Utah State University

Digital Commons@USU

Fall Student Research Symposium 2021 Fall Student Research Symposium

12-9-2021

Creating Safe and Brave Spaces on Gender and Sexuality Via
Autoethnography Assignments on Campus

Emily Wells
Utah State University, emily.wells@usu.edu

llyena Wagner
Utah State University, ilyena.wagner@gmail.com

Audrey Thomas
Utah State University, hunnyaudrey@gmail.com

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fsrs2021

b Part of the Sociology Commons

Recommended Citation

Wells, Emily; Wagner, llyena; and Thomas, Audrey, "Creating Safe and Brave Spaces on Gender and
Sexuality Via Autoethnography Assignments on Campus" (2021). Fall Student Research Symposium
2021. 87.

https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fsrs2021/87

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by
the Fall Student Research Symposium at
DigitalCommons@USU. It has been accepted for

inclusion in Fall Student Research Symposium 2021 by /[x\

an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. /\

For more information, please contact IQ‘ .()A]_ UtahStateUniversity
digitalcommons@usu.edu. ‘e~ MERRILL-CAZIER LIBRARY


https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fsrs2021
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fsrs
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fsrs2021?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Ffsrs2021%2F87&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/416?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Ffsrs2021%2F87&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/fsrs2021/87?utm_source=digitalcommons.usu.edu%2Ffsrs2021%2F87&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@usu.edu
http://library.usu.edu/
http://library.usu.edu/

Creating Sate and Brave Spaces on Gender and
Sexuality via Autoethnography Assignments on
Campus

Emily Wells, llyena Wagner, & Audrey Thomas, Utah State University | Students, Utah State University

Creating Safe and Brave Spaces on Gender 11l Results
and Sexuality via Autoethnography
Assignments on Campus

* We used data gathered by ¢ Participants were selected The creation of safe and * Helps educate othérs on
. brave spaces for gender and gender and sexuality
Dr. Mehmet Soyer. The in college courses that . .
d lected - volved sub r sexuality have proven: * Especially those who
Intro d UC tiOn ata was collecte rom Involved su Jjects O haven’t experienced
student essays about their sexuality, race, class, T b S P
perceptions on gender, religion, mental health, and 0 strengt o , certalg e events
sexuality, religion, race, gender. The essays were und.erstandmg on certain regard}ng gender and
. Dlscr.lmmatmn 1s still a autoethnographles as mental health, and class. separated into categories topics on gender and sexuality

prominent and widely they relate to 1dentities There were a total of 146 depending on the negative sexuality

faced 1ssue on college such as sexuality, participants in the research or positive perception the . Change.s students

campuses across the gender, race, class, study. The group of student had regarding the perceptions on the

United States, especially me.nt.al health, or participants consisted of certain topic. They were to followmg topics

in the case of gender and  religion. An students from the Utah write about their * Their perception has

sexuality. Many college autoethnography focuses State University campus. experiences with sexuality, changed 1n a positive

environments are unsafe on the eXploraﬁOn of Student €ssays were gender, race, ClaSS, mental way

spaces for those whose one’s own 1dentities and collected during May health, or religion.

1dentities fall outside of experiences and how 2019.

the socially accepted they relate to greater |

. : Study conducted with data from Dr. Mehmet Soyer.
norms and can lead to 1ssues of society.

dangerous 1solation and
feelings of invisibility.

Student Essay Perceptions

50

* This study explores the 45
use of 40
autoethnographies as a
method of improving
campus environments
and analyzes perception 25
changes within 20

35

30

15

10

,

ARN.. =

1
1Al Ty I S =y | = 11| Gender Sexuality Religion Race Class Mental Health
B Students identified with the group Students did NOT idenfity with group m (+) Positive change in perception

(-) Negative change in perception M (0) No change in perception B Strengthening of perception




	Creating Safe and Brave Spaces on Gender and Sexuality Via Autoethnography Assignments on Campus
	Recommended Citation

	Creating Safe and Brave Spaces on Gender and Sexuality via Autoethnography Assignments on Campus FALL21

