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CURRICULUM VITAE 

Aimee G. Tallian 
 

Department of Wildland Resources and the Ecology Center 
5230 Old Main Hill - Utah State University 
Logan, Utah 84322-5230 
Lab: Natural Resources 221 
Email: aimeetmt@gmail.com 
Phone: (406) 570-1039 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D., Utah State University – Logan, UT               2017 
Major: Ecology, Wildlife Ecology GPA: 4.0 
Advisor: Dr. Daniel MacNulty 
 
B.A., Montana State University - Bozeman, MT               2009 
Major: Biological Sciences, Ecology: Ecology and Evolution  
GPA: 4.0 (Highest Honors) 
Advisor: Dr. Scott Creel 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

(a) Teaching 
 
Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences – Guest Lecturer  
Wildlife Biology (Fall 2015)  
 
Utah State University – Teaching Assistant     
Ecology of Animal Populations (Fall 2013)  
 
Utah State University – Teaching Assistant / Guest Lecturer  
Wildland Animal Ecology and Identification (Fall 2012/2013) 
 
Tracker Academy – Teaching Assistant     
South African College for Tourism – South Africa (July, 2011 – March, 2012) 

  
Montana State University – Teaching Assistant     

 Comparative Vertebrate Anatomy (Spring 2009) 
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(b) Research 
 
Undergraduate Research        
 
Degradation rates of adrenal glucocorticoid in bear scat in 
Yellowstone National Park 
Montana State University – Senior Research Project (2009) 
Collaborators: Montana State University, Yellowstone National Park 
 
Collaborative Research Projects 

  
Brown bear-wolf interactions in Yellowstone and Scandinavia   
Funders: National Science Foundation – GRFP & GROW 
Collaborators: Grimsӧ Wildlife Research Station, Swedish University of 

Agricultural Sciences, Norwegian University of Life Sciences, Hedmark 
University of Applied Sciences, Norwegian Institute for Nature Research, 
University of Montana, Yellowstone National Park 

  
Introduction effort, species traits and establishment success in reptiles  

 Funders: National Science Foundation – GRFP 
Collaborators: Utah State University, University of Melbourne 

 
(c) Work 

 
Utah State University – Museum Coordinator   2012-2014 
College of Natural Resources Specimen Collection 
 
Bear Management Office – Biological Technician   2006-2011 
Yellowstone National Park – Summer Seasonal Position 
 
MS252 Canyon - Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill             2010 
National Park Service Resource Advisor – 1 Month Emergency Detail 
 
Bison Ecology and Management Office – Biological Technician 2009-2011 
Yellowstone National Park – Winter Seasonal Position 
 
Resource Management – Lead Biological Technician  2001-2005 
Yellowstone National Park – Summer Seasonal Position 
 

(d) Volunteer 
 
Tracker Academy - Researcher     2011-2012 
South African College for Tourism, South Africa 
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Conservation and Research Volunteer             2011 
Samara Private Game Reserve, South Africa 
 
Wolf Office – Winter Study Volunteer    2009-2010 
Yellowstone National Park 
 
Student Conservation Association – Americorps            2001 
Yellowstone National Park – Resource Management 

  
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Tallian, Aimee, Andrés Ordiz, Matthew C. Metz, Cyril Milleret, Camilla Wikenros, 

Douglas W. Smith, Daniel R. Stahler, Jonas Kindberg, Daniel R. MacNulty, 
Petter Wabakken, Jon E. Swenson, Håkan Sand. 2017. Competition between apex 
predators? Brown bears decrease wolf kill rate on two continents. Proceedings of 
the Royal Society B. B 284: 20162368. http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2016.2368 

 
Tallian, Aimee, Douglas W. Smith, Daniel R. Stahler, Matthew C. Metz, Rick 

Wallen, Chris Geremia, C. Travis Wyman, Joel Ruprecht, Daniel R. MacNulty (in 
review). Predator foraging response to a resurgent dangerous prey. Functional 
Ecology. 

 
Milleret, Cyril, Andrés Ordiz, Harry Peter Andreassen, Jonas Kindberg, Johan 

Månsson, Aimee Tallian, Petter Wabakken, Camilla Wikenros, Barbara 
Zimmermann, Jon E Swenson, and Håkan Sand (in review). Not in my back yard; 
habitat selection and niche overlap between two sympatric apex predators, brown 
bears and gray wolves. Ecography. 

 
Tingley, Reid, Peter Mahoney Andrew Durso, Aimee Tallian, Alejandra Morán-

Ordóñez, Karen Beard (2016). Threatened and invasive reptiles are not two sides 
of the same coin: Extinction and invasion risk in reptiles. Global Ecology and 
Biogeography. 

