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Carter Ottley and
Mentor Dr. Laura Gelfand

Introduction

Throughout history, oppressors have
categized enslaved groups as less than
human. A frequent technique is to use
comparisons with animals to dehumanize.
These comparisons are made frequently
with dogs. Once a group is seen as less
than human, poor treatment towards
them is seen as justifiable.

Research Purpose

To find the ways that the term dog and
animal references were used against
enslaved groups to dehumanize them.
Learn the impact that it has on our society
today.

Results

 The first part of racism is creating a
distinction between you and them.

* By viewing those that they enslaved as
less than human, their actions are
justified.

* Animalization is a frequent technique
to dehumanize black people.

 Enslavers would “tame” the people
they enslaved through beatings and
whippings like they would an animal.

Conclusions

e Comparing enslaved groups of people
to dogs was a part of the
dehumanization process.

 Past and present dehumanization
Impact our society.

* People would animalize the way a
black family would raise a child.
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Comparisons with

dogs contributed to
the dehumanization
of enslaved people.

Police dogs attacking a civil rights demonstrator.
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Current Impact

 Stranded dogs got more media
attention than stranded black people
in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina.
Showing that some members of society
view dogs as more valuable than black
people.

 Systemic racism and police brutality
are examples of how animalization has
become acceptable in our society.

* Videos of police violence against black
people turn into blaming the black
person.

* Society believes that black people feel
less pain, so they get insufficient pain
medication.

e Art, cheers, and actions animalize
various black athletes and celebrities.

* People compared the Obamas with
apes and other animals.

OTHER RESOURCES USED:

* Bradley, Keith. “Animalizing the Slave:
the Truth of Fiction.” Journal of Roman
Studies, vol. 90, 2000, pp. 110-125,,
doi:10.2307/300203.

* Taylor, Jack. “The Political Subjection of
Bigger Thomas: The Gaze, Biopolitics,
and The Court of Law in Richard
Wright’s Native Son.” CR: The New
Centennial Review, vol. 16, no. 2, 2016,
pp. 183—202. JSTOR,

* Fielder, Brigitte N. “Animal Humanism:
Race, Species and Affective Kinship in
Nineteenth Century Abolitionism.”
American Quarterly. 65(2013): 487-514

* Paul Outka. “Western Landscapes and
the Dreamwork of Whiteness: The
Virginian in The Virginian.” American
Literary Realism, vol. 49, no. 1, 2016,
pp. 37-62. JSTOR,
www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/amerliter
eal.49.1.0037. Accessed 28 Oct. 2020.

Carter Ottley

Utah State University

Political Science and Journalism
carterottley@yahoo.com




	Dogs and Dehumanization
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1615574592.pdf.yzKp4

