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Opportunities and 
Challenges of Qualitative 

Research as a Young 
Researcher

Alyssa Burton // Music Therapy Student

Claudia Méndez Wright // Sociology PHD Candidate 

Erin Hoffmann // Associate Professor of Sociology



A Music Student in Research?

Many Students Struggle to Participate in Research

- Music Therapy Undergraduate
- Undergraduate Research Fellow

- Difficult to find opportunities in my college

- Interest in Immigration

- I had no idea what I was doing!



Finding a Mentor

Claudia Méndez Wright Erin Hofmann
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NEW RESEARCH QUESTION

What role does material culture play in immigrants’ 
establishment of a new home away from “home?”

MY ROLE

• Read Interviews
• Code qualitative data in NVivo to answer the new research question 
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Opportunities

Professional

- Future use in my discipline
- Critical thinking

- Qualitative research skills for many fields

- NVivo and Mendeley

- Networking

- Graduate School Applications



Opportunities

Personal

- Connects to my interests
- Immigration

- Speaking Spanish

- Discover the realities of research with a mentor
- Research process

- Funding



Challenges

- Time
- Volunteer

- Bureaucracy

- Personal limitations
- Learning as I go in an unknown field

- No body language or vocal tone for interpreting interviews

- Research question was not the original intent of the interviews



Turning Challenges into 
Opportunities



Contact Info

Thank you!
Alyssa Burton

Utah State University

a02249242@usu.edu

Claudia Méndez Wright

Utah State University

claudia.wright@usu.edu
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