad def1ni te dis

likea f or certain olaaaea, they were the very ones which 

helped them most as they progressed in their daily activitiea. 

They li.sted home economics, liah, aeminaey, ID!lthematica, 

agriculture, and S'lop aa the most valuable classes for them. 

21. The grades ot those students in~rviewed were Yel')" aim1l.ar 

to average gr:ldoa ot all d.rop..outa acoounted for. 

22. Attendance records wer lower tor the boys interviewed than 

averqe da711 1n school for the total ~roup ot drop-ooute. 

The interviewed boy averaged 115 days 1n school, While the 

average ot the drop-out. group ot boJ"B was 130 dayu. The girle 



were the eame with the median being 150 d~. 1 ttendance 

tigurea vary slightl7 between the intel'Viewed students and 

the total drop-out students. 

53 

23. The occupations of the intervie"WO<l drop.outs are widely varied. 

The girls became hou,ewives and the boys tollawed tarl'ling and 

various eelld.-•killecl trades or l&bora. 1'be students have 

chosen the following oocupationsa 

Table 31. Distribution or oecupationo among those interviewed 

Oc®pation Number OccQpaticrl Number 

HoUHWU'e 24 Farmer and butcher 1 
FarJ:DBr 10 Junior warehoua~ 1 
Truck dr1 "Ver ) Ra1lroad worker and 
Ant:! l tanner 1 
Navy 2 A1r tor.oe 1 
Construction work 2 V.chanic 1 
Waitress 2 J&!l 1 
Meat paclcer 1 Labol"er 1 
Butcher 1 Fol'eat Service 1 
Recl--.t1an 10 rker 1 Contractor 1 

Nothing 2 

AU are working for other MD and are comparatively aucceaatul 

tn their work. 'two are w1 tbout work ha'Vin£ recently been 

discharged fl"'JI the a~d services. and one 18 1n jail tor 

1•leaaneaa. 

~ the baais of the tindinsJa of thie invuttgation, the 1'ollGia'ing 

conc1u.s1oM seem to be juatitieda 

1. Penalties .tor absence did not attect drop-.out atudente . 

2. Closer checldng or abaenteeiem by school officials would illproft 

attendance ot the students • 

.3. The average grade ot the drop-out student ia alightJ..y lower tball 

that ot the non-drop-out. 



h. In this study', distance from school seoma to have litUe or 

no attect on the drop-out student. 

S. PupU• of higher r. Q. 'a and pupUa Who rece1Ye higher gradea 

attend school l'AOre regularly than othe? students. 

6. Drop..out etudenta tend to disrogard parental discipline and 

advice. 

7. In contact. that were made, achoo]....leavere encour~ed all 

students to .tinish school. 

a. School activities and clubs haw a 4et1n1te part 1n keeping the 

potential drop..out 1n echool. 

9. General shop work, electr1cal wiring, tara machinerr repair, 

bo• repair, study ot foods, clothing, construction, and 

other similar wcational claasea should be encouraged. 

RecoiiiiiiiiJ1d.at1one 

After co~~ple t1ng this study, the following reCOtll!lendations are 

proposed tor consideration• 

1. The guidance services ot the bo,.._rooa be stN!lathened and the 

present sya tem of guidance through the bome-ro011 should be 

re uam1ned u to ite purposes and posaible activities. 

2. re attention should be paid to the purposes or the learner 

1n tbe claaa~m and that. the work or the home-room adVisory 

teacher be coordinated w1 tb the general guidance program. 

) . Attendance ot students should be checked more closel)r. 'lbo 

man:,y students a:roe allowed to pile up absences without a careful 

oheok on rea.eona for being absent. 

h. Each teacher and actalin1atrator should become bettor acquainted 

w1th the attendance recorda or oacb student and know tllo 
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background of the pup1la to determine 1t they ant potential 

dropooouta. 'rb1e t10uld provide a better UDieratanding between 

a etudent and teacher .. wU u 'brin& to 1 bt lUU" eyq:>tou 

ot a potential drop-oout. 

S. The curriculum IIU8t be broadened in otder to kMp the 

un1ntereated etudenta better euppl.ied witb desirable claa~• 

to euit their needs. 

(a) A p$raonal. touch DlWit be added to show students t.1'lq are 

!alportant and needed 1D the clauroom. 

(b) Student neede tor vocational wcrk must be •t. 

6. Eetabliab!:Mmt or a COIIPlete record system. 1be cUDllative 

record ahould contain all tbe data and 1nforma.tlon ~eel by 

the teacher and counselor for effeotive work with the siwient. 