 
Mahoney, Peter J., Karen H. Beard, Andrew M. Durso, Aimee G. Tallian, A. Lexine 

Long, Ryan J. Kindermann, Nicole E. Nolan, Daniel Kinka, and Harrison E. 
Mohn (2015). Introduction effort, climate matching, and species traits as 
predictors of global establishment success in non-native reptiles. Diversity and 
Distributions 21(1):64-74. 

 
MacNulty, Daniel R., Aimee G. Tallian, Daniel R. Stahler, Douglas W. Smith 

(2014). Influence of group size on the success of wolves hunting bison. PlosOne 
9(11):1-8. 
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Van den Heever, Alex, Aimee G. Tallian (2012). Spoor Identification and Wildlife 
Tracking in Southern Africa: A Training Manual. Bound and printed for exclusive 
use by the Tracker Academy.  

 
ORAL AND POSTER PRESENTATIONS  
 
Tallian, Aimee, Andrés Ordiz, Matthew C. Metz, Cyril Milleret, Camilla Wikenros, 

Douglas W. Smith, Daniel R. Stahler, Jonas Kindberg, Daniel R. MacNulty, 
Petter Wabakken, Jon E. Swenson, Håkan Sand (2016) “Competition between 
apex predators? Brown bears decrease wolf kill rate on two continents” 24th 
International Conference on Bear Research and Management – Oral Presentation 
(15 minute) *received Truman Award for best student oral presentation 

 
Tallian, Aimee, Andrés Ordiz, Matthew C. Metz, Cyril Milleret, Camilla Wikenros, 

Douglas W. Smith, Daniel R. Stahler, Jonas Kindberg, Daniel R. MacNulty, 
Petter Wabakken, Jon E. Swenson, Håkan Sand (2016) “Competition between 
apex predators? Brown bears decrease wolf kill rate on two continents” Wildland 
Resources Seminar, Utah State University, Logan, UT – Oral Presentation (1 
hour) 

 
Tallian, Aimee, Andrés Ordiz, Matthew C. Metz, Cyril Milleret, Camilla Wikenros, 

Douglas W. Smith, Daniel R. Stahler, Jonas Kindberg, Daniel R. MacNulty, 
Petter Wabakken, Jon E. Swenson, Håkan Sand (2016) “Competition between 
apex predators? Brown bears decrease wolf kill rate on two continents” Predator 
Prey Interaction Conference, Ventura, CA – Poster Presentation  

 
Tallian, Aimee G., Daniel R. MacNulty, Daniel R. Stahler, Douglas W. Smith (2015) 

“Wolf-bison interactions in Yellowstone National Park”, Grimsӧ Wildlife 
Research Station, Sweden – Oral Presentation (1 hour) 

 
Tallian, Aimee G., Daniel R. MacNulty, Daniel R. Stahler, Douglas W. Smith (2015) 

“The role of bison sex and group size in wolf-bison interactions” 7th European 
Congress of Mammalogy, Stockholm, Sweden – Oral Presentation (20 minute) 

 
Tallian, Aimee, Reid Tingley, Karen Beard, Peter Mahoney, Andrew Durso, 

Alejandra Morán-Ordónez. (2015) “Extinction and invasion risk are not two sides 
of the same coin, at least not for reptiles”. International Congress for 
Conservation Biology, Montpellier, France – Oral Presentation (15 minute) 

 
Beard, Karen H., Peter J. Mahoney, Andrew M. Durso, Aimee G. Tallian, A. Lexine 

Long, Ryan J. Kindermann, Nicole E. Nolan, Daniel Kinka, and Harrison E. 
Mohn (2015) “Drivers of non-native reptile establishment success: managing 
event and location-level factors” Society for Conservation Biology Conference, 
Missoula, MT – Oral Presentation (20 minute) 
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Tallian, Aimee G., Daniel R. MacNulty, Daniel R. Stahler, Douglas W. Smith (2014) 
“Group size effects on predator (wolf) attack decision and hunting success of a 
formidable prey species (bison)” Ecological Society of America Conference, 
Sacramento, CA – Oral Presentation (20 minute) 

 
Tallian, Aimee G., Daniel R. MacNulty, Daniel R. Stahler, Douglas W. Smith (2014) 

“Are wolves more cooperative when hunting formidable prey?” Predator Prey 
Interaction Conference, Ventura, CA – Poster Presentation  

 
Tallian, Aimee G., Daniel R. MacNulty, Daniel R. Stahler, Douglas W. Smith (2013) 

“Preliminary findings: Wolf-bison hunting behavior in Yellowstone National 
Park” Biannual Collaborative Wolf Research Meeting – Yellowstone Center for 
Resources – Oral Presentation (30 minute) 

