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1907, however, when John A. Widtsoe was appointed as the campus president, the only professor teaching any kind of physics course,
when taught at all, was a Professor Peterson, “most likely William Peterson from the Department of Geology,” says Dr. Wood. This same
year, though, the irregularity in the teaching of physics came to a swift end with the coming of Franklin L. West.

In 1907, Franklin West was hired by President Widtsoe as the College’s first PhD physicist. Dr. West obtained his doctoral degree from the
University of Chicago and was hired not only as the head of the Department of Physics, but also to serve as the administrator for the
Department of Mathematics.

Dr. West brought a never-before-seen stability to the gradually growing Department of Physics. He also brought the first standard physics
text to Utah State and was there to see the purchase and installation of the brass-mounted Alvan Clark telescope, which was bought for the
benefit of the Departments of Physics and Mathematics. At this time, Dr. West’s small department was housed in the south tower of Old
Main. Under his direction, the department then moved to join the Department of Chemistry in the newly constructed Widtsoe Hall [1916].
Dr. West would remain department head for 18 years until he left in 1935 to assume a position as head of the Church of Jesus Christ
Latter-day Saint’s church education system.

After Dr. West left the department, Leon B. Linford was appointed department head. The staff for that year [1935] included Leon Linford,
Willard Gardner, Don Kirkham, and Leo Linford, a cousin to Leon Linford.
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I had the opportunity this spring to present various college awards to students and faculty and I was also able to attend two of our
departmental awards programs. Every year we make slightly larger scholarship awards or new awards. Much of the credit goes to you, our
alumni and friends, who have contributed to our many endowments and scholarship funds in the past.

We appreciate your responses to this newsletter informing us of your activities and we encourage you to maintain contact with the College of
Science and especially with your respective major department. We would like to receive any suggestions for improvements (o this newsletter.
As 1 mentioned last fall, our mission in the College of Science is to provide the best possible education for our students and to provide the
best possible environment for training and research. You, our alumni, are a vital link in making this happen—your continued support of the
College of Science and your major department is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,















































