'1'hia would inClude tailT backii'Ound W1 tb notatiana ot 

changea in ll&rital atatu ot parenta, deathe, birtba, parenta• 

work mi job cbqee, acholaetic abillt;y and achieftt~~mt, 

attendance data, he&lth Wormatioo1 e.xtr...ourricul.ar activities, 

outaide work, etc.. TheM recorda should be kept up-to-date 

and paaaed troa teacher to teacher u the at udal t paaaea 

tlm:n1gb the elementary arad•• through the high school. <me 

record should be UNd £or all1ntormat1on for the indiVidual 

student trom the bea1ruilill to the end of Ms schooling. 

1. Recognise trouble siY)lll. These e1gna mu't be recognized by the 

parent and teacher so t.1)81' •can coWlSel. a IJtudent who ia tailina1 

whose attendance at achool 1a irregular, 18 die1ntereeted in 

!n achool1 roeMut:tul toward teachers, grades and otbsr studentaJ 

or b48 other a~ ot needing 1\lidance. Teachers should be 



alert to detect these warning signals when they arise. 

8. !ncourage the student to uae tbe oounsaling attorded hia by 

·the school and help bill to reel that the counselor is bitt 

friend. Studente are usual.l7 unable, b.aauaa of t.atur1t,y, 

to see the problem 1n ita true to.m• so they are aor.]3 1n 

need ot expert advice from someone they feel will undaratand 

them and give unbiased help. 

9. The teacher must know tho student records and 1nc11vidual neede 

trom the £1ret day he entere the claeel'OOIIl aa a lumer, 

10. Counselinc ot atudenta IIIW!Jt be i.llproved 1t atuden.ta are to 

be aided in seeing the need ror sobool gracluat1on. 

u. 1'eaehing dnicea and methods to better meet the needs · ot the 

!nd1 vidual muat be ll"e& ~ 1llprovecl. 

12. All etudente, e'98Jl though not u tial.nted u others, ehould 

be giYM equal opport\mi v and encouragaent to participate 

1n eome fxtra-curricular. activity in the school. A special 

1nterut aould be dewloped in the receeai.,., tackWard 

etudent hl order to encouraee hie eelt-oontidence and bring 

out. hidden talents . 

!!!!. tor further atud( 

!:ftdl"'iduala wiah.m.g to ake further atud;r 1n thie important field 

ot student dropo.outa a7 well consider the follmr1ng SUY.gestionat 

1. A COJa.P&riaon ot the eobool-lea..era· and the aahool-continuere, 

u.t!ng crades, attendance, attitudes, and latter life edjWit

ments and occupations as a criteria. 

2. .A Study showi.ng the educational statue or the parente, brothers, 

and eiatora could be made to dete1'1Dine 1f the drop..out 1a 



following fhe tradition aet up by the family toward education 

or 1s he the exception in h1a family • 

.). The stability ot the drop.out student at his work, and •ork 

habits compared with the school-continuer to determine U he 

is able to compare favorably 1n job.o.holding. 

4. A follow-up study comparing higb school work and elementaey 

work of tho drop-out to aee if hie intended drop-out was of 

longer duration thsn the period ot tima shown in this a'bldy. 

S. Does the guilt complex ot quitting school atrect the drop-oout 

in b1a work, aocie~, friends, and religious activities durin£ 

or after he lea vas school? 

6. Ia it aconol'llic~ aound. to "educate" the slower drop..out 

student 1n the secondary schools, and 11' so1 what adjuatmante 

should be made in o-ur cun-1culum to meet thia need? 
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Questionnaire to be ued b7 Roseqn Eppich fer a NUters• Tbeeia
SWDDer 1") 

1.. Nu. __________________________ _ 
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2. Preaen1. ad.dreaa ___________________ _ 

J., Your (or your epou.e) occupation. ____________ _ 

h. Birtbd.ate __________ _ 

S. Present .,. __________ _ 

6. Age When 10U diaoontinued school _________ _ 

7. lfttat ol.aes 1rould you haYe gracluatttd With? _____ _ 

8., llh&t araa WW8 70U in when JOU diecontinued acbool ? _____ _ 

9. What tiJie ot the year did you disoontinue? ______ l9 __ _ 

10. Yo\!!' address wt.n attending aohool. ____________ _ 

U., How tar dicl ;rou live from eabool? --------------------------
12. Are ,ou a&rri.c!? ______ _ 

1). Did your spouse graduate trom high eobool? _____ _ 

14. What claasea did you like in high school? _________ _ 

~? ____________________________________________ __ 

15. What. cla8eee cUd you dislike in high school? _______ _ 
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16. What clauea were mo•t uetul to you? ___________ _ 

