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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for coming today, I am Kassidi Andrus, a student here at Utah state university studying technical communications and rhetoric. First, I will start with an explanation of my research then I’ll go over what you need to know for context. This presentation is an ideological criticism of the "keep sweet" ideology that contributes to the hegemonic society of the FLDS led by Warren Jeffs.I want to mention before I start that I do discuss rape and child molesting.



Keep Sweet, 
No Matter What

Humans are not conditioned to 
beliefs but to a vocabulary of 
concepts called Ideographs

Obedience Perfection

Keep Sweet

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Keep sweet, no matter what. That is what members of the FLDS religious cult are told. Here are young men and women in the FLDS not allowed to mix with the other gender, even discouraged from playing with their siblings of the opposing gender. The Fundamentalists of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints are a cult that practices polygamy and communalism. According to Michael McGee, In his article “the ideograph a link between rhetoric and ideology,” Humans are not conditioned directly to beliefs but to a vocabulary of concepts, called ideographs – they function as guides, excuses for behavior, and act as building blocks for an ideology. I will analyze two ideographs: obedience and perfection, that helped build the keep sweet ideology.



Background

Fundamentalists of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints

● Bible, Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants 
and Pearl of Great Price.

● Resurrection
● Second coming of Christ

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Due to the recent documentary “Keep Sweet and Obey,” many people now know what the FLDS is and have some insight into their beliefs. For those of you who don’t, I will briefly explain. FLDS stands for fundamentalists of the church of Jesus Christ of latter-day saints. The LDS religion is prominent in our community, and what needs to be understood before continuing is most of the beliefs are the same between the LDS and the FLDS. They believe in the Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. They both take the sacrament and believe in the resurrection and the belief that after the second coming of Christ, the righteous will become Gods and create their own worlds. The FLDS split from the mainstream church when leaders started making changes, believing that Joseph Smith, the first prophet of the LDS and FLDS church, restored the truest gospel. While no longer accepted by the LDS, the belief that plural marriage was necessary to enter the highest tier of heaven has remained in the FLDS.



Doctrine and Covenants VS. Holy Book of Revelations

Behold, I am God; give heed to my word, which is 
quick and powerful, sharper than a two-edged sword, 
to the dividing asunder of both joints and marrow; 
therefore, give heed unto my word.

Thus saith the Lord Jesus Christ, the Great I AM, the 
Beginning and the End, who ruleth in the heavens and 
over all the earth; and no power can stay my hand.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While parting ways with the LDS started with small differences, it has grown to include revelations and regulations given by their prophets. Similar to How God writes the Doctrine and Covenants through his prophet Joseph Smith, God writes the “holy book of revelations” through Warren Jeffs, the current FLDS prophet.  Jeffs is serving life in prison for the rape and molestation of children. However, still recognized by the FLDS, because you “can’t rape your wife,”  he continues to give revelations from his cell, using fear and restrictions to maintain control. Here is a photo of Jeffs with one of his young wives. 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/12?lang=eng#note2a


Do Not Question the Fundamental Logic

KEEP SWEET

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we will discuss the keep sweet ideology then some of the ideographs that built it. Keep sweet became an ideology through which the FLDS members observed the world. Not because they chose to but because it was and is the only way, but because of the patriarchy’s potent expression of cultural orientation. They do not question the fundamental logic. An ex-member I had the privilege of interviewing likened the keep sweet ideology and way of life to the movie the Lorax. In the story, the people in the town live in a large bubble. Inside everything is fake. The trees are fake, the grass is fake, and everyone believes they live in paradise. And they praise the man who sells them air because they could not survive without him. He said, “Warren hid so much to keep us from realizing how much better life would be outside. We depended on him to survive.”



Obedience

And again, as pertaining to the law of the 
priesthood– if any man espouse a virgin, and desire 
to espouse another, and the first give her consent, 
and if he espouse the second, and they are virgins, 
and have vowed to no other man, then is he 
justified; he cannot commit adultery for they are 
given unto him; for he cannot commit adultery with 
that that belongeth unto him and no one else.

And I command mine handmaid, Emma Smith, to 
abide and cleave unto my servant Joseph, and to 
none else. But if she will not abide this 
commandment she shall be destroyed saith the 
Lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy 
her if she abide not in my law.