 
Tallian, Aimee G. (2013) “A history of wildlife management in Yellowstone 

National Park” Utah State University College of Natural Resources Ecology 
Luncheon – Oral Presentation (1 hour) 

 
Tallian, Aimee G. (2013) “Dynamics of predator-prey space use in a wolf-bison 

system” Utah State University Pre-project Symposium Presentation – Oral 
Presentation (15 minute) 

 
Tallian, Aimee G. (2010) “Grizzly and black bear ecology and management” 

Yellowstone National Park Interpretive Training Seminar; presented to a variety 
of staff and public assemblies between 2006 and 2010 – Oral Presentation (1 
hour) 

 
Tallian, Aimee G., Scott Creel (2008) “Degradation rates of adrenal glucocorticoid 

in bear scat in the Lake District of Yellowstone National Park” – Undergraduate 
Scholars Conference at Montana State University – Poster Presentation 

  
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 

(a) Presentations and Volunteering 
 
Presentation – USU – Department of Wildland Resources           2013 
“Wildlife research at Utah State University – Getting involved” 
Public outreach and college recruitment presentation – 10 oral presentations  
(50 minute) given to high schools in NW Indiana  
 
Presentation – Career Day at Cedar Ridge Middle School           2013 
“What it means to have a career in science”  
Four talks of 20 minutes each to 7th grade classes 
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Coach – Envirathon Team Wildlife Sciences                2013 
“Topics in wildlife sciences” 
One coaching session for their national competition 
 
Guest Author – Londolozi Private Game Reserve Blog          2012 
“Tracking lion” and “Training with the Tracker Academy” 
 

(b) Media Coverage (Print and Online) 
 
Billings Gazette, 2/9/17, “Carcass-stealing by grizzlies doesn’t mean wolves 
kill more”  
 
New Scientist, 2/8/17, “Why grey wolves kill less prey when brown bears are 
around”  
 
PhysOrg, 2/7/17, “Wolfing it down: Brown bears reduce wolf kill rates”  
 
Salt Lake City Tribune, 11/12/14, “New research shows Yellowstone wolves 
pick their prey based on pack size” 
 
PhysOrg, 11/12/14, “The more the merrier: Ecologists say larger group aids 
wolves' bison hunting” 

 
GRANTS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
2016 

Truman Award for best student oral presentation – 24th International Conference on 
Bear Research and Management - $250 

USU School of Graduate Studies Dissertation Fellowship - $8000 
USU Seely-Hinckley Fellowship - $3000 
USU Ecology Center Dissertation Grant - $2000 
USU Ecology Center Travel Support Award - $300 
USU Quinney College of Natural Resources Travel Support Award - $300 
USU School of Graduate Studies Travel Support Award - $300 
 
2015 

USU Ecology Center Research Award - $2000 
USU Ecology Center ARTsySTEM Grant “Our World of Wildlife” Children’s Book 

Series - $1800 
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2014 

NSF Graduate Research Opportunities Worldwide (GROW) - Swedish Research 
Council Stipend Award - $24,000 

NSF GROW – NSF Travel Grant - $5000 
USU Ecology Center Research Award - $1500 
USU Ecology Center Travel Support Award - $600 
USU Quinney College of Natural Resources Travel Support Award - $600 
USU School of Graduate Studies Travel Support Award - $600 
USU Department of Wildland Resources Travel Support Award - $600 
 
2012 

NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program (GRFP) – Stipend Award – $102,000  
NSF GRFP – Cost of Education Award - $36,000 
 
2008 

Montana State University Undergraduate Scholars Program Research Grant – $3000 
 
2006 

National Park Service Monetary Award for Exceptional Performance - $1800 
 
JOB RELATED SKILLS 
 
 Practical Conservation Skills:  

My practical experience includes Nordic skiing in the remote backcountry 
including long exposure to extreme winter conditions, carrying a heavy 
backpack, and camping for multiple nights. I am also trained and experienced 
at driving a snowmobile in severe winter conditions. I have extensive 
backcountry hiking and backpacking experience which includes; long hours 
spent at high elevations in extreme hot, cold, and wet climatic conditions, 
carrying heavy gear (over 50 lbs.), hiking long distances in steep terrain and 
rugged terrain and camping outside overnight in adverse conditions. 

 Computer Skills:  
I have experience with software including Microsoft applications, STATA, R, 
ArcMap, and maintaining large Access and Excel Databases. 

 Training/Certificates 
- First Aid/CPR/AED 
- USGS Firearms Qualification  
- Backcountry/Bear Safety Training (120 hours) 
- Interagency Bear Immobilization Training (120 hours) 
- Ungulate Immobilization Training (40 hours) 
- Whitewater Rescue Technician Level I (40 hours) 