. ~? __________________________________________ _ 

17. Were you 11v:lng with 'both, one, or no parents when you quit 

school? 
-----------------------18. WlJ7 dic1 you quit eehool? _______________ _ 

19. HOW did your parents teel &bout you quitting achool? _____ _ 

20. Di.d )"'u l tk'e school? ______ _ 

21. tb you wish JOU had tiniabed school? _____ _ 

22. Would ,ou advise other students to tintah aohool ? ______ _ 

~-------------------------------------------
2). Would ,.ou like to attend aohool now it you could? ______ _ 

~? ____________________________________________ __ 

2h. llhatc sports, cluba, or other organilations did you belong to or 

participate 1n? __________________ _ 

25. Did you attend echool games, dances, partiee etc. wbUe at school 1 

26. How do J'OU teel about cluba, eporte, parties, etc. at achool? --



27. 'What llbuld. you euageat tha.t wcnld help others to etAly 1n school? 
(~~~~.) __________________________________ _ 



ENROLLUENTS, GIRLS, SEVEN CLASSES 'nt10UGR SUCCESSIVE GRADES, ALL UTAH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Number Pet. 
School Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade gradu- gradu- School 
l,!&l' 2 .3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a ted a ted l!!ar 
1951-52 - - - - - 4388 ~047 68.~ 19Sl-52 
19.S0-51 - - - $029 4189 3924 66.8 19$0-Sl 
1949-50 - 5422 47.31 .3471 .3249 5s. a.. 1949-50 
1948-49 - - - 5538 5111 3912 44$1. 4144 70.1 1948-49 
1947-48 5644 5327 4181 50.37 h686 4.332 69.4 1947-48 
1946-47 - - 5824 S4.34 4.374 5402 5310 4524 4139 69.6 1946-47 
1945-46 - - 5815 5716 S802 5138 $753 4990 3517 Ia~ 10.5 194S-46 
19lili-b5 5940 5622 5923 5812 5982 5351 5050 - 1944-45 
1943-44 6172 $787 51f:IJ 5906 6092 SBlb 5520 1943-44 
1942-43 - 6272 5901 5933 5980 6140 S878 5816 - - 1942-43 
1941-42 5916 5628 5128 57«1 5939 5553 5721 - - 1941-42 
194<>-41 5704 SS91 ;682 5855 5531 5587 - 194o-Ll 
1939-40 5819 S731 5911 5585 5654 - - 1939-40 
19.38-.39 5914 5979 5609 5691 1938-.39 
19.37-.38 6242 S716 ;?62 - 1937-.38 
1936-37 5950 5849 - 1936-37 
19.35-36 6036 - .. 1935-.36 
Total hl$81. L.C1766 40791 405Sl 40367 406;! 4038.3 .38589 36746 3hl19 2.4286 28o93 Total 

•This lower f'igure is due to a ch~e or policy in the Salt Lake Citq 12 year system. 

A VERAGF.S FOR THE SEVm CLASSES 

Aver.ag11 
enrollment. 5940 5824 5827 5793 5767 5807 S"/69 551.3 5249 4874 4184 401.3 

Average loss from 
pre~us grade U6 .3* .3h 26 4<>* .38 256 264 375 690 171 

*gain 
Ave. pet. losa .from 
previous grade 2. 0 . l ... .6 .4 ·1* .7 4.4 4.8 7.1 14.2 h.1 

•gain 
Cumulative loss 
tt-om 2nd grade 116 UJ 147 173 133 171 427 691 1066 1756 1927 

Cumulative % loss 
e 

from 2M grade 2.0 1.9 2.5 2.9 2.2 2.9 7.2 11. 6 17.9 29. 6 32.4 



EHROLIXENTS, BOYS, SEVEN CLASS~ TUJ OUOH SIJCCTSSIVE G'lADES, ALL U'l'.An PUBLIC SCHOOlS 

Humber Pet. 
School Grade Grade Grade Grade GNC!e Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Orade gradu- gradu- School 
l!ar 2 ~ 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 u 12 &ted a ted l!!r 
19Sl-S2 - - - - 4368 1,.01.3 6).1 19Sl-S2 
19$0-Sl - - - - - 508) 424$ 37$8 61.4 19$0-Sl. 
191£9-SO - - - - - S498 4858 3666 31£29 55.1• 1949-SO 
191J3-49 - - - S'728 52h2 )8)0 4636 4099 62.9 1948-49 
1947-hB - - - - 5849 S495 4335 S096 4618 L0$2 60.7 19b7-h8 
1946-b7 - - - 61)8 5591 4S71 5652 5186 4S47 h208 63.3 1946-47 
19hs-h6 - 60n 5926 S981 5911 S6J5 4869 JOS7 .37S2 SS.7 19b5-L6 
1944-h5 6222 sm. 6173 6085 5901 Sh7J b6S?' - - 19h4-4S 
19h3-44 6390 6020 5983 61.76 61.21 0056 5590 194.3-1.4 
1942-kl 66)4 61.)6 60.)9 6256 6207 62h7 601.2 - - 19b2-43 
19hl.-h2 6361. 5807 5870 6010 6061. 6028 «J76 - - 1941-h2 
194o-bl 611.8 SB69 5960 59Sl 5977 59SO - - - 1940-bl 
1939-hO 6222 6102 i!J7.3 60U £rob - - - 1939-h<> 
193~39 6Sl8 6206 60S9 f/J77 - - - - - - 1938-39 
1937-38 6675 6)02 6lll - - - 1937-38 
1936-37 6646 6286 - - - - - 19.36-37 
19JS.36 6736 - - - - - 1935-36 
Total 45276 b3206 L2599 h2330 h212) L2S98 419SO 39680 31425 33579 29137 293ll Total 