“Humans are not conditioned to belief 
and behavior but to a vocabulary of 
concepts that works as a guide for reason, 
excuses, and behavior.” -McGee

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
McGee says humans are not conditioned to belief and behavior but to a vocabulary of concepts that works as a guide for reason, excuses, and behavior. There are many heavy vocabulary ideographs that built the ideology. First, obedience. Obedience in the FLDS is not just a word, it is a law. The FLDS split from the mainstream LDS church because they wanted to obey the teachings of the Doctrine and Covenants, not the law of the land. The Doctrine and Covenants, section 132 says, “if any man espouse a virgin, and desire to espouse another, and the first giver her consent… then he is justified; he cannot commit adultery.” I want to focus on the word consent here, man must ask his wife before taking another or it is adultery. This makes it seem like the wife has a choice. She does not; she must obey: “But if she will not abide this commandment she shall be destroyed, saith the lord; for I am the Lord thy God, and will destroy her if she abide not in my law.” This section mentions Emma, Joseph Smith’s wife, by name, telling her to obey. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The law of obedience has been in effect for nearly a century. It has grown into a patriarchal society where the men’s “righteous worth” is defined by the number of wives he has. Where women are subdued into not being allowed an opinion or idea, only the truths their priesthood (their husband) teaches them. This ideograph of obedience is what warranted Jeffs to molest his daughter starting at age eight and later take 12-year-old girls (plural) as brides. Here you see a photo of Warren on a wedding day where he married seven of his step-mothers after his dad passed. In this photo there are 50 of Warrens wives taken with a photo because he was in jail at the time.



Perfection
Stop making Excuses. The qualifications 
have been taught to this people. And I 
simply say it again – keep sweet unto 
perfection by living unto God through 
sweet, inspired, perfect, joyful obedience,
with a fervency of soul that you love God 
above all.

● Don’t cause conflict
● Don’t raise your voice
● Don’t disobey
● Always be loyal

   

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Perfection. A word that most of us know is impossible. We use it in regular language to describe the “perfect gift” or outfit. But in FLDS culture, this word is a goal they must meet, or they will be destroyed.  If you are not the perfect wife, be damned. If you are not a perfect child, be damned. If you feel jealous or angry, be damned. Striving for “perfection” means don’t cause conflict, don’t raise your voice, don’t disobey, and always be loyal to the priesthood. No matter what. However, this “law of perfection” does not come from scripture recognized by the LDS. But from Warren Jeff’s “Book of Holy Revelations,”  “keep sweet unto perfection by living unto god through sweet, inspired, perfect, joyful obedience.”These are the vocabulary that drives their behavior. These ideographs build the ideology. Removing the definitions as we recognize them and reassigning them to explain what “keep sweet” means.



Oppression and Control

“You ladies just don’t know how men out in the 
world are, they’re not good”

“We’re so glad we don’t know.”

The test will be loyalty to God through loyalty to 
h  P i h d  A d   l  l l  G d 

Be a person that blesses, that has the power and 
humility, of immediate forgiveness. Even forgive 
your enemies. Have no bad feelings dwelling in 
you. So that you can be building Zion in all you 
do; for a person who goes to the Celestial 
Kingdom can never complain.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Keep sweet, no matter what. Members understand all the oppression and control that built this ideology and welcome it.In this clip Jeffs says “you ladies just don’t know how men out in the world are, they’re not good” and they are grateful to him. They get reminded every day by leaders, parents, and siblings to be perfect and obey no matter what, trust your priesthood, obey them. And yet that clip was taken from Jeff’s “holy session” tapes where later you can hear him raping one of his 12-year-old wives in front of his other wives. And yet they read the revelations “the test will be loyalty to God through loyalty to the priesthood. And you are only loyal… if you are loyal to keeping sweet.” This loyalty includes lying for the church or their husbands under threat of damnation and destruction. Obedience and perfection, always. “ have no bad feelings dwelling in you – for a person who goes to the celestial kingdom can never complain.” 

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1FXNLjVhb3LBfduUy8r8BzAzZU1YBSRXJ/view


5 ½ years
“There is a deadline. So be perfect or be destroyed.”

● Mass Translation
● Translation = death in the “twinkle of an eye”
● Twinkle of an eye = 2-3 days
● Resurrection

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Jeff’s most recent revelation, or the most recent I have been able to attain, is from August this year. He told them Christ was coming, and they had five and a half years to prepare. Jeffs claims, “There is a deadline. So be perfect or be destroyed.” He says the most righteous and himself will return to Jackson County, Missouri, where their gospel was restored, and there will be a celestial resurrection and mass translation.” Jeffs specifies multiple times that to be “translated,”He says “Translated people must die. That is called in the scripture “twinkling of the eye” (he then clarifies what that means) Godhead twinkling of the eye time period, the time period Jesus Christ’s physical body lay in the grave before He was resurrected, approximately two and one-half days to three days in the grave” With such a revelation it becomes clear how dangerous the “keep sweet” ideology truly is. Many ex-members fear for the lives of their families that are still a part of the FLDS.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you again for coming, I am Kassidi Andrus and this was an ideological analysis of “keep sweet”If you visit growing up in polygamy .org you can find a non-profit created by ex-members that helps gather food, clothing, and find housing for members who were brave enough to leave the only life they have ever known. This non-profit aids members of any cult to escape, not just the FLDS.I encourage you to visit the site and donate to their cause. Thank you.
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