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Recognizing and Whitewashed History

including diversity
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supremacist foundation in the
fro m studied textbooks. This was
illustrated through the figures
highlighted as social work’s
pioneers and founders, as well as
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Value: Social Justice textbooks. @y rorirstance,the

The National Association of Social Jane Addams as a key pioneer in
Workers first added social justice the settlement house movement.
to its Code of Ethics in 1979. Very few textbooks, however,
However, the major focus for mention the parallel African
social justice was outside the American settlement house
profession itself. In order to movement which arose due to
genuinely work towards social racial exclusions in White-run
justice, lingering institutional services.

racism and white supremacy
must be identified and rectified at
Q When textbooks
introduce BIPOC
pioneers, it was only after

every level of the profession,

including its education.
discussing comparable White
social workers, and often within a

separate “diversity section.” This
approach marginalizes BIPOC
pioneers as “other” and less
important than White social
workers.

./
\@' In some textbooks,
BIPOC were only
discussed in terms of their needs,

positioning White pioneers as the
givers of services and BIPOC as

From upper left to bottom right: Ida B. Wells-Barnett, Laura Cornelius Kellogg, receivers. This positioning creates
Sarah Collins Fernandis, W.E.B. Du Bois a white savior narrative which is

Prominent BIPOC social work pioneers, not usually mentioned in introductory textbooks. stillfperyasive within the
profession.
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Content Analysis
To discover patterns in the

presentation of diversity within
historical content.
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