•This lower figure is due to a change of polic.Y in salt. Lake City's 12 year system. 

AVERAGES l'OR mB SEVEIJ CLASSES 
Average 
enrollment 6468 6172 6086 6047 6018 6085 5993 5!-69 53lt6 hm b162 3902 

Average loaa from 
previous grade 296 86 39 29 67* 92 J2h 323 Sh9 63S 260 

*gain 
Ave. pet. lose from 
previous grade 4.6 1.h .6 .5 1.1• l.S 5.4 5.1 10.3 13.2 6.2 

Cumulative loss 
•gain 

from 2nd grade 296 382 L21 hSO 383 h75 199 1122 t6n 2306 2566 

CU8lla t1ve % loss 
0\ 
~ 

f"rom 2nd grade 4.6 S.9 6.S 1.0 5.9 7.3 12.4 17.3 2S.8 3S.7 39.7 



JtfflOJ.tJ.!fttT FI GURES FOR SEVm CU SSES ?. :ROIGH SUCCESSIVE GRADES, ALL UTAH PUBLIC SCHOOlS 

•luBber Pet. 
School Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade Grade gradu- gradu- School 
year 2 l h 2 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 a ted a ted l!ar 
19Sl--S2 87S6 8060 65.7 1951-S2 
19so-51 - - - - - - 10112 8LJ4 7682 6S.O 19SO.Sl 
19h9-SO - - - - 10920 9569 7137 6678 ss.~ 19h9-SO 
1948-49 - - - - 11266 10353 7742 9087 8243 66.3 19h8-la9 
1947-1.8 - - ll49J 10822 6516 101)) 9JOh 8)84 64.9 1947-h8 
1946-hT - - - 11962 11.025 8945 110$4 10556 9071 8347 66.3 19l.a6-47 
19hs-46 11946 11&2 11783 U6SS 11)88 9859 663h 8010 62.7 1945-b6 
1944-45 - 12162 11)9) 12096 11897 1188) 10830 ~(fl - - - 1944-4S 
1943-44 - 12562 11807 11743 l.208h 12213 11870 llllO - .... 191&3-44 
1942-43 12906 1204.3 11972 122)6 12347 12125 ll.B28 - 1942-43 
1941-42 12m llh35 11598 11770 12000 11581 11797 - - 1941-42 
19ho-41 11822 11460 11642 11806 11514 11S.37 1940-la 
1939-40 120~ 118)) 1198h 11596 11658 - - 1939-LO 
1938-39 12lU2 l2l8S 11668 11768 - - - 1938-39 
1937-38 12917 12018 11893 1937-38 
19.36-37 12596 121.35 - - 1936-)7 
1935-36 12172 - - - - - - - - - 1935-36 
'rotal 86857 83972 83390 82881 82490 8.)249 82333 7,8269 74171 67698 sah23 55404 Total 

*'!'his lower figure 18 due to a change of pol. icy 1n the Salt Lake Ci t)r 12 year aye tem. 

AVERAGES FOR TaE SEVEN CLASSES 
Averate 
enrollment 12408 11996 1191) U840 11785 11892 11762 lll82 10595 9671 8.346 7915 

Aver~e loss trom 
previous grades bl2 83 13 55 107• 130 580 581 924 1325 UJl 

*£41n 
Pet.. loss tr0111 
pnrvious grade .).3 .7 .6 .s .~ 1.1 s.o S.2 8.7 13.7 S.2 

• gain 
Cumulative loss 
from 2nd grade 1.tl2 495 62) 516 61£6 1226 181.3 27)7 4062 J.MJ 

Cumulative S loss 
from 2nd grade ).3 4.0 4.6 s.o 4.2 5.2 9.9 14.6 22.1 )2.7 )6.2 "' \1\ 
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Figure 8 
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