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FROM THE

DEAN’S OFFICE

Greetiags from the College of Science.
As I look out my office window, there is
still plenty of snow on the ground, but
we are all anxious for the transition to
spring. It has been an interesting winter
here at Utah State University, where

we saw our first December graduation
ceremony, the departure of President
Kermit Hall in December, and the
naming of our former Provost and
Executive Vice President Stan Albrecht
as the new president in February. Earlier
in December, Utah State University opened an office in the
Wells Fargo Building in Salt Lake City. This office will house
our new Vice President for University Advancement Scott
Mietchen, and provide a point of contact for USU alumni and
friends on the Wasatch Front.

Dean Don Fiesinger

But regardless of these changes, our students and faculty
continue to excel in their various endeavors. Within this issue
of Insights, we have highlighted some of these recent successes,
including profiles of our first December Valedictorian Jeff
Luke, a composite biology teaching major; our two Goldwater
Scholarship recipients, biology major Stephanie Chambers and
physics major David Hatch; and the research work of faculty
and students in Computer Science, Biology, and Physics. You
will find answers to questions about how plants “compute” in a
rather unique and sophisticated manner, and how robotics may
serve as assistive technology for vision-impaired individuals.
You will also be able to read about Biology Professor and
former Dean Jim MacMahon, who is now deeply involved in

a major NSF project to create a national ecological observatory
network (NEON); and Emeritus Professor Richard Shaw, who
was an outstanding botany teacher and author of numerous
books on the flora of various parks and regions of the
Intermountain West. We have added some outstanding young
faculty to our ranks and their profiles are presented as well.

As you read of our accomplishments, please keep in mind that
much of our success is due to the support received from you,
our alumni and friends of the College of Science. Remnember
that there are many ways to get involved and support us,
such as providing contacts for undergraduate internships
and/or employment opportunities, encouraging outstanding
high school students to consider studying science at Utah
State University, and participating in various alumni events
in support of scholarships and endowments. There are many
dimensions to life here on campus and consequently many
areas where you might be able to help us.
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I hope that you enjoy this issue of Jnsights and please do

not hesitate to contact me if you have suggestions for future
articles, such as a favorite faculty member or program that

you would like to see highlighted, or a profile on alumni
accomplishments. Jsights will be successful only if it provides
information of interest and appeal to you, the reader. Please let
us know.

Sincerely,
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About the cover: Noctilucent (”night-shining ”) clouds have
been observed in high latitudes for more than 100 years. The
highest clouds on Earth, they can be viewed during summer
twilight hours at the edge of space. This photo was taken in
Finland by physics undergraduate David Hatch, who works as
part of a collaborative research program run by Mike Taylor at
Utah State's Center for Atmospheric and Space Sciences.

(See story on page 15)








































